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VII8 


DESIGN OF THE WoRK. 
eee TR 7, 


O period in the hiftoty of the world prefents 
N us with fo crowded a {pectacle of atrociods 
crimes and frightful difafters as that which France 
continued to exhibit for the fpace-of forty days, 
from the roth of Augutt, when the Swifg guards 
were majiacred, and royalty fufpended, till the 
opening of the National Convention on the zoth 
ot. September, - 


The only accounts of them, which have hitherto 
appeared, were written under the influence of the 
tuling faction. Almof all the perions capable of 
throwing light on thofe works of darkne(s and bor- 
tor, and of laying before the Public important 
truths, have been butchered or executed !—thcir 
Property deftroyed !—their wives and children 
feized. upon !—the few, who efcaped, owe their 
‘precarious exiftence ‘to concealment in their own 
ountry, or are doomed to wander in fome foreign 
Jand. te 


Aa As 
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As for thofe, who might have h%d coutZ#_ 
enough to undertake the defence of the pitiable 
victims that have already perifhed, and of the il- 
luftrious perfonages ftill threatened with the dagger 
of the aflaffin, they were reduced to filence, and - 
had no opportunity of making their voices heard. 
The fecrecy of the poft-office, the freedom of the 
prefs, perfonal fecurity, the faculty. of. thinking 
and f{peaking, in fhort, all the rights and privi- 
léges, which conftitute the very effence of civilized 
fociety, have been refufed to them with menaces, 
and prohibited with outrage. 


Thus hiftory fill waits for materials; public 
opinion wants fome folid bafis to reft upon: anda 


the groans of tortured innocence call loudly gior a 
defender, 


- Having been for the laft three years engaged | 
in fupporting the caufé of honour, of otder, and 
of monarchy, I was the firft to found the alarm 
againft the regicides, by publifhing, immediately 
after the proceedings of the fifth of OGtober, the 
“ Domine, faluum fac regem.” The intrigues and 
ignorance of the cou/titutiqu.manufatturers {applied 
me, for two years, with ample materials for eleven 
volumes of ridicule and fatire, known under the 
name of the ‘* Ads of the Apojles.’ But when the 
late legiflative affembly came to apply the confe- 
quences 


| ae. ae (eae 


quences of the principles decreed by their prede- 
Ceflors, the {mile of pleafantry was fuppreffed 
by the enormity of crimes. The only thing I 
could then do was to foretell our prefent calami- 
ties, and to fend forth the cry of affliFion in the 
numbers of the “* Political Correfpondence,” which 
1 continued to publith' from the beginning of the 
pietent year. 


If the guardian cate of Providence preferved me 
fo long unhurt in the midft of enmity, and of 
perfonal refentments : if, through the fame divine. 
interpofition, I have furvived the Abbé Royou, 
Suleau, and Derofoy, and efcaped to the fhores of 
immth and liberty ; Iam deftined undoubtedly to . 
paint, to expofe in all their horror the dreadful: 
fceries, which have juft paffed before my eyes. 
Heaven, in permitting me to be a witnefs, but not 
a victim of fuch barbarities, manifefts its will that 
1 thould record them ; 3; and I undertake the tafk. 


y a tave alfo another duty to difcharge, eine 
.dear to my heart ; not lefs dear, I am confident, to 
every good Frenchman, though in the performance 
of it the advantages only of my fituation enable me 
to take the lead. My king, his confort, his chil- 
dren, his fifter, heave the fecret fi igh in the glooms 
ef their prifon: without help, without friends, 
without 


tu]. 


without comforters, they wait for a trial ;—but 
who are‘to fit in judgment on them !—The very 
butchers, whofe hands are flill reeking with the 
blood of their moft loyal adherents! Such is the: 
reward of a life {pent in the practice of every civil 
and religious virtue! Such the recompenfe of the 
pureft intentions! An unfortunate Prince is on the 
point of falling a victim to outrage, anarchy, and- 
flander! No voice has been raifed in his favor. 
Terror has, with.a paralytic .ftroke, fufpended 
every faculty, “The neighbouring. Powers. them- . 
felves cannot -behold without -fhuddering fuch a. 
Jong chain of crimes; and the very hand they’. 
ftretch out to rend it afunder trembles in the at- 
tempt. At fo awful a crifis, I am far from_pye= 
fuming to fet myfelf up as the formal ati ot 
my mafter: if his facred ‘and inviolable charatter™ 
makes it a.crime in any fubje€&t to pretend to be’ 
his judge; it would certainly ill become me to- 
boaft of being his advocate: but in explaining to- 
the world the minuteft details of his conduét in 
thofe late and very trying circumftances, I fhall 
falfl my duty as a faithful fervant, and prove my 
claim to the title of the king’s-fincere friend. I 
mean to follow him ftep by ftepy and his own 
words fhall be repeated: with fcrupulous exactnefs, 
till the inftant when he was conduéted to the 
Tower, I fhall add to this narrative a difcuffion: 
of the pretended papers faid to be found about. 

him,, 


{ wil] 
him, and gf. the infidious proclamation drawn up 
by M, de. Condorcet, according’to’ the affembly’s 
order.—Pofterity will judge’ of this work of int- 
_ quity and falfehood. 


The fame flander, which belied the king, has 
alfo faftened upon the brave and loyal regiment of 
Swifs guards: In order to refute the odious ca- 
lumny, it will be fufficient to defcribe the fucceffive 
Particulars of their maffacre, which lafted three 
hours. .I can add nothing to their glory; but I 
hope to increafe the regret infpired by the heroical 
manner in which they devoted themfelves to the 
defence of invaded majefty. The Swif officers, 
who were committed to the Abbey-prifon, had 
prep3red a juftification of their military condué ; 
but ‘their execution having preceded their’ trial, 
this memorial was never made known. There are 
not perhaps three copies. of it in Paris. I thall 
publifh-it ; and their loyalty will be made evident 
to their brave and refpeGtable countrymen, and to 
all Europe, in fpite of every wicked endeavour 
which has been ufed to mifteprefent their virtues 


and their cataftrophe, : 


The devoted attachment of fo many brave men, 
who died the vitims of their zeal for their King, 
and of others who never quitted him till torn away 
by violence, will not, perhaps, be found one of 

: ‘ ; * the 


f viii J 
the. Icaft interefting paflages in this ddjeful nar- 


tative. 


I thall next relate, from the teftimony of fome 
of the prifoners that were acquitted, and of other 
éye-witneffes, a detail of horrid deeds but very ~ 
little known, which took place in the firft week of 
September. © This part of my work will be fhock- 
ing: may it -flir up avengers from the bottom of, 
thofe quarries, where fo many thoufands of dead . 
bodies were pecniatott in the very face of. i ane ; 
tent powers, 


But in “the moft confpicuous part of this picture 
will beam forth the majeftic calmnefs, compoftre, 
and ferenity of the King, the Queen, and Madame 
Elizabeth, when furrounded with fuch fcenes as 
even SHAKESPEARE’s fancy would have ftartled at, 
and thought too frightful to be introduced upon 
the fage. 


‘The military operations of the Duke of Brunf- 
wick at this period; that’ mixture of political fa+ 
naticifm and of terror which have feized the minds 
of all; the effects of that terror; the acts pafled 
by the Affembly at the peremptory command: of 
the populace; the conflict of different powers ; the 
fpirit of plunder laying wafte all France with the 
fury of a torrent, its effects, its means; the diffo. 

lution 
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pi aes religious principle ; the perfecution 
of the’clergy, martyrdoms, tortures will concur to 
finith this la(t dreadful piéture of Paris; and in de-' 


{cribing the different objects, I can fay with great 
truth: gueque ipfe miferrima vidi. 


* A regular correfpondence with France will en- 
able me to give an accurate account of the opera- 
tions of the armics, as well as of the intrigues of the 
two parties, into which the National Convention 

‘is already {plit—the phil/ophers, and the plunderers. 
May the commiffion of no new crimes increafe the 
afflicting tafk.- 


Political refleGtions, and fome glances at the 
ftate of Europe will not be foreign to my purport : 
they will naturally rife out of the fubje& : they will 
fhed new light upon it, and make it {till more in- 
terefting, — 


The urgency of the occafion will force me to 
publith this account, perhaps, in too hurried a 
manner: but though the great objects of my nar- 
rative are truth and fimplicity, yet I hope it will 
not be found altogether defticute of ‘animation and 
elegance. ae 


. Many private anecdotes mutt be kept back till 
; towards the clofe of the work. This circum {pec- 
* tien 
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tion becomes neceflary on account of seegemminent 
danger, to which fome of the unfortunate’ pafons 
therein mentioned are ftill expofed. 


Never had the pen of hiftory greater circum- 
ftances to defcribe: if the depravity of the hu- 
man heart is here difplayed in the fulleft light, 
the reader will alfo find fublime inflances of cou- 
rage, fidelity, intrepidity, loyalty, and honar, to 
reft his attention, and afford his mind a pleating 
relief. A proper place will alfo be referved in this 
Pidture for the hofpitable and generous virtues of 
the great nation, that now affords an afylum to fo 
many wretched fugitives. 
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LA@PICTURE OF PARIS. 





Prévoit-on fans effroi tous Ics malheurs qu’attire 
Ce mouvement fubit qui renverfe un empive ? 
Dans !’aréne qu’il ouvre 2 Ja diffenfion 
L’ambition combat contre !’ambition. 
Liintéret detruifant tout fen légitime 
Sert de mefure au droit comme il en fert au crime. 
Par des moyens affreux on {uit d’affreux projets ; 
Et l’état fans pouvoir, fans loix et fans fujets, 
Dans les convulfions de la guerre civile, 
Pour un tyran qui tombe, en voit renaitre mille. 
$?il ne fuccombe pas il guérit lentement 
De ce mal qui fur tous s’attache également. ' 
Ah! quels-que foient les maux que faffe un roi barbare, 
Qu’un prince généreux aifement les repare. 
Accablant pour pleufieurs, et pour pleufieurs leger 
Cé figau n’eft enfin qu'un fléau paflager, 
Et fouvent fous la loi qu'un citoyen abhorre 
Un autre citoyen fe croit heureux encore. 
Arwaup’s Lucretia, A& II, Scene T. 


T was no hard matter to forefee, what every 
good mind for along time anticipated with, 
forrow, that the ftrange and delufive ftate, into » 
which the monarcl: and monarchy of France were’ 
thrown fince Lewis the fixteenth’s acceptance of 
what was called the conftitution, muft bring about 
fome bloody cataftrophe, and afford a great and 
terrible leffon to the univerfe. This new conftitu- 
tion, the wild jumble ‘and effe& of revenge, vani-. 
ty, ignorance, inordinate defire, and every paffion 
united, ferved only to give a fyftematic form te 
ciforder, legal authority to rebellion, and an im- 
pofing fanction to anarchy. The very framers of 
this plan feemed to acknowledge the abfurdity of 
their 


ee 

their own work by the feeble fupportreag” gave it, 
either from a returning fenfe of juflicc, or “rom a 
*perception that the intereft they had in defending, 
it was every day on the decline. But they had_ 
broke ‘the charm: that happy iflufion, by which 
one man is enabled to rule over feveral millions, ~ 
was deftroyed: the throne was ftripped naked « 
royal majeity, divefted of that pomp of power 
which infpires at once both fear and love, now cx- 
hibited a degraded fpectacle: the fpirit of family- 
union was loft in that of clubs and affociations: 
pretended principles had taken place of thofe pre- 
judices which governed the world fince its crea- 
tion: our manners, our habits, every thing was 
changed and fubverted ; and in this outrage of- 
fered to the eternal laws of nature, a fecret voice 
feemed to repeat to us the terrible fentence of the 
prophet ; all thofe who touch the facred ark foall be 
punifhed with death. 


Thus it is, that the Supreme Being fometimes 
_ thinks proper to afflict nations, as well as indivi« 
duals, when vanity and corruption carried to their 
utmoft height inevitably bring down great misfor- 
tunes, to remind us of great truths, Thus France 
was deftined to fet the example to the world, fur 
fuch was the excefs of our vices, that even now, 
though oppreffed by calamities, while many feck 
the rod, very few are amended by its correction. 
Buz 


C3 ] 

But té.wi't fatality can it be owing, that the 
ftrokes*y, Astin vengeance fhould be aimed in fo: 
immediate and dreadful a manner at thofe, whofe 
virtues one would have thought, muit have afforded 
them particular fecurity. We have too many in- 
ftances of the truth of the poet’s remark, that 





“ Not always on the guilty head 
“ Defcends the fated flath.” — 





Few kings have difplayed upon the throne purer 
intentions, more unaffected piety, or greater felf. 
denial than Lewis XVI. At all times, and upon 
all occafions he facrificed him{elf to the happinefs 
of his fubjeéts and the peace of his empire. The 
courage and magnanimity of his illuftrious confor’ 
are fir above my praife. The virtues of the prin. 
cefs Elizabeth, his fifter, can only be compared to 
the graces of his royal offspring, thofe two lovely » 
children, whofe innocence makes but little impref- 
fion on obdurate wretches, who have fworn the ex 
tinétion of their family. A few friends wurthy of 
their confidence, were added to complete that au. 
guft and interefting court, which was particularly 
guai ded, fince the revolution, by a regiment, 
whole loyalty, difcipline and valour were not to be 
corrupted by bribes, nor intimidated by menaces, 
When we fee all the rigours of fortune exhaufled 
upon fuch undeferving objects: when we -fee fo 

much 
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much virtue finking under the pref -e ef fo much 

calamity ; the firfY idea which rifes in fA oubled 

mind is the ‘objection fo often made to the juttice 

of Providence, if a new thovght did not bring 
with it new confolation. Adverfity is the crucible 

in which honor is refined; and no doubt, the def-, 
tiny of all thofe fufferers was to fee the palms of 
glory fpringing up with thofe of martyrdom to 

adorn their brows. 


But in giving way to the anguifh of my foul, I 
almoft forgot, the ftri@ chara@ter of an hiftorian. 
This firft effufion of fentiment, however, was what 
I undoubtedly owed to my king. As, for the laft 
two months, [ could only bewail his fate in fecret, 
without being able to communicate my emotions, 
it was natural for me to confecrate to them the firft 
moments of recovered liberty. Accept then, gra- 
cious mafter, thefe overflowing: of a loyal heart : I 
lofe the fenfe of my own woes in the remembrance 
of yours; and I enter at length upon my melan- 
choly fubject. 


Lewis XVI. in the glooms of his prifon in the 

' Thuilleries gave his aflent to the new con:tirution, 
“chiefly with a view of obtaining their liberty and a 
general pardon for all thofe who had been com- 

mitted on account of their attachment to his per- 

fon, and particularly for the companions of his 


flight 
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flight and ot his misfortune at Varennes. Ic is not 
to be fuppotea™that-he could then approve of the 
very defects, which he had fo powerfully pointed 
out three months before, and againft which he had 
deft behind him the mo! folemn proteft. But no 
other alternative was now lef !uin ; and his mo 
zeclous advifers differed in o;.inion not only refpeét- 
ing the means to be made ufe of, but the very end 
which was to be accomplifhed. Wearied with 
fuch a diftraGtion of counfels, the king accepted 
of the confticition in purity and fimplicity of 
heart. No other mode of affent could, indeed, 
have been of any efficacy in averting future -cataf- 
trophes ; but muft have greatly aggravated prefent 
inconveniences. It was therefore fincerely re- 
folved not to clog, or impede, but to affit with 
the moft earneft endeavours the motion and pro- 
grefs of the conftitutional machine*. 


The only care of the miniftry at this time was 
to induce by rewards the leading members of the 
committee appointed for the revifal of the whole 
fyftem to new mould fome of the fundamental ar- 
ticles. The chief alter.tion chey made was in the 
decree which confirmed the facrednefs and invio- 


* Te is almoft unneceflary to remind the reader, that the un- 
punifhed infurredtion of the 14th of July annihilated in fa& all 
the influence and authority of the crown, 


lability 
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lability of the king’s perfon, andjfeclared him to 
_ be the hereditary reprefentative ofhe nation, not 

the place-man of the people*, appointed “by caprice, 

and removeable at pleafure. But though this 

point was gained, no new force was given to the 

main-f{prings of government. The fovereignty of 

the mob {till exercifed uncontrouled fway. 


The expedient of purchafing the influence of 
fome of thofe committee-men, was a facrifice 
which the king made to gencral venality, in order 
to improve his own fituation, and to obtain the 
means of convincing the people by degrees, and 
without any ferment, of the weaknels of the new 
fyftem, and the impoffibility of reducing it to 
practice, even with the fincereft intention of ad- 
hering to it: he hoped that time, experience, and 
reafon would bring them back to the true princi- ~ 
ples of found policy: and as he could no longer 
work upon the fecondary agents of adminiftration, 
either by lucrative employments which he had 
been deprived of, or by honorary diftinétions 
which had been abolifhed, the only inftrument 
left him was money. This was a neceflary confe- 
quence of the very {pirit and frame of the confti- 
tution; and men were found fhamelefs enough to 

+ Fonétignnaire public. 
exact 
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exaét bribes ‘rom his minifters, and indifcreet 
enough afterwards to reveal their own als die 
and infamy. 


One of thefe mifcreants, the founder of the Far, 
cobin Club, went openly every day to fquander in 
the revels of debauchety the earnings of his profti- 
tution; and it was hard to. determine which ex- 
cited greater aftonifhment, his prodigality, or his 
audacioufnefs. Another, of greater referve, but of 
equal bafenefs, ftript off his magifterial robe to 
put on a tradefman’s apron; and raifed his thop. 
upon the ruins of the empire. The firft ftroke of: 
public juftice which they felt was in a torrent'of 
general derifion, Afterwards profecuted with vio- 
lence by the very people, to whom they had paid. 
fuch fervile court, they have been too happy, in their 
flight, to find fhelter among thofe Frenchmen, 
whom they had driven by calumnies from their 
country ; and there, with a lying excufe on the tip 
of their tongues, with lips that breathe the affected . 
figh, but with intrigue lurking in the bottom of 
their hearts, the contempt which purfues them is 
their only confolation far the rage which they 
efcaped, 


Meanwhile a fecret inftin® drew clofer to the 
king all the corporations appointed to fhare with 
him in the government of the empire The want 
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‘of mutual ftrength and fupport fetved as a chain to 
bind together the tribunals, the departments, the 
various officers of law and juftice, and the king’s 
minifters in a fort of ftrange confederacy; and 
this fhapelefs mafs of civil power might perhaps 

“have exifted for a few years, if it had not con- 
tained in itfelf the feeds of fpeedy death.and diflo- 
lution. 


So much has been faid and repeated on the de- 
feéts of this political chaos as to fuperfede the ne- 
ceflity of any farther remarks. The rights of man, 
the fovereignty of the people, royal democracy, 
the philofuphic frenzy of having a written confti- 
tution, univerfal levelling, the general will fubfti- 
tuted in the room of fupreme reafon, all thofe 
reveries of the Abbé Sieyes*, heightened by the. 
paffions of the great Mirabeau, and fupported by 
the ftupid ignorance of a majority perfectly corre- 
{ponding with Neckar’s ideas *, formed a fyftem, 


* The Abbé Sieyes, in one of his lucid moments, found out 
that the greateft number is the greateft number; and this fub- 
lime difcovery, which had lain buried in darknef fince the days 
of Plato, procured him the parent-title of a great man. 

* Jf the ancients reprefented Wifdom iffuing in compleat ar- 
mour from the brain of Jupiter; the moderns, may now with 
equal propriety paint Folly and Cruelty jumping without thoes 
and ftockings out of a Geneva banker's ink-ftand, 


in 
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in which nothing was practicable but ee now 
thing poflible he mifery. Alithe mans of good. 

order, reftraint and coercion were annihilated : the 
executive power was given up to the caprice of the 

legiflature, which in its turn lay at the mercyof: 
the refolutions of clubs, or the mandutes of the. 
rabble ; and men of property now took the alarm, 

and began to fy. 


In the midit of this ferment, and agitation of - 
men’s minds, the new legiflative body met; and 
they began to pull down the confitution, whil fn 
the air ftill vibrated with the oaths uttered to’ 
maintain it, But before I come to the horrid. 
events of the roth of Auguft, it will be neceffary _ 
to give a hafty fketch of the general plan of infur- 
rection, rapine, licentioufnefs, and diforder, con- 
certed by the faSious, with a feadinefs and auda+ 
city, which, though in fo wicked a caufe, extort 
from us a degree of amazement almoft approach- 
ing to admiration or refpedt. The very inftant 
that the national convention were re-aflembled, 





unchecked by fear, uaabathed by fhame, difGain- : 
ing the artifice with which the late legiflative af 
fest ly had Gitguiled the mafiacres of the people 
under the veil of a pretended piot againft the na- 
tion, they boldly avowed their projects and théir 
fuccefs: they named the lead:rs ; they named the 
C2 agenis 5 
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“agents 5 thus at once juftifying thofe whom they 


condemned, and accufing thofe whom they jufti- 


The difcovery of the plans of defence propofed, 
-but never executed by the king, w 1 neceffarily 
-atife out of the unravelling of this firft plot. The 
reader muft accompany me over the plains of in- 


, trigue: we fhall arrive foon enough at the valley 
of tears. 


Silo 
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Sketch of the Plan and Means adopted by the Repub» 
lican Faétion for the Abolition of Royalty, fromthe 
ift of Oftober, 1791, till the 104b of Auguf, 179%% 


WE have juft feen under what aufpices the 
firft legiflative affembly began its feffions, The 
king, the miniftry, the eftablifhed powers, a fuf- 
ficiently large majority of the affembly, and ‘a 
tolerable fpirit of decency and order in the na: 
tional guards, feemed to fecure fome little peace 
and tranquility. In the mean time the French.no-. 
bility emigrated in crowds, at the perfuafive call of 
M. de Calonne, who, like another Caffandra, had 
not ceafed for above a year to announce to all the 
kings of Europe the danger that threatened them. 
The departure of the nobiiity left an open career 
to the vanity of ambitious citizens, who foon be- 
came themfelves the ariftocracy of the revolution, 
and were marked, and pointed out to the people, 
as well as a {mall number of gentlemen who had- 
remained near the king’s perfon. His majefty, 
deceived by thefe appearances of peace, deceived 
by the conftitutional cabal, was himfelf the inftru- 
ment of extending the deception to foreign courts. 
Almoft all the fovereigns of Europe joined him in- 
accepting the French conftitution: they believed, 
or affected to believe, that the {mall thare of roy- 

C3 alty, 
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alty; which was found in it, would beable to keep 
under the democracy that formed its bafis;—that 
the virtacs of Louis XVI. and the lungs of M. 
Vacblanc would counterbalance Unc efferts of eight 
hundred thoufand men fupplied with freloeks, 
and two millions of plunderers armed with {pears, 
and other 'inftruments of havock. They fuffered 
themfelves to be lulled into this fecurity, notwith- 
ftanding the re-iterated alarms of the I'rench ex- 
minifter; they did more :—they enjoyed the de- 
ceitful pleafure, which had caufed the revolution, 
the pleafure of fome defpicable revenge *, The French 
nobility, fo eminent for their bravery, politenes, 
and talents, the proud boaft of their own country, 
the envy and admiration of furrounding nations, 
were fcattered as fugitives in the different {tates of 
Europe. Misfortune made them more active; the 
coolnefs of their reception made them more earneft 





* This requires a fort explanation: the king in aflembling 
the fates general had the pleafure of kambling the fullenefs of 
parliaments: —the parliament had the plew/ire of bumbling the 
court ithe nobility had the plafure of mortifying the mini- 

» ftry the bankers had the plegfure of deftvoying the nobility 

- and plundering the clergy :—the curates had the pir 
coming bifhops:—lawyers had the pefwe of being 
—the citizens had the pleafire of trom i : 
-—the rabble had the pley of making the citizens trembie. 
‘Thus every one had at firft his pleefire; but all have now their 
refpective pares and troubles; and this is what is calléd a Revow 
lution. 
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and idportunate : their enemies laid hold of this 
handle to cenfure them with ftill greater feverity, 
calling them fools and madmen. Yes, they were 
madmen; bt it was not remembered that thofe 
madmen were not deftitute of Aonour; and expe- 
rience foon demonftrated the truth and reality of - 
the fears c&Xprefled by their faithful and indefati« - 
gable agent. : 


The affembly, a compofition of the moft wretch- 
¢d elements, began to try its ftrength and fupe- 
riority over the executive power, by fuppreffing - 
the titles of fre and majefly in addreffes to the: 
King; and by ordering the prefident to walk by" 
his fide, and take his feat by him in the fame ftile 
of perfect equality on all public occafions. This, 
in fact, was only. following the fpirit of the conftis 
tution, and anticipating a motion fince made by 
Manuel to the national convention, that the prefi- 
dent (Petion) fhould take up his refidence in the 
palace, and be feated on the throne of the Thuil- 
leries. A very warm oppofition, however, made 
the affembly fenfible that this firft ftep by no 
means accorded with the ideas of the public. The 
decree was poftponed ; and for a very plain reafon : 
the pofts were not’yet filled up, nor the batteries 
ereted: the regicide was born; but he was ftill 

in the fwadiing-cloaths of infancy, 
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Scatce a month elapfed after the return 4f the 
mrembers, before they {wore to wage war againft the 
conftitution, againft their predeceffors. againft the 
king, the miniftry, the clergy, the emigrants, and 
the fovereigns of Europe. Democracy, like a de- 
vouring fire, never ceafes while it has any thing to 
confame; and the {eas themfelves are no obftacle 
tothe fury of its dreadful ravages. 


The king alone, faithful to his oath of maintain 
ing the conftitution, every article of which he had 
fearned by heart, exerted himfelf in its fupport ; and 
was often obliged to remind the legiflative body’ of 
the letter and {pirit of thofe articles. Can any thing 
be more extraordinary than to fee a king charged 
with defpotifm and treafon, and falling a victim to 
the religious obfervance of his oath, while the very 
men, who laid proud claims to Roman virtue, 
each of them, though a perfect drute, fancying him- 
felf a Brutus, were intent only upon violating every 
inftant the oath which they repeated every day. 
Surely, if there was a Roman, and defpots in France, 
it was eafy to diftinguith them ; but the great talent 
of the faCtious has always been to overwhelm the 
king with atrocious falfhoods, and to accufe him of 
the crimes, which they themfelves had committed. 


The affembly was foon divided into four diftin& 
' parties. A knot of well-withers to the conftitu- 
us, 


. 
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” ton, Ae moderate revolutionifts, took their ftand 
on the right fide of the houfe, and were firft called 
minifterialmen, but foon after Feuillans, from the tithe 
of a club Which they withed to eftablith near the 
Facobins, and for which they had purchafed the ‘fite 
of a convent of that name. <A fecond divifion. 
{quatted round the prefident’s chair, and hiding 
their infignificance under the title of independents, 
they formed a middle party under the dire€tion of 
one La Croix, an ignorant petty fogger of Evreux. 
The republicans, the anarchy-men, or plunderers, 
at whofe head Chabot, a capuchin, Bazire, the fon. 
of a porter to the Carthufian convent at Dijon, and 
Merlin, an attorney, were eminently confpicuous, 
pofted themfelves at one of the extremities of the 
hall, and formed what was called the mountain. 
Laft of all, in the two corners, at the feet of this 
mountain, were feated the leaders, or the principal 
projectors of every plot and intrigue. Here Con- 
dorcet, Briffot, and the famous reprefentatives of 
Gironde made a diftinguifhed figure. From thefe 
angles of the hall, and, as it were, with the fquint 
of an eye, they governed the empire, and delivered 
their oracles. Maftering the independents by their 
fophiftry, and confticutionalifts by threatening them 
with volcanos of the mountain, they availed them- 
felves by turns of the fillinefs of the one, and the 
paffions of the other, till having wounded the felf- 
love of the independents, and perceiving that the 
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Iattet were on the point of abandoning thems they 
called in the populace to affit their ey laudable 
fchemes of regenerating philanthropy. * 


Py 
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Such was the conftitution of this affembly, 
which no man of fenfe and feeling could even look 
at without anguifh. The infernal powers, that 
pronipted all their words and aétions, were firik- 
ingly obfervable in their countenances: it was na- 
ture in a debafed and thocking flate : it was enough 
to fee them, in order to be convinced of what they 
were capable. 


‘The national convention muft exhibit a {till 
more hideous fpectacle : it is the lat repofitory of 
guilt, of blood, of butchery, of carnage : it is Mil- 
ton’s Pandemonium. 


From the very beginning the Fevil/ans were at- 
tacked with the utmolt fury by the Facobin club, 
whofe love of liberty would not admit of any 
rivals. The miniftry, condemned to govern the 
ftate in fuch a tempeft of popular authoricy, had 
by afort of neceflary fympathy attached themfelves 
to that party, who united the greateft thare of 
knowledge with the leaf vice. Four young offi- 
cets, Dumas, Jaucourt, Girardin, and Daveyrhoult 
were the foul of this party, and their courage was 
often fupported by the harangues of Ramond, Du- 
molard,4, 


Lo7 J 


molard, and fome others. The conneétion between 
them and the miniftry did not long remain une 
known, or\ynpunithed. The club of the Feuilians . 
wastdifperfed and deftroyed, in defpite of the con- 
Ritution ; and the Facodins began to rule with un-- 
divided power. . . 


Divide, etimpera isthe maxim of tyrants ; it was 
that of thé Facobins. Petion, in all his pofting- 
bills, never ceafed repeating to the people, de cool 
and firm : the defign of our enemies is to divide you; 
which is telling them in other words, we are going 
to divide our enemies: come and affift us ; but take Care. 
not to divide yourfelves, till the laft blow is firuck. 


Petion, Manuel, and Danton, atthe head of the 
municipality of Paris, formed a main pillar of the 
Facobin club; and affured them of an immenfe force 
upon any emergency. The characters of thofe 
three men of b/cod have been fo often delineated,- 
that it is quite ncedlefs to draw any new portrait of 
them. 


* The loquacioufnefs of thofe gentlemen has been dignified 
with the name of eloquence, in the newfpapers devoted to the con-: 
ftitutional party. But if Quintilian defines an orator, “ Vi b0- 
“ nus dicendi peritus,” ought we to give that title to men, who, 
were not ignorant that they were defending the wortt of conftie. 

“tutions ? 


The 
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‘The reft of the municipal officers, forced j:o take 
“epon-them: the direction of the affairs of the com- 
_taonalty, with all its uneafinefs and defefts, felt the 
want of that peace and quiet, without which no ma- 
-giftrate can fatisfactorily difcharge his duty. By at- 
tempting to reprefs diforder, they and their clerks 
incurred the fufpicion, and were charged with the 
guile of ariftocracy. 


The conftituent affembly had done homage to 
the fpirit of the conftitution in depriving a fingle 
man of the command of the national guards. La 
Fayette was gone from Paris, and his laft farewell 
to the people was the affray which took place in the 
field of Mars: fix legionary commanders fupplied 
his place by rotation. This plan of changing the 
general every two months, being neceffarily attend- 
ed with fome change of principles, deftroyed the 
fpirit of union, which had hitherto proved the great 
fafe-guard of property*. A confiderable number 


* Ttis not foreign to my fubjett to anticipate here a few of the 
events, and to fhew fome ftriking inftances of the refult of an in- 
furrection, and of the reward of fidelity. Of the fix legionary 
commanders, three who had been trained up in the army, Man- 
dat, Romainvilliers, and la Chefnaye were maffacred. Prefident 
Pinon, and Belair have been ruined by the late revolution: Ac- 
Toque alone has furvived thefe riots ; and heaven has thus reward- 
ed his loyalty, and his fervices to the king on the zoth of June. 
Men of ambition, after thefe examples, will you ftrive to ferve, 


and pay your court to the people ? : A 
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of the gine guards then retired : many of thony 
ferved La Fayette; and but very few were willing 
to ferve the nation. 


At this juncture the fixty Parifian battalions:t% 
ceived, each of them, two pieces of ordnance, acs 
cording to the decrees for new-modelling the atmy 
and militia, Few of the citizens had the courage 
to d-vote themfelves to the laborious fervice of am 
tillery-men and gunners. The apron, and leathers 
ftrap were equally galling to their vanity, and to 
their delicate perfons. Thus the Parifian qrdnanté: 
became the prey of {miths, of forge-men, and other’ 
hardy fons of toil; and from that moment the na- 
tional guard was in fact but an empty found. The 
¢annons foon gave the law to little firelacks. ..» 


Inthe mean time the regulars, or /roops of the lint, 
as they are called, caufed fome uneafinefs. The 
fpiric of thefe regiments then at Paris was doubtful. 
There was but one method to get rid of all thofe. 
troops, whom any able and refolute leader might 
form into an army for the defence of the king and 
conftitution ; and that was to employ them on the 

frontiers. War was therefore refolved upon ; and 
proper fteps were taken to force the king into it, 


Leopold had contented himfelf with figning at 
Pilnitz an eventual agreement with the king of 
Proffia 
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“Ptuffia to maintain the liberty of Lewis XVI. and 
the independence of other crowns. Thefemigrants, 
Yed away by fallacious hopes, formed themfelves 
into armed bodies in the territories of the elector of 
Treves, ‘The minifter was eafily found guilty of 
concealing what he knew nothing of with refpect to 
thofe: preparations. A decree againft him was 
paffed without either proofs, or any rational mo- 
_tive ; and he was thrown into a prifon, whence he 
was dragged out ten months after only to be maf- 
facred, and the very day of Deleffart’s butchery 
brought news of the Emperor’s death, 


Warned by fuch a leffon, the fucceeding minifter, 
Dumourier, whom the faction placed at the head 
of foreign affairs, caufed war to be fuddenly de- 
clared againft Leopold's fucceffor. ' It was decreed 
with a thunderof applaufe. The conftitutional party 
were perfuaded, that the French emigrants would 
not fail to join the troops of the enemy, and be de- 

‘feated with them: vanity was flattered with the 
‘idea of making war on the nobility; and all the 
minifterialifts to a man rofe to fecond a party, who 
only wanted to fee the government embroiled, and 
Paris defencelefs. 


The firft fleps were difafters, and thofe dif- 
afters fell upon conftitutional gencrals. How ra- , 
‘pid the tranfition from misfortune to hatred! Roch- 
ambeau 
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ambeatlis diferaced; Dillon is butchered ; Gou- 
wion killed; all are cevered with fhame and defeat : 
the demagcgue-foldiers cannot ftand againft the very 
looks of honour, and the manoeuvres of difcipline. 


The faction are but little affeéted by thefe cala~ 
mities. It is of little confequence to them that 
the arms of their country fhould be difgraced, pro-' 
vided thofe arms cannot be turned againft them- 
felves. In deftroying every reftraint, and letting 
popular fury loofe upon royalty, they fecured their 
own power: they abandoned the crown to the 
mob; but they took care to keep to themfelves 
the right of ftripping it of its diamonds, If they 
caufed the blood of 20,009 foldiers to be fpilt on 
the frontiers, it was to thed with impunity that of 
20,000 citizens in the heart of the empire. Thus 
revenge and plunder are formed out of our dif- 
afters: blood calls for blood; ‘and our misfortunes 
{well with our infamy. : : 


Every thing was thus leading the way to. the 
jaf cataftrophe. The three Parifian regiments of 
regulars had been fent off to the frontiers: the 
guard of 18c0 men, which the king had been or- 
dered by the conftitution to form for his own {¢- 
curity, was difbanded almoft as foon as raifed, une 

* der a pretext of incivifine, or want of attachment to 
“the popular caufe, Still they dreaded the efforts 
: of 
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“af 600 cavalry, and more than all, the knéwn vire 
tues and loyalty of the old and faithfal Briffac, 
Every contrivance was ufed to agitate the people 
at this period. They made choice of the moment, 
when three fucceffive holidays made them fure of 
the idlenefs and diffipation of the mob. They 
declared themfelves permanent. The minifters at 
this time were perfons who had been chofen from 
among the Facobins. Not a finzle proof, nor 
any ground whatever of accufation againft the 
king’s ‘guards ; their only crime was their attach- 
ment to thé royal family ;—and how could they 
help being attached to that family, whom they faw 
every day, and in whofe infults and fufferings they 
every day bore a part? This loyal troop was there- 
fore difperfed without oppofition: M. Briffac was 
therefore dragged from the king’s embrace, flung 
into a prifon, and thence brought out, only to be 
forn to pieces. Brave and loyal Briffac ! thy athes 
will be one day avenged—but let me be allowed 
in the mean time at leaft to ftrew thy grave with 
flowers—it is a duty I would this inftant perform, 
if I was not afraid of difgracing thy panegyric, by 
giving it a place in this long gallery of crimes. 


“The confpiracy is now thrown open to view : 
rebellion ftalks abroad with audacious front: na 
bounds are prefcribed to its rage; and the go- 
yernments of. Europe, who remain filent fpectar : 

tors 
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tors ox ‘its progrefs, become i in fome fort its accom- 
plices, ” 


The pardon granted to the affaffins at Avignon, 
gave an almoft general fhock. Still, however, a 
delufive explanation led people to believe that jut- 
tice would take its courfe, ang that the guilty 
would be punifhed—Vain hope! Charges againft 
the courts of criminal law are every where > brought 
before the people—All the civil officés of power 
and truft at Avignon are filled by the very robbers 
who were the fubjeéts of legal profecution— 
Our troops are withdrawn ; and the virtuous Le 
Fort and the brave Folney are obliged to refign 
their command to Jourdan, to that Jourdan, 
whofe very name freezes the foul with horror— 
to that Jourdan, whom the impctuous and too 
honeft Bigonet, when he arrefted him in the river 
Sorgue*, had {pared for trial and expected execu- 
tion, only to put himfelf afterwards in the power 


* Jourdan, one of the principal agents in the ma(facre at 
Avignon, being purfued by the officers of juttice, jumped on — 
horfeback into the Sorgue. Bigonet, who was at his heels, and 
on horfeback alfo, jumped in after him; upon which he dif- 
charged a piftol at his purfuer, but miffed him. Bigonet being 
aman of greater bodily ftrength, feized Jourdan by the collar, 
and clapping a piftol to his head, faid, “I could now put an 

x end to thy life, but I’! leave that to be done by the execftioner.” 
He then dragged him to the bank. He had alcrwants reafon 
a sncleh to be forry aot his forbearance. . 
D of 
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of that wretch, from the purfuit of whofe 'lood- 
hounds he had a narrow and moft perilous éfcape*. 
The army of Monteux is created anew: Briffot 
calls this fwarm of banditti, engendered in the 
{cum of the Mediterranean, the providence, the guar- 
dian gods of the fouth. The firft place thrown 
open to their pillage is the town of Arles, which 
had been guilty of the heinous crime of wanting 
to:live quict and happy in the midft of its fands: 
it was made a {cene of fire and blood. The capi- 
tal of Provence foon experienced the like fate; 
and, thanks to the arrangements of general Bar- 
bantane, the Swifs regiment of Erneft is difarmed 
with impunity: the conquerers return to Mar- 


* The ringleaders of the aflaffinations at Avignon, Mefles 
Rebecqui and Bertin, now memvers of the convention, and late 
members of the department, were covered with fo many crimes, 
that the aflémbly could not avoid fommoning them to its bar. 
But within that bar thofe culprits fond advocates and patrons ; 
and were foon placed at the head of the Mar/éillais at Paris. 
They were the fame men who had led Jourdan in triumph at 
Avignon. 

As for Bigonet, he was arrefted the evening before the elec- 
tion. This hord of favages had appointed Barbantane to be 
their jail-keeper. Bigonet was to be facrificed on the altar of 
patriotifm, where Duprat was chofen mayor, and Rovére their 
reprefentative in the National Affembly.—It was by a fort of 
miracle that he made his efcapz along the walls of Avignon, and 
through @he Rhone. He thus verified the prophetic warning 
given him by the king: “ God grant,” (aid bis majefhy, © you 
may have no cccafion to repent your haviag faved bim L* : 
feilles : 
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“eles and upon their eftablifhing the republican 
ftem Yn that city, but not before, the affembly 
invites them to its affiftance: “It. is worthy of te- 
mark, that, even in criminal purfuits, that affem- 
bly never had the merit of any thing new,’or ert 
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Some new aliment was {till wanting to feed the 
tapacity, and infatiable paffions of the people. 
The feudal rights, and the eftates of the emigrants; 
that isto fay, a new capital of three thoufand mil- 
lions of livres, were given up to them: fenteng¢ 
of tran{portation was pafled upon the priefts; and 
the king’s minifter, without giving the leaft previ- 
ous intimation to hig mafter, demanded, and 
caufed a decree to be paffed for the forming of a 
camp of twenty thoufand men under the walls of 
Paris, 


His majefty could not fan&ion {ach fhocking 
meafures: he difmiffed his miniftry, and refufed 
his affent to the two laft decrees. The rage of the 
faction, who had appointed thofe minifters, burft 
forth in fire and flames. Roland had no fooner re- 
figned than he publithed a letter to the king, 
every line of which was a daring libel on the con- 
flitution, on royalty, and public order. The dark, 

\defigning, revengeful Claviere went to concert, 
iwith Petion and Briffot, the plan of meafures for 
; Da . the 
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the 20th of June. Servan comforts himfelf inthis 
difgrace with counting over the -fifteen Aundéed 
thoufand livres, which he gained by contra¢ts in his 
fhort miniftry, fome of which he even figned the 
day after his difmiffion. As for the undefineable 
Dumourier, he-retired very quietly, having made 
out in filence his political calculations how to make 
‘the ‘moft of every blunder and mifhap ; he repairs 
tothe army, in. order to declare war upon the 
French generals,’ rather than upon thofe of the 
enemy. He foon gains, without the fifk of a bat- 
tle, a complete yRey over Luckner, La Fayette, 
and Dillon. 


~All the jarring elemente of rebellion were now 
thrown into a ferment. A petition to the affem- 
bly ferved as a pretext for the unlawful crowding 
together of 20,000 ruffians, the garret-vermin of 
the fuburbs, the off-fcourings of all the finks of 
Paris. Armed with fpears, with fcythes, with 
clubs, hatchets, pitchforks, they traverfe the city ; ° 
and Petion is enraptured at the charming fight. 
They march up to the affembly, and the legiflators 
applaud them with great compofure and dignity. 
The Louvre is quickly affaulted, and cannon is 
even planted again{t the door of the king’s anti- 
chamber. The undaunted heroifm of his majefty, 
‘who with only four defencelefs attendants, came out | 
to meet the band of rebels, difconcerted'the mur- 
derous 
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it p ie he could be gone to face the ftorm 
cannon’s mouth. But Providence’ 
watched over him, infpired his refolution, and 
fhielded him from danger. The details of that 
day are fufficiently known:—.Petion was covered 
with fhame, and the king acquired immortal glory. 


This unexpefted ftroke-of Providence difcon- 
certed the faction :—new defeats came to. add new 
fury to their defpair :—ILa Fayette was deputed by 
the army to infift upon an account of its condué 
from the affembly : allthe powers of the ftate were 
incliged in the king’s favor :—their courage and 
loyalty were roufed by ‘his heroifm :—Lewis XVI. 
may be faid to have then reigned for a fortnighic. 
It was in that interval that the laft horrid plots 
were laid, and an infurreétion, or rather a general 
explofion refolved upon in the Yacobin club. s 


The junction of the Pruffian armies to the Im- 
perialifts announced to the guilty a dreadful and 
exemplary punifhment. They could neither hope 
to avert, nor quell the rifing tempeft, but by feiz- 
ing upon the perfons of the king and royal family, 
and keeping them as hoftages for the capitulation 
which they forefaw. The Duke of Brunfwick’s 
manifefto did not produce the expected effect. 

D3 He 
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He ‘threatened to ranfack the city of Parigs Bot’ 
he did not reflect that he thus declared hi elf tke 
ally of the very faction he fought again  Khey 
* could be before hand with him-in the “anfacking 
bofinefs ; and they fet about it with effect, having 
configned all power and the reins of government’ 
to men of no property, and to fans culottes. 


We are now come to the beginning of July, 

_ from which time the events crowd upon one ano- 

ther in fuch rapid fucceffion, that every week 
might furnith materials for a volume. 


The anniverfary of the _ ', and the ne- 
ceflity of augmenting the army afforded the Jaco- 
bins a pretence for ordering to Paris a, national 
force, to be entirely at their difpofal, and which 
might ftrike a terror into the Parifian guards. All 
the environs of Paris fent to the confederation vo- 
juntecrs, who did not exaétly anfwer the end in 
view. Their fimplicity was direéted to the camp 
at Soiffons: the moft wicked amongtt them ftaid 
behind to wait for the brave confederates of Mar- 
feilles, who arrived at length with arms and accou- 
trenents, after having been driven out of Lyons, 
Tournus, and Melun; but difregarding- thefe local 
infults, in order to devote their whole thoughts to 
their high deftination, 


They 
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Che artive; and the moft affectionate frater- 
tered into between them and the outcafts 
of tis Nybutbs. 250 defperados take their ftand 
at Paris—they are joined, as if by infpiration, by 
1500 banditti ;—and they already make fix hur 
dred thoutand men tremble. The municipality 
finds them quarters ; the aflembly defrays the ex- 
pence; and Sergent fupplies them with powder and 
ball. On their arrival, the firft tribute of their 
homage and refpect is paid tothe virtuous Petion. 
What a gloriow& fight for that god-like pattiot ! 
His full-moon face expands with rapture, and in 
atone of candid fiiline’, and of that cool cruelty 
which is the only prominent feature in his ambi-' 
guous afpect, he advifes them s0 fick together. 
After this exhortation they withdraw, and are 
conducted by Santerre to a tavern in the Champs 
Elifées, where they found at a very peaceable and 
friendly dinner about a hundred young men, fol- 
diers raifed by the nunneries of St. Thomas and: 
of Petits Peres; children of the conftitution, all 
dupofed to fight againft Coblentz, but ready to fly 
before Marfeilles. This fmall party, attached as 
well from intereft as affection to the king, whom 
they defended on the twentieth of June, and 
trained under La Fayette, could not bear the in-. 
fults of'the fans culottes. A childith difpute  firft 
gave rife toa quarrel : fome bits of dirt thrown by 
the mob caufed the fword to be drawn: this ‘was 
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a 
foon followed by the di(charge of fome 
a ftock-broker was fhot, and four or five 
were wounded: but the gentlemen ‘in /yéZ4aced 


uniform could not long fuftain the optet of the 
dufty adventurers. a. 





Here was a fine {pecimen of the audacioufnefs of 
‘the Marfeillais, and of the weaknefs of Paris. No 
perfon could entertain any doubt upon this head,: 
when it was feen that two hundred Marfeillais led 

- their’ prifoners in triumph to their barracks, and 
through the'very diftri& where four thoufand men 
were pofted under arms, and with cannon, in con- 
fequence of the defeat of their comrades, Thefe 
four thoufand men contented themfelves with idly 
parading every evening before the. Italian play- 

-houfe ; but dare not budge to refcue their compa-~ 
nions out of the hands of the brothers aud friends 
from Marfeilles. 


From this moment Paris was conquered, with- 
out refource, and without hope. On one fide 
the defpondency was exceffive 3 and, on the other, 
infolence knew no bounds. 


It was not enough that the liberty of the citi- 
zens was violated, and the Outrage paffed over with 
impunity : it was farther neceffary to make the ef- 
fufion of blood again familiar to the people, Iq 

the 
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eathe courfe of the preceding year they had almof 
lo the aabit of feeing it ftream. *Defpremenil was 
the Wu defigned by Providence to afford: the 
world” another ftriking proof that no aét of guil 
ever goes unpunifhed. He was walking peaceably 
on the terrace of the Feuillans : he was difcovered 
and marked by the populace; and in an Jnftant, 
without one gefture, ar uttering a fingle word, a 
troop of cannibals, joined by fome of the Marfeillais, 
rufhed upon him, and drove him with {words and 
- cudgels to the guard-houfe of the treafury, almoft 
drowned in his own blood, which guthed from 
above two hundred wounds he had received, Ig 
this ftate I faw him crofs the Palais Royal, the very 
building whence the firft mob of revolutionifts {al- 
lied forth to the parliament in 1788, to protect him 
in oppofition to the court. The favourite of 
the mob at that time was thus treated. by them 
in 1792! Defpremenil confcientioufly. employed 
the firft moment of the recovery of his fenfesin 
writing to the king, to confefs his faults, “and to 
offer him, by way of atonement for his patt errors, 
the blood he had juft thed. The virtuous Petion 
thought it his duty to come and {ee his bleeding 
colleague ; but not knowing what face to put on 
before this mangled and almoft inanimate corpfe, 
he took it into his head to be fuddenly indifpofed, 
and the mayor of Paris fainted before a citizen af- 
faffinated by a faGion. Be 


The 
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occafion. The king, who, according“to the rules 
Jaid down by the conftitution, was to approve, or 
annul the fentence of the department, had been at 
firft-Anclined to avoid giving his opinion in a caufe 
where he might feem to be both Judge and party ; 
but the affembly, proud of his majefty’s embarrafs- 
ment, and ready to take advantage of his decifion, 
forced him. to give his affent. Lewis XVI. pur-— 
fued the path pointed out to him by honor, as well 
as by the department. He confirmed the fufpen- 
fion of Petion, and of Manuel his colleague. All 
‘the demagogue faction was tranfported with rage. 
The whole pack of hell-hounds ruthed forth into 
every quarter, and foon made the affembly ring 
with the dreadful yells of Petiou, or death, Petion 
uiumphed, and the aflembly, in re-inftalling him, 
gave themielves a mafter, without fisfpetaing i it. 


‘ Petion had at this time publifhed a jultification, 
written in that traiterous ftile which is his diftin- 
guifhing characteriftic. It was modeftly entitled, 
** General rules of my condué? towards the people.” 
Inthis curious piece of compofition the mayor of 
Paris did not with entirely to conceal his deep de- 
figns. He faid he was always averfe to fhedding / 
the blood of the people. As under the word peo- t 

tie, 
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“Ble, peacgful citizens. were confounded ‘with the 
fabita’s the benditti, who faw, that whatever crimes 
they migis\ commit, . they were fate of being com: 
fidered as -m¥@aken citizens, felt the full feopeak 
their own powers, and rent the-air, fome of. thens> 
with duszas for Petion, and others“ with Juzizas for 
robbery aud murder. 


It is no hard matter to guefsito what apitch the 
calm Petion’s irafcible paffions. muft. have “been ins 
~flamed, _ Upon this occafion he did not even take: 


any pains to difguife thacs¥ The effet we halle 
fee prefently. 


' The war, which had been juft declared, inftead’ 
of being offenfive, as at firft, foon became defenfive.:. 
Then thofe proud conquerors of the whole world; 
in order to render the infurreétion general, felb. 
upon the ridiculous expedient of proclaiming:the 
country in danger. Petion was commiffioned.te-, 
perform this burlefque ceremony. I would gives: 
fketch of it here, if the calamities of -my. country: 
had not made me break to pieces my comic pet 
cil. The people, however, did juftice to the farce 3 
they danced to the tune..of she country in. danger y 
in the fame manner as they have fince fung the 
Carmagnole, and as they will foon. fing, dong Hive she 
“Ming. The real end of the declaration was to fe. 

_y‘ure the continuance of all the prefent party i. 
their. 
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their places, and to excite a general ferment by 
the bare found of public danger. , Alfe 
{pears propofed by Carra, countenance: j 
and afterwards decreed by the affem// 
-the want of fire-arms, had reduced to the fame - 
level all citizens, aéfive, or pafive. Such a con- 
fufion was enough to fubvert the. conftitution. 
‘The former diftinGtion of aéive and inaéfive citi- 
zehs fubdivided each fection into two branches; 
and the new citizens foon took the lead of the 
old.. 





Every day for a whole week exhibited the 

whimfical fpectacle of two different deputations 

following one another from the fame fection, the 

‘one demanding that the king might be. dethron- 

ed, and the other protefting againft the legality 

of fuch a petition, The reader need not be told 

which addrefs was beft received. Tired of fuch 

apolitical fchifm, the commonalty of Paris or- 
- dered a general petition to be drawn up in the 

“tamme.of all the feCtions, or wards; and Pethion 
_ came ing blaze of glory to the bar to demand the 

dethroning of the king, who had fufpended him 

a few days before. This addrefs, the infolence of 
which was no longer.a matter of furprize to any 

body, had been drawn up by Chenier the poet ; 

and as this Chenier the poet, and Collot d’Herbois/ 
toe player, were the sere commiffioners of thé, 

ward 
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‘ward called she fection of the library, the virtuous . 
Petion coul& not be any farther, or more confe. 
quentights:.engaged in this bufinefs, than as the 
illegal tool ¢f a lawlefs proceeding.. The petition 
was received with applaufe, and copies of it fent 
to the eighty-three departments. All this was 
done by men who called Lewis XVI. a traitorous 
and perjured king, though they themfeives had 
taken the oath to defend the conftitution. 


The ftorm was now ready to burft. The-em . 
traordinary committee of twelve, however, who 
were ordered to make a report on the king’s for- 
feiture of his crown, found themfelves, as it were, 
between two fires, the dread of the mob on ‘the 
one hand, and of the Pruffians on the other. They 
faw rebellion brandifh its dagger-every day with 
greater.boldnefs; but they alfo faw Frederic and 
Brunfwick already coming up the Mozelle. The 
committee was chiefly compofed of the deputies 
from Bourdeaux; but though the Gafcons are en- 
terprizing, men of intrigue are feldom rafh, or 
precipitate. Vergniault delayed from day to day 
his famous report. It was at length irrevocably 
adjourned till the tenth of Auguft, when the po- 
pular explofion faved him both the trouble of mak- 
ing it, and the fhame of having made it. 
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ve In the interval La Fayette was mate tO the 
“ populace for his condu@t on the twertieth of June. 
The Bourdeaux faction accufed him of afmigg, like 
another Cromwell, at a protectorate ; fot treachery, 
&c. A decree for his impeachment would have 
now pafted, had not the Yacobix party given par- 
‘ticular offence to the Independents, by refufing to 
“raife'to the prefident’s chair their general-La Croix, 
who for the laft fortnight had been vice-prefident. 
Either through refentment, therefore, or through 
fear, La Fayette was acquitted by a great majo- 
rity: But the people took ample fatisfaGion on 
his. advocates for the efcape of the culprit. Such 
of the-deputies as had {poken in his favor were 
purfued, beaten, wounded, or rolled in the ken- 
nel by the good people. ‘This preparatory ft¢p of 
the good peuple was to be foon followed by the 
downfall of another rdprefentative of the nation, 
more auguit than Mr. Girardin, . but to whom the 
conftitution annexed only the like degree of invio- 
lability. It is not unlikely, that the mob chofe 
to make their firfl experiment on fome individual 
of lefs conlequence. 


The troops from Marfeilles had, upon their ar- 
rival, been quartered in tle barracks of Pepiniere, 
at the extremity of the fancbourg Mautmartre. This 
fituation would have done, if that hord had bee: 
intended only to augment the number of battalions. 

which ~ 
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which"sme "St forth every day into the plains: 
of Flanders jad Champagne: but the fecret de- 
fign was to make them a flanding force, to act 
with full vigour in the heart of the capital, The 
grand day drew nigh: the Parifian bands mur- 
mured: feveral of the Marfeillais had been killed 
at different times by the champions of the fections: 
there was not a moment to be loft: Defmoulins 
had addreffed the commonalty and the Jacobins 
in an incendiary harangue, the purport of which 
was to prove the expediency of a few months of 
‘anarchy,. and of renewing the Valerian law, which 
made it allowable to kill-any man fufpected of dif- 
loyalty to the ftate, on condition that the charge 
fhould be afterwards proved. Briffot dreamed of 
nothing, {poke of nothing, wrote of nothing but 
the grand word, national convention, which he had 
dug up in grubbing the ‘woods of Pennfilvania. 
Danton’s intimidating’ language with refpect to 
any perfons who {poke of petitioning againft Pe- 
tion, the Marfeillais, or dethroning the king, was 
‘always this: we shall anfwer their addreffes with 
ferewed bayonets. It was no longer in clubs, or in 
fecret committees that they concerted their infernal 
plots : it was in the open face of day, in the moft 
_public parts of the city, in the forum, in the very - 
capitol, that the death of Cafar was -refolved on. 
I fhudder at repeating the language of. thofe fons 
‘of blood. 


The 
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The Marfellais were removed E, _,.. to the 
barracks of the Cordeliers, in the v'ard called the 
fection of the French theatre, a fection for ever 
famous, which has fupplied the national convention 
with almoft half the deputies that Paris was en- 
titled to fend. 


“Such, of the readers as are acquainted with the 
topography of Paris, may form fome idea how 
well calculated the new pot, affigned to thofe con- 
“fpirators was, for the intended blockade and florm- 
. ing of the king’s refidence. The barracks had the 
fauxbourg St. Antoine on the right, and that of Sz. 
Marceatson the left: the one leading through the 
Garoufel, terminated in a wide opening for an at- 
tack in front; and the other, extending to the 
Pont royal, afforded a perfeét command of both 
wings and the garden.” The army in the center 
confifting wholly of the Marfeiliais, were pofted 
juf{ behind the alarm cannon, flanked by the 
mayoralty that iffued the order which they dictated, 
" and followed by a motley rabble of workmen, of 
ftudents in furgery, of preceptors, of pupils, tur- 
bulent young fellows briftling with Greek and 
Latin, of which laft circumftance the very name 
of the-quarter they refided in feemed to be ex- 
preflive : it is called /e pays Latin (the Latin quar- 
ter). Such-was the pofture and advantages of the 
affailants; and that alone would be fufficient to. 
decide 
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deciaé ieee ighty queftion, whether it was the 
nation that™aid fiege to the palace, or the palace 
that laid fiege to the nation? if the charge long 
fince thrown out againft the nobility of having 
burned their own houfes, had not familtarized our 
ears to the abfurd jargon of impudent falfhood. 


The removal of the Marfeil/ais by night was done 
in a manner which froze the inhabitants of the 
Thuilleries with fear. But as for the king, he’ 
had long been a ftranger to fleep, or repofe. His - 
days were troubled with ftorms, his nights devot- 
ed to watching. Continual tumults difturbed 
every body in his chateau. His enemies were ten 
thoufand to one: they even magnified their num- 
bers to prolong his alarms. His life was withered 
by the blafts of misfortune ; and at the very mo- 
ment that he and his family were ready to fink 
into the grave, their health and ftrength being 
quite exhaufted, frefh forrows, unheard of, in- 
defcribable, came to fill up the meafure of his fuf- 
ferings, and to pierce his heart, but without being 

able to fhake the firmnefs of his foul. 


The garden of the Thuilleries, a part of the 
King’s property left him by the conftitution, had 
been kept thut. " This precaution was become ne- 
ceflary, on account of the daily infults to which 
the king and queen were fo much expofed. Hif. 

Vor. I. E tory 
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tory perhaps will one day collet ue ree 
gicide ballads which ufed to be aud«ioufly fung 
even under the monarch’s window. The burthen 
of one of the fongs may ferve as a fpecimen: 


«* Nous te traiterons, gros Louis, 
‘© Biribi, 

“ A la facon de Barbari 
*€ Mon ami.” 


In order to add infult to cruelty, the affembly 
refolved to open the garden in fpite of the king ; 
and, upon the motion of Thuriot, they appropri- 
ated: to themfelves the terrace of the Feuillans, 
where fuch groups of the populace as could not 
find room in the galleries of the houfe, ufually 
crowded together. By way of derifion they drew 
a line in the manner of a boundary between the 
terrace and the garden, and this line was marked 
with a ribband of three colours, to which the peo- 
ple pinned their cruel pafquinades, with a ftric& 
prohibition againft any body’s ftepping over it. It 
was impoffible to carry infolence and barbarity to 
a greater height. They gave the name of Codlentz 
to the palace,’ and the garden was called the Ay- 
Strian camp. The {mall number of national guards, 
who did duty there, were confidered as enemies, 
and were already pointed out to the people, as 
juftly obnoxious, 

"Tn 
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‘here remained but one body of gmen 
to ftem alryhe violence of anarchy, the brave and 
loyal regiment of Swifs guards. Their deftruction 
was decreed. The firft ftep towards this was to 
divide them. The king was ordered to reduce 
the number to one half; and in {pite of every pof- 
fible effort, he was compelled to, fend off three 
hundred men on the feventh of Auguft. The fac- 
tion had refolved to difarm thofe troops, in the 
fame manner as the regiment of their counttymen 
at Aix hag been before difarmed; but for this- 
purpofe their feparation was neceflary. The like 
meafures were purfued to deftroy or leffen all f{pi- 
rit of union among the national guards. The of- 
fice of major-general had been fuppreffed, and it 
was farther intended to fupprefs the companies of 
grenadiers and of chafféurs. Diforder was now rea- 
dy to crumble the whole fyftem, and we were 
falling back into the chaotic gulf. 


Such then was the reward of three years fidelity, 
virtue, and an irreproachable conduct throughout. 
all the ftorms of the revolution.. Thofe proud 
fons of the Helvetic mountains had preferved their 
difcipline and their purity in the midft of difor- 
der and corruption. Their martial looks were 
ftrongly expreffive of the inward workings of their 
fouls. It was eafy to obferve for fome time patt 


their brows contraéted with fecret grief. Our 
Ez : - Vices 
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vices ftruck them with horror. ¥ ayer 
bluthed at any bafenefs ourfelves: thovi: plain and 
honeft men bluthed for us. Their regiment ori- 
ginally confifted of 2200 men; but it was reduced 
to 1600, That reduétion arofe from various 
caufes, At firft they expected to be difbanded, 
and of courfe difcontinued recruiting for the laft 
three years, In the fecond place every captain was 
allowed a diminution of twenty-five men in each 
company, to indemnify them for the defertion they 
had experienced in 1789. Of the 1600 that re- 
mained, a detachment of three hundred had been 
jut fent off to Evreux, under the command of 
Captain Karrer: one hundred more were left to 
guard the barracks of Courbevoye and Ruelle : 
about two hundred were ufually fcattered over 
Paris in various emiployments ; and if to thefe we 
add the fick at the hofpital, it will be evident that 
the number which remained to be contended with 
could not exceed nine hundred men, including 
forty-five officers. 


On the feventh, the preparations for ftorming 
the Louvre on the roth, were made known to all 
the party. One of the leaders of the band fent 
me this fecret intimation of it.—‘* Let him take care 
of bimfelf; the tenth will be a bloody day.’ "Thefe 
were his exact words; and I inferted them in my 
laft publication on the ninth of Auguft. The 

provinces 
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provinces yd notice given them of the intended 
infurrection “a wéek before. .The diflri&t of Le 
petit St. Anthoine (Little St. Anthony’s) received its 
final orders from Santerre and Sillery on Tuefday 
evening, the feventh of Auguft. Paris and Ser- 
gent caufed only three cartridges to be delivered 
out to. every foldier of the national guards; but 
the Marjeillais were fapplied with a hundred cars 
tridges each: they were alfo. promifed that the 
gates of the arfenal fhould be kept open for them : 
the fignal was to be given, and the alarm-gun in 
readinefs to be fired at midnight ; and every man 
at his poft waited for the hour, 


Thus are we brought to the cye of the. horrid 
cataftrophe, through a feries of plots, confpiracies, 
and tumults, methodically planned, and unremit- 
tingly purfued for ten months, in the face of all 
Europe, of France, of the king, and of the na- 
tional affembly itfelf, which new began to fhud- 
der even at its own work. Such was tlfe train of 
immeafureable evils prepared for us by the framers 
of the conftitution, whofe abfurd fyftem left the 
king without power, all the officers of the ftate 
without ftrength, or energy; and afforded -no 
check to prevent the majority of the national af- 
fembly from being the conftant flaves of a tyrbu- 
lent and factious minority. 


E 3 Before 
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’ + Before we enter upon the details ot ge tenth of 
Auguft, it is neceffary to give a’fketch of the pro- 
ceedings of the king’s council during this long con- 
{piracy ; of the different plans propofed to him to 
avert the calamities and the crimes, into which the 
people were going to plunge themfelves ; and laftly, 
of the means of defence haftily refolved upon to 
protect his majefty’s life and his fanétuary. Alas! 
what an unequal ftruggle! Mollia cum duris. All 
thofe meafures were unavailing—Meén, things, the 
conftitution, the king, monarchy, order, happi- 
nefs, France, all was deftroyed in three hours. 


. The fecond number of this work will open with 
an account of the king’s defenfive fyftem. 


APPENDIX. 
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TO THE FIRST NUMBER OF THE 


LATE PICTURE OF PARIS 


HILE the Editor is arranging his mate» 
rials refpe€ting the affair of the tenth of 
Auguft, which will be the fubject of the next 
. Numbers, he looks upon it as his duty to break 
in alittle upon ‘the regular order of events, in _ 
in order to lay before his readers two articles, 
that merit particular notice at the prefent junc- 
ture. One is @ Jetter to the French Nobility, at 
the moment of their re-entering France, under the 
command of the Duke of Brunfwick: the other con- 
tains obfervations on the political life, the flight, and 
the arreft of General La Fayette. To name M. de 
Rivarol as the author of both, is but faying, in 
other words, that they are mafter-pieces of com- 
pofition: it is alfo of importance to obferve, that 
the influence, which Mf. de Rivarol has acquired 
among the chief promoters of our reftoration, an_ 
influence juftly due to his talents, fhould make 
the firft of thofe papers be regarded as.the exact 
expreffion of the fentiments of the Duke of Brunf. 
E4 wick, 


Lae} 
wick, the King of Pruffia, and our-Px? 7 nefe 
fentiments perfectly coincided with ofe of the 
king and qucen, particularly the latter, who when 
ever any mention was made of the future neceflity! 
of rigid. juftice, always replied ; recolleftion, but no 
revenge*. As to the fecond paper, many perfons 
will, perhaps, be of opinion, that General La 
Fayette’s return, though late, to royalty ; that his 
misfortunes; and, above all, that found policy 
required his character to be treated with lefs fe- 
verity: fome may alfo be furprized at fuch a feem- 
ing inconfiftency in the principles laid down in 
the firft produétion, when applied to the parti- 
cular cafe of a man, who, though ina prifon, has 
ftilla very active influencé, and a very numerous 


party. 





Letter to the French Nobility, 


ON THEIR RE-ENTERING FRANCE, 


Under the cominand of the Duke of Brunfwick, genera- 
lifimo of ibe Imperial and Pruffian armies. 


‘NOBLES of France ! whefe rank is co-eval with 
the throne, you are then going once more to fhed 


* Or, in other words, perhaps more familiar to the Englith 
reader, ave muf? remember but never revenge—be fure to forgive, 


though we cannot forget. 
your 
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your bieed ip an attempt to raife from ruin the 
moft ancien, and moft illuftrious of monarchies ! 
The highett {pecies of glory, not to ‘except even 
that which is atfached to the founding of empires, 
awaits you; but you are not to enjoy it till you 
have waded through the horrors of a dreadful re- 
volution, and fele all the bitternefs of tedious exile. 
It is the peculiar fate of the French nobility to 
purchafe glory at a high price, and to open to 
themfelves no other road to honour than honoyr 
itfelf, 


Had France been ravaged by barbarians, you 
would have nothing to do but to repair ramparts, 
to re-erect palaces and ftatues; but your afflicted 
country now prefents to your view her bofom co- 
vered with gafhes, and wounds inflicted with ftill 


deeper cruelty.—-You will fee her convulfed in the’: 


agonies of a revolution, begun by the delufions of 
avarice, and prolonged by all the ravings of pride. 


So terrible is the change, you cannot know 
again this mighty edifice, founded upon the la- 
bours of fourteen centuries; enlarged by fo many 
treaties, conquefts, and alliances; cemented with 
the blood of your kings, and your forefathers.— 
The throne and the altar ; rank and property ; co- 
Jonies and commerce; our ancient virtues; _our 
elegant arts and happy genius—all is erpmbled— 

all 
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all fubverted by the quibbles anQ forkitry: of 
wretched pettifoggers. The delirifin has been 
kept up by democratic camps {cattered over the 
face of the empire; while the mdft delufive of all 
conttitutions, and a revolution the moft frantic, 
}eft the government without energy, the ftate with- 
put fubjects, and the monarchy without a king. 


But it is my duty to inform you, that you will 
find the people ftill more infe€ted with bad max- 
ims, than polluted by wicked aétions: error has 
made a greater progrefs than guilt; and the cor 
ruption of the times has exceeded their barbarity. 
‘The finking ftate implores therefore your wifdom, 
even more than your ftrength and your valour. 


Of what ufe is it to diffemble ? Thofe, who drove 
you into exile, already calumniate your return, 
They give out, that you re-enter France, for no 
other purpofe but to infli& a punifhment equal 
to the crimes, and a revenge equal to the enor- 
mity of the offences. They tell the people, that 
they are to be the victims to atone for every thing; 
and thus after having plunged them into rebellion 
by. artifice, they harden them in it by terror: they 
ftifle all repentance in their bofoms; and doubly 
bind them to their own fate, firft by guilt, and 
next by defpair. 


It 
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It is in vindication of your injured glory, and 
for the fake of an unhapgfy people, bewildered in 
the mazes of a revolution which they know no- 
thing of, that I now raife my voice. This voice, 
the interpreter of your generous fentiments, will 
make itfelf heard in your camps, and in our cities: 
honour cannot be deaf and cruel: even victory 
will be affected at the found, and the ringleaders 
of faclion, abandoned by the people, will fee them 
return to you: this will be the firft of their toy. 
tures, 


Yes, this blinded people, this weak and frane. 
tic multitude, will again find in you their natural. 
defenders. The French will fee, that the art of 
war, that fhield of empires, is in the hands of the 
nobility alone ;—that ranks are well purchafed by 
fervices, and titles by the effufion of blood j= 
that the chimerical equality, with which they have 
been flattered, kept conftantly taking away, with- 
out ever giving them any thing ;—that in abolith- 
ing the nobility, they only extinguithed the luftre 
of monarchy ;—and that the diftribution of fhoul- 
dereknots only covered the kingdom with pretend 4 
ed bravos, as the iffuing of affenats had coveted 
it with falfe appearances of wealth, 


Have not the people already feen among the 
yunaways, in the very firft fkirmithes, thofe men, 
wha 


eo 


‘who harangued them with fuch hardihosd in clubs, 
- and who fo valiantly dnimated them againft an 
imprifoned king, and defencelefs citizens? They 
were routed on the frontiers ;—they fled before a 
handful of Auftrians; and according to the re- 
mark, which no fear ever prevented me from re- 
peating: Glory made thofe retreat, whom vanity had 
made advance. 


In vain do the monfters, whofe calumnies and 
whofe daggers are aimed at the fame objedts, {pread 
abroad reports, that you fuftain the characters of 
heroes, only to become the mercilefs conquerors 
of your country ;—and that you have become ac- 
quainted with misfortune, only to remain for ever 
ftrangers to humanity.’ They are ignorant, or 

pretend to be ignorant of the fecret chain that con- 
* neéts every virtue; that: thofe who have fhewn a’ 
greatnefs of foul in adverfity, will difplay ic ftill 
more in fuccefs ; ‘and that they will know how ta 
pardon, fince they have known how to fuffer, 

Our princes, who carried away. with you the 
facred fire of honour, and who with you are 
going to bring it back, hold out to the unfortu- 
nate French the hope of thofe virtues, which 
they have exhibited to the view of all Europe. 
Juftice and revenge will give way to generofity, 
as misfortune has already yielded to firmnefs, 

: and 
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and as valour and force muft foon yield to dif 
cipline. 


The king éfpecially , the king. alone will be the 
judge and great mediator between’ the authors, 
and the inftruments of the revolution,—between 
the knowing villain and the blindfolded offender, 
between the victims, and the executioners, 


Think, that his heart has felt for more than 
three years, the preffure, the long feries, and all 
the reality of thofe evils, the bare recital of which 
has fo often made you fhudder ! 


Who then can pardon, if he docs not; and if 
he pardons, who will dare to condemn? 


Think of her, who has counted over with hiin the ° 
painful hours of the revolution; «and fee how the 
inexperience of a young princefs, checked in her 
career by great reverfes of fortune, was fuddenly 
pufhed on farther in the f{chool of affliction, 
than that of philofophy, after all her trials and her 
meditations, 


Think alfo of the clergy, who, by dint of con- 
{lancy, refignation, and difintereftecnefs, have 
foiled our philofophers in their long impeachment 
of religion. 

You 


‘CL -32 J 


You will be but too fully revenged: At your 
approach, the incendiaries, the legiflators, philo- 
fophers, wits, and all the pefts of democracy, 
will haften to purge France of the very fight of 
them. . d 


Where will thofe political Eroffratufes fly? 
‘Where will thofe {erious madmen go, who dared 
‘oppofe their weak reafon to the eternal nature of 
things? What unknown climates, what diftant 
feas will receive thofe bloody apoftles of rebellion? 
Hated in monarchies, fufpected in republics, 
loaded with the curfes of himanity, will they go 
to lofe themfelves in the deferts of the new world ; 
or are they deftined by Providence to be again the 
{courge of fome finful and corrupt people ? 


Let them fly then! Jet not your hands be pol- 
luted with their blood: and let not ary rigours of 
law and juitice, which muft always fall fhort of 
the enormity of their crimes, abridge their exiftence, 
Remorfe without virtue awaits them. 


They cannot fay, however, that time, means, or 
fuccefs have been wanting to their {chemes. Three 
years have paffed away, fince they have been make 
ing experiments upon one of the fineft kingdoms 
in the univerfe, juft as if. they were trying their 
hand on the vileft of the human {pecies, 

Every 
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Every thing has been favourable to their pur. 
pofe ; the virtues of the king, the blindne(s of the 
people, the violence of the wicked, the immenfe 
property of the church, and the bafe projects of the 
Duke of Orleans, that prince, all whofe vices ‘have 
not been able to lead him to his crime. ve 


What do I fay? Heaven itfelf feemed to ‘concur 
in the revolution, by granting three fine years of 
peace and plenty. But Europe is at length rouzed, 
and France is going to awake.out of her painful 
dream. : 


T return to this unfortunate people, {poiled, jut 
like a real tyrant, by flatterers, who are inceffantly 
telling them, that they are the fource of all power; 
and that, being in poffeffion of ali power, they are 
alfo poffeffed of all virtue and knowledge. Such 
is the logic of the factious: as foon as they be- 
come mafters of the people, they with the people 

™ to be mafters of every thing elfe. : 


You will {ee what a nation becomes, when loft 
for three years.in the revels of licentioufnefs, the 
difcontinuance of taxes, a long rupture with reli« 
gion, and the total oblivion of humanity. 


How was it poffible that a people of the greateft: 
vanity and levity in the univerfe could refift the. 
mofk 
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moft deceitful and the moft tettible of all illufions? 
Our philofophers made them drink deep of the in- 
toxicating cup of fovereignty. What length of 
time and efforts of reafon are requifite to break the 
charm! : 


You rely, no doubt, on the miracles to be 
wrought by fear: you rely, as does all Europe, on 
the fuccefs of the opening campaign. You will 
foon have it in your power to fay to the French, as 
Themiftocles did to the people of Aegina, /’e come 
to you with your very ancient, and very powerful dei- 
ties, Perfuafion and Force. But force, accompanied 
only by fear, would every where meet with nothing 
but Aypocrify, if perfuafion did not follow clofe in its 
train. 


Nobles of France! never forget the double fo- 
phiftry, cf which you have been the victims. It 
was at firft faid, in order to prompt the people to 
deftroy you, that you formed fo numerous a clafs 
as to devour the whole body politic: it was after- 
wards pretended, by way of extenuating the 
crime, that your numbers were fo fmall, the body 
politic had not fuftained the fmalleft lofs by your 
deftruction. 


Never forget, that, in fact, you bear no pro- 
portion to the immenfe population of France : 
that 
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that if, before the revolution, you lived in perfed 

fecurity amidft fuch a prodigious: multitude of 

people, it.was becaufe they had not’ been accyf- 

tomed to look upon you as their enémies: that 

once come hack, and fcattered, as it weres~over. 

this vaft kingdom, you would perith ina fecond 
univertal confpiracy, if you did not fupport by thé 

help of reafon, and confolidate with wifdom the 

new ftate of things, which the ftrength of the 

counter-revolution prepared for us. To you it be- 

longs to cultivate the fruits of peace, and:to give. 
the people a juit relifa for them. Jf the two deie« 
ties you now bring with you, one, a benign and 
friendly foreigner, nuit leave you ; the other, fweet 
perfuafion, will remain, 


You will diftinguith the rabble from the country- 
people, and the country-people from the towns- 
men, a clafs among whom vanity, and of courfe 
Jealoufy begins, The peafants you will eafily un- 

deceive ; and then you will have only a vile rabble 
and the towns-men to contend with. 


As you are fenfible that it will be neceffary to re. 
pel violence by force, and arguments by reafoning, 
you will not fay to the populace, * you are de- 
ceived ;” for they would not believe you, How is 
it poffible, in fact, that they fhould believe you, if 
you condefcended to reafon with them ? Employed, 

Vou. 1, F feafted, 
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feafted, and always well paid by the fatious, it Is 
only from your misfortunes that they date their own 
imaginary happinefs. The long faturnalia of the 
revolution muft appear too fhort to thofe ruffians ; 
inftead of fubmitting to the voice of order, they 
will rather make you an offer of their {pears and 
their daggers, and will with to hire out to you 
their bloody fervices on the {ame terms that your 
enemies have paid for them.—So fatal an inftru- 
ment is the mob, fuited to all parties, and ready 
for all crimes! 


You will reject their horrid offers ; and as many 
of-them asthe revolution has fet loofe upon fociety, 
both in town and country, fo many will you drive 
back to places of confinement, to public work- 
hhoufes, and to prifons that now re-demand them. 


But the towns-people above all will require the 
full exertions of your judgment. It is to them that 
the moft bewitching revolution, which the annals. 
of the world can never affordan inftance of, has 
made its poifon peculiarly palatable. They are 
the perfons whom a falfe philofophy has fo much 
irritated againft you. It is among them that you 
muft for a long time expect to find the roots of the 
aree you are now going to cxtirpate. You will of- 
ten catch them dreaming of equality. A light and 
delicate hand will be neceffary to touch fuch ulce- 

rated 
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xated hearts, and to temper with minds {0 diftem-; 
pered, , 


The remedies of reafon, of time, and of govern. 
ment will fecond your efforts. Tell this jealous 
clafs of men, that, in deftroying the nobility, they 
annihilate the only end of labour, the only reward, 
of merit, the only condition that relieves poverty, 
and gives grace and luftre to wealth. You may 
eafily convince thofe vain and jealous minds, that 
their felf-love will be more difgufted with the mul- 
titudes, whom equality will lift up tothe fame 
footing with them, than charmed with the fmalf ’ 
number, whom it will fink totheir level. Bemind 
them of the ftrange acknowledgement they them. 
felves made in the midft of the affembly, when 
they admitted of the puni/bment of equality. “When 
Kings and their nobility conquered the Gauls, the 
victors were naturally in a higher rank than the 
vanquifhed, At the expiration of thirteen centue 

“ries the conquered rife up, and fay to their con- 
querors, /et us be equal; and this is found to be a 
terrible revenge. Whar could extort from them 
fuch an acknowledgment ? Was it inftiné, or con- 
fcience ? Be it what it will, they paid thereby a fig- 
nal homage to the facred inftitution of ranks, to 
the propriety of titles, to emulaffon, that main- 
{pring of empires, which urges men up to the fum- 
; Fa mit 
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suit of the focial edifice by the double le laddet of digs 
nities and riches. 


You will obferv@to them, that if fuperiority was 
heretofore fometimes haughty, equality is not lefs 
fo now ; it has made milolence univerfal throughout 
Hrencs, 


. You muft not pretend to vie with them in va- 
nity: it isa conteft in which you are fure of being 
defeated, if it could ever be brought to a final de- 
cifion. 


Gur philofophers cndeavoured to depreciate the 
honour of the gentry. Afk them, if a fentiment, 
which infpires a contempt of life and fortune, can 
be itfelf contemptible : afk them, if their. philofo- 
phy has wrought greater miracles. Let them 
know, that the people who invented honour, graft- 
ed all the virtues upon pride, and thus gave them 
an immortal bafis. A little philofophy leads men™ 
away from this true political wifdom: deep think- 
ing brings them back to it. 


You will make them blufh at their having always 
paid to great fottunesa degree of refpect which 
they refufed to Me greateft names; and in order to 
work upon them more ftrongly by an inflance of 

your 
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your own candour, you will join them in blufhing 
at fuch conduct. 


Moft men of letters will be found ftill more for- 
midable enemies to you. They with to deftroy all 
poliuical ariitocracies, well knowing that they te- 
tain one, which can never be defiroyed, the arifto- 
cracy of the mind. They will carry on a war of 
fophiftry againft you, and multiply around you all 
the fcourges of the prefs, the only plague with 
which Mofes forgot to finite Egypt. 


You mutt not conceal from yourfelves, that 
there is in fact a dreadful ftruggle between print. 
ing and gua-powser. What will be the refult of 
it to the unhappy race of man? Did Providence, in 
placing thole two inventions at the fame period, in 
the eternal {ucceffion of time and events, intend to 
proportion the remedly to the evil? Did not heaven 
forefee, that what was cefigned to enlighten man, 
would lead him aftray ; that what ought to protect 
him, would prove the engine of his oppreffion 5 
and that two new cacaracts were thus opened to 
{well the deluge of evils, in which the earth is over- 


whelmed ! 


However this may be, government, which is the 
wery life of the body politic, will guide with wif- 
*dom the formidable weapon of the mind, It muft 
F3 nevet 
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‘never lofe fight of this important truth: shat 2 


writer may gain recruits among foldiers, and that a ge~ 
neral will never get any recruits among readers. 


Permit me, before I conclude, to add one with 
more to'what my devoted attachment to fo good a 
eaufe has dictated. 

Though the monarchy rent afunder claims your 
affiftance, rele within yourfelves, that it is rather 
to the monarch’s aid that you run. Remember, 
nobles of France, that you are. neither fovereigns 
as in Germany, nor leige Jords as in Poland, nor 
legiflatots as in England, nor a facred caft as in 
India: but that fprung from honour, you ought 
to live and die in your adherence to the throne. 


‘Tt would be in vain to diffemble, that before the 
revolution, every body withed for one according 
to his own fancy; and it feems, that, in order to 
bring about that which we now groan under, for- 
tune did nothing more than collect the votes. 
This remark will make you more indulgent to- 
wards thofe, who have been cured fomewhat later 
of the democratic leprofy; and you will not de- 
prive your country of the benefits of repentance. 


Do not feek to render rigours hereditary, under 
the pretence that favours were fo. Let mercy be 
: more 
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more exaé than juftice ; and Jet the child, though 


always honoured for the. virtues, be ever abfolved 
from the crimes of his father. 


;, United by misfortune, do not fuffer yourfelves 

* 0 be divided by fuccefs, left it may be faid of you, 
Sahat adverfiry could not ripen your minds; and 
left the ftate may fall from popular anarghy into 
ariftocratic diffentions. 


You know how impoffible ic is that property 
fhould be refpecied, when fovereignty is attacked. 


Drive far from you all fpiric of fyftena, and every 
plan which intrigue is fo officious in fuggefting to 
ambition. Save us from all thofe, who want to fave 
us their own way. 


Your perplexities would begin on the very mar- 
row of your fuccefs, and you would fow, without 
: knowing it, the feeds of a new revolution, if you 
did not implicitly rely on the wifdom of a king, 
who has had a longer and a nearer view of the evil 
and the danger than you, and to whom the péople. 
of France owe the higheft reparation. He will not 
forget, that every fubject is a child, every govern- 
ment a father: he will found juftice upon reafon, 
-and reafon upon clemency. 


Fa Burt 


Te 

But Iwill detain you no longer: go, fly under 
-the ftandard of that fecond Agamemnon, who fees 
difplayed round him the banners of the Cafars, of 
kings, and of princes, and whoie glory cz only be 
equalied by his modefty. You are undertaking, 
with him, the jufteft war for the moft facred rights, 
the moft unfortunate king, the falvation of your 
country, and the example of the world. 


Brufels, Angufl, 8th 1792, 


ON 
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ON THE 


POLITICAL LIFE, THE FLIGHT, AND ARREST 


oF 


M. LA FAYETTE. 
ET 


ORTUNE, whofe frolics are fometimes fignal 
acts of juftice, has juft put into our hands, 
General La Fayette. Unable to aftonith us by a . 
great man, the wifhed to aflonith us by a great 
event: fhe has fo ordered it, that the ringleader of 
democracy fhould take refuge among ariftocrats ; 
that the apoftle of rebellion fhould efcape with dif. 
ficulty from the daggers of the people : and that the 
man of the conftitution fhould be preferved by 
flight from the fcaffold of liberty, only to fall unw 
der the fword of the laws. 


” Placed between two parties, thofe whom he had 
ferved fo much, and thofe whom he had fo groflly 
injured, general La Fayette did not hefitate.. This 
would have been a teftimony of efteem, if it was 
not the teftimony of fear. 


T fay he did not hefitate; for, though his defign 
was to procure by ftratagem a hofpitable reception, 
ynder the affumed name ofan emigrant, and to 

pafs 


T 4 

pats into Holland, ‘it is not. lefs true, that, perfe- 
cuted by the Facobins, he looked upon this hoftile 
country as anafylum. Not that he fuddenly ap. 
peared, like another Coriolanus, before the tents of 
the Volfci, with the noble and interefting air at-; 
tached to misfortune: La Fayette has nothing 0’ 
the Roman in him. No—it was rather the 3..- 
ftance of liberty granted to the infamous Théroigne, 
that made him conceive, in cafe of his being ar- 
sefted, the abject hope of a fimilar pardon. 


What kind of man then muft he-be, whom a re- 
volution could not aggrandize, and whom misfor- 
tune cannot hinder from being vile and contempti- 
Ble? In order to form a juft idea of him, we muft 
feparate him from that revolution, to which he had 
fo clofely united himfelf. | We fhall then fee, that 
like thofe rocks which owe their menacing appear- 
ance to the mountain that bears them up, and 
which, after their fall into the plain, are only fome 
little obftacles in the way of the traveller, La Fa- 
yette, after having alarmed Europe with the found 
of the French infurreétion, now ferves only to per- 
plex newspaper {cribblers with fpeculations on his 
queftionable character. 


Let us take a hafty furvey of this hero’s fea- 
tures, ftripped of his theatrical mafk, and dif- 
mounted from his ftilts: let us bring him down to 

his 
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his real ftandard and dimenfions.. In vain would 
T-endeavour té enlarge the picture; the man. would 
keep contiaually fhrinking; but I muft be in- 
,, dulged in a few details: one outline, a fingle ftroke 
\of the pencil is often enough to paint a great man ; 
ut the portrait of a little one requires an infinite 
i:amber of touches. ; 
When La Fayette, appearing to make an heroic 
ufe of his name, his fortune, and his youth, fet out 
for America, he excited that ordinary degree of at- 
tention and concern for his fuccefs which is ever 
attached to novelty.; Uncertainty increafed this 
concern: nobody could tell how far a timid and 
teferved boy, guided by a fort of obfcure infting, 
might one day rife in the fcaleof manhood. He 
had, however, fome fhare in the fuccefs of the 
American infurreétion. His look and figure of 
Inth mould were not difpleafing to-Wathington, 
to that very Wathington, who fince could not help 
feeing without an emotion of pity the helm of the 
Frénch revolution put into hands, which in Ame- 
rica he would not have trufted with a few pair of 
colours, 


La Fayette on his return to France, found a re- 
putation ready made, and invefted himfelf with it. 
He had the women on his fide, who fo often fancy 
Bhey. difcover glory in a great deal of noile, depth 

: of 





what ee to think! La. Fayette. was Somgct. 
1) The. “phe is immediately Siege pas 








ortunately repaired a, fault, which 
néin fadk, A is well known how fete 







<8 peti La Bayete obtained by: ‘eiisipiond 
cuesthe honour of. reprefenting « one corner of 


lom, and undertook to’ ‘ave the whole. ' 


Ives alfo into the ftates general; all full. of 
deas, all fare, of regenerating the nation, ari’ 
: lying 
















change in the chase of the moft amiable p 
upon earth. I fhall only fayy that La Fa 
who. now entered deeply into the tumults 


«with the name:of reprefentative, and the ti 
infurgent, natarally attracted the notice of. 

fpirators, and of the populace. M. Bailly, 
political. aftronomer,, who forefaw not 


in foarte the Frukdngemdsi: att 
the Champ de Mars. They both told the { 
\ © the king is befet by the enemies of the j 


himfelf, that it would be the ftrongeft pr $i : 
loyalty:to abandon him at this junGure.” I 
e confpiracy breaks out; the king’s fo’ 
iffed; La Fayette is named general of : 
= 


ae 


| rey 
guatds, amidft the thouts of the Parifian mobs 
vand the king‘finds himfelf forced to confirm an 
appointment, which gave a legal fanction to re- 
bellion. ; 
a / 


If La Fayette had received from nature an up/ 
fight heart, or at leaft, fome extent of underftan/,- 
ing, he would have ftudied at firft how to adate, 
and direét the violent progrefs of the infurreétion: 
‘but, on the contrary, he excites, he precipitates, he 
juftifies,—nay, he fanctifies it, in pronouncing with 
emphafis this maxim, which will ferve at once for 
his condemnation and his motto: infurreétion is the 
amoft facred of all duties. 


Such, in fact, is La Fayette’s character. In 
theory, the falfe fide of things always appears to 
him the new fide: in ation, he fancies himflf, 
great, when he has been purfuing the career of 
atrocioufnefs. What put this beyond a doubt is 
the fhocking infenfibility with which he viewed 
the long tortures and martyrdom of Foulon; and 
his laft words, when he fent off the unfortunate 
Berthier, under a guard of eight foldiers, through 
a mob of twenty thoufand affaffins ; “ offer,” faid 
he, ‘no violence to the people.’—He urged on 
the victim to his fate, and gave orders to fpare the 
executioners. S 

at 
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’ But, not to dwell upan the inflances of his in 
humanity, let us now review his horrid plots againit 
his mafter and his king. Wielding at will the 
ftrength of the military, and the opinion of the :po- 
pulace, he could at pleafure have theltered the 
monarch from all the enterprizes, either infolent, 
y murderous of the faction, and of the affembly. 
Boxhe employs the double leyer of force and opi- 
nion only to pufh this unhappy prince ftill farther 
under the wheels of their triumphal car: he takes 
a declaration of the rights of man, written for him 
by one of the philofophers of the Palais Rayal: he 
appears in the aflembly decorated with this.-bor- 
rowed production of guilt; and thus contributes 
to give a code to rebellion. 


La Fayette fhines with no lefs luftre on the night 
of the fourth of Auguft, which, like Bartholomew» 
tide, ought now to take a name in our calendar 
from the rapacious invafion of property. Buta 
plot of much greater iniquity had been for fome- 
time hatching in the recefles of his heart. 


Lewis XVI. ftill retaining fome fymptoms ‘of 
royalty, being ftill furrounded by his faithful 
guards and a part of the nobility, appeared to La 
Fayette'either too independent, or too well thielded . 

gainft any infurrection: he alfo thought Verfailles 
ke be at too gyeat a diftance from Paris: he there- 
; fore 
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fore forms the defign of tearing away the defcend. 

_ ant of a long line of fixty kings from the refidence 
of his predeceflors ; of maflacring, if neceflary, his 
faithful fervants ; and of leading him, bathed with 
their blood, under the yoke of the metropolis 3 / 
affured in his own mind, that he could for ever! 
difpofe of the empire, if he kept a king in chairys 
and protected a fenate. 


He breathes on the {park of rebellion, and all 
Paris is ina flame. This was on the night of the 
fixth of Oétober, a night for which we can more. 
ealily find tears than a proper epithet. 


When notice was fent him of the flaughter of 
the life-guards, he affected to difbelieve it: he pre- 
tends to be ignorant of what he well knows; to 
treat as ‘groundlefs report, what he himfelf hears} 
and as a mere vifion, what he himfelf fees: he de- 
ceives the king, a part of the aflembly, and the 
whole palace; leaves all the pofts defencelefs; and, 
-in order to put on a greater air-of innocence, he 
goes to {pend in fleep a.night which was to be the’ 
lait for the king’s houfhold.: The royal family is 
left between a defender who fleeps, and an enemy 
whoattacks. It will never be forgotten—it is in-_ 
deed impoffible to forget that fleep of barbarous 
hypocrify, and of cold-blooded atrocioufnefs : the, 
treafon, which lies awake, is not half fo execrable.~_ 


La 
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La Fayette will perhaps fay, that the enemy T 
alluded to, that the Duke of Orleans, as I muft 
mention his name, meditated even the murder of 
the royal family ; and that in the horror of fuch a 

\ defign, his own guilt is loft and: difappears: he 

\ will fay, no doubt, that upon the firft notice of the 

: jqueen’s being in danger, he flew to the palace, at= 
tenNed only to the calls of his duty, and -repelled 
the hord of affaffins. : 


This, in fact, is his boaft. I grant thas te would 
“not fuffer the dagger of any other ruffian to be 
mixed with his own bayonets, the gang of any 
other to join his own troops, or the confpiracy of _ 
another to be blended with his own plots; and it 
is to this jealoufy and rivalfhip that we are indebt- 
ed for the lives of the king and queen. . La 
Fayette wards off the blow that would.rob him - 
ofa crowned prifoner, and make an enemy his 
mafter: he fhields the king from the ftab of a 
" dagger, becaufe: it would be the laft ftab: he 
therefore -oppofes with fuccefs fifteen thovfand 
{oldiers to a few affaffins: 1n a word, Philip d’Or- 
leans,. wanting to cut the king’s throat,. and to 
reign.... General La Fayette, wanting to’keep the 
king in chains, and to reign..... here are two 
guilty traitors, alike void of every claim to inno- 

ence. What a fight it would be now to put them 
ee upon their defence, and to hear them {peak 

Vou. 1 G . of 
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of one another with that hatred and contempt, 
from which they feem equally to derive fome 
wretched gratification of their vanity! 


La Fayette’s victory over the Duke of Orleans is 
then his reward for the difference of heinoufnefs 
between his plot for the king’s imprifonment, an4 
the other’s plot againft the king's life. This feck 
of diftinGion cannot therefore be thrown into the 
{eale of his merit, or his fate. 


Let us now view him, after having put his rival 
to flight. Proud of his triumph, fure of his pri- 
foner, he appears before the affembly; gives an ac- 
count of the night of the fixth of O&tober ; jufti- 
fies the murders by an appeal to the teftimony of 
murderers ; braves the confciences of thofe who 
fhudder round him; flatters the mob who are 
tranfported with joy; and, having ended his 
{peech, takes his feat, covered as he was with the 
blood of the life-euards, and the applaule of thé 
tuffians who had butchered them, 


Upon all occafions he juftifies force, inflead of 
fortifying juftice. 


One day after another he pays his court to the 
populace with increafing meannefs and fervility. I: 
his fpeeches, in his letters to the moft defpicabl 
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part of the mob, he tells them: to execute your 

orders, to die, if it thould be neceffary, in obedi- 

ence to your will, is the faced duty of a man, 

whom you have vouchfafed to choofe for your 
* commanding officer.” Such was the language of 

this eldeft fon of liberty, who pulled down a court, 

anly to cringe and crawl in the ftreets. 

, 

This fyftem of adulation he fteadily continued to 
purfue. He facrificed to the cruelty of the populace 
the imprudent and difcreet Favras, and to the va~ 
nity of the citizens a poor remnant of the nobility, 
who {till watched round his majefty’s perfon. He 
alarmed the royal breaft by inifting on the arms 
of this handful of brave men, who furrendered 
only in obedience to the exprefs orders of their 
king. La Fayette diftributed their {poils among 
a banditti wearing uniforms; and thus purfued 
honour and royalty to their laft intrenchment. 


“fhe meafure of guile was now filled up and 
heaped. The facrifices made by Lewis the fix- 
teenth to the defpotifm of the affembly, to the rage 
of the faGtious, and to the daring attempts of the 
people, left the revolution without any refource, 
and the conftitution withoit any hope. [La Fay- 
ag one day gives him leave to take an airing as 

\ pr as St. Cloud; but the captive king perceives by 

pe unruly and infulting rediftance of the people, and 
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‘@Ven of the national guards, that his tyrant has sto 
power but that of oppreffing him. His maje(ty 
then refolves to hinder his people from committing 
new crimes: he wishes at laft to put an end to a 
tragedy already too long, and too painful to all 
Europe: his dejected eye turns of itfelf towards 
the feattered fragments of the monarchy: he feeh. 
that the falvation of France is no longer within 
herfelf; but fome remains of heat and life may 
perhaps be found in the extremities of the empire : 
he fets out. 


This was a thunder-clap to the metropolis: no 
more parties—no more factions—monarchy-men, 
republicans, nobility, citizens, plunderers, all are 
huddled together—all confounded—danger melts 
them into a common mafs—fear has but one com- 
plexion, defpair but one voice. La Fayette in 
particular aftonifhes his own fatellites: fear ex- 
cepted, the paffions had never produced in him 
any change of countenance. Now pale, thuddér- 
ing, diftracted, he runs, he flies in fearch of his loft 
prey, and remains himfelf the prey of a fufpicious, 
favage, and numberlefs mob, who furround him: 
his officers are ill ufed; his own life threatened ; 
and it is that threatened life which he pledges, and 
by which he {wears to bring back his royal pri- 
foner. Couriers are difpatched from Paris at his 
command; and all France is covered with {couts.. 
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>++. It is the fevere will of Heaven that the vidim 
thould be brought back, : 


I fhall here make but one reflection; how ne- 
ceffary a king isto France. Whether an object. of 
hatred, or of love, of refpect, or of outrage, itil 
qve muit have one. Behold Lewis XVI. Ina te. - 
vof&yon of fo republican a nature, he feems an 
obftacle to every thing Yet, if he difappears, all 
is loft. Thus blafphemies, and as of worfhip, 
equally atteft the exiftence of a God. 


Cruel rejoicings already proclaimed in Paris the 
feizure and arrival of the king, La Fayette paffes 
from a ftate of too vifible alarm and difmay to fe- 
cret tranfport: while the dark recefles of his heart 
{well with exulration, he marches before the royal 
family, who came on with a flow pace, covered with | 
infults and all the bitterne’s of affliGion, during a 
journey of feveral days, under a fcorching fun, over 
daty plains, and through the continually increafing 

tide of an ungovernable populace. La Fayette draws 
near, and gives that mob fome farther leffons of 
irreverence and inhumanity : he takes-a pleafure in 
crufhing a king of France, torn from his throne, 
under the pretended fovereignty of market-porters 
and fifh-women : he creates new tortures for migs 
fortune, and new affronts for royalty. 5 
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_& fn fad, they hardly enter the capital, till unde- 
términed in what manner to receive its king, when, 

“at the general’s order, all hats are kept on, all 
hearts are frozen, every voice mute, and every bo- 
fom fteeled againft the unhappy prince. By this 
filent horror, La Fayette let the people know, that 
he was going to become the judge of majefty. 

At length the Louvre prefents itfelf ‘to the 
wretched monarch’s view: its iron-gates and 
gloomy vaults hide him from the hateful light of 
‘day, from a perfidious land, from the ftare of a 
multitude, who were once his fubje&ts. Then it 
was that La Fayette, who had before affumed the 
‘airs of a mayor of the court, fuddenly ftooped to 
‘the office of jail-keeper, the ftrit and cruel duties 
of which are better fuited to his unfeeling and nar. 
row foul. The palace of the Thuilleries, the whole. 
of which on the outfide, from the roof to the very 
foundation, looks as it were briftling with bay- 
onets, is infefted within by guards, by fentinekeyby_ 
an infolent foldiery going their perpetual rounds. 
The royal family are not even allowed that inter- 
val of eafe and reft which the night appoints for 
the whole creation : their fleep is interrupted ; their 
beds are vifited; no regard is paid even to de- 
cency ; and for almoft three months, the indefa~ 
tigable La Fayette, as if he had multiplied himfelf,- 

4 
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is found in every corner of the om prifon. Hes 
tio longer afeep. : ; 


Meanwhile the indignation of Europe is rouzed, 
and the affembly begin to thudder. They feel the 
neceffity of faving the monarch, and the danger of : 
yetging on the people: they perceive that it is high 
tirf to give fome folid foundation, and affign fome 
Timm their labours: they ftop themfelves in 
their triumphant career: they decree that the maf- 
ter-piece of th conftitution thall be prefented to 
the king, and tat he fhall fign it, at the peril of » 

‘his crown and his life. 


La Fayette, fully fatisfied that he had made 
Lewis XVI. heartily fick of any new attempt to fly, 
and: defirous of remaining mafter of the king of the 
conftitution, immediately joins the ruling Party in, 
the national aflembly. 


“Rut this new {pirit of the legiflators did not 
{pread even to the tenth part of the abettors of the 
revolution, The great majority of the people 
murmur: they complain, that for above two years 
they had been urged on to democracy by fo many 
harangues, arguments, and crimes, to fall at laft 
into a fort of monarchy. The anniverfary of the 
gfederation comes round, and ferves to increafe the 
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© ie national affembly. Already the people are met 
in a body in the Champ de Mars: already are their 
hands ftretched out in the moft folemn manner on 
the patriotic altar: they take and adminifter oaths. 
By what figns then mutt their fovercignty be re- 
cognifed: when in July eighty-nine, their rebel- 
. lion-againft the king was fandioned by law, had it 
* fo grand, fo diftinguifhing a charaCteriftic? 
K 
The aflembly are in fome fufpenfe between the 
fovercignty of this people and thetr own conftitu- 
‘tion: after deliberating a little,t they are bold 
enough to decide in favour of their own work 
-againft their fovereigns. (I muft here ufe their 
‘own langage.) Martial law is decreed ; and this 
dangerous fervice is aff gned to La Fayette. He 
wavers; he advances; he recoils between two 
precipices. The firit gun, difcharged without his 
order, determines the queftion: the people are 
fired upon: the conftitution is dyed in blood; 
and the afiembly fow the Field of Mars with-aca- 
gon’s teeth, Here begins a new order of things. 
The legiflative body has forfeited the idolatry of 
the people: frightened at giving birth to what 
it never conceived, it haftens its own end; 
‘but, before its diffolution, breaks the general’s 
flaff, that feeptre of command, in La Bayer: 8 
- hands, 
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*, What the affembly -never conceived, and yet 
, brought forth, or gave birth to, is the ruling fac- 
tion of the Facobins. Already the popular roftrums 
are crowded, and every where rule over the aflem- 
blies: clubs govern the municipalities and direc 
tories ; and the petticoat gives the law to. the. 
breeches: {pears are now proudly lifted up between 
the axms of the regulars, and the fufees of the city 
militra Qe nation undergoes its laft metamorpho- 
fis; and frommone end of France to the other, the 
{pirit of the revNution prevails over the exact letter 
of the conftituufnal fyftem, : 
This machine, which never went on fora fingle 
day to pleafe even thofe who contrived it, this ab- 
furd conftitution cannot proteét either life, or pro- 
perty; and itis, in fat, from the king’s fidelity 
to fuch a ufelefs fyftem, that we may date his laf, 
misfortunes. I fhall not enter into the detail, be-"' 
caufe La Fayette had nothing to do with them; 
“and,.indeed, becaufe the fenfibility, or even the 
imagination of man cannot reach the excefs of 
fuch great, fuch reiterated calamities. 


‘© Why, in the revolutions of an empire, do 
the firft fufferings of the prince excite fuch a tor- 
sent of tears? It is becaufe the firft cruel ftrokes 
of Yrtune fubvert in his perfon all power and all 

i aiefty ; but if the continues to afflict, her laft 
7 rigors 
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figours fall only upon a wretched man. The per- 
fons of kings are in this refpect like the ftatues of 
the Gods: the blows are aimed at the divinity, 
but the laft fall upon a defaced piece of marble.” 
But, what new fun is that, which comes to difpel 
thofe gloomy images? The north of France is en- 
lightened : brilliant victory forces her way through 
the chaos: her voice of harmony makes the hole 
empire of anarchy refound! I fee the ear’: of the 
Cefars hovering in the air: I fee a great monarch 
followed by a long train of prigves: I fee Lewis 
XVI. reviving in the embraces 0.\ thofe facred per- 
fonages ; and again lighting up the extinguifhed 
xays: of his crown by the touch of Frederic Wil- 
Tiam’s diadem. 


Tam called back by La Fayette’s fall. He feeks 
a hiding-place in his own eftate, not to enjoy in 
peace the contemplation of that liberty, and that 
equality which coft him fo many crimes ; but to 
efcape from the Jacobins; to carry on fecvet in- | 
trigues for gaining votes in the provinces; and 
to make himfelf once more formidable. Thole 
fteps were not taken in vain: the moment a war 
is thought of, he gets the command of an army: 
he encamps on the northern frontiers; and during 
a campaign of three whole months, the general - 
only expofes his reputation and his friends, 
At 
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At laft the Jacobins, either pitying, or tired 
of the misfortunes of the monarchy, become the 
inftruments of Providence : they demand with 
loud cries the heads of all the conftitutional ‘re. 
prefentatives, and {et a price upon that of La 
Fayette. The new affembly contirm the fens 
tence. i 


That "xeneral, who had not quitted his army, 
when they ?xcrificed Foulon, Berthier, and‘ the 
life guards, and\yhen they threatened the lives ‘of 
their majefties, ;deferts them the inftant he is. 
threatened: he flies, he varithes fr m the ftage 
of the revolution, juft like a theamical hero who 
falls, and is off before the end of the play. Em. 
ploying as his fafeguard, or thield, that very 
name of emigrant, which he had made a capital — 
crime of, in fo many unfortunate Frenchmen, he 
prefents himfelf, followed by fome traitors, before 
the out-pofts of the Auftrian army: he is difco- 
vered, and made prifoner. . 


Such is La Fayette’s character, drawn from the 
political mazes in which his whole life has been 
bewildered : fuch is is the true nature of the man, 
traced in the recefles of his heart, and the wind. 
i his mind: he is not of a decifive ftamp, or 
> with refpect to folly, or wickednefs ; but a 
mpound of both ; always wrong in his plans, 
, always 
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“dalways cruel in the execution : collectively abfurd, 


and criminal in dctail : 
Et dubitamus adbuc mercedem extendere faétis! 


REFUTATION 


“Of the Calumnies fpread abroad againfi ie Freneb 
Clergy, who have taken refuge ivEngland. 





HEN LewisXIV. by a meafure equally in- 

* confiftent with policy, and with the true 

‘fpirit of the gofpel, banithed the proteftants from 
his kingdom, we do not find, that either his mini- 
fters at foreign courts, cr his catholic fubjeéts in 
~any ‘of the neighbouring fiates, endeavoured to 
ftir up any farther perfecution of thofe unhappy 

‘ fagitives in the different countries, which had af- 
forded them fhelter. But we are not to expect 
fuch forbearance from the implacable hatred, 
which philofephic zeal, much more inflamed than 
religious zeal, has {worn againft thofe minifters of 
"the catholic faith, whom the decrees of the na- 
tional aflembly, and the dread of fharing ia the fate 
of their butchered brethren, have forced to ..ban- 
don their country, and to feek a retreat in tome 
hofpitable land, ae 
The 
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ge The moft abfurd and moft atrocious flanders, 
_ the moft hateful and the moft violent means have 
been employed by the Facobins to make a. the na- 
tions of the univerfe rejet with cruelty-a clafs-of 
people, againft whom their worft enemies have not 
been able to bring a fingle charge fairly fubftan- 
tiated, It feems, that in aiming at the total ex. 
tinGion of thofe melancholy victims, they want to 





that made fo many martyrs.ig September. 
teftible faéts thew the evidencé-andjuttice of the 
reproaches here thrown upon the French revolu- 
tionifts. : 


We thall not follow them through their vague 
declamations againft the circulating letter of the © 
archbifhop of Mechlin in favour of the French 
ptiefts who have fled into the low countries. We 
thall confine ourfelves to the infamous and wicked 
infinuations thrown out in England by the agents 
of thofe fons of blood, in order to prejudice againft 
the refugee priefts, the only people who have ap- 
peared moft affected at their fate, and moft in- 
clingd to fofien its rigours. “Che correfpondence 
of fich of the French Facobins. as have come into : 

gland is regularly fent for infertion in the jour- ~ 
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,teitof Gorfas, that is to fay in the common fewer 
“into which all the finks of the revolution beyond , 
fea difcharge their filth, Ina letter dated from 
London, which appeared in the twenty-fixth num- 
ber of the Courier of the eighty-three departments, we 
meet with the following affertions ; * that the hy- 
proctify of the refractory priefts is found out: 
that they now begin to infpire contempt: that on 
the 19th a popular {peaker reprefented g‘th great 
exergy in Suffolk-ftreet the dangeyt importing 
fuch 3- race of men, one of the %ndamental arti- 
eleof who’ faith is, that anothe” man can abfolve 
them from all the dupies of fociety—men notorious 
for facrificing every thing, even the moft facred 
ties of gratitude, to the propagation of their perni- 

cious doctrine.” 


How can the wretched fcribblers hope, that fuch 
declamatory invectives, equally abfurd, and defti- 
tute of proofs, can urge to violent meafures a peo- 
ple eminently renowned for calm deliberation and 
good fenfe. No—it is impoffible for thofe men to 
be hypocrites, who facrifice- their property, their 
connections, and every thing dear to them in life, 
in obedience to the authoritative voice of confci- 
ence. It is impoffible that perjury fhould be fami- 
liar to thofe faithful minitters, who, with one vjord, 
could have avoided banithment, and fecured tham- 
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felyes from all kinds of perfecution, and from the 
j imminent danger of a cruel death. . 


If we confider the truths, for which they con- 
tend, but as mere matters of opinion, yet, even im. 
that cafe, they muft appear deferving cf public ef-: 
teem for their devoted adherence to them. No 
people know better how to fet a proper value on 
€, and to do them juftice than the, En- ~ 
glifh, among\whom fteadinefs and confiftency:of 


principle will be*glways fure to excite fenti ts.of, 
admiration*, 4 


~ 


If it be true, that it is an artic OF Juich with the 
French priefts, shat another man can abfolve them 
from all the duties of fociety, why did they fuffer 
themfelves to be condemned to a rigorous tranf-~. 
portation? Why did they of their own free will 
renounce, what attaches men moft ftrongly to life, 
their relations, their friends, all the endearments of 
fociety that agreeably filled the intervals of leifure, 
which the duties of their facred fundtion allowed 
them; when it was fo eafy for them to preferve all 









* A French clergyman lately made ufe of the word compaffony” 
to defcribe to Mr. Burke the fentiments manifefted by the En- 
favour of the French refugees—“ Compafion !” replied 





thofe 
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tate comforts, by taking an oath, from which 
their faith afforded them fo very convenient a me- 


thod of being abfolved, the moment it began to lie 
heavy on their confciences ? 


We are told of their zeal to propagate their doc- 
trines: but can any men be more ardent propaga~ 
tors than the Yacobin miffionaries, who fcour all 
Europe, to ftir up the people to rebel age 
rofpective governments ? ? men, who péolicly preach 
their~ feditious opinions in the goffee-houfes and 
tayerns of this metropolis ?—meq, who infult with 
horrid grins and gefyares any man ready to contra- 
dic treafonable Wwiinuations ?—a fet of beings, in 
‘fhort, who feem incapable of exifting in any ele- 
ment, but anarchy! Befides, how could the faich 
of a million of people, which London contains, be 
influenced by a thoufand, or :velve hundred indi 
viduals, feparated from the natives of the country 
by the difference of their manners, their habits, and 
particularly their language, and who, alfo, looking 
upon themfelves as mere fojourners, or travellers, 
" are deeply intereftedin conciliating the efteem and 
good will of their generous hofts? 





_M. Gorfas’s correfpondent farther informs him, 
«that the French prieits have had the auyward 
_and abfurd impudence to publifh in Loncpn a 
book of martyrs, in which we meet with a juftihsa- 
tioz 


ticn of the’ maffacre. on St; Bartholomew’s day ; 
: fatire upon proteltants, and the, grofieft ini 
: againft the people of England.” This book, nd, 
doubt, is an jnvention of the Correfpondeny’ 8. The 
refugee priefts know nothing of any fuch work: 
It is indeed, very poffible, that the Jacobins naw 
in London might publifh a book of that fort, and 
afcribe it to the unfortunate men againft whom 
they hayg renewed in France the horrid maffacre 
they reproaty them with, in order to render them 
odious. Such fcheme is quité in thé truc ftyte. 
and fpirit of revostionifts ; but it is to be ho ef. 
that they will not gain in the metropdlis of 
gland the fame credit, which they have fo erally 
abufed at Paris. 










But farther more, there is not one French prieft, 
who. does not look upon the maffacre of the pro- 
teftants on Bartholomew day with horror. ‘The 
only perfons, whofe memory they dwell upon. with . 

. pleafure, when that fhocking day is mentioned, 
are the celebrated Hennuyer, bifhop of Bayeux, 
who oppofed the maffacre of the Calvinifts with fo 
much courage and fuccefs, by throwing open Lis, 
church to them asa fanétuary, and placing him-, 
felf between them and the daggers that were aimed, 
at thgir breafts ; and D’Ortex the brave command-, 
ant gf Bayonne, who, having received orders to 
fheft their blood, replied, ‘ rbat in all bis garrifon 

could only fide suet ready to fight the enemies of 
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ey 

the late, but not a fingle butcher to cut the throats of 
his fellow citizens.” How «xactly would the very 
reverfe of this reply {uit the Yacobins ? Well! thofe 
‘two refpectable charaéters belonged to the two 
claffes of the French nation, who have experienced 
all the rage of the ruting party. 


3 As in the catholic clergy, whatever may be the 
‘difference between their tenets and thofger? protef- 
tants, that difference, according oe of the 
gofpel, ought to have no influencgs in the difcharge 
of.the focial duties. Morality, ,which is the fame 
in all religions, would condemn them as mon- 
fters, if they were capable of infultinga people who 
“have given them fo humane a reception. They 
have too good an opinion of the Englifh clergy, 
they have experienced too many marks of fenfibi- 
lity, too many proofs of generofity in their prefent 
calamitous fituation from fome of the higheft dig- 
nitaries of the church, to fuppofe them capable of 
any abfurd jealoufizs or fufpicions. They hope to~ 
prove, on the contrary, by the difcretion and pro- 
priety of their own conduct, that they are really 
deferving of the honourable hofpitalicy they have 
met with; and that their fentiments correfpond 


well with the dignity of the caufe, for which they 
* fuffer. 


‘ 
t 
The Facobin {cribbler fays, in another part of\his 


letter, that the Englith government feels no {mitt 


uncafiness * 


L's de 


: mace at the tefidence'af fo many French prielts 
ia London. Affusetlty, if any Frenchmen ought 
“to be a caufe of uneafinefs to government, it muft 
be the emiffaries for propagating rebellion,’ ‘wha.” 
are eager to produce in England fuch a ctuth afd: 
fubverfion of all eftablifhments as they have effected” 
in their own country, and who already preach up 
in their favorite haunts the facred duty of infurrec- 
tion. 






Govmniiens. thy fay, repents having paid 4 any re: 
gard to the mummeri2s of the refugees. The point ¥ in, 
queftion has nothing to do with mummeries, but °. 
with the facred rights of hofpirality exercifed 
towards the generous martyrs to the throne and the 
altar. The French continue to feel every day its 
happy effects, both from the government and the 
people. Itis the will of heaven, that acts of kind 
nefs fhould multiply in proportion as the Facobins 
redouble their efforts to prevent them. 2 


Laftly, ‘the flanderous correfpondent pretends, - 
“* that the maintainance of thefe tranfalpine vermin ° 
cofts the treafury above two thoufand pounds.a 
day ; that the fountains of charity gradually ceafe ~ 
to flow, as the vices and pretenfions of thofe vifi- 
tants ar¢ detected ; and that a plan is now in agitar” 
tion to make them crofs the feas again, ert to fr. 
them, at Winchelfter,” 
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“<The many folid works, publithed at different 
times by the French clergy’ againft what is called 
tranfulpine doctrine, are known all over Europe. 
Every body in England knows that the treafury has 
contributed nothing to the fupport of the French 
refugees ; that the fubfeription opened for that pur- 

‘pofe fills every day. That fuch of the priefts as 
crofs the feas again to go to the Netherlands, do it 


from choice, and with a view of beip““in greater 
readine{S to retuvn, . ben wanted 70 their refpec- 


tive provinces. In fhort, every body knows, that go- 
vernment has, indeed, made an cffer of the fpacious 
caftle at Winchefter to fuch of the French clergy 
as might with to retire there, in order to live with 
greater «economy, by forming themfelves into a fo- 


ciety together, and as provifions are much cheaper 
there than in London. 


M. Gorfas’s correfpondent is well acquainted 
with all thefe circumftances ; but it is the intereft 
of his calumniating fadtion to pervert every thing: 
it is impoffible for the pureft and moft wholefome 

"aliments to pafs through putrid channels, without 
being impregnated with fome of the noxious efflu- 
via. He knows it is eafy to clofe any wounds in- 
flicted by his feurrilous inveétives. But he hopes 
that the fears will remain, and that upon ths: firft fa- 
vourable opportunity, it will be eafy to tear them 
open, in order to fhed with greater effe& the blood 


ae 
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of the priefthood, for which he and his party pave 
fo unquenchable a thirft. - 


In the twenty-firft number of the fame journal, 
there is a letter from the fame London correfpon- 
dent, in which it is faid, that many ra{cally impof- 
tors, difguifed as priefts, have mixed with the re+ 
fugees coming from France. It is certain that fe- 
veral of the Facobins have affumed the air and ap- 
pearance OSynfortunate exiles, to efcape the earth- 
quake of their own country, which threatens to 
fwallow up in one common abyfs the perfecutors 
and the perfecuted. We may very fafcly affert, that” 
even fome of the conftitutional priefts are of this 
number, and have in fuch difguife even applied 
for a fhare of the fubfcription-money ; and that the 
only revenge taken upon them was to pretend not 
to know their quality, in hopes that being affected - 
by the conduét of the victims they had made, and 
who could have expofed their difguife, they might 
be brought to repentance. 


NX 





It is not only in the contisental papers that the. 
Facobins now in London thew their malignant en- 
mity to an unhappy fet of men, whofe whole race 
they wifh to annihilate. - They neglect no means’ 
of Hiding their perfidious infinuations into any of 
the Englith papers, whofe éditors they can either 
deceive, or bribe. They firft gave out in fuch pa-. 
‘ yagraphs, that the number of refugee’ priefs’ 


amounted 
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amounted to between ten and twelve thoufand, 
Their aim was to excite in the minds of the Lon- 
doners a jealoufy of the immenfe charities, which 
would be fwallowed up by an influx of diftreffed 
objects ;.and an apprehenfion that this increafe of 
population might affect the price of provilions. It 
is eafy to perceive the weeknefs of fuch objections ; 
but the common people do not calculate things 
‘nicely, and the fmalleft alarm refpeéting the necef- 
faries of life may hurry them into outyeous at- 
tacks upon thofe whom they fufpet of having 
caufed an advance in the price. 


This artifice had but a momentary fuccefs, and 
produced no explofion. They had recourle to an- 
other, They drew up a fallacious ftatement of the 
fub{cription-money raifed in London for the relief 
of the French clergy, and of the number of thofe, 
for whofe maintenance it was attended. According 

- to the Yacobin fabrications, inferted in one of their 
gazettes, the fum fublcribed already amounted to 
twenty thoufand pounds; and there were but a 

.thoufand French priefts in the metropolis, and not 
miore than half that number ftood in need of relief. 


Here they had a double end in view, to abate 
the generofity of the Englifh in favour of ‘he 
French clergy, and to reprefent as a waite of cha- 
rity the employment of the immenie produce of 
the fubfcription, Nothing can be more eafy than to 

overturn 
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overturn thofe daring ‘mipofitions by a fair ‘ftate- 
ment of the accounts; made out from authentic 
papers. 






“In the Arlt place, itis certain, that ‘at the4 
thofe exaggerated accounts were publithed by 
party, the fubfcription did not exceed four, or five 
thoufand pounds. There are hopes now that it 
will rife ae higher, after the pro/peéfus will have 
had time to*<irculate in the interior parts of the 

_ country, where the nobility and gentry refi st 


This fubfcription is intended for the relief not | 
only of the priefts who have fled to London, but 
of all thofe in the like fituation, who are to be met. 
with throughout the whole extent of the Englith 
dominions. Now, there are from twelve to four. _ 
teen hundred in the metropolis, five or fix hundred‘ 
in and about Portfmouth, a hundred at Dover and. 
in the neighbouring villages ; a great many at Gof- 
port, Canterbury, Haftings, and other places; and 
two thoufand five huidred in the ifland of Jerfey, 


Moft of thofe poor people have been plundered 
by their countrymen, on quitting the frontiers, ‘qr. 
upon the road to the ports where they took hip: 
ping. They have been robbed of their money, 
and ftripped of their cloaths. Their effects were 
detained. Their watches, nay, their fhoe-buckles 

yand their knee buckles, in fhort every thing be- 
came. 
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- caitié the prey of the patriotic banditti. The con- 
* tributions for their relief muft, no doubt, be laid 
out in fupplying them with cloaths, as well as 
" victuals; and the approach of pinching winter 
renders the former an object of very urgent ne- 
ceffity. 


- ” Such is the real and indifputable reprefentation 
of their affairs, by which one may eafily judge 
what little credit is due to the reporteOf Facobin 
newfpapers, It was thought neceflary to enter into - 
thefe details, as more mifchief is- often occafioned 

‘among the common people by error and miftake, 
than by any vicious propenfity ; and we cannot be 
too much upon our guard againft the craft and 
wicked fubtleties of which the acobin breed are 
capable. -The ‘French refugees would think they 
had difcharged a part of the debt of gratitude 
which they owe to the hofpitable nation that has 
received them with onen arms, if they could pre- 
ferve it from the calamities which afllic their na- 
tive country. They cannot fulfil that duty more 
veffetually than by thus expofing the chara¢ter and 
defigns of thofe blood-thirfty tigers, that are now 
on the watch for havoc in the capital of Great 
Britain. 


+ 


LATE PICTURE OF PARIS. - 





CHAP, IL 


Conduct of the Court and the Mi nifiry, in Oppofition,.to 
the republican Plan of the Faétious, and for thé Sup. 
: be of the Conftitution. : 


€ Dans la erainie une fois il fufit qu’on débute, 
* Une chiite toujours attire une autre chite. 
“ Le bonheur eit un ifle efcarpée, et fans bords, 
“ Ou lou ne ventre plus dés qu'on en eft dchors.” 
Boizav. 


\ , riprver undertakes to write a completé 


hiftory of the diffolution of the French mo- 
narchy, muft not omit the unpunithed riots in the 
months of July and O&ober 1789; the oaths dic- 
tated to the king in his prifon by M. Necker ; and 
the law afterwards impofed upon that monarch at 
his return from Varennes. The narrower limits of 
my fubje€& confine me to the hort interval which 
took place between the birth and the death of the 
conftitution ; aH if T take any notice of thofe firft 
crimes, it is‘ aly to rémind the reader, that their 
“impunity had fully dife’; :ered Lewis the Sixteenth’s 
Vou. I, ‘I character ; 


, 
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arian! his abhorrence of blood ; his with to faa 
crifice himfelfin order to fpare the effufion of that 
of Freachmen ; and the exceffes to which an auda- 
” cious faction, might proceed without fear. Riches 
and prefermicnts had been the reward of all thofe, 
who had contributed to deftroy a government, 
which, they faid, exifted without a conftitulion, in 
order to place in its ftead a conftitution without a 
government: it was natural that their fucceffors, 
whofe avarice and ambition were equally unbound- 
ed; deriving ftrength from the king’s weaknefs 3 
having at their command the majority of the people 
whom they had armed, and a fund which their will 
rendered inexhauftible ; above all mafters of public ; 
opinion, fhould be animated by the like eagernefs 
to deftroy. The only difference between their crimes 
and thofe of their predeceffors is, that which niay be 
obferved between an original painting and acopy. 


M. Necker having in the firft inftance fubverted 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom by fuch a 
moulding of the ftates general as increafed the pro- 
portion and influence of men of no property, and _ 
the Abbé Siéyés, by his curious-demonftration that 
the thirdis the whole, having effected the change of 
the flates general into a national affembly, the im- 
pulfe was given, the work fet a going; and every 
body muft allow, that it required but one ftep more 
foracapuchin friartoinfiftupon a national convention, 

and 
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and to obtain fe fall 4nd entire excercife of the . 
fovereignty of the people. j 


M. Baily, iseitg upon that as a delightful day, 
on which the king, conquered by the mayor of Patis, 
came through the midft ofa hundred and fifty thou- 
fand fubjects to put himfelf under his protection, 
had traced out before hand the line to be purfued by 
his fucceffor in office, who, when he beheld twenty- 
five thoufand men marching againft the king, 
thought it a delightful fight ; and who, when his ma- 
jetty was covered with the cap of licentioufnefs, and 
infulted a thoufand ways, complimented the popu- 
dace on the wifdom and dignity of their behaviour, 


M. de La Fayette, by putting himfelf at the head 
of the rebel army on the rth of July, and declar- 
ing that the moft facred ofall duties was infurre@tion 
~ againft a government, in which there were fome 
abufes, only fhewed his happy rival Santerre the 
path he had to follow, in order to fecure the com- 
mand of the vileft rabble, and to fan@tify the over- 
throw ofa conftitution, which was remarkable only 
for its vices. 


The fame thing may be faid.of the difbanding of 
the kiig’s conftitutional guards, and the difmiffton 
of his life-guards: Charles Lameth putting to flight: 
Marthal de Broglio his uncle, and M., Briffot in his 

Il2 turn 
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tum Seehaite the two Lameths to a foreign jand ¢ 


- Mirabeau threatening to impeach the queen on the 


fixth of Otober, and Condorcet drawing up twenty 
heads of an-impeachmentagainft her, if the perfons 
named by him are not appointed minifters ; Bifhop 
Perigord facrificing the property of the clergy, and 
Bifhop Fauchet facrificing their perfons ; Menou 


giving up Avignon and Jourdan tothe nation, and 


the nation and Jourdan purfuing Menou -on the 
roth of Auguft; Barnavea:-plauding the murder of 
Foulon, and Marat demanding Birnave’s head; alt 
go inthe fame line—alll, we equally guilty. But 


though the firft reprefentatives of. the nation have 


no excufe in the eye of juttice, they offer to hiftory 
fome inftances of intrepid boldi.: {3 and their me- 
wmorics claim that kind of concern which we feel at 
the fate uf great criminals ; they, fought againft re- 
alitics; their fucceffors had but a phantom to over. 
turn: thefe fuper added cruelty to proud ambition + 
they faiu, ‘the conftitution has deftroyed the mo- 
narchy, Ict the republic in its turn deftroy the con- 
ftitution 5 and it was fo.” 


Such then is the melancholy confequence of the 
firft fhock, and of giving the fanétion of law to a 
revolution :—once put in motion, nothing can ftop 
its fatal progrefs :—Its authors are firft fwept away 


in the torrent formed by themfelves: all now is re- 


volution—all is change :—men, things, opinions, 
manners, 
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manners—néthing’ could refift its force :—wifdom 
is a farce—property a niere chimera; and the very 
inftant’a ‘throne totters, the af ylum of the meatieft 


micchahii¢c is no longer fafe. 


"Thus in Englandwe may at this in‘tant contemp- 
late the inftruétive fpedtacle ‘of three parties, fuc- 
ceffively conquefors and ‘conquered, all now fugi- 
tives and outcafts: The author of the oath, the _ 
fcourge of the clergy, the patriarch of the intruders,” 

- Hite hides himfelf with his gold in the mid&t of ten 
_ thoufand priefts, of whofe banifhment he was the 
caufe ; and fhuns the fight of thofe haplefs objects, « 
by which he is inceffantly haunted. The founder of ° 
clubs reproaches one man with his municipalities, 
_and another with his departments. A magiftrate 
lands afhamed of his Juries, and of his high national 
court; and he meets, upon his arrival, with thé two 
Delatres, who efcaped, as bya miracle, from his pri- 
fons at Orleans. The officers of the regiment of 
royal dragoons hardly reach the fhore, when the : 
firft object that ftrikes them is the perfon whochain- . 
ed their arms and their cowicge on the fourteenth of 
July,and who advifed theking to remove thofeloyal | 
troops. Some Swifs officers who efcaped thegene- 
ral wreck, feek a place of temporary refuge in Eng. 
land, and find it under the fame roof with the man, 
who had given them the perfidious order to facrifice 
themfclves. Thus London contains at once in its 
13 bofom 
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bofom the victims and the executioners ; and thus 
heaven, by crowding into the fame {pot the abettors 
of the firft revolutionifts, and the principal agentsin 
every fucceeding ftage of innovation and anarchy, 
~feems willing to hold out to the turbulent and fac- 
tious of every country, particularly to thofe of Eng- 
. land, an alarming example of the fate that awaits: 
them. Heaven has begun the punifhment of our 
_ incendiaries: it :is brought them toawifeand happy 
‘ Jand. The omnipotence of the law here confines 
within their own bofoms their paffions, and their en- 
mities, which the greateft misfortunes can hardly 
extinguith, Government alfo, on its part, hinders 
_them from difturbing the peace and good order of 
fociety by their opinions ; and it appears that this 


double reftraint is already a dreadful torment to, 
thofe diftempered {pirits. 


This whimfical siietablage of jarring elements is 
not, however, at anend. For whatever fhort period 
the wretched exiftence of the refugees may be pro- 
longed by any unforefeen circumftance, we fhall fee 
their number increafed by new perfecutors, perfecu- 
ted in theirturn, Briffot and Condorcet will thortly 
come to fill the taverns here with the fame com- 
plaints again{t Robefpierre and Marat, that the con- 
flicutionalifts have already uttered againft the mo- 
marchy-men, and that the latter have poured out 
againik the partizans of a old government. The 

revolution 
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revolution cannot be ftopt till it has gone the 
whole round of the cirele ; and the miferies ef anar 
chy, which we have not been able to avoid, willBring 
us back, Sooner or later, in more or lefs of. the pro 
_vinees, under the paternal yoke of one perfon. ; 


We niight have avoided in 1789 thehorror of pity, 
with which we infpire all Europe, if timid counfels 
had not led the king altray refpecting his duty. Pus 
fillanimous ad@vifers diffuaded him from punifhing . 
fome fattious: leaders; they concealed from him, . 
that ‘policy is the only philofophy of empires 5 and: 

- that afew drops of blood fhed upon a proper occa» 
fios, often prevent it flowing in ftreams. Hene- 
glected bringing the Duke of Orleans, Mirabeau, 
the Abbé Sigyés, and Petion to trial on the 14th of 
July: he let all France take up arms: anarchy re- 
ceived a code ; and: Europe was’ threatened, 


All the reproaches which policy haga right. to 
caft upon Lewis XVI. are equally: applicable to.che 
powers of Europe, wha quietly faffered, in the very 
heart of them, two millions of people toarm, though _ 
there was no fuperior force, no effective government 
to infure, to be refponfible for the wife condu& of 
fuchan: armed multitude. But of what ufe isig naw 
to break out into empty complains! Alt Europe: 
Should rife ar length ; and the fuccefs.o — tsarms 
will decide che’ fate- of the world. we 
; At 
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At the clofe of the laft century, France, governs 
ed by the moft abfolute of kings, threatened ail-the 
‘neighbouring potentates with univerfal monarchy : 
at the clofe of the prefent, philofophers and rheto- 
ricians have dethroned a king, the friend of peace; 
and democracy, already planted by France in feve- 
ral ftates, menaces all Europe with its {pears and 
its firebrands. It is alfo werthy of remark, that the 
fame fortune, which watched over the King’s Jife in 
the midil of the mafiacies at Paris, fecms ftill equal 
ly watchful of his glory, by conveying to him in 
his prifon, as a palliative of that weaknefs with 
which he has been fo much reproached, the defeats 
and the ftupor of thofe very kings, who were com- 
ing to his aifunce. 


But, while we wait with anxious expectation for 
the great events of the next year’s campain, I fhall 
examine, whether Lewis XVI. as contftitutional 
king, deferved the misfo:tuncs which have over- 
whelmed him; and whether the precautions, which 
he was bound by the conftitution to wke againft 
thofe that infringed it, were not the refult of his 
right, and of his duty. 


It was impoffible for him not to perceive the plan 
of republicanifin eagerly fet on foot by the wicked- 
nefs of the Fucobins. The journals, the debates, the 


proceedings of thofe ftrange friends to the conftitu- 
tinn 
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tion were publithed, and their prevalence in the:af- 
fembly iacreafed every day. On the other hand, 
hourly trials of the conftitution proved that it was 
impoffible to reduce fuch a fyRem to: practice, 
The inferior adminiftrative bodies every where, 
encroachcd on their fupcriors. Her foldiers, loft 
in clubs, and left without their officers who emi- 
grated, formed only the fkeleton of an army, 
The national guards, fplit into a thoufand differ- 
ent parties, afforded government no:firm and ac- 
tive fupport : the fovereign was every where, and 
fovereignty exifted no where, es 


- The king at the fame time faw him(eif deferted 
by elmoft. all his nobility, who crowded to the 
court of his brothers, His tender affeétion for 
them was, not proof againft the refentment he 
felt at feeing them engaged in hoflile preparations, 
Reports, that were perhaps ticacherous, but un- 
doubtedly exaggerated, has filled his pure and 
upright heart with alarms, refpecting the fchemes. 
and excefles at the court of Coblentz, : which was’ 
reproached with all the vices and ali the intrigues 
that had ruined France. After having, therefore, 
exhau: ed all the means of negociation, he fent a - 
difcreet perfon, a man according to his’ own heart, 
to order, in the name of the French nation, a 
ftop to be put to the raifing and colleéting of 
forces in the clectoral ftates. M. Bigo de Saint- 
: ; Croix, . 


{ 04 J 


Grafix, who was intrufted with this painful com- 
miffion, acquitted himfelf with honour,’ amidit 4 


thoufand perils ; and the dangers, which fo faith. 


fol a fervant of the king had run, irritated their 
roe Rid mare againft that.turbulent army, 


The ‘emigration of the nobility had affected the 
king very fenGbly : it alfo endeared to him more 
ftrongly the few that remained near his perfon, and 
who promifed to die at his feet. As to the emi- 


_ grants, his. majefty could not hate them ; but he 
could no longer love them. 


Thus fqueazed between the clath of there pars 
ties, one of whom withed tv re-eftablith royalty in 


_ -France, at the rifk of Lewis the fixteenth's life; the 


fecond was determined not to have a king on any 


‘terms; and the thirdwould admit only of adepend~ 


ent king, who was te be the flave of an imprac+ 


ticable conftitution, his majefty could not help feek-- 


ing for fome way to get out of fo diftreffing a fitua- 


fion : it would be in vain to deny, that the king 


' "knew the conftitution too well to be fond of i it, 


He could not help longing for fome alterations 
which might enable government to act, and tq 
unite under the banners of peace the angry and di. 
vided hearts ‘of his fubjeéts. This was the conftang 
with of his foul: and though he could not bring 
jt about, it was becaufe the means of revifing the 

conftitution, 
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conttitution, according 40 thie principles laid dows, 
and decreed, were, tike the fyftem itfelf, incapable : 
of being @xseuted. As therefore he-eould not 
effegt: ig. eonfticutionally, he fele it to be his Witry 
to éndédvour to obtain from the departments a revi. 
fal of fo many abfurdities by gentle methods; by | 
that of opinion, for inftance; by that of confidence, ° 
in collecting gbout him the talents and knowledge 
of the moft virtuous ten in the kingdom ; by that 
of union, eguémg. peace to be preached wp every 
whee, and keeping off war ; and laftly, by the aid 
of the jaw; and adhering himfelf as clofely'as’ 
pofible to the precife letter of the conftitutional 
aét. Republicanifm was too flrong for the con- 
ftirution: nobody wanted the latter; the whole 
body of rafcals wanted the former 3 and all the 
king’s good policy failed, 


As to public opinion, his maiefty could not be 
miftaken with refpect to the fentiments of all the 
men of property in the kingdom: their hearts 
_ were drawn towards him by one common effort. 
Whenever any cpportunity offered of fhewing’ 
him this” attachment, either at the theatre, or in 
his palace, every good Frenchman did. it -with 
tranfport. It may be cafily remembered what’ 
crowds always attended any performances, in which 
alittle royaley was difplayed. Every body re- 
members with what violence the opera of Richard 
: ' Cour 
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Geur de Liow was forbidden by:the municipality, 
and with what care that of. Adrian was fupprefied, 
even before it, was peiformed, and its merits de- 
cided upon. The demagogue fiction could not 
' forgive the empty benches that were always feen at 
the performance of Gracchus, of Calas, of Charles 
IX.: and all the other Jacebite productions of our 
falfe wits, the predominant feature in which was a 
. bad wieining buvked cut in bad veif:, The dena- 
gogue faction could not endure balads to be 
brought upon the flage, as they might inc ve us 
to refume fome part of our ancient chor .cter. 
Their gaiety was a crime, the loy ity hoy breath- 
eda grievance; the pleafure of fm. over ruled 
‘the rage of cthers 5 and all the {j-eétat ts had like 
to be killed, at coming out from one of t 0.e en- 
tertainments, by the uludgcons of a gang ict loofe 
from the Fucobite den. 


There were other grounds alfo, upon which the 
king might form a proper judgment of the epinion of 
the public. Every party had’ its clubs, every opi- 
nion its writers, every fet its journalifts : Corde- 
liers, Jacobins, Feuillans, monarchy-men, arifto- 
ctats, had each their favourite newfpapers: the 
Friend of the People, the French Patriot, the Oniverfal 
Gazette, the Mercury, and the Friend of the King, 
appear periodically, to corrupt, or to flatter the 


opinion of the readers. The proportion of the 
: number ~ 
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number of fubfcribers tothe three laft works, com- 
pared with the purchafess of the two firft; was.as 
35 to 23 and there were'three times _as many of 
the moderatt,” Or royalift newfpapers as. 6f any: 
others: The king could not therefore. bé ‘hiifta- 
ken as to the general wifhes of his kingdom.* It 
was propofed to him to encourage the farther 
avowal of thofefentiments, and to repel the attacks 
of the faction with the like weapons: his majefty 
confented, “wut atthe fame time: recommended 
above alk. things a‘fpirit of public order,‘#ind a due’ 
refyest:for:the canfticuted powers. Then began 
the war of pofting-bills: the Sentinel in one! “place, 
” the cock-crowing in another 5 here the friend of the 
citizens, and farther on the friend of the conftitution. 
covered the wails of the metropolis; and tired out 
every body, withcut making a convert of any body. 
This pretended confpiracy of pofting-bills fubjeCted 
however, the unfortunate Laporie to fentence of 
death. —But it is not yet time to {peak of the frivo- 
loufnefs of the charge, and of the courage of the 
accufed. 1 thall therefore return to the fecond 
means of refiftance emploved by the king, the. in 
fluence and opinion of men uf the greateft wear it anid td-" 
Jents in the kingdom, , 








Here it may not be i improper to take a tatty 
view of the councillors, ‘who, during this period, 
were intrufted with the executive power. 
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: And firt of all, let no man Blame the king for 
the neceffity he was under in choofiig his minif: 
ters from among thofe who had made facrifices to 
the revolution: he is Jather entitled to our thanks 
for the choice He made whenever he could follow 
his own inclination, and for the dire&ing impulfe 
hé.gave to his council. Twenty-fix minifters fuc- 
eveded one another in the fpace oftfix mionths ; and 
- the very rapidity of this fucceffion is a ftriking 
proof of the violence done him. Thofe twenty- 
fix minifters formed four fucceffive councils. The 
firft, which lafled five months, and ended in 

: Match, was compofed of Meffis. 


Deleffart ” for foreign affairs. 
Duportail —— the army. 

Thévenard —— the navy. 
‘Cahier-de-Gerville —— the home department. 
Duport-du-Tertre —— the law. 


Tarbé the revenue, 

Two of thefe members were fuperfeded during 
the continuance of this council by’ Meffrs. de Nar- 
bonne in the war department, and Bertrand in that 
of the navy. 


Of thefe minifters one was perfe@ly blamelefs, 
and the king’s flaunch friend: this was M. Ber- 
trand. Hiftory muft ever reproach M, Dupor- 

tail 
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tail with having folicited the admiffion of foldiets 
into clubs; M. Thévenaed with -all ‘the extravas 
gance of republicanifm, the fruit of a hard} life, 
“and of a vulgar education ina fea-port ; M..de 
Gerville with a fierce atheifm,, which hé had the. 
infolence to make a boatt of at the very council. 
board of a king eminent for his piety ; M, Duports- 
du-Tertre with having fealed the order for arrefte, 
ing his mafter in June 1791; and M, de Nar- 
bonne with his intrigues, his levity, and his indi. 
cretion, Deleffart’s misfortunes haye. abfolved 
him from the guilt of his conneétions with.M. 
Necker. M, Tarbé, who is only charged with | 
- fabricating affignats and coining bell-metal, is loft. 
in the nothingnefs of his funétions. ° There res 
mains then but M. Bertrand, whofe firm and vi- 
gorous character deferves to be enlarged upon; [ 
thall refume this tafk, as foon as I am fatisfied that. 
he has efcaped from the daggers of the affaffins. 


The impeachment of M. Deleffart occafioned 
the total diffolution of the firft miniftry. The fac. ° 
tion of Condorcet, Briffor, and the deputies from’: 
Gironde, were preparing to follow up the dectee. 
againft M, Deleffart with a {candalous impeaehs 
ment of the queen, The king felt. himfalf with 
out power to refift calumny and revenge: *.He 
abandoned the miniftry to the fydtion ; and France * 
was afflifted at fecing the following promotions ;_ 

Servan 


al the hed of hw pay 


f for foreign affains, 
—— the-home deparument, 
e— therevenue, ~~ 
Seg the navy, 


, and forced .him to Sbadtions his place. 


thy Tt is Hot yet time to draw the portraits of the four firft of 
thefe minifters ; the proper place for exhibiting them will be in 
the: accopnt of. he aie on. the tenth of Auguift :-but asito 
re of painting this Proteus, 
hor jurope hangs at this moment. 
for this a te words of a rea from Braffels of 

the’ fifth of October. * f 
~ “ As to Dumourier, he is: an steabiliatnine he an 
© dares war 5 this wa$ tle object of all our, withes 5, people fan- 
cied they faw the tip of the ariftocratic ear peeping: out: from 
- under his ‘red cap: his infulting difpatches to the court of Vir 
enna, andthe infolence of his manifefto againft M. de Kaunitz 
‘fem «to indicatc).a defign to fting the old’ minifter whom he. 
: fuppofed: to be. .refractory——The ‘plan of a campaign, iswér 
by the council and the general _he overturnsiit 5 % 
we mee Sire out of the comi ‘the army, and 
"Has it transferred to Biron and he fends to 
"fight near Beaulieu. He fends L to! ftarve with cole 
_ andshunger at-Givet, where he had nothing todo. He hinders 
 Luckner from dragooning the electorates, and from planting the 
_ Facobin fandard in the-very heart of Céblentz : Claviere, Ro- 
land, Servan, , Appointed ‘through him, embrace too. openly 
cnn fehemeés, ...‘, . “He kicks them out of office; takes the 


part- 
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. Briffot then reigned for three ‘months, and ‘this. 
period may be looked upon, from the crimes thae 
, were 


port-folio of the war department; and accufes Servan in thé 
face of the affembly : he there-meets La Fayette, who enraged 
to think that the king fhould be faved without his interference, 
avails himfelf of a momentary flaw in Dumourier’s condué to 
accufe him, and forces the king to difmifs him. He fets off to 
join the army in Flanders: at taking leave of Meffis. de Niver- 
nais and d’Avaray, he tells them, that the king has nota more 
faithful fervant. than himfelf, and that he thought he had givert 
a proof of it in declaring war. He ftays at the camp of Mauldé, 
contrary to. the orders of his generals, Luckner and La Fayette: 
he thickens his matk every day, and ferves the republic as he 
ferved the conftitution : his letters to the affembly are covered 
with an air of continual myftery : at laft, he collects all the ar-" 
mies into one point in the face of the enemy, under his fupreme 
direGion, for I think him incapable of being any man’s lieu 
tenant. I hear fome report of a capitulation propofed by him : 
there I think I have found out the man: I fancy I have difco+ 
vered the point to which the lait fix months of his life, lis 
thoughts, and his aétions tended: but in an inftant he flips from 
me: we are told that the capitulation was but a tricky that he 
made a fool of the Duke of Brunfwick ; that having. gained 
time, and waited for the arrival of provifions, he challenges 
thofe, at whofe feet he before feemed ready to crouch ; and fud- 
denly the lucky rival of Monk, the deep author of a plan the « 
moft deeply concerted, and the longeft carried on, appears 
changed into a madman ; for how can we reconcile with come 
' mon fenfe his defire of fupporting a fyftem, which is of no ad-- 
vantage either to his country, or to himéfelf, for fix months ? 
” Did he look for the gratitude of republics! What an excelient 
fecurity of reward! I was of opinion, that he had drawn the 
army and the children of the Duke of Orleans iuto a fhare, to 
Vor, I. KC “make 
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wete committed in it, as the era of a revolution it 
public opinion. “War was declared; the friends 
of the faétion got all the contraéts; the revenue 
was given up to pillage ; the expenditure of fecret 
fervice thoney knew no bounds; the priefts were 
perfecuted ; the neighbouring powers were rouzed 
from their lethargy; almoft in fpite of themfelves ; 
the generals of the confticution trembled ; men’s 
confcien. es were alarmed ; and the colonies were 
abandsned to mulattoes. If the king had much 
to fuffer, royalty had much to hope for. 


In becoming the organ. of the declaration of 
war, fo long infifted upon by the turbulent de- 
mocracy, could it have been the king’s view to 
make the French nation feel in the moft direc 
and forcible manner how much they were in want 
of peace, and what evils they would be involved 
in by the endlefs war, which the Facobins were 
Preparing to carry on againft all mankind ; and 
thus to render himfelf the umpire and mediator 
make them in their turn hoftages for the king ; and that having 

- directéd his thoughts to the folving a problem which has fo! 
long puzzled every body, he had fonnd this folution of it to be 
the moft certain and moft expeditious. The laft accounts, how- 
ever, have overturned all my conjectures. Dumourier has broke 
off all treaty, and ftill intrenched in the narrow paffes from 
Clermontcis to the [lettes, he there prepares for a defence, which 
will not take place, as the King of Pruffia has changed his 
plans, &c. &c.” : 
fae Pug. 8 _ : between 
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between all parties, by a oly infurrection.of the 
admini(trative bodies and of our armies, with the _ 
fupport of thofe of Auftria and Pruffia? The’ 
moft active : malignity cannot find any other thought . 
lurking i in’ the king’s heart. But it belongs to 
God alone to fcrutinize and judge of men’s con- 


fciences, - 5 


His‘ majefty, loaded with perfonal indignities, 
difmiffed this miniftry, and filled up the principal 
vacancies with four new members, namely 


M. de Ciamnbants for foreign affairs, 
Lajeard the war department, 
Beaulicu | —— the revenue, 
De Monciel ——- the home department. 





The republican fa&tion could -not forgive the 
king fuch a difgraceful difmiffion of their favor- ; 
ites. Claviere’s and the Abbé @’Efpagnac’s fpe- 
culations were going to be expofed, as well as the 
dirty tricks of the fubordinate offices ; and fer- 

-vants accounts were already’ in the hands of the 
rigid Gau, firft clerk. The party had no refource ° 
but to deftroy every thing, in order to put a ftop. 
to every thing ; and war was declared againtt the 
king, on pretence that he did not carry it on with 
{uflicient vigour againft all Europe. 


" Ka As. 
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~ As M. de Chambonas, whole good’ intentions 
“were no excufé for incapacity, could not be im- 
peached for the little he had faid, he was charged 
* with what he had been filent upon. He had not 
told the nation that Sardinia was arming fixty 
thoufand men: Montefquiou afferted it on the 
word and honour of a Facobin ; yet when 
‘Montefquiou invaded Savoy, he found nobody 
there. Chambonas had a miraculous efcape from 
the rifk of being aflaffinated on a mere affertion— 
M. Lajeard was General La Fayette’s friend : he 
was involved in the fame profcription—Beaulieu 
remained juft long enough ia office to tell’ the 
public shat he had been thrutt into it by his coun- 
tryman Chapclier——M. de Monciel, a man of 
great courage, and who had before acquired, when 
member of one of the adminiftrative bodies, a 
very high reputation for integrity, aftonithed the 
_ fGion by the firmnefs he exerted in calling upon 
the departments for their fupport, and in effecting 
their re-union with the king after the 2oth of June. 
It is to him we are indebted for the beautiful pro- 
clamation ifflued at thatiunéture, and for the fpi- - 
rited refolves of feveral loyal feétions of the em- 
pire. It was, however, impoffible to refift all the 
attacks made on this new council ; and M. de 
Monciel was obliged to retire with all his col- 
leagues in the month of June, in order to make 
way 
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way for the fourth and laft fet of conftitutional 
sninifters. 

M. Duranton, athamed of having betrayed un- 
awares a fingle emotion of loyalty on the 2oth ef 
“June, had for fome time retired to Bourdeaux, 
and preferred living there in obicurity to the glory 
of dying by the fide of his king. The feals had 
paffed from his hands into thofe of M. de Joly, 
formerly Petion’s fecretary, and afterwards fecre- 
tary to the council: his. excellent behaviour in 
office blotted out the remembrance of fome faults 
he had committed at the beginning of the revolu- 
tion; and it was he, who now laid before the le- 
giflative body a lift of the new council, confifting 
of Mefits. 


Bigot de St St. Croix, for foreign affairs, 








Dubouchage, the navy, . ; 
D’Abancour, — the war department, . 
Champion, the home department, 
Leroulx de-la-ville, the revenue. 


In order to form an exact idea of the difficulty 
the king had to find frieads willing to govern with 
him in the midft of ftorms that thickened every: 
day, it would be neceflary to fee the letrers which 
he wrote to perfons, who were pointed out to hint 
as men of the greateft worth and popularity ; one 

K 3 : fhould 
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‘fhould know the refufals he met with, notwith- 
 flanding his urgent requefts. Several did not ac- 
cept the port. folios of office till his majefty faid ta 
them in the tone of affli&tion ; What! you love me, 
and you will not foare my dangers ! Tt was impofible 
to hefitate any longer ; and from that moment they 
never quitted Lewis XVI, till corn from him by 
violence, 


Tt is evident from this hafty fketch of the differ. 
ent minifters, who fuccecded one another in the 
{pace of ten months, that if three of them juflified 
the king’s confidence, and deferved the efteem of the 
nation, and that of pofterity, his majefty at leaft had 
no reafon to bluth for thofe, who were the objects 
of his free choice. Moft of them gave him after- 
wards, upon very trying occafions, proofs of fide. 
lity andattachment more than fufficient to atone for 
fome faults they had been perhaps guilty of, at the 
beginning of the revolution, 


To thefe confiderations we thould add the pars 
ticular efteem expreffed by the king for fuch 
moderate men as wrote upon the fubject of our ca- 
lamities, and on the means of remedying them 
without any violent convulfion, During this in- 
‘terval feveral works appeared, which will retain a 
place in libraries, and in the memory of {tatefmen, 
in {pite of oppofite faction. The following will 
long 
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long be réad : The Analyfis of the French Confitu-- 
tion, by.M. de Clermont Tonnérre ; The Opinions : 
of M. Malouet; De Mouniei’s Inquiries into the 
Caufes which have prevented us from being Free-; and 
the Means fil! left us to become fo; M. Necker’s Trea- 
vife on the Executive Power, a work reproachable 
enly with the name of its author ; Zhe Parallel of | 
Revolutions, by the Abbé Guillon 3 an excellent 
treatife Of Liberty, and its Caufes, by M. de Vil- 
lers ; an Effay on Faétions and their Principles, by 
Mallet-Dupan, It was upon the ftrength of all 
thefe opinions, publifhed by men, moft of whom 
at firft enjoyed a great fhare of popularity, that the: 
king hoped to unite to his caufe all the men of 
property, and all the boveff people in the kingdom. 
But experience has, alas! very quickly demon- 
ftrated, that, in a corrupt age, men of property are 
cowards; and that, in a revolution, nothing is 
more troublefome and embarraffing than an honeft + 
man, 


I have taken no notice of private difpatches and 
letters which the king received from abroad. Fo- ° 
reign counfels werenever attended to, butwhen they 
coincided with the fpirit of the conftitution. “His 
majefty always thinking himfelf fecure by his ad- 
herence to that conftirution, withed to give public 
opision, and public confdence time to come by de- 
prees to maturity ; and when that opinion fhould be 

K4 once 
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once formed, and that confidence fhould be once 
acquired, then Lewis XVI. exercifing an-uncon- 
- trouled {way over the hearts of his people, could 
" prefent them with ‘a complete code of legiflation, 
The materials of oné had for fome time been pre- 
pated in his cabinet: difcretion and friendthip 
_ forbid me to fay any more of it at prefent. Per- 
haps it may one day or other appear, if wifdom 


and truth fhould ever regain their influence in 
France. 


Asto union and peace, the facrifices of every 
kind, which the king made to them, are too well 
known to'be fpoken of. It is enough to fay, that 
when an unconftirutional decree deprived him of 
his guards without any juft grounds, or evident 
reafons, but folely fromi the fpirit of confufion and 
diforder which prevailed, he was advifed te put 
himfelf on horfeback at the head of thofe very 
guards who were going to be difbanded, and 
there, with the conftitutional a in his hand, to 
call upon all the feGions, who had fworr like him 
todie in its defence, now to join ‘him in fup- 
porting the refufal of his affent to a decree which 
infringed it; but he never would agree to this 
legal-flep, for: fear of difturbing the tranquillity 
of Paris, for fear of prejudicing the Parifian na- 

_ Uonal guards, to whofe care he was now to be com- 
putted. Yetthe conttitutional guards, of whom he 
was: 
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was to be deprived, had been formed by the de- 
partments themfelves ;‘ alf that could be obje@ed 
to their officers was the.difcharging of fome fol- 
diers, who, upon ftricter inquiry, were found to 
have been turned with infamy out of other regi- 
ments to which they formerly belonged. Tt was 
M. de Briffac’s with, that whatever was refpon- - 
fible to France for the royal throne, that what- 
ever approached the royal perfon, fhould be as 
pure as honour, or virtue itfelf. The men, who 
were thus difcharged, and ftript of the honour- 
able yniform, went to the Facobins to lay before 
them their complaints, their nakednefs, and thetic 
patriotifm. They concealed nothing but their ig- 
nominious backs. The decree was pafled and ex- 
ecuted: thus the king facrificed to the peace of 
Paris his particular friendfhip for his old and trufty 
Briffac—for that unfortunate Briflac, who’ for 
three years had never quitted him a fingle-day, 
and who had braved with him all the ftorths of 
the revolution: thus the king facrificed to the 
will of the affembly the very cries of his own con- 
fcience, which ordered him to maintain this pare of 
the conftitution; and mex of property and honef peo- 
ple contented themfelves with reafoning upon it 
very fagely in their private meetings. It would be 
no matter of furprize, if, among the thoufand 
and one contradictions of the faction, after having 
alledged it as a crime in the king to have formed 

I his - 
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his guards, they were next to accufe him of not 
braving oppofed their being difbanded. Briffor 
had the impudence, fince the tenth of Auguft, to 
publith ; “ Me have made him declare war, in order 
fo put him to the proof IL 


- The agents of the civil lift had refolved to employ 
- apart of the money, intended to reftrain the daily 
corruption of the public mind, in maintaining 
* fome peaceable and difereet perfons, who might 
" mix'in the popular afiemblics, and there by cos], 
’ difpaffionate argument overturn. the frantic vio- 
lence of Jacobite hirelings. While the latter ftrove 
’ to agitate the people a thoufand ways, by al:fard face 
tions, and imaginary plots, the friends of govern- 
ment exerted themfelves in expofing by the joint 
force of reafon and ridicule the abfurd falfhoods, of 
which a mob of ignorant mechanics were too ea= 
fily made the dupes. “The men thus employed by 
the court, had orders to preach up nothing but 
the refpect due to the conftituted powers, and that 
the laws might have full and free force. ‘Fhe very 
flick they carried’‘in their hands for their perfonal 
defence bore an emblematical mark of their com- 
miffion : they had agreed among them{clves to call 
it ¢he confiiturion. Never did a fingle broil or feuf- 
‘fle tend to betray their fecret and beneficent exift- 
ence: they were walking juftices of the peace; 
end their flick was their caduceus, 
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The king’s efforts to keep offthe war were afto. 
nifhing. .He feemed to forefee, in declaring it, that 
it would bring about the downfall of his throne; 
‘that it would cover France with ctities, and Eu- 
rope with murders. The only hope left’ hig was 
that a general congrefs of Europe would foon be 
declared, and would force us into a peace. No- 
thing lefs than fuch a profpeét, nothing lefs than 
the certainty:that all minifters would be the vidims . 
of his temporizing, nothing lefs than-the dread of 
having his heart torn by an inipeachment of the - 

-queen, could have made him declare that unjuft | 
war, to which he was compelled, and for which 
he has, no doubt, often blamed himfelf at the 
feet of the fupreme being. Befides, the wat 
would have been made without him ;. and by de- . 
claring it, he at leaft fecured the power of carry-— 
ing it on fo as to thed as little blood,as poffible. . 
The cowardice of the Jacobite troops,. who fled 
even before they got within a league of the enemy, 
feconded his humane views, and feemed likely to ‘i 
open the way for a {peedy pacification, _ 


In fo deplorable a fituation, attacked as his,ma-_ 
jefty was on all fides, placed between a firft affem- 
bly that had impofed on him the yoke of the con- 
ftitution, a fecond affembly that made it a ctime in 
him not to fhare, or even outftrip their frantic vio-, 
lence, and the profpeét of a national convention, - 

with 
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with a found of which all the echoes ‘of fa@tion 
already began to ring, even in the very. face of ~ 
impending fhipwreck he clings to his oath to 
‘die with the conftitution in. his hand. He never. | 
after lets it go: itis conftantly on his council-board: 
" Bis eyes are fixed upon it as he awakes: he ftudies 
it even in the night: he knows every title, every 
chapter, every feGtion by heart. The public peace 
is difturbed: his perfon is infulted under the eye of 
‘the mayor of. Paris: he fends for him; and the 
Atrongeft reproach he makes ufe of to him is in 
thefe words ; go, Europe will be your judge. Thefe 
words of mildnefs irritate Petion: from that mo- 
ment he becomes the‘infolent rival of his king. 
The huzza of God fave the king, is changed into 
that of God fave Petion. The latter demands the 
dethroning of his mafter: he is eager to-fupply 
his place in the palace whence he drives him: he 
ever quits him till he gets him lodged in prifon. 
The fattion whom I rule, fays he to- himfelf, will 
adhere be his judge ;. aud it is a likely foory that I fhall 
forgive him. Such was the meaning, fuch the end 
of all the words, of all the actions of Petion fince 
“the 2oth of June. - 


_* | From that time it cannot be faid that the court 
hhad-any confiftent plan of refiftance : yet it knew 
,all the plots, all the projeéts of the factious: it 
knew that a fcheme was on foot to carry off the 
: king ; 
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king ; to convey him to the fouth of France, with 
the affembly, the axchives, and. the treafury : 
no minifter could appear before the Affembly, 
without being infulted : at the end of July they all 
refigned in a body. There was but little time, 
and ftill Iefs choice to replace them. Intrigues and 
private {chemes were now multiplied. Seventy-: 
fix out of eighty-four departments fhared in the . 
king’s fufferings, and make an offer to him of their 
purfes, their-hearts, and their hands, .He refufed 
to fet.off; and would neither frighten, nor pravoke 
the faction by an appeal to the departments. ° The 
more a@ive that faion was, the more refigned 
was the king. He no longer expgéted any thing from 
wen, he faid in a letter to father Herbert, bis con. 
fellor *, and he therefore applied to him for heavenly 
comfort. . Every day, new reports of a contradic- 
tory nature f{pread new alarms, and changed the 
plans which were haftily formed, and {till more rae: 
pidly given up. As ina fhip, toffed about, and- 
fhattered by a ftorm, its fails and its rudder torn 
away, the crew, ready to-perifh, no longer attend 
to the pilot’ s order ; one perhaps ftill works, while 
another is getting drunk: in the fame manser, all 
was confufion and diftrefs in the palace of the Zuil- 
levies ever fince the arrival of the Marfeillais : for & | 
whole fortnight the minifters never clofed their 


* He was maffacred on the fecond of September. 


eyes, 
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" eyes, and never ftirred out of the palace, The if 
futrection was feen coming on: the king was ad- 
vifed to be before-hand with it by an avowed and 
decifive ftep : he ftill hefitated : he contented him- 
felf with permitting thofe about him to take fuch 
meafures for his perfonal fecurity as the conttitu. 
tion pointed our. How weak were his hopes! 
how fatal his irrefolution! The ftorm was gather- 
ed: the thunder roared; and conftitutional roy- 
alty, ftruck by the bolt of rebellion, inftead of 

: fhelter, found death in the very temple of the con- 
flitution, ° 


- A great and tetrible leffon this to all the princes 
of Europe ! It fhould teach them that one’s duty 
fhould never be compounded with: that the fmall- 
eft {parks of rebellion againft legal authority fhould 
be extinguifhed without delay. Their thrones are 
national property, founded, like religion, on the 
necefiity of reftraining our viccs, and ona juft. 
fenfe of our miferies : whoever, through weaknefs, 
fuffers the reigns of government, with which he has 
been entrufted, to flip from his hands, will quickly 
be punifhed for his fault even by -his very weak- 
nefs. Every fiep he takes, being ‘interpreted to 
his prejudice, gives his character the appearance 
of iafincerity ; and efteem for him leffens, in pro- 
portion as people are aftonithed at the vigour of 


fuccefsful guilt, But punithment is at its height, 
: when 


fog | 


when the dethroned prince ‘has been curfed by. nd 
ture with exquifite feriftbility ; and when the blood 
of all his friends ftreaming round shim affords a 
painful proof, t that nothing worfe than fach difafters 
could by any fatality have ascended refiftance, 
Sometimes unfortunate, but always honourable, 


We have juft feen that Lewis XVI. never em-: 
ployed any other means torefift the republican fac- 
tion but his virtue; a paflive courage, proof againit 
every thing); the text of the conftitution ; gnd the _ 
mild expedients of union, of concord, of cgnfie | 
dence, and of opinion: ome word more would: be 
fufficient to deftroy all the charges brought againtt . 
him. Twenty perfons at moft, who headed the 
revolt of the tenth of Augutt,- are fill alive: they 
were known long before. The king need only have 
uttered a fingle word ; and with one blow all their 
‘crimes would have been prevented.: they /Hill exgft's 
the king therefore is biameable only for having fuf- 
fered them to live. : 


Y thall nowbriefly unfold the particular intrigues 
which befet the court, from the zoth June, and’ 
_ which the king conftantly oppofed. I fhall add a 
few projects that were fet on foot before that pe- 
riod, and the preparations of refiftarice that were 
made for the defence of the Thuilleries on ne gth 
and 1oth of Auguft. ait 


The 


fe 


The Plans and Means employed by different Parties to 
oppofe Republicanif, and to fave the King. \ 





~ WHILE the army of Coblentz and that of 
Auftria were advancing to preferve’ royalty in 
France, and with it the peace of Europe, feveral 
bufy parties crowded round ithe King at Paris, 
Though they had all diftinét views, and their little 
fecret intrigues to. carty on, yet they fometimes 
“united under: the royal ftandard, fometimes com- 
bining their ftrength and their talents, then parted, 
joined again, quarrelled, and deceived one another 
alternately. Old minifters, old’ members of the 
conftituent aflembly, generals, writers, women, 
formed a thoufand petty committees, of which zeal: 
_ for the king feemed -always the pretext, and the 
overthrow of the Facobins the primum mobile, or ac- 
tuating fpring, while ambition was their. real 
end. 


To give the names and charaéters of the authors 
of all thofe intrigues would be to make out a {can- 
dalous chronicle of this part of the revolution, and - 
the circumftances are too affecting to admit of any 
unfeafonable plesianiry. Befides, they are all now 

; objects 
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objects of perfecutton, and fugitives: ridicule 
ought not, it cannot faften upon misfortune, 


One only of thofe parties aimed at the full and 
entire re-eftablifhment of the monarch in all his . 
rights. The head of this party was an old minif: 
ter, of a firm and enterprifing’ fpirit, rath, fome- . 
times imprudent, but always loyal and ready to 
die for his mafter. Nobody dived deeper thanhe . 
did inte the ‘fecret, machinations of. the Jacobite, 
faction, or-exerted miore ardour in defeating them. 
He feemed, as it were, to multiply himfelf for the 
execution of all the plans which might tend to 
fave the king and the monarchy. 


General La Fayette’s party confifted chiefly of 
that fluttering troop of young men who had at- 
tached themfelves to his fortune fince the Ameri« 
can war, and had helped to give him exiftence in 
the career of politics. Mot of them had been re- 
turned members of the conftituent affembly : their 
promotion had been rapid, but as it was very pre- 
carious, fome freth and daring effort could alone 
fecure to them freth fuccefs. They wifhed there: 
fore to wreft the king of the conftitution out of 
the hands of the ¥acodins, and then make their own 
terms about a king of France with the emigrants, 
and the European powers. . I fhall not here name 
the. principal agents of this party : they are eafily 

Vou. 1. L . Known 
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known from the pains they take to extenuate the 
faults they committed at firft, by the good they in- 
tended to do afterwards. 


Yet even in this party there were many fub-di- 
vifions.. Not.a man but had an opinion of his own, 
Some would admit of amendments in the confticu- 
‘tion; others would have it exactly as it was; one 
. wifhed for money; another for a regiment ; in 
fhort, every body was in the plot ; except the au- 
“gutt perfonage, whofe name ferved as a cloak for 
the whole, 


Long before the 2oth of June, the minifterial 
party of royalifts thought that, among the nue 
merous plans laid before the king, that of im- 
plicitly trufting himfelf and family to M. de La 
Payette deferved the preference. They faw no 
other means of fnatching the king from the re- 
publican gulf now vifibly: opening to fwallow him ° 
up, Hither from fincere motives, or from a with. 
to allure the king to them(elves, that party fignified . 
to him, thac if he could but ence put himfelf ar. 
the lead of the armies under their command, or 
retire to any ftrong hold, which they were mafters 
of, under the protection of M. La Fayette, his ma- 
jefty would then be in the fame happy fituation as 
if he had efcaped being arrefted at Varennes the 

‘ year 
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year before *, They held out to his view an army ; 
a royal didtatorfhip ; the {weet pleafure of pardon- 
ing, of rewarding, of pacifying, of gloriowfly pre- 


{cribing juft terms to all parties, This was a ptos 


{pect, no doubt, peculiarly calculated to pleafe thé 
king. But there were many obftaclés to be furs 
mounted. Befides the prejudices entertained in 


the palace againft thofe who were looked upon as: 


the firft authors of-our calafniiés, #¢ Was neceffary 
to prove ta the king the poffibility of executiig 
this project, and.the certainty of not béing arrefted 


afecond time. It was neceflary to conquer his 


probity ; his attachment to his oath; his and the 
queen’s fixed refolution to remain at Paris, there 
to watch over the prefervation of property, and as 


far as in them lay, of public tranquillity : -it was. 


above all things neceffary to avoid exciting any 
violent commotion, the uncertain iffue of which 
might prove fatal to his kingdom, as well'as td 
his perfon. All thefe confiderations were fo many 
infurmountable obftacles. The king heard every 
thing, weighed every thing, arid perfifted in his 
determination to maintain the conftitution without 
quitting Paris, 

4 See explanatory orders iffued by M. La Fayette to the mu- 

_ hicipatity of Sedan ; the arreft of the national aflembly’s three 


commiffioners : andthe refolutions of the department of Ars 
dennes, 
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The riots of the 2oth of June occafioned the rea 
newal of importunities. Every thing was changed. — 
The conftitution was juft violated in the king’s 
perfon: they might make him look upon it as dif- 
folved: the outrage offered him annulled his en- 
gagements ; and his prefent bondage unloofed 
every former tie. 


At is moment La Fayette arrives at Paris: 
he haftily alights at the porch of the affembly : 
his appearance there difconcerts at firft the faction 
whom he came to oppofe: he prefents himfelf in 
the name of his arrizy to demand froni the legis- 
lative body the maintenance of the conftitution, 
and the punifhment of thofe who had violated it : 
this was telling the majority of the affembly that 

“he came to revenge the king’s fufferings on the 
2oth of June: it would otherwife have been ridi- 
culous in the extreme to infift upon their punifh- 
ing themfelves, as they had fandtioned the viola- 
tion complained of, by admitting the infurgents, 
and honouring Petion with a feat at their evening 
debates on that very day. So unexpected a ftep, 
however, on the part of La Fayette, aftonifhed » 
the royal party no lefs than the Facobite faction. *. 
They thought him determined to ftrike a great 
blow after the boldnefs he had difcovered : their, 

’ fentiments were fo far changed in his favour that 
they faid; let him a now, and all is Sorgotten ! He , 

é was 
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was juft come from his army, by whom ‘he was ° 
faid to be adored: his complexion was a little » 
tanned by military fatigue: he had acquired a 
greater firmnefs of afpect than when he command- 
ed in the ftreets of Paris: now that he was feen 
alone, they thought him altered : his perfon be- 
came interefting : but how grofsly were they de- 
ceived ! Gaudet faw through the man, and threw 
out fuch artful menaces on his immediate ap- 
pearance at Paris, as made him on the very night - 
of his arrival run about every where in fearch of 
advice how to retract the rath ftep he had taken. , 
None of his friends could give him any good 
counfel. An old-royalift member, who had broke 
off all intercourfe with him after the r4th of July, 
now agreed to an interview, in order to difcufs his 
plans and his means : La Fayette had none: frorh ' 
that moment the other ‘foretold his ruin. Thofe, 
who had fent for him, could not fupply him, with 
what they themfelves wanted, intrepidity and judg- 
ment ; all that they could do was to get him fome 
fiflwomen, and a few nofegays, which they went 
to market to purchatfe. 


A detachment of the national guards did ho- 
norary duty round his perfon. Some of them felt 
a ftrong impulfe to march, under the aufpices of 
their old general, to attack the Facobins ; to block, 
up the place of their meeting; and to annihilate 

L 3 them 


E 3132 3 


them at‘one ftroke. This project was rendered 
abortive by the jealoufy of the legionary command- 
ers, who had been appointed in La Fayette’s ftead, 
Jt is {till remembered, that, at one of the meet- 
ings of the friends of the conffituiion, a report was 
fpread that La Fayette’s life-guards were coming 
to diffolve the club fword in hand. Every one of 
thofe proud Romans made the beft of his way 
through doors, through windows, through the gar- 
den; and their vanity could lefs forgive being 
thrown into this panic terror, which expofed them 
to fo much ridicule, than their having been fired 
_ vpon by his orders in the Champ de Mars. 


' 'The conftitutional party, however, who had fent 
for La Fayette, were refolved to make fomething 
of his journey ; and there was nut a moment to be 
loft, They: reprefented to the miniftry that the 
dreaded anniverfary of the 14th of July, was faft 
approaching; that it was neceffary to get the ftart of 
_ it, and perfuade the king ar laft to exert his right, 
with the conftitution in his hand. For this pur- 
pofe, it was to be propofed to his majefty, to leave 
Paris with all his family, not ina fecret manner, but 
previoufly acquainting the affembly, that he fhould 
go to refide at Compeigne, which could by no 
means interrupt his connection with them, as he 
only availed himfelf of the privilege allowed him by 
the conftitution, to refide where he pleafed within 


twenty 
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twenty leagues of the legiflative body. This nel 
fage was to be delivered to the prefident of the na! 
tional affembly at the very moment of the king’s 
departure ; and in cafe the atlembly fhould order 
it to be oppofed, they would then juftify the 
infurrection of the armies againft the populace of 
Paris. The gentlemen, who at this time frequent. - 
ed the palace, were confulted on this head, and 
requefted to put.on-the uniform of the national 
guards, in order to give real excellence to the fpiric 
of that inftitution, and to be alfo lefs {ufpetted. 
‘Twenty of them confented, the reft were inflexi- 
ble. A general review of the fixth Jegion, which * 
pafled for the moft loyal, was intended ; Sunday 
was fixed upon : the Champs Edjées were Appoint. 
ed for the place of rendezvous : the weather was 
fine: three thoufand young men, ardent and de. . 
voted to the caufe, animated by the fight of their 
king, and of their old general, would there have 
renewed the oath of fidelity to the king and the 
Jaw : at that moment they were informed of his 
majefty’s grievous complaints againft the Yacobins, 
and of the defign of his immediate departure. A 
chofen band of thofe brilliant young men, and of ~ 
the Swifs guards, were then to have efcorted the 
king ; and La Fayette was once more to have led 
him in his train, Petion received intelligence of 
all this from the very Collenot d’Angremont, who 
was executed after the maffacre of the 10th of Au- 
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guit': he oppofed the intended review, and there- 
by deprived the king of the merit of refufing 
himfelf the plan in queftion, which was to be pre- 
fented to him at the moment of the review, and 
during the enthufiaftic tranfport excited by his 
prefence, 


~ Such were the manoeuvres of the conftitutiona- 
lifts, by which they proved co the world that there 
could be fomething ftill worfe than their conftitu- 
‘tion; and that was their own conduc. 


_ M. de La Fayette, who fet off in the midft of 
this ferment, loaded with curfes and threats, had 
fully fatisfied himfelf, thar, though his faction had 
fome weight in the national aflembly, it had none 
in Paris : all his friends advifed him {peedily, to 
quita place where his fafety became every moment 
more and more hazardous. The commonalty of 
Paris, accuftomed to give the law even to the le- 
giflature, were now enraged againft their old fa- 
vorite, and already pulled down his buft. La. 
Fayette, after this lat proof of his impotence, re« 
Paired to his conftitutionalifts in the North, and 
continued to correfpond with thofe at Paris. 


The whole of the month of July was fpent in 
Negociations, intrigues, and contrivances of every 
kind, to induce the king to quit Paris at laft. For- 


mer, 
» 
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mer, and prefent minitters, fome late members 
‘of the conftituent. affembly, and adtwal conttiu- 
tionalifts, generals both old and young, all vied 
with one another in cagernefs to get poffeffion of 
the king’s perfon, as the hoftage of che conttitu. 
tion, He refifted all their propofals. He preferred 
continuing to live, though ina ftate of perpetuat 
facrifice, and to become the hoftage of the repub- 
lic, rather than. engage in meafures which would - 
have placed him upon a {eaffold, if they failed, 
and which would not replace him upon the throne, 
if they fucceeded. . sod 
, 
La Fayette’s fruitlefs journey made it very evi- 
dent to the conftitutionalifts, that they had no 
influence at Paris. They then tampered with ges 
neral Luckner. Old grey-beard, a!l whofe dif.” 
patches were the compofition of M. Mathew. de 
Montmorency, his aid-de-camp, who officiated as. 
his fecretary, came fuddenly to Paris onthe federa- ~ 
tion-day. The intrigue in which, they wanted to 
make him an accomplice was too deep for him ; 
he could not digeft a fingle idea,-a fingle word, 
nor even a fingle dinner. He accufed La Fayette ; 
he accufed his own fecretary ; he ftunned fome; he’ 
poifoned others ; he difgufted every body; and-fet 
off after having fpoiled the whole plot. Meds. 
de Narbonne, de Beaumetz, and the whole nario- 
“nal 
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al affembly of rue de Bac *, had now no hopes but 
in La Fayettealone. The king’s removal to Com. 
peigne was more warmly debated than ever. The 
plan was laid down, that two fets of horfes were 
fufficient for that diftance ; and that La Fayette 
agreed to fend thither for the defence of the king’s 
perfon a confiderable body of his beft troops, with 
fome of his artillery, under the command of a ge- 
neral officer, who is now in prifon with him. La 
Fayette even offered to take a fecond trip to Paris, 
under the pretence of regulating fome military 
operations. Every effort was ufed, every method 
employed to obtain the confent of his majefty, 
who conftantly refufed. But what was the grand 
aim.of all thofe intrigues that entered into the 
fecret plot of the play ? It was to recal the confti- 
tuent affembly ; and place the king again between 
M. Philip d’Orleans, and the Abbé Siéyés ; between 
the committee of revifion, and M. Alexander: 
Lameth ; to fetch back M. Necker; and to conti- 
nue the war againft the priefts and the emigrants ! 
Hupete gentes +} 


* Where the famous Countefs de Staal refided, whofe hotel 
was the central haunt of all the conftitutionalifts. 


+ Someé of this party aifert, that they meant to lead the king 
back through the conftitution, in order to re-inftate him on his 
throne : but by an affértion they only prove their ignorance of 
political tactics. Revolutionitts never walk in a ftrait line: a 
revolution is not a ladder which one may go up, and come down 

at 
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~The queén, to whom the different parties addref- . 
‘. fed all the mremorials intended. for the king’s pe: 
rafal, laid them before him, and converfed with 
him on the fubjeét, but had made it a law to herfelf 
never to influence his determination in any te-- 
fpect. So great a degree of refpontibility was ims 
mediately attached to her, that the could not even 
make the {malleft difcovery of her own fentiments: 
fhe always adopted the king’s opinion in whatever 
concerned her prefervation and that of her chil- 
dren. Neverthelefs all the echoes of the Facobine 
were continually accufing her from the beginning® 
of the war with Auftria. They {poke of nothing 
but an Aufrian committee, that gave fecret in- 
telligence to the enemy of all our military plans. 
According to their account, the queen was at the 


at pleafure + it isa vicious circle, the whole ofe which mutt be 
gone round, to come at the firft point flarted from, “Lhe king, 
in refuling to liften to their plan, was fenfible that they wanted 
to get him out of one aukward fituation, only to place him in 
another. He forefaw the fatal inftant of his fall : he was quite 
refigned ; .and abandoning hinifelf blindly to his fate, he had the 
courage to face the imminent danger of being dethroned + he’ 
wifhed to terminate his conftitutional royalty, without violating 
the oaths he had fincerely fworn : he facrificed his opinions to 
his duty ; for every other man in his place would have met his 
dethroning more than half way ; and it was plain to whoever 
could form a clear judgment of his anxietles, that the night of 


republicanifm appeared to him preferable to the mifts of the con- 
ftitution. : 


head 
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‘head of this cominittee; Meffrs.Bertrand and Mont- 
morin were the principal agents ; the Lameths and 
the Duports were the {cribes to pen the traitorous 
difpatches ; the life-guards were the poft-boys ; and 
the fecretary’s office was held in theapartments ofthe 
princefs de Lamballe. M. Bertrand, rouzed with 
indignation againft the authors of fuch calumnies, 
condefcended to come into the very pit of the AL. 
fembly ; and there to attack Carra, Merlin, Chabot, 
and Bazire. Judicial authority was trampled upon; 
the affembly defended its.Joft children, its forlorn 
hope, again{t the civil magiftrate, who was con- 
demned by its decree. The like fentence was 
‘next day paffed on M. de Briffac. At the fame’ 
time M. de la Porte was brought to the bar for 
having imprudently configned to the flames fome 
fcandalots libels, which were taken for the archives 
of that Auflrian committce. M. de Montmorin, 
and Madame de Lamballe, who had not been no- 
ticed for fome time, appeared again upon the flage, 
and challenged their accufers in court. When we 
refle& that all thofe unfortunaie perfons were maf- 
_facred a few months after, it is impoffible not to 
‘deplore an abufe of courage, attended with fuch 
fatal confequences *. 


* Several perfons, belonging to the court, were accufed of 
being agents to convey thofe projets of the conftitutional party 
to the king. Thefe reproachcs fell chiefly on the Duehefs of 

Luynes, 
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The fourteenth of July, the federation-day, was 
a day of triumph to the royal family. The 2oth 
of June was ftill freth in every body’s memory. 
Loud huzzas of God fave the king for a long time, 
drowned the fhouts of Petion. Three thotfand 
trufty men of the national guards, three hundred 
of the gendarmerie on horfeback, and fix hundred 
of the Swifs, who on that day efcorted the royal 
family, would have braved danger and death to 
effect the king’s efcape out of Paris, had his ma- 
. jefty been willing to accede to the propofal then 
made him: but his refolution was fixed to oppofé 
any violent meafure which might endanger the 
public tranquillity. 

A third party, obferving that the king rejédted 
every plan, which muft leave him in any depen- 
dence whatever, thought that he would more 
chearfully confent to feek a retreat in Normandy. 
This province had been at all times devoted to its 
kings, and gives every day a proof of the fame - 
fpirit even now, when it is fo dangerous to betray 


Luynes, the mother-in-law of Matthew de Montmorency, and 
dame du palais, (lady in waiting] to the queen. As this lady had 

. been very guilty of democracy in the beginning of the revolu- 
tion, they thought it no injury to her chara“ter to make her a - 
Fenillante, after the trials and misfortunes of two years. They 
would, however, find it no eafy matter to prove that fhe was art 
agent in all thofe conftitutional intrigues. 


any. 
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any fymptoms of loyalty. All its inhabitants, 
employed in agriculture or manufactures, want {e- 
curity and quict, not the ever tifing ftorms of a 
republic. Rouen is perhaps the only commercial 
city which demagogue miftule had not invaded. 
The Duke de Liancourt had been for a long time 
quartered there with fome trufty troops, The 
Swifs regiment of Salis Samade formed a part of 
‘them. When the regiment of Swifs guards were 
obliged to divide, the firft detachment went to 
Normandy. The members ‘of the departments in 
that province were ftaunch and loyal, A fupply 
of cannon had been brought from Havre and Paris 
* to Rouen : a houfe there, which was occupied by 
Mr. Kanning, an Englith gentleman, had alfo 
‘been ‘hired for cighteen thoufand livres a year. 
This high rent had given reafon to fuppofe that 
fuch a refidence was intended for fome perfon of 
great diftin@ion ; and the conjecture was well 
founded. The commandant of the province, 
whom I have already named, had made the troops 
take the oath of allegiance to the law and the 
king: he went fo far in his {peech to them as to 
infinuate that the affembly were gone aftray. In 
fhort, all Normandy expected the royal family, 
On the fifth of Auguft the plan of departure was 
prefented to the king. It was Propofed that he 
fhould go out of the Thuilleries in the morning 
with his family, attended by about fifteen or eigh- 
teen 
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teen hundred of the national guards, who could 
_ be depended upon, and. his ordinary Swifs guard, 
“When he came. to the Efoi/e, at the top of the 
Champs Elyfées, he was there to find the remainder | 
of the Swifs guards, about three hundred cavalry 
of his late conftitutional guard, and fifteen hums « 
dred gentlemen who were to meet there. Such a 
junction would have formed a {mall army of three 
thoufand three hundred men to efcort him to Pon- 
toife. This place they would have reached in five 
hours. Money and provifions were to be there ia 
readinefs ; and a freth acceffion of forces was to. bg 
made by the troops of the divition, The bridges 
were to be broke down behind him, and in this 
fituation, the king, equally fupported by the de- 
partment of the Some, and that of the Seine and 
Oife, was to determine which to choofe, Amiens, 
or Rouen; La Fayette and Duport, or De Lian- 
‘court and Chapelter. He ftill refufed; and in 
this was guided by a double impulfe, which does 
equal honour to his heart and his underftanding. 


In fa&t, whatever plan he could adopt, it was 
beginning a civil war, the very idea of which 
made him fhudder. His tender heart fhrunk 
from the dreaded effufion of French blood.. He 
alfo very juftly concluded, that, as fuch a ftep 
did not fudd, Wy and completely overthrow the 

power 
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‘power of the Yacobins, it would only place him at 
the head of the weaker, and lefs numerous party. 
Tt would be leaving the main-fprings of govern- 
ment in the hands of his enemies. The deluded 
opinion of the public, the army, the fleet, the 
treafury, every thing would be at their command : 
they would remain maflers of the field of battle 
without having fought: it would be the center of 
univerfal attraction; for wherever there are the 
greateft refources of power, there the people al- 
ways place their confidence. Thus the king, a 
, ftranger to all factions, refufed all the plans that 
were offered to him. I have omitted fome, be- 
caufe they were laid before him without any pa- 
rade or noife, and were rejected with the reft. I 
now proceed to the great events. 


” Prelude to the Horrors of the roth of Auguft. 


MEANWHILE the critical moment was draw- 
ingnear. The preparations for attack were made 
on all fides, as explained in the firft chapter. The 
infurrection broke out before any decifive mea- 
fore was refolved upon. Even on the ninth the 
minifters were {pinning out ufelefs treaties with 
the leading members of the principal commit- 

tees, 
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tees*, They withed te-concett with them fome’ 
means to fave the conftitatioi# and the king Vain 
hope! The faburbs ‘were ready on’ the eighth 5- 
and fo great was the general confternatign’ oa: 
Thurfday the ninth, an ordinary court-day, that 
the dames du palais (ladies in waiting) did not date 
to go to the palace for fear of being infulted. Lady 

_ Sutherland, the Englith embaffadrefs, and ‘another 
lady, were the only ones whoon that day-appeared 
at the queén’s drawiug-toony, 


~M. Petion waited upon the affembly to inform: 
them, that the alarm-bell was to be rung at mid= 
night, and that he was afraid he had not fufficient 
force to quell the popular riots, of which he had 
received intimation. They proceeded-to the or 
der of the day. = 
Such a declaration made to the affembly by the 
procureur fyndic of the department, and the mayor 
of Paris, was enough to juftify the fears of. the‘ 
king, and of thofe who continued faithful to him. 


# M. Delaucée had promifed M, Lajeard a decree for thodels 
ling the voluntesrs of the national guards in fuch a manner, a6 
that-they might be allowed to rally at any poft attacked, by put; 
ting themfelves under the command of the officer on duty at that . 
poft. Petion oppofed it ; and every battalion remained contnet 
to its own {pot. 
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Gn the, eight h, the departments required M. Mar 
dat to caufe an augmentation of the forces that, 
were to guard the king ; and M. Petion joined to 
this a pofitive and written order to repel force by 


forte; * , 


_ This magiftrate vifited the palace on each of 
the _preceding days. Did he go there to make 
fare of the attack, or to prepare the defence ? 
There can be no doubt about the matter, if we 
reflect on the hatred he had manifefted towards 
the king ; on’his defire of being revenged on his 
majefty’s perfon, by humbling him to fuch a point 
as to become fubfervient to his fecret views ; and 
particularly on the petition for dethroning him, 
which the mayor had prefented to the affembly a 
few days before *. 


Some perfons ftill flattered themfelves tliat the 
riotous tuniult, like that of the 2oth of June, 
‘would go no farther than the carrying up of a pe- 
titién by an armed multitude. “No farther doubr, 

* however, could be entertained of the defign to 
make an open attack, when dt eleven o’clock, on 
the night of the ninth, a {py who was at the bar- 
racks of the Marfeillais, came with'intelligence, that 


* Of the 48 fections, in whofe name he prefented this addrefs, 
22 already difavowed it. See Chap. 1, 


the 
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the prefident had declared to his Comrades, thas 
they muft prepare for fomething mote thah a civic 
proceffion, ~ . 


On Thurfday the ninth, M. Mandat ordéred. 
fixteen chofen battalions of the national guards to . 
be in readinefs to march ; and at fix o’clock in the” 
evening, a triple guard was ftationed at every poft 
belonging to the palace. . The regiment'of Swifs 
guards, confifting in all’ of 950 * men had ‘arrived’ 
there two days before. They were under’ the’ 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Maillarder, (MV 
d’Affty being abfent through illnefs) and of majors 
Bachmann and Zimmerman. Quarters were pre- ° 
pared for them in the palace, in the hotel de 
Brionne, and in the new ftables, which had been. 
built in Marfan-court for the horfe guards. At 
eleven o’clock the whole regiment was under arms. 
At half paft eleven, they went to thcir refpective - 
pofts +: they were particularly fixed at the foot 
of the ftair-cafe, , . 


A detachment of thirty of the national guards 
was added to the Swifs in their court. ; 


* Some fay their number amounted only to 730 men. . os 

t+ Aquarter before eleven, a Marfeillais, in his thirt, and with 
afword drawn, infulted the Swifs centinel at Marfan court, and 
faid to him’: “ This is the laft time you mount guard, you 
“ wretch ; we are going to exterminate you.” At this moment 
“ the cry, Z> arms, was heard. 


M2 The 
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_ The fame evening, M. Mandat, commander in 
chief of the national guards, fent a written order, 
to Captain d’Erlach, to reinforce the pofts, and 
to repel force by force. This order, figned by 
him, was only a duplicate of the one he himéelf 
received from Petion, of which. I fhall give an 
exatt copy.’ 


The command of the feventeenth divifion, 
which comprehends the circle of Paris, had, in 
confequence of lieutenant-general de Witlinckoff’s 
difmiffion, devolved upon M. de Boiffieu, camp- 
marthal, who had been employed with fuccefs in 
_ Provence-the preceding year. He had under him 
Mr. James Menou, a former member of the con- 
ftituent aflembly, and a camp-marfhal alfo, and 
M. de Laleu, adjutant-general. Thefe officers had 
no authority over the national guards: nor were 
the Swifs fubject to their command : they had 
therefore under their direct and immediate orders 
only the horfe and foot gendarmerie. 


The foot gendarmerie of Paris intramuros were 
confighed to their refpeétive quarters, except fuch 
as mounted guard at the ufual pofts. A referve 
of a hundred and fifty men were fixed at the hotel 
de Thouloufe, in order to proteét, in cafe of ne- 
ceffity, the caife de Pextraordinaire, the treafury, 
and the caiffe d’efcompte. 


The 
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_' The foot gendarmerie” of Paris extramures cons 
fifted only of thirty men, who were pofted at the 
little ftair-cafe in Prince’s court. 


The horfe eae commanded by Mii, 
de Rhulieres and de Verdiere, amounting to fix 
hundred men, were drawn up in order of battle at 
eleven o’clock at night on the grand place du 
Louvre. . 


Laftly, a great number of gentlenten and. of 
young royalifts had refolved to fly to the king's 
affiftance on this fatal night. Some were to haye 
potted themfelves for his defence in the interior: 
parts of the palace, while the reft were to patrole 
without. The Pont Royal, and the Champs Elysées 
were fixed upon as the places of rendezvous for 
this loyal, but ill concerted affociation. 


At eleven o'clock a part of the officers of the 
old horfe and foot-guards waited upon the gene- 
rals who commanded them before they were dif 
banded. They all went, one after another, inta 
the Oeil de Beuf: there they met with fome other 
gentlemen armed like themfelves with {words and 
piftols. By this union their number amounted.to 
200, who then difperfed into the different apart 
ments, where a were pofted for the ae 
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Several of the court-tradefmen, purveyors, and 
others, attached by fervjce, inclination, or duty, to 
the king’s perfon, feeing his life threatened, had 
‘repaired to the palace in arms, and there took 

_ their fland for the common defence. 


M, de Boiffien’s orders to the horfe gendarmerie 
were.to let the column of the rebels proceed to the 
quay ; then to divide to the right and left, and 
fhouting on ‘their rear that they were cut off, to 
force them into the fazxdourg : and that this might 
be effected without the neceffity of firing, it was 
{pecified in the orders that the wickets of the Lou- 
vre fhould be left open. 


_. The battalion of St. Roch, who were pofted in 
the courts of the Palais Royal, had alfo orders to 
advance, upon the firft fignal, to the palace 
through Rohan-fireet, and with beat of drum to 
prompt the mob to fly through the wickets, The 
battalions of Vendéme Place were alfo to come 
through St. Honoré.ftreet, and the little Carrouje/, 
tordrive the rebel column through the fame wickets. 
Another detachment of cavalry, with two pieces of 
ordnance, blocked up the quay of the Thuilleries, 


Such were the preparatory arrangements made 
folely to preferve the lives of the royal family ; and 
this fimple account of them will fully thew, what 
3 : degree 
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degree of credit is due to all the fabricated charges 
of aplot. aie > 


. After fupper, their majefties and the royal family 
remained in that part of the palace which was cal-’ 
led the Cabinet du Conseil, The miniflers and a fe- 
lect ‘party of gentlemen fpent the night there. 


The clock ftrikes the fatal hour : the alarm-bell 
is heard : the drum beats to arms: three hundred 
of the faction call together the mere phantoms of 
the fections * : the common-hall is invefted : the 
municipality put to the rout; the National Affem- 
bly waits to receive from the mob the orders itfelf 
had fuggefted : the conftitution is no more ; and 
the palace is going to be attacked. 


* All the citizens were roufed to arms and upon duty, for the” 
defence of their own property ; in the fection of the Lombards 
there were only eight individuals to name five commiffioners. * 
In the whole there were 192 delegates chofen by four hundred 
rebels, and this was “ the voice of the people.’”. 
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APPENDIX: 
TO THE SECOND NUMBER OF THE 


LATE PICTURE OF PARIS. 





TO MR. PELYIER, 


AUTHOR OF THE PICTURE OF THE REVOLUTION OF 
THE TENTH OF AUGUST. . 


‘ ; i London, Ofuber 35) 179%. 
I HAVE the honour to addrefs to you a reply written by 
one of M. de La Fayette’s friends to M. de Rivarol’s 
flanderous pamphlet; a pamphlet which you cenfure, and 
which, no doubt, you inferted in your Work, merely as a 
brief, or document to be produced at the trial now pending 
between Paris and Coblentz, which, as you fuppofe, is to be 

decided at Bruffels. I hope your impartiality will induce . 
you to let this new brief, on the part of the defendant, find 

alfoa place in your next number. I even flatter myfelf ; 
you will admit it into this letter, wherein 1 beg the judges of 
that zrial, the proceedings of which you have undertaken to, 

report, to make M. de Rivarol fenfible that the epithet of © 
Traitor, which he fo lavithly beftowson M. de La Fayette’s 
companions, cannot be applicable to men, who were prompt- 
ed by loyalty alone to quit a poft, which they believed could 
be no longer kept without infamy. Faithful to their oath, 
they chofe rather to relinquifh every thing, to facrifice every 
thing, to run every rifk, rather than fubmit to orders, which 
they 
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they faw did not convey the with of the nation, but the bare 
will of the authors of the maffacre on the roth of Augutft, 
.thofe monfters, who were then matters of the affembly and 
the King, and are become fo fince of all France. 

Even admitting that the alledged criminality of Lewis the 
fixteenth’s defign had been clearly proved, ftill the difco- 
very of thefe pretended proofs muft have been fabfequent to 
the attack on the palace. Honour, therefore, as well as an 
exprefs decree, muft have made it the facred duty of the 
troops ftationed there to repel {uch an attack. Yet, accord- 
ng to the language now adopted all over France, the loyal 
Swifs, maffacred in the Thuilleries, were ruffians: the cow 
ards, who deferted them to join the affailants, were brave 
patriots : and fuch of the butchers as fell in the murderous 
attack are called the only viCtims on that horrid day. 


'"M. de La Fayette and his companions could neither adopt 

- thatopinion, nor {peak that language : placed as they were 
between what they looked upon as difhonourable, and the 
affurance of future applaufe, which was not the effeét of 
giddinets, or felf- flattery, they did not hefitate in their choice. 
But in quitting the army, they took care to leave it in fo 
Strong and fecure a pofition, that General Clairfait, when 
the intelligence was brought him from M. D’Arnoncourt, 
the commandant of Rochefort, advanced as far as the heights 
of Stenay, but dared not make any attack, 


M. de La Fayette’s companions, fo far from plundering 
the military cheft, of which their flanderers had the bafenefs 
toaccufe them, left in that cheft at leaft twelve hundred 
thoufand livres in {pecie, and nearly as much in affienate. 
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to reimburfe the fum of goo livres which had been paid 
them in advance towards an equipment which coft them 
“10,000. ; ‘i 

Yet fome of them had hardly wherewithal to fubfitt upon 
for a year, and have no relief to expect from any perfon 
breathing. I do not blufh to acknowledge that I am one of 
that number alfo ; yet that did not hinder me from fending 
to Longwy 4,800 livres, which had been there advanced to 
meby Meffrs, Voyard and Guillemard, 

M. de La Fayette’s companions would not even take. with 
them any of their official inftruétions :-—not a fingle fketch,'. 
‘or memorandum : they left all carefully numbered -wpon 
their tables. ‘This is not what was told the Auftrian offi- 
cers, who, after the papers and cath of thefe unfortunate 
prifoners were fearched at Nivelle, could find nothing upon 
them but a proof of the infamy of their flanderers. 


Few people have themfelves dignity enough to form a ju& 
idea of the character of thofe pretended traitors, whofe con~ 
duét, ever -pure, ever generous, long remained a riddle:to 
envy, and to hatred. TThefe could find ,no way to explain. 
it but by accufing us of a defpicable and criminal ambition : 
but facts have fpoken for us ; our conduét has-been feen, as 
well as that of our detraétors ; and people have been enabled 
fo judge on which fide the guilt of ambition lay. 


ALEXANDER D’ARBLAY. 


Late Firf? Adjutant General to the Army under 
* the Command of M. de La Fayette. 


MM. PEL. 


fo orsa 1. 


M. PELTIER TO M. D'ARBLAY. 


SIR, 


SHALL readily infert the defence you have fent me of 
M. de La Fayette, in reply to what M. de Rivarol has 
written concerning that general: impartiality is the duty of 
every man, who publithes his fentiments in a free country, 
far from the atinofphere of paffions and of partis, 


Tam of opinion, that the author of this defence would 
have given it more dignity by’avoiding perfonatities. The 
leaders of parties are judged of from their aétions ; but wri- 

_ terg.are eftimated. only by their works. 


Tam farther of opinion, that M. La Fayette’s friends may, 
Perhaps with fome juftice, find means to excufe him, by cn- 
Jarging upon his fentiments, and his views: but the ftatef- 
man will attend only to his talents, his conduct, his errors, 
and his fuccefs, , 

If'in fact the intentions of men were to be made the rule 
and -ftandard of our judgment of them, what anfwer could be 
given to the complamts Very naturally urged by the friends 
of the gentleman fo ill-treated on the 28th of February by 
the general’s orders? ~What anfwer could be given to the 
king’s friends, who ftill fhudder at the recollection of the 
horrors of July and Auguft, 1791? Is not M. La Fayette’s 

fate, imprifoned as he is, after fome reverfes of fortune, pre- 
cifely the fame as that of Lewis XVI. confined after his 

7 journey 
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; journey to Varennes? and was it not at that time as eafy to 
jify the king, on the ground of his intentions, in the eyes 
of M, La Fayette, as it is, now for the friends of the latter to * 
juftify him, on the fame ground, in the eyes of Europe? - 


And if any perfon, inclined to urge this point with greater 
feverity, were to compare M. La Fayette to an artful fellow, : 
who, having ftript an honefl man of his property, might 
however confent to allow him barely enough to keep him 
from ftarving, and afterwards fhould profecute in a high 
court of juftice the robber, who, emboldened by impunity, 
might feize with rapacious hand the very allowance granted 
to the honeft man through pity ; if, I fay, fuch a comparifon 
were to be preffed home, what could be alledged for the one, 
which might not be equally pleaded in favour of the other ; 
or what diftin€tion could the judge make in paffing fentence 
upon both ? 


I fhall, in another part of this work, examine whether it 
was political, or not, to imprifon M. de La Fayette ; bur 
however that may be, I have no doubt but the many friends. 
and enemies, whom he has both in this country and in 
France, will all concur in doing juftice to the fentiment 
which has guided your pen. I join them before-hand, 


PELTIER, 


0% 
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On M. Rivarol’s Pamphlet againft M. de La Fayetie, 
suferted in the Firft Number of M. Peltier’s Work, 


” FRENCH work, on its being announced at London, 

excited notice : it was fubfcribed for with avidity. 

” ts authot had promifed @ narrative of the revolution of the 

10th of Auguf? ; and among the papers inferted in the Ap- 

. pendix to the firft number, we meet with adeclamatory in- 

vective againft M. de La Fayette, who made him({clf a volun- 

tary facrifice, at firft to prevent, and afterwards to defeat the 
revolution of the 10th of Auguft. 


It is nafural to afk what fort of man he muft be who 
could publith at Brufféls fach a pamphlet upon fuch an oc» 
cafion? : 


He certainly is nota man of integrity : the man of inte- 
grity never perverts, fuppreifes, or invents facts. 


He is not the friend of Lewis the fixteenth. The friend 
of that ill-fated king, knowing the depth of the abyfs in 
which misfortune has overwhelmed him, thinks only of pi- 
tying and of ferving him: he defires, he makes war upon 
thofe only who confine and threaten him : he forgets M. de 
La Fayette ; or if he thinks of him, it is with a grateful 
fenfe of his laft efforts: he pardons at leaft his former faults, 
upon reflecting that he is now a prifoner at Vefel, only in 
confequence of his endeavouring to hinder Lewis XVI. 
from being fo at the Temple. 


His 
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He is neither: the ftiend of freedom, nor of royalty 
She friend of freedom would never call down all the thun- 
dér of defpotifm on M. de La Fayette’s head. The friend of, 
royalty would be particularly guarded againft encouraging 
thofe flate-crimes, which no enlightened people will any 
longer endure, and which jufter fovereigns have been the 
firft to difclaim. Asa fubjeét, I am filled with indignation’ | 
were Taking, I fhould punith the man, whom I faw thus .’ 
degrading my auguft funétions, and making my throne tot- 
ter at the fame time that he difgraced it, by laying it.down 
asa maxim, that it fhould be founded in flavery, and-that 
tyranny fhould be feated thereon ! Affuredly, one may ex- 
ecrate the Bartholomew-day of municipal blood-fhed, with- 
out applauding the Bartholomew-day of Charles [X.--tu-’ 
man nature is not reduced to the wretched alternative of” 
choofing between the commiffions of Lewis XI. and thofé 
of Robefpierre ; between chancellor Jefferies, and chancel- 
lor Danton ! 

Laftly, he is not the friend of human kind.—At ‘a mo- 
ment, when France is deluged with blood and with tears ;— 
when the cries of millions demand ofa triumphant faction a 
father, a brother, a child, a friend, barbaroufly maflacred ;— ~ 
when fifteen thoufand victims have been. heaped upon each 
other in the metropolis alone, by the monftcrs whom La 
Fayette wanted to chain down, and who intended to butcher’ 
him ; itcould never be againft {uch a man that the friend of 
humanity could with to ftir up hatred and perfecution. The 
friend of humanity regrets {uch a man : he muft refmember, 
the fecurity of perfons and of property, the commerce, the 
tranquillity of the inhabitants of Paris, conftanily maintain- 
ed by M. de La Fayette, and which received but one or two * 

fhocks 
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“fhocks during the two years of his command ; though ine 
vaded with the grofleft outrage every week, every day- 
every hour fince the triumph of his enemies. The friend of 
humanity fees M. de La Fayette devote himfelf toa thoufand 
deaths, in order to prevent the affaflination of a fingle citi- 
zen: he fees him refhing alone into the midft of a furious 
mob,-tearing to pieces the fatal cord with which an unhappy 

«vidtims was already fufpended ; feizing the lawlefs execu- 
tioncr ; dragging him to juftice; ruling the multitude ; 
freezing fome with fear ; tranfporting others with admira- 
tion ; and by the timely check of a fingle crime rendering a 
thoufand abortive. 


Who then can this impetuous declaimer be, in whom we 

’ difcover neither the man of integrity, nor the friend of the 
unhappy Lewis XVI. nor that of freedom, nor tat of roy- 
alty, nor even ne friend of human kind ? Hear his cha~ 


racer. 


A man, whofe heart is a’difgrace to his underftanding :-— 
who will be in the party he has fold himfelf to what Mira- 
beau was in his; fickle ; as ready to do mifchief, as to pur- 

*. fue good, to contradiét his writings by his fpeeches, and his 
principles by his a€tions :—a journalift, fuperficial in his 
judgment, rath in his affertions, inconclufive in his infe- 
“rences, who has blackened the intentions of the very men 
whofe opimions he ftole ; audacious in forging calumnies, 
and trembling in the prefence of the individual he calum- 
niated :—a writer, who after having profeffed the belt doc- 
trine, would not leave it in any body’s power to fay, that he 
judged better. of things than of perfons ; and who has fallen 


into fuch ftrange inconfiftencies, as to leave it uncertain 
‘ whether 
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whether he has been gained over by the viGorious party, or 
ewhether he is of the number of thofe profound politicians, 
whole firft with was that every thing might ges worfe, and 
who as yet have been able to accomplifh only that ;—one of 
thofle friends of the king, who, when La Fayette and Petion 
were, about a year ago, rival candidates for the mayoralty of 


Paris, influenced the votes in favour of the virtzews Petion ; 

that is to fay, who are in.the very frit inftance chargeable 

with all the horrors of the roth of Auguft, and the 2d of 

September ; for it is certain that La Fayette would have 

prevented the fatal explofion on thofe days, or, would have 

put an end to it in the manner that he quelled the riots in 

the Champ de Mars :—one of thofe countillors, who boafts 
of having furrounded Lewis XVI. with Jacobin minifters ; 

who proftituted to them his own pen, as well as places, and | 
con{ciences ;—the faithful agent of Dumourier, while the 

latter was engaged only in intrigues ; but deferting him the 

very moment that daring reffian was obligtd to fight as 

well as to intrigue ;—who now is faid to fell to thofe’of the 

other fide what he before fold to Dumourier ; and whowill 

be numbered among the fcourges, with which it has been 

the doom of that unfortunate party to be afilicted. 


No doubt, the noble, the virtuous, the truly refpectable 
part of the emigrants will reject with abhorrence and dif 
dain the furious fuggeftions of this cold-blooded incendiary." 








But he will hunt for perfons among the mu de, who 
have not fo many loffes to repair, as hopes to encourage, and 


who have more paffions fo gratify than principles to efta- 
blith: he will flatter, and roufe them alternately ; and who * 
can fay into what errors he may Jead them ? Of what con- 
fequence is it, that, on one day, he writes a treatife on mo- 
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deration, if the very next morning he prompts to acts of 
ferocity?) What can be the tendency of the laft line in his~ 
JVibel ;—of that impudent incitement to the murder of M. de 
La Fayette ;-—of that indignation at its not being yet com- 
mitted ? Did he expe@ any farther violence from the mob 
collected by folly, and difperfed by wifdom, during the flay 
of that general and his companions at Luxemburgh ? Was 
it neceffary for his fatisfaction that the banks of the Rhine . 
-fhould exhibit the fame {pectacle as thofe of the Seine, pri- 
"fons burft open, and victims facrificed ? No; it will not be 
fo: French loyalty will ftill find fome, afylum in the world: 
thére will be a boundary, where honour will always ftop 
even thofe, who might be hurried on by refentment :—no; 
that party, the objects themfelves of fo much perfecution, 
will not lofe their chief fupport,: innocence united to mis- * 
fortune. | : 

On what ground then does he pronounce againft M de La 
Fayette that woeful fentence, that interdiction of fire and wa~ 
ter, to put him out of the protection of the law, and to folicit 
all thofe who are out of France to affaffinate him, as Merlin 
and Robefpierre urged all thofe to do who are in France ? 


He dares to charge him with the murder of Foulon and 
Berthier at the very inftant that he felt the utmoft indigna- 
“tion at feeing. it committed, and the utmoft defpair at not 
being able to prevent it. The invafion of property on the 
fourth of Auguft; but M La Fayette was not prefent at the 
. proceedings of that night! The fleps taken on the 5th of Oc- 
tober ; yet the moft inflamed enemy of the French revolu- 
: tion, Mr. Burke, could at that time look upon La Fayette 
only as @ commander dragged on with a halter round his neck 
by 
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by bis mutinous army, _ We next come to the Horrid crimes 
of the 6th—a day, on which every body muft confefs that 
“M. La Fayette faved the lives of the king and queen ! The 
maffacre of the life-guards—He refcued ten of them out of 
the hands of the affaflins ! The murder of Favras—yet, on 
the very night before his trial, he fent word to the trembling 
judges, that they fhould attend only to the dictates of their, 
confcience, and that he pledged himfelf to protect them !. 
Laft of all, bis cruelty, his barbarity, bis cold-blooded atreciouf~ 
nofs—Y et Ican confidently affert, that not orily every friend, 
every acquaintance, but even every generous enamy of M: 
de La Fayette is convinced, that humanity is one of the leads 
ing features of his character! There are few of thole ene~ 
mies who are not indebted to him for their lives... . . They, 
may now curfe his fapport, but they have all experienced,: 
and many of them courted it; and it is precifely on that fcore 
that M, de La Fayette has always deferved well of the com= 
monwealth. I cannot help again urging a comparifon be- - 
tween the ftate of Paris while he had the command of the 
national guards, and what has taken place fince it was trang~" 
ferred to other hands. . 


But what nobody would believe, if the pamphlet was not 
flill before one’s eyes, the author undertakes to review the 
whole of M. de La Fayette’s political life ; and he ftrikes out 
of it the laft two months: he does not fay a word of the 
events which filled up the interval between the 2oth.of 
June, and the 19th of Auguft ; though it is that period 
alone, which could enable the public to form a juft opinion 
of M. La Fayette’s moral chara€ter. It is now uncontefted, 
that M. La Fayette’s life has been checquered with virtues 
and with errors. Some of the former were neither fuited:to 
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times nor places, but many of them would do honour td 
any age, or any country. Among his errors, there are fome_ 
which can only be wiped off by confeffion and repentance ; 
and others which he may, even pride himielf for, becaufe 
they arofe from the exceffes of a generous principle. Let 
him be reproached with not’ having always underftood free- 
dom and royalty ; with having too much enlarged the firft, 
and confined the fecond : but let it not be denied that he al- 

” ways wifhed to preferve both, and never aimed at crimes and 
vepublicanifm. 


Since the roth of Auguft, very flattering offers of ag- , 
grandizement were held out to him, if he would put himfelf 
at the head of this fecond revolution, and become the gene- 
ral of the republic: he rejeGted them with difdain and in- 
dignation : he chofe to be the vidtim of his pencpics and 
his oaths. 


His flying to a hoftile land was neither a te/limony of fear, 
to which he was always a ftranger ; nor a te/fimany of cfteem, 
which could have been hardly jufliaed, had he felt it: it was 
the tribute of refpeé? for the oath he had taken—of his refpeét 
for integrity, honour, and freedom. M. de La Fayette faw 
the dangers to which an upright confcience expofed him: 
he faced thofe.dangers : yet, when the purity of his foul is 
difplayed to the world; when misfortune perfecutes him 3 
when an order, at which Europe is aftonifhed, and which 
muft foon excite its indignation, has flung him into a prifon ; 
even at that junture, a wanton and unfeeling attempt is 
made to infult in a cowardly manner his fufferings, to 
afcribe to him faults he never committed, to upbraid him 
“with thofe he atoned for, to pafs over in filence the merit 
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, which niade amends for them, and to demand his death, aftet 
having libelled his life. 


Bur Thave faid too much of Rivarol: let me addrefs my-, 
felf to thofe, whom he equally infults by his fervile flattery, 
and his favage exhortations, 


M, de La Fayette, travelling through the Auftrian terri- 
tories, and repairing to Holland, in order to go to America, is 
not a prifoner of war :—nor is he a ftate prifoner, Yet, ar- 
refted contrary to the rules of juttice, given up contrary to 
thofe of honour, and imprifoned contrary to thofe of humia- 
nity, he is overwhelmed with rigours which force can exers 
cife, but never juttify. 


It is very feldom that injuftice does not turn out to be bad 
policy. The minifters of the combined powers will one day 
orother know what influence the ill-treatment of M. de La 
Fayette had on the oppofition they met with, an oppafition 
of which it is intpoftible to calculate the effeAs. : : 

The generous charaéter, however, of the Duke of Brunt- 
wick, his enlightened mind, and: his own renown, much 
dearer than what can be acquired by arms, are interefted in 
putting an end to that violation of all rights. The fon of the 
wife Leopold, and the nephew of the great Frederic will be 
forry perhaps that was ever begun. 


M. de La Fayette has friends: fome of them will be be- 
lieved: they have long and often been his fevereft cenfurers: 
they have conftantly had the royal caufe at heart : they ad- 

hered 
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- hered to M.de La Fayette fince the 14thof September, 1791, 
more clofely fince the declaration of war, and clofer than 
ever fince the 20th of June. They do not mean yet to pub- 
Sih all that they have known and feen of his conduét, his 
projects, and his aétions. But if injuftice is perfifted in: if 
itbe faid that in this fatal revolution every party muft be in- 
volved in guilt: if two caufes equally facred, improperly 
feparated, when, on the contrary, they are intimately con-’ 
nected, are to be alternately deftroyed by thofe who call 
themfelves their champions ; and if, after having difgraced 
the caufe of freedom, a defign is formed to difgrace alfo the 
caufe of royalty; then M. de La Fayette’s friends will un+ 
dertake his detence, confefs his faults, fhew forth his merits, 
and hold out to Europe fuch documents as muft put injuf- 
tice to the blufh. 


But above all, let it not be fappofed, that in order to ex- 
culpate M. de La Fayette in one particular, it is neceffary to 
give him up in another. The only thing in danger, and 

‘which would want any compromife, is the glory of his op~ 
preffors. Here no bribes have been offered, none received. 
M. de La Fayette remained, at this laft period, equally faith- 
ful to liberty and royalty. No part of the body politic can, 
at this day, with calumny, accufe him of treachery ; and, fet- 
ting afide private bickerings which may be fettled how they. 
will, he cannot on any political ground be the juft object of 
any man’s vengeance, except the ruffians, who, to glut their 
monftrous ambition, cover France with ruins, with taxes, 
and dead bodies; and keep buried in feparate prifons the 
poreft of kings, the moft courageous of queens, an angel-like 
Princefs, whom the very devils in hell couldnot help refpect- - 


ing, 
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* ang, and a child whofe looks alone would foften a hord of 
fannibals, 


Thofe are M. de La Fayette’s enemies. They mightde- . 
pend upon M. de Rivarol to propagate their calumnies ; but 
certainly they could not depend upon kings to become the 
toals of their revenge, 


‘LATE PICTURE OF PARIS. 





CHAP. IIIf 


Detail of the Horrors of the toth of Auguft. 


Fit via vi: rumpunt’ aditus”.......is 
Vir. Zn, lib. rt. 


NHE meafures adopted within the palace, and 
the preparations made for its external de- 
fence, the king’s reviews, his retreat to the Na- 
tional Affembly, his dangers, the {torming of the 
palace, the difperfion of all his adherents, and the 
maffacre of his Swifs guards, are to be the fubject 
@f the prefent chapter, to which is annexed a plan 
of the Thuilleries, and of the adjacent ftreets, to 
ferve as a guide to the various fcenes of ation on 
that frightful day. 


Tn order to have a perfe&t idea of the combat, 
it is firft of all neceffary to be made acquainted 
with the exact fituation of the Thuilleries. I 
thall appropriate a few pages to this purpofe. 


Oo The 


* &c. It is called the Louvre gallery. Since the © 
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The palace confifts of five principal pavillions, 
connected together by intermediate buildings, the 
whole of which forms one of the moft ftupendous 
piles of architeCture in the whole world. 


. A gallery of immentfe length joins the Thuille- 
ries to the old Louvre. This gallery was intend- 
ed for a French Mufeum, in which were to be de- 
pofited all the natienal and royal collections of 
paintings, engravings, ftatues, medals, antiques, 


" asth of July, as frefh riots were juftly dreaded 


‘ 


every inftant, M. de Salis, a major of the Swifs 
guards had a fort of intrenchment or barricade 
made in this gallery with boards and planks, ia 
order to cut off the approach of the rebels, who 


might otherwife come up in great numbers by the . 


Apollo gallery, ot the afcent Yeading throngh tif 
Infanta’s pavillion in the old Louvre. The foot 


of the gallery had been broke down at the diftance - 


of about fixty yards from the firft pavillion of the 
Thuilleries ; and thirty of the Swifs were placed 
in this kind of oug-poft, wtitch extended over the 
wickets of the Carrousel. 


The firft pavillion, which faces the Pont-Royal, 
is called the Pavillion of Flora: here were the 
apartments of Madame Elizabeth. In this pa- 
villion there .» a magnificent ftair-cafe, called the 
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Princes’ Stair-Case. Ve leads into a court of the 
fame ame. A branch of this ftair-cafe runs of 
to an iron gate, which opens into the garden from 
this part of the palace. This is the gate which is 
known by the name of the Queen's Gate. 


The Pavillion of Flora, is connected with the 
‘three central pavillions by means of a large gal- 
lery, called the Carrachis’ Gallery. Under this 
gallery were the queen’s grand apartments, nearly 
on a level withthe terrace of the palace. 


The central pavilions formed the king’s apart- 
ments, confifting of the billiard-room, the grand 
dining room, the council-chamber, ‘a magnificent 
faloon, called Salle du lit, (the ftate-toom) the wil 
de beuf, and different guard rooms : the whole ter- 
‘minates in a grand ftair-cafe exactly in the mid- 
dle of the palace, and is fhut up by two iron gates 
on the fidé of the garden, and on that of the Cour 
Royale. 


In this part of the palace, on the ground floor, 
and on the fecond ftory, were the apartments of . 
the dauphin, of Madame de Lamballe, and feve- 
ral other perfons belonging to the court. The 
king’s private apartments confifted only of two 
fuits of rooms, opening to the garden, and adjoin- 
ing to the council-chamber on one fide, and to 
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the ftate-room on the other. The queen’s f{mall, 
apartments were over Carracbis’ Gallery. 


The other divifion of the palace from the ftair- 
cafe to the pavillion of the ftables confifts of the 
Chapel, Servandoni’s Theatre, and the apartments 
which ufed to be occupied by the king’s aunts. 


Four courts inclofe the palace on the fide of the 
Carrousel. The firft is called Princes’-Court. In 
the inner part of it, a guard-room had been built 
for the national troops on duty. The fecond is 
called /a Cour Royale, (King’s Court.) It was here, 
at the bottom of the great ftair-cafe, that two can- 
nons, belonging. to: the:batallion, upon, Guty at the ; 
palace, had been planted ever fince the fixth of 
Otober 1789. The third is named * Swwiss-Court 
It was through this court that people formerly 
went to the French theatre, when it was fituated 
in the Thuilleries. The Swifs-had barracks there 
for the ordinary palace-guard.. Two ftables had 
been lately built there for the horfe gendarmerie 
upon duty, who were fubftituted <in. the room of 
the conftitutional horfe-guards, upon the difband- 
ing of the latter. Laftly, the fourth court takes 
the name of Marsan-Court, from the pavillion on 
the northern extremity. There was a way through 
this court to the Hotel de Brionne, the refidence of 


ae eee 


€ 371) 


“ihe ‘grand ecuyer of France, on. Little Carrousel. 
Pace. 


The different buildings round thefe four courts: 
were divided into fmall apartments for the accom-’ 
modation of old fervants, and of perfons aétually: 
engaged at the palace. 

On turning round the Pavillion of Marsan, to go _ 
to the National Affembly, tyou enter: the !Ssable- 
Yard, and then the yard belonging to the Riding- 
House, on one fide of which is a door leading inta: 
the garden. Purfuing your way through the yard . 
of the riding-houfe, you come. to: the National 
Affembly, where a party of horfe, and of the na- 
tional guards, with fome fheriff’s officers, fome 
veterans and two pieces of ordnance were always 


potted. 


Five terraces formed the inclofure of the gar- 
den. That, which runs along by the palace, 
and which is adorned with ftatues and marble 
vafes of exquifite beauty, is called the Palace Ter- 
race, ‘That on the right, which extends the en- 
tire length of the garden, is called the Terrace of 
the Feuillans, "This ground the affembly had ta- 
poffeffion of, a fortnight before, in order more 
eafily to animate the people againft the palace, 
This terrace is interfected by two flights of fteps. 

03 One 
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One leads to a coffee-houfe, called the Hottet ( 
coffee-houfe, which had been walled up on the 
fide of the garden, as the mob could eafily get 
that way into the Thuilleries, when the king 
thought it advifeable to keep them fhut during 
’ the popular commotions. This coffee-houfe was 
again opened by the Affembly’s order. It became 
the rendezvous of the Motion-makers, and agita- 
tors of the populace. The other flight of fteps 
‘led to the aflembly, to all its offices, and to the 
paffage called that of the Feuil/ans. It was through 
this dark, narrow, and fetid paflage, that the king 
was always obliged to go on foot, whenever he 
went in flate to the National Aflembly. At the 
extremity of it is a fmall yard, a guard-room, and 
the church of the Feuillans, which opens into 
St. Honoré-ftreet, facing Vendéme Place. ; 


The Terrace of the Feuillans terminates in a 
beautiful efplanade, called La Terraffe de /’Orange- 
rie, (Orange Garden Terrace) whence defcending 
by a flight of fteps, you are led through a fmall] 
court to Lewis the Fifteenth’s Place, : 


Another efplanade, like the former, on the fide 
of the river, was called the Dauphin’s Terrace, be- 
caufe a flower-garden had been made there for the 
amufement of the royal children. Here was a pri- 
vate door for the convenience of the gardeners. 

The 
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yr fifth and laft terrace, called the Water 
errace, runs parallel to that of the Fenillans, all 
along the quay of the Thuilleries; and ends at a 
fide gate, which communicates with the Pavillion 
of Flora by an iron railing about twenty yards in. 
extent. This gate faces the Pont Royal, and takes 
its name from it. 


Finally, between the two efplanades, that of the 
Dauphin, and the Orangerie, the palace is fecured by 
a foffe, of moat, over which is a draw-bridge that 
is fut every evening: this draw-bridge exactly 
faces the grand garden walk, the principal gate of 
the palace, the ftatue on Lewis the Fifteenth’s 
Place, and the magnificent avenue to Neuilly. 
The view of buildings which here opens to the 
eye for the extent of more than a league, the col- 
lected beauties of art and nature. which adorn the 
profpect, made this {pot the Elyfium of France! 
The fcene, alas! is going to change: it will foon 

_ become the theatre of furies and of dzmons, 


—_——— 


From Midnight till Six in the Morning. . 


_ The detachments of the national guards, order. 
ed by M. Mandat, arrived in the courfe of the 
night. At fix in the morning, their number, in- 
cluding the whole what were in the palace and 
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at the draw-bridge, amounted to about 240@ 
men, 


Their artillery confifted of three cannons that 
were planted in the Royal Court, facing the gate; 
one in the Swifs-Court; one in the Marfan-Court ; 
two in Princes’ Court; one at the Pont Royal; one 
at the gate of the Riding-Houfe; and two at the 
Draw-Bridge; making in all eleven cannons. 


The horfe gendarmerie, formerly the Guet, now 
confifting of 912 men, were all upon duty, and 
diftributed in the following manner ; 


109 men under the command of Captain Hoche- 
reau, in the {tables belonging to the Verfailles 
coach-office, at the foot of the Pont Royal, on 
Orsai quay. 


too men, kept as a corps-de-referve at the Hévef 
de Ville, Place de Gréve. 


60 men, at the Carrozsel, in the ftables of the 
Hétel de Coigny, under the command of Cap- 
tain de Sarbonne. 


go men, with their firft Eieutenant- Colonel, M. 
de Raymond, in the flables of the Petit Hotel 


de la Valiiere. 
16 men, 
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£6 men, at the ordinaty guard of the National 
» Affembly, 


25 wereat Corbeil, to guard the flower-mills, and 
the powder magazines of Effone. 


581, with their commanding officer, M. de Rul- 

hieres, and four captains, Mefirs. de Laflus, 
rro-- Gabriel, du Mefnil, and de Lille, were potted 
912 at the colonade of the Louvre, 





There were two captains more belonging to this | 
corps, one of whom, M. de Maiftre was abfent: 
upon leave; and the other, M. Deftimauville, 
adted as aide-de-camp at the palace. 


The hosfe gendarmerie, or maréchaufte of the de+ 
partment, confifted of 75 men. Twenty-five of 
them came in the morning, and were drawn up on 
the Carrousel; the other 50 remained at St. Mar- 
tin’s Gate. It was, it feems, with much ado that 
this gendarmerie belonging to the outtkirts of Paris. 
could be fpared, for fear of riots in the environs. 
Yet, above a fortnight before, all the plunderers . 
for ten leagues round, had been fent for to the me-. 
tropolis by prefling invitations in M. Santerre’s 

* own hand-writing, under the pretence of a civic 
feftivity. Strange and frightful vifages were feen 
crowding te town ; and people laughed at them at 

the 
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the Palais Royal with as much thoughtlefs levity, 


as that of the fimple Lazaritz, finging at the foot 
of Mount Vefuvius. : 


The foot gendarmerie, as 1 before obferved, were 
configned to their refpective pofts. Their chief 
commander was with the detachment on duty at 
the Hétel-de-Ville. Their firft Lieutenant-Colonel, 
ML Carl, and M. Guinguerlo the fecond, were at 
the palace. 


Two of the municipal officers, Mefits. Borie 
and Le Boule fpent the night at the Thuilleries, 


At midnight, the Swifs occupied a fort of guard- 
room, on the right hand as you go in, at the foot 
of the great flair-cafe in Princes’ Court. Others 
took their ftand on the fteps of the ftair-cafe up 
as far as the firft ftory ; and {ome more were feated 
upon benches that run along the banifters, In 
this fpot they planted their colours. They fpent 
the whole night in profound filence. 


The Swifs officers declared that they would at 
asthe national guards did; neither more nor less. 
Right well-affected men were required to be fia- 
woned with the Swifs troops at the feot of the ° 
ftair-cafe. This po& was afterwards occupied by 
the naticnal grenadiers of the out-pofts. The 

other 
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; ether ordinary pofts were equally filled Swifs {ale 
diers and national guards blended together. - 


M. Petion had been at the palace ever fince 
eleven o’clock. His carriage was feen in the 
courts; but it was two hours and more before he 
himfelf could be found. He was all this time en- 
gaged in conferences with M. Roederer; in examine 
ing with him the forces of the palace; in making 
himfelf acquainted with its ftrong and its weak 
fides,,and with the manner in which the national 
guards were difpofed ; in marking his victims, in’ 
damping the ardour of the king’s defenders ;. in 
prejudicing the batallions again{t the gentry; in 
‘fowing enmity and divifion. The events of the 
day fufficiently unfolded the dark defigns of thofe 
crafty and perfidious conferences. 


The palace was to have been ftormed in the 
night ; but the attack was delayed till the moft fas _ 
vourable moment could be found. The populace, 
blind inftruments of the crimes of their leaders, - 
fuffered themfelves to be led on, to be flopt, with’ 
a pliability worthy of the moft expert confpirators, | 
and the moft perfect matters of their paffions. The 
. columns in motion through all parts of Paris, re- 
gulated their fteps fo as to be in exact readinefs for . 
action, and to give vigour to the political efforts 
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of tlieir leaders by the near approach of fuch « 
tremendous force. 


The new commiffioners of the fections, who 
had elected themfelves at the found of the alarm- 
bell, which was rung by their order, while all the 
citizens in arms ran to their refpedtive pofts, had 
tuthed with defperate refolution into the common- 
council hall ; and there amounting to 1g2 in num- 
ber, they formed a new revolution-municipality, 
ftill however retaining at their head their col- 
leagues, not to fay accomplices, Petion, Manuel, 
and Danton. One Huguenin, a patriot of Faux: 
biurg St. Antoine, fat as prefident of this commons 
council: this was the very fellow who aéted as the 
orator and leader of the spear-men on the 20th of 
June*. The fecretary appointed to affift him was 
Tallien, a young incendiary, about 25 years of 
age, who for the laft fix months was the editor ofa 
pofting-bill, which regularly appeared every day, 
under the title of she Friend of the Citizens, 


During the whole night, and a part even of the 
preceding day, the guoners and artillery-men, wha 


* This Huguenin was at firft a deferter from the corps of _ 
_ earabineers, afterwards a clerk at the barriers, next a bawdy- 
houfe bully, and laft of all, prefident of the council general of the 
rebel commonalty, 


? were 
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¢ were at the palace, often broke ott into infults and 
menaces of all kinds againft the gentry whom 
they knew to be within, and againft fome mem- 
bers of the national guards. They even went fuch” 
lengths, that the grenadiers of the Nuss of St. Thon, 
mas, who fince night-fall had been drawn up in 
the court to the number of 40, refolved to.keep a 
ftri&t watch on every cannon, and on the ma- ° 
neeuvres of the gunners, by joining four of thei 
own company to them. 


“At day-break there was a falfe alarm excited by 
the inadvertent difcharge of a fufee in one of the 
courts. Every body was lying on matraffes, or 
on benches; and it was not without fome trouble 
that the fleepers could be rouzed. 


Petion having gone down from the palace inte 
the garden, was furrounded by a group of 20 na 
tional grenadiers. He remained for fome time 
feated on the {teps of the terrace ftair-cafe, with M. 
Sergent, a municipal officer, who accompanied 
him. Thefe grenadiers kept him as a kind of 
hoftage, that they might act under his refponfi-. 
bility. In this firuation the mayor of Paris, per- 

~plext enough for his perfonal fecurity, kept up, 
however, an air of compofure: but his convalfive 
mouth, and the ftrong preffure of his lips betrayed 
the inward agitations of uneafinefs and anger, 
Bene 
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From time to time various accounts were brought 
him, which he liftened to with the air of a phyfir 
cian, confulting ‘on the crifis of a ferious illnefs. 
He found means, by virtue of a decree of the na- 
tional aflembly, to get away from his guards. 
One may fay of thefe, what Voltairé did of the 
Tealian?: 


“* Ustremblent tous a l'afpet d'un décret.” 


The Marfeillais began now to put themfelves in 
motion, with their artillery in front; and the 
rioters in the Fauxbourgs were preparing to muf- 
ter. The new municipality, whofe exiftence, or 
felf-creation was not yet, known at the palace, 
heard that M. Mandat, commander in chief of the 
national guards, had in his pocket an order from 
the mayor of Paris to repel force by force: it was 
neceflary to take away this order from him: it was 
neceflary to deftroy by divifion the whole defence 
of the palace: it was neceflary to remove every 
plea, or authoritative fan@ion for refiftance, in 
order more eafily to triumph over a divided party, 
Here we thall again fee exerted with fuccefs that 
fyflem of difmembering, fo fkilfully employed at 
all times, and upon all occafons by the Facobix 
leaders :—a fyftem, by which they have fuccef- 
fively deftroyed the defenders of the monarchy, 
Khofe of the conftitution, thofe of the kines of 


\ 
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Europe, and thofe of the king of France :-a fy 
tem, to the completion of which M. Retderer 
gave the finifhing ftroke on this laft an@wmecnor- 
able.day. ‘ 


M. Mandat feemed to anticipate his fate: he 
tefufed to obey the firft meffage : yet the order ia 
queftion was to be got out of his hands at all 
events. A fecond meflage is difpatched to him 
by the municipality. Roederer and the two mu- 
nicipal officers reprefent to him that it is his duty 
to wait upon the civil power: he hefitates; he 
fhudders; he foams wich rage; he takes his leave 
of the friends whom he leaves behind him at the 
palace ; he fets off; he arrives, attended by a fingle 
aide-de-camp. The new municipality, of the for- 
‘mation of which he had not even the moft diftant 
idea, interrogate him refpeéting the order he had 
given the preceding evening, and the fteps he had 
taken to difperfe the apprehended riots, without 
the effufion of blood. They charge him with a 
plot to cut to pieces the innocent and patriotic co- 
funn of the people. Mandat thunder-ftruck, and 
confounded at what he fees and hears, makes ne 
reply : he is ordered away to the Absey Prison, and 

. the fignal given for his execution*. He is butch- 


* The prefident extending his arm horizontally in a very fig- 
Nificant manner, fuid, let bin be Fraggei awyy, 


ered 
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ered on the fleps of thé Hésel-de-Ville. A pittot 
fhot firft brought him to the ground; {pears and 
cutlaffes finifhed the bufinefs, Petion’s order is 
taken from him: the dead body is flung into the 
Seine, notwithftanding the cries of his affli@ed fon, 
who begs in vain for his father’s corpfe to peiform 
the funeral tights. Here legal defence ends, and 
- gives way to the natural right of felf- prefervation- 

At was then four o’clock in the morning. 


They were formally deliberating in the Affem- 
bly on the gradual abolition of the flave-trade, 
when M. de Joly, the chief juftice, entered to in- 
form the legiflative body, that the only means of 
preferving the king was by fending to him a de- 
putation from the National Affembly; and that 
the king defired it for his own fafety, and that of 
his family. ‘I'he Aifembly proceeded to the order 
of the day, obferving that there was not a compe-~ 
tent number to take the requeft into confideration. 


At this time the rioters were plundering the ar- 
fenal, and had particularly feized upon 2600 fire- 
Jocks, which they found there. The batallion of 
St. Gervais, commanded by M. le Laboureur, 
was appointed to guard this poft; but that officer ~ 
was threatened by his own artillery-men, who com- 
pelled him, at the peril of being maffacred, to leave 

his 
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“his batallion to the Fauxbourg St. Antoine: this 
- corps formed the van of the rebel column. 


The different centers, whence all orders iffued, 
were the barracks of the Marseillais for the Fan. 
bourg St. Marceau; and the Hétel-de-Ville for the 
Fauxbourg St. Antoine, The leaders at the firt poft 
were Barbaroux, ahofier at the Hétel de Toulouse, 
who had raifed himfelf to be deputy extraordinary 
from the city of Marfeilles; Fournier, a captain . 
who came at the head of the Marfeillais to Paris; 
and Alexander, commander of the batallion of the 
Gobelins, a worthy friend of Santerre’s.—The chief 
directors at the fecond poft were the fecret com- 
mittee of the new municipal officers, Manuel, 
Danton, Camille-Defmoulins, Fabre-d’Eglantine, 
Huguenin, Paris, Offelin, Marat, Freron, Tallien, 
Duplain, Billaud Varennes, Robefpierre, Dufforr, 
Cailly, Jourdeuil, Desforgues, Lénfant, Le Clerc, 
Collot-d’Herbois, T. M. Chefnier, Panis, Len- 
gendre, and other Facobins, who hardly perceived 
that they were only the tools of the four minifters 
of the Duke of Orleans, Siéyés, Laclos, Sillery, 
and Condorcet. Their friend Santerre had been ap- 
pointed temporary commander in chief, in Man- 
rdat’s place, as foon as the latter was killed; buthe - 
wag quite paffive the whole of this morning. 
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The troops of the confpirators kept crowding 
from midnight till fix in the morning to the fol-. 
lowing places of rendez-vous : 


The place of the French theatre } Faubourg St. 


The Horfe-Market Marceau, 
The Arfenal i Faubourg St. 
Little St. Anthony’s Anthoine. 


The number of the confpirators in the Fauxbourg 
St. Antoine may be reckoned at 15,000; and thofe 
in the Fauxbourg St. Marceau at only 5,000: but 
the mob of curious fpectators and of plunderers, 
who followed them, exceeds all poffible calculation. 
The quays and ftreets, from the Hérel-de-Ville, and 
the Quay of the Mint to the Champs Elysees, were 
covered with continually increafing torrents of the 
populace. 


At fix o’clock they began to move in two ‘ca- 
lumns ; one of which took its way partly crofs the 
Pont-Neuf, the wickets of the Louvre Gallery, and 
St. Nicaise-Street, and partly over the Poxt-Roya/, 
the wickets, and the Carrousel: the other column 
advanced through 5S, Honoré-Street, and Sz. Ni- ; 
caife-Street. But it was paft eight o’clock before 
their van began to fpread at the Carrogf/, Their 

whole 
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‘whole artillery confifted only of the two pieces of 
ecannon belonging to the Marfeillais. 


The column of the Fauxbourg St. Marceau, in 
croffing the Pont-Neuf, paffed by Henry the 
fourth’s batallion, who remained perfectly motion- 
Iefs. This batallion had felt a great lofs in the 
removal of their late captain, M. Carle, to the 
command of the gendarmerie. It confifted chiefly 
of goldfmiths and: jewellers; and thofe rich citi- 
zens, who had been long fince marked out by 
Briffot, under the title of the gentlemen of the epau- 
kre, did nothing now but tremble for their pro- 
perty. A parody of the decree of the country in 
danger had been applied to them ; and fome of the 
newfpapers had proclaimed the Goldfmith’s Quay in 
danger, a few days before the tenth of Auguft. 


At two o’clock a party of eleven people, armed: 
with piftols and daggers, were taken up in the 
Champs Elifées, on the ground of their appearing to 
perfonate the patrole. They made no refiftance, and 
Were conducted to the guard-houfe of the Feuil- 
Joxs. Eleven prifoners more, who had been ap-. 
prehended in the courfe of the night, were added’ _ 
tetheir number. Among the latter was a man, 
about five feet ten inches high, wich a frightful 
‘wifage, and the accent of Provence. He complained 


bitterly of being made wait fo long for his exami- - 
Ps, nation. 
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pation. his, he faid, was downright Arifocraty.- 
There was terrible difturbance and. confufioa iQ 
the guard-houfe; but they dared not examine any 
body. 


. Petion was then at the Affembly, in obedience 
to a decree which had furamoned him there to 
_ give an account of the ftate of the capital. He 
affured the houfe, that the minds of the citizens 
were much inflamed and difcontented ; but that he, 
did not think there was any danger on that day. 
M. Joly, a petty municipal officer, afferted that 
violence had been done to Petion to keep him at, 
the palace. A long debate enfued upon this 
charge. Petion never faid a fingle tittle, either 
yes or 20.—A moment after, he made his bow to 
the Aflembly, and withdrew amidft. burfts of ap- 
plaufe. He did not go back through the garden, 
but croffed the paflage and court of the Feuillans, 
went to his own houfe, where the mob mounted . 
guard. as his centinels. M. Joly had caufed 400 
men to be pofted there, who, through their affec- 
tionate concern for Petion, hindered him, as he. 
pretended, from coming out. It was thus he. 
hoped to fhake off the heavy load of refponfibility: 
which lay upon his head and fhoulders. =i 


At five o’clock the Queen fent for the royal. 
children, who were called out of bed to goto, 
her. 
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pict. In the courfé of the night, the intelligence 
that. was byought, alternately excited hope and. 
fear. The King employéd the fhort intervals, of, 
tranquillity in the di{charge of thofe duties, which. 
religion iffpired him with. He faw his confeffor, 
the Abbé Hébert; and, like a devoted victim,: 
prepared himfelf for every. event with che moft- 
compofed and modeft refignation. 


The Queen, attended by Madame Elizabeth, 
‘was almoft conftantly pafling and repaffing from 
her own apartment to that of the king, to her 
children, and to the council-chamber. Not a word 
‘efcaped her, not a fingle look or gefture, which 
could betray any vexation or fear. She {till 
maintained the confiftency of her character, the 
well-known calmnefs and dignity of her counte- 
nance. 


All the minifters were met to receive the re- 
‘ports of what was going on, which they immedi- 
“ately communicated to the King and Quegn; 
and {pent the reft of the time in deliberating with 
.M, Roederer, and the two members of the muni~ 
' cipality on the beft means of preferving his ma- 
| jelty and the royal family from the daggers of af- 
: faffins. 


P3 Ar 
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At fix o’clock, feveral batallions arrived, armed 
with pikes, under a pretence of defending -the 
palace. M. de la Chefnaye, a legionary com- 
mander, made them file off to the terrace by the . 
water fide. Some pieces of artillery, which they 
brought with them, remained in the court: 
yards, ~ 


Reviews 
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Review of the Palace Guards. 


AT half paft five in the morning, the King was 
tequefted to vifit all the pofts, and by his prefence 
to encourage the brave men, who were at onee to 
defend his perfon, his family, his crown, and his 
conftitution, He had been up all night: his hair 
was in fome little diforder ; and he had not chang- 
ed his drefs of the preceding evening. In a plain, 
violet-coloured coat, with his hat under his arm, 
and his fword by his fide, he went at firft to vifit 
the feveral pofts in the palace : the Queen, the royal 
children, and the princefs de Lamballe, with fome 
other ladies, accompanied him in this firft vifit, I 
have been informed by fome eye-witneffes, that 
his looks were ftrongly affected, yet benign; and 
that his eyes were covered with a watry fuffufion, 
though a fimile was feen upon his lips. He often re-’ 
peated thefe words, but with frequent interruptions : 
“Well! I am told they are coming—I do not 
“know what they mean—I will never feparate 
“ from good citizens: my caufe is theirs, The. 
meaning of thefe words, as they were underftood 
and felt by the national guards, was this: “ Tam 
“ willing that my friends fhould defend me at the 

; “ prefent crifis: we fhall perith, or efcape toge- 
P4 “ ther.” 
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¢ ther.” The Queen alfo {poke alittle: fhe feem- 
ed to fupprefs, though with fome difficulty, the ~ 
fighs that fwelled her bofom. Her Auftrian lip 
and eagle nofe, a little more inflamed than ufual, 
gave her afpect an air of majefty, of which none 
but thofe who faw her at the moment can hardly 
form any idea. 


The national guards difcovered great emotion 
at the time, and warm fentiments of loyalty. 
Their language, at leaft, excited that idea of 
them. 


At fix o'clock the king went down into the 
court-yards. He was attended only by M. de 
Boiffieu, M. de Menou, camp-marhals ; Meffrs, 
de Maillardor and de Backman, Swifs officers ; M. 
de Lajeard, late fecretary at war; M. de Briges 
and the prince de Poix, who there joined him. 
The drum beat in the fields: the fhouts of vive /e 
roi were heard in the courts, and re-echoed by the 
national guards ; but the artillery men and the ba~ 
tallion of the Croix Rouge conftantly cried out vive 
ta nation. All the people, who were in the upper 
apartments of the palace, fhed tears of. joy, when 
they heard the acclamations of loyalty. - 
While his majefty was reviewing the troops 
pofted in the different court yards, two batallions 
more 
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more* entered, who were armed partly with fire 


locks, and partly with pikes, and who encouraged 


the artillery men in their fanguinary difpofition. 
The king having gone into the garden, to continue 
the review, M, de Boiffieu took that opportunity 
to repair the diforder which the royal vifit gave _ 
rife to in the court-yards; and made thofe two’ 
batallions file off to the water-terrace. As they 
paffed by the King at the great iron railing of the 
Thuilleries, they made ufe of very infolent lan+ 
guage, fhouting Long live Petion! long hve the 
nation ! 


The king then reviewed the palace terrace, 
where feveral batallions were pofted, particularly 
thofe of Petits-Peres and St. Thomas’s Nunnery. 
Several grenadiers belonging to thefe troops fur- 
rounded the king, and preffed him with fo much 
importunity to go and review the corps de referve, 
ftationed at the draw-bridge, that he fuffered him- 
felf to be led there, notwithftanding the remon- 
ftrance of one of his attendants, who pointed out 
the danger of his being fuddenly attacked by the 
pikemen on the terrace, who cried out with might 
and main, down with Veto! down with the trai- 


> gor! From that moment, the hopes, before en-: 


* One of them was that of St. Marcel, commanded by M. 
Alexander, and M. Azevilly. . 
tertained 
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tertained of the national guards, were completely 
deftroyed. 


His majefty reviewed the poft at the draw-bridge 
very quietly : he alfo found the arrangements there 
fatisfattory and excellent; but he ran a very great 
rifk in his return. An ill-looking fellow amdng 
others, joined his efcort, and feemed to threaten 
him every inftant. One of the national guards, 
who watched all his motions, thought he perceived 
a dagger which the other concealed, and was there- 
fore more vigilant to prevent every wicked defign 
of his, by never quitting him. Abufive lan- 
guage and infulting fhouts were fo often re-iterat- 
ed, that one of the grenadiers who had perfuaded 
the king to go, and who attended him till he 
came back to the palace, there fainted away 
through the exceffive alarm he had felt for his ma- 
jefty’s fafety. 


The two before-mentioned batallions went out 

by the Pont-Royal gate, and drew up with their 

‘cannon along the iron railing, where they waited 

for the Marseillais. Thus, inftead of defenders, 
. they foon became affailants. 


During the review, two other batallions, who 
had come latterly, and who were in the cour royale, 
thought proper to difperfe, and a ftrong detach- 

ment 
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ment of them quitted the palace, to go and poft 

_themfeives with two cannons on the Carrousel. 

“There they ftopped feveral new batallions, who 
were going to defend the palace. The pretext 
for all thofe defertions was the loyal meafures taken 
by the Swifs. They feemed to be in fear of the , 
latter. The cowardice and difloyalry of thofe 
traitors found alfo another excufe in the very for- 
midable appearance of about two hundred and ten 
gentlemen, who were feen in different parts of the , 
royal apartments, The fpirit of the palace guards 
was tainted by the momentary intermixture of the’ 
pike-men: the fy{tem of equality and brotherhood 
gave eafy admittance to the contagion ; and every : 
plan of defence became every moment more and: 
more impracticable; all hopes that the national 
guards would by their prefent fidelity, blot out , 
the rémembrance of the twentieth of June, ap- 
peared extremely abfurd and vifionary*. 


% The ladies, who never quitted the Queen during this de- 
plorable night, were the Princefs de Lamballe, fuperintendant 
of the queen’s houthold; the Princefs de Tarente, and the Mar. i 
chionefs de Ja Rocheaymon, maids of honour ; and Madame de 
Geneftous, a lady attached to the Princefs de Lamballe. The ‘ 
royal children had with them Mad. de. Tourzel, their governefs, 
and the young Paulina, her daughter : they had alfo their un- 
der-governeffes and fome other female attendants. 

The Duchefs de Maillé, another of the maids of honour, was 
no fooner informed of the danger the queen was in, than fhe 

went 
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~ went on foot from her own koufe, through the frantic mob ; 
and wanted to force the guards, who defended the gates of the 
Thuilleries, to let her pafs. But as they had pofitive orders not ~ 
to admit any body, her courage and perfeverance were ineffec- 
‘otal. Such, however, was her zeal, and her intrepidity, that in 
the very midft of the people who were ftorming the palace, the 
proclaimed aloud her attachment to the queen, and her eager 
defire to get near her majefty’s perfon ; for that it was her poft 
and her duty. 
* ¢ melancholy eataftrophe of the Princefs de Lamballe does 
_ hot yet permit me to pay the juft tribute to her virtues. But it 
‘is icnpoffible to make mention of Mad. de Tourzel and the Prine 
 eefs de Tarente, without difplaying their amiable characters to 
‘the eyes of all Europe. 
| ‘That of Mad. de Tourzel is an aftonifhing mixture of virtue, 
fidelity, and courage. The ftorms that have burft on the royal 
family have afforded many trying occafions for the full exercife 
of thofe qualities. She shared the afflictions of that family in 
every fcene of misfortune, diftrefs, and imprifonment: her 
" young and lovely daughter, who unites to the outward charms 
of her perfon a fiveetnefs of foul that was her mother’s only 
comfort, had like to become the victim of her duty: her dan- 
gers will be made known in their proper place. 
« Thaye now to draw the Princefs de Tarente’s portrait ; but 
friendthip fnatches the pencil out of my hand: I yield it to the 
Duke de Choifeul. 
“ Friendfhip,” fays he to me, * has an exclufive right to 
paint the chatacter of the Princefs de Tarente. It is the privilege 
I claim ;—it is a fort of homage which I feel a pleafure in pay- 
ting her. Mad. de Tarente prefents us with a perfea& model of 
friendthip, of fidelity, of the moft difinterefted attachment. De- 
voted to the queen, as to the objeét of her worfhip, the loves 
her perfon ; and that affection is rivited by an intimate know- 
Jedge of her endearing qualities,—ef qualities fo lovely, yet fo 
calumniated. Loving the queen with tranfport. beloved by her. 
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princes from the hateful prejudice, the odious idea of their being 
incapable of friendfhip. Saved, as it were, by a miracle in the 

_ Mmaffacre at the Thuilleries on the tenth of Auguft; arrefted a 

“"Fewdays after ; led from committee to committee ; dragged to - 
the Abbey prifon ; interrogated with threats ; every where con- 
feffing the truth ; making a merit, even before heftile judges, of 
her attachment and fidelity ; rejecting with horror the terms on 
which fhe was offered both liberty and life, and which were to’ 
utter fome doubtful phrafes refpecting the queen; and laft of 
all tried on the night of the maffacre by thofe fons of blood, the 
was acquitted and fet free, after having expected death every in. - 
tant for thirty-two hours. A God watched over her: I can 
therefore itill believe in a divine providence! Ah! if our auguft : ” 
and unfortuaate queen has been the object of the moft atrocious 
horrors, her pure image is at leaft preferved in the hearts and 
memories of her faithful fervants ;—of thofe whom fhe honoured 
with the name ofher friends. Attached to her by the ftrongeft 
of all ties, that of gratitude ; indebted to her for every thing ; 
proud that my name fhould be at any time mentioned ina nar- 
rative of the tenth of Auguft—Ah! it is not felf-love that guides 
my pen; but having been a witnefs of fo much virtue ;—a wit- ° 
nefs and admirer of the virtuous character, the probity, and the 
firm refignation of the king and queen, it is a debt 1 owe to their 
glory and to truth, to atteft thofe inftances which are to be con. 
fecrated in hiftory. Forced to remove far from them, torn 
from their perfon, obliged to fly to a foreign land, I have at 
leaft the confolation to think, that my refidence here has ftill 
been ufeful to my mafters. I have difcharged the duties of a 
faithful fubjeét ; and though I am now precluded from devot- 
ing to their defence the remains of life rendered unfortunate by 
their misfortunes, I can at leaft weep for them in peace among 
their friends.” ‘ 


The 


C 196 J 


The King’s retreat to the National AMfembly. : 


At half paft feven, as foon as the king returned 
from reviewing the Swifs and the national guards, 
the gentlemen who had been all night at the pa- 
lace, and the officers of his majefty’s former life- 
guards, who always looked upon it as their moft 
facred duty to watch over the king’s perfon, re- 
folved to embody themfelves. For this purpofe, 
they formed two companies, under the orders of 
Marthal de Mailly, their fenior officer. One of thefe 
companies, confifting of one hundred and eleven 
men, chofe for their commander the Baron de Vi- 
omefnil, a lieutenant general, who had under him 
M. d’Hervilly, a camp marfhal: they drew up in 
the gallery before defcribed, called Carrachis’ Gal- 
tery, at the door of the queen’s apartment. The 
other company was ftationed in the king’s anti- 
chamber, under the orders of M. de Puyfegur, a 
‘lieutenant general, and M. de Pont-labbé, a 
camp marfhal. At each of thefe pofts, they 
were again fub-divided into three parties, and 
drawn up twelve in front and three deep, witha . 
general officer at the head of each fubdivifion. 
Though but indifferently fupplied with arms, this — 
troop of honorary volunteers were animated by 

fuch 
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fuch generous motives, and fuch. pure heroifin, as 
to excite the tendereft concern for their fate. No- 
thing but the ftrongeft prudential reafons could 
hinder me from yielding to the defire J feel to 
publifh to the world the names of thofe unfortu- 
nate royalifts.* 


When this difpofition was made, the King 
walked through the lines to the bottom of the anti. 
chamber. The Queen remained at the door of the 
council-chamber, facing the ftate-room. Here 
were twenty grenadiers of the national guards, 
mixed with the gentry. The Queen, addreffing ~ 
herfelf more particularly to the grenadiers, faid, 
“Gentlemen, whatever you have deareft in life, 
“your wives, your children, your Property, all. 
‘now depends on our exiftence: our. intereft is 
“common: you ought to have no miftruft ‘of 
“ thofe brave fervants, who will thare your dan- 
“ gers, and defend you to their laft breath.” She 
made this {peech with fo much animation and dig. 
nity, that the tears trickled dawn from every eye. 
The king {poke alfo with great majefty and cour- 


* M. @’Ablancourt, the war minifter, came to examine the 

internal defence of the Palace. The orders he gave were, thay 

. 4n cafe any violent attempts fhould be made to break open the 

doors, or endanger the king’s life, and if it thould be found ne« 

ceffary to repel force by force, the grenadiers thould fire firft, and 
the volunteers then fucceed to the charge, 


age. 
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age. The grenadieres, as if they had received an 
electrical thock, immediately charged their fire- 
locks ; and feemed to renew at that inftant the fub- 
lime {cene of moriamur pro rege neftro. 


The moft perfec harmony at this time prevailed 
between the national guards within the palace, and 
the volunteers of honour. They fhook hands, and 
fhouted, Vive Ja garde nationale. 


Juft before, M. de Belair, a legionary comman- 
der, came to reprefent to the Queen, that the party, 
who were thus drawn up in the apartments, gave 
great umbrage and uneafinefs to moft of the na- 
tional guards in the courts, and at the other pofts 
of the palace. Her majefty replied ; Nothing 
“ can feparate us from thefe gentlemen: they are 
“‘ our moft faithful friends: they will fhare the 
“* dangers of the national guards; and will obey 
“you. Place them at a cannon’s mouth: they 
** will fhew you how men can die for their kings" 


M. Dupont de Nemours, who had been one of 
the members of the conftituent affembly, and who 
was now upon duty with his batallion at the pa- 
lace, drew up in the guard-room, a petition to 
the National Affembly to demand the difmiffion 


of the federates of Marseilles. This petition had a 
great 
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. great number of fignatures. It was then thought, 
. that the day would be {pent only in thréats. 


A quarter before eight, a municipal officer en- 
tered the council-chamber, where the king then 
was with the royal family. M. de Joly, the keeper 
of the feals, afked him: “ Well! what do they 
‘‘want?” The other replied, ‘* to dethrone the 
“king.” M..de Joly haftily anfwered; ‘ Well 

“then ! let the Affémbly pafs that decree.” The 
Queen then addreffing the municipal officers afked 
him, “ But what will become of his majefty ?” 
To this the officer made a bow, but no reply, At 
this inftant M. Roederer entered, with a {carf on, 
at the head of the directory of the department. 
His firlt words were: ** Nobody is to interpofe 
“between the king and the department:” He 
perceived that feveral were preparing to liften.to 
what he was going to fay. He then declared 
aloud, that he wanted to {peak to the King and 
Queen only ; upon which they went into the inner 
apartments. ; 


The King,Qucen, and directory of the department 
headed by M. Roederer, having entered the King’s . 
inner room, where the minifters alfo were, M. 
Reederes told their majefties; « That the danger 
“was at its height, and beyond all expreffion ; 
“thar only a {mall number of the national guards 
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‘© could be depended upon ; that the reft were cor- 
“* rupted, and weuld be the firft to fire on the pa- 
“lace; that the king, the queen, and their chil-’ 
« dren, with all thofe who were round their per- 
“© fons, would be infallibly butchered, if his ma- 
* jefty did not refolve without delay to repair to 
*€ the National Affembly.” The Queen, who had 
fome moments before penetrated into this f{cheme 
of feparating the King from every body, and giving 
him up to the Affembly, was refolved to oppofe it, 
and had even told two of her moft confidential 
friends ; ‘* that the would fooner be nailed to the 
‘* walls of the palace than quit them.” She there- 
fore expreffed herfelf with great vehemence againft 
M. Roederer’s propofal* ; but he replied, ‘*.Ma- 
“© dam, you want then to be anfwerable for the 
** death of the King, of your fon, of Madame, of 

« yourfelf, 


* Roederer conducted himfelf that day as aman who wanted 
to pleafe both parties, and to conciliate monarchy and republi. 
canifm. He went to the palace to frighten the king: he de- 
feended into the court-yards to animate the troops to repel force 
by force: he went to the Carroufel to harangue the mob. But 
being unable to work upon the populace, and perceiving that the 
column advanced, and that the rebels declared they were come 
to difarm the Swifs, he then returned to the palace, and furren- 
dered up, as we have ‘een, the King, his family, and their fate to. 
the National Affembly. He {aid to the Ariftocrats, J have faved 
four mafler; to the Jacobins, Yuu are indebted to me for the re 
public. Popular frenzy, however, which knows no medium, 
wanted to hang him; and he was obliged to hide himfelf for a 
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‘ * yourfelf, and of all the perfons who are here ta 
“defend you!” At thefe words, they unani- 
mioufly cried out; «© Ah! may we be the only 
© victims.” 


Now we come to circumftances which muft 
rend the heart of a man of honour and fenfibility. 
The King, the Queen, the royal family, devoting 
themfelves to humiliations worfe than death, to 
prevent Frenchmen from the commiffion of crimes, 
and to fave from the hands of affaffins the remains 
of the faithful nobility who had rallied round their 
perfons, fet off: they forbid any body to follow 
them: they crofs feveral apartments, where their 
fhuddering and faithful fervants, all diffolved in 
tears, want to crowd round them: ¢* You will be 
the caufe of the King’s death,” {aid Roederer : 

“Stay where you are,” was the King’s order : 
“We thall foon be back,” added the Queen, 
“to comfort them.” Even their lovely child, in 
whom the graces of youth are fo captivating, and 
whofe countenance is {fo ftrongly marked by the 
beauty and dignity of his origin, the dauphin is 
employed by them to fecure obedience by irrefif. 

‘tible allurement. He goes up to one of thé gen- 
tlemen, who kept following the Queen, though 
both her majefty and the King had given a pofitive 
order to the contrary : Stay where you are,” faid 
the child; “ my papa and mama command it 3and 
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“#1 beg it of you.*” But the words, * you will ba 
** the caufe of the king’s death,” were the ftrongett- 
barrier of reftraint. aie 


* It is impoffible to {peak of this young prince, without feel- 
ing the tendereft emotions, and without being tempted to make 
his character more known, Brought up in the fchool of misfor- 
tune, his tafle formed by the reading of Homer and Plutarch 
under the care of the Abbé Davaux, a refpectable inftruétor, the 
dauphin, at the age of nine, has already learned to putin praétice 
the leffons of antiquity. This young prince has been plunged 
into the Styx; and, amidft the horrors of a prifon, his grace, 
his candor, his reflexions, his replies difarm the aflaffin, and com- 
fort the illuftrious vidims, I hall devote an entire chapter toa 
detail of the employments of this unfortunate family : but, in 
the mean time, let the reader pi€ture to himfelf the auguft mo- 
ther reduced to the neceffity of wathing her fon’s ftockings, and 
performing that menial office with the fame dignity fhe difplayed 
at the levee or drawing-room at Verfailles in the height of her 
glory, thas enobling the meaneft funétions, extorting the refpe 
even of her flanderers, commanding the admiration of Europe, 
and ftriking the {park of happinefs out of the very flint of mif- 
fortune. 


Tf we follow the dauphin to his father’s dungeon, we fhall be. +° 
hold an equally great, an equally interefting fcene. This mo- 
arch is become his fon’s tutor. Itis in Englith and Roman 
writers that he fceks for leffons on firmnefs of foul: he has no 
occafion to turn to the annals of France: he himfelf may bé 
called its living hiftory. He opens Shakefpeare, and explains to 
the Young prince the fated end of all earthly grandeur in thefe 
admirable lines, which are evea infcribed as an epitaph on the 
poet's tomb ; . 
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“ The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
“ The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf, 
, © Yea, all which it inherit, thall diffolve, 
** And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, 
** Leave not a wreck behind!” 


Horace is taken up after Shakefpeare; and the dauphin there 
treads, 
Rebus in anguftis 
‘ Appare generofus & fortis, 
He Jooks at his father; and finds in his eyes the example clofe 
by the precept. ; 


If Pope’s works are the book for the order of the day, they 
find there the prophecy of the misfortunes of France in thefe 
two lines, with the alteration of only a fingle word ; 


A Returning feafons ftill new flowers bring; 
* But faded kingdoms have no fecond fpring.” 


Manuel comes, with fire in his eye, and menace in his afpeét 2 
he orders the turnkeys to make their prifoners hear the noife of 
the balts more diftinétly : he announces to the king, with all the 
convulfions of fuccefsful guilt, shat monarchy is abelifued in France ; 

, and that be, Manuel, is one of the leaders of the republic, The king, 

| who is already revenged in our misfortunes, reads upon Mapuel’s 

' front the accomplifiment of the curfe given by Cleopatra to 
Rodogune: : : 


* Puiffiez-vous ne trouver dedans votre union 
 Qw’ horreur, que jaloufie, & que diffenfion !"* 


The dauphin afks his father the meaning of the word republic; 
“and the king, whe has promifed himfelf to forget every infult, ex- 
i Q3 plains 
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plains that word by what Mirabeau faid, when tortured with a 
tooth-ach : In the violence of its pain, the great man roared out, f 
havea republic in my mouth. Thechild, delighted at feeing a fmile on 
his auguit father’s lips, runs to report this fally of wit to his fifter 
and aunt, to chear them at their getting up ;-—to his fifter, who 
though a child in point of age, is made a woman by fears and 
misfortunes ;—to his aunt, that angelic pr incefs, whom we may 
admire, but cannot defcribe with fuitable dignity ; and who, for 
{ome months has uttered no other fi igh, no other complaint than ‘ 
her favorite exclamation : divine goodne/s! 


Oh ! all of you, who think you have reafon to aceufe provj- 
dence for your private misfortunes, turn your eyes on that family, 
once fo glorious, now fo deprefled; then tell us, if you daro 
complain, 
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The King’s Paffage to the National Affembly. 


.THE King met no obftacle in croffing the 
Thuilleries to the ftair-cafe leading to the terrace 
of the Feuillans, through two columns under arms, 
confifting of Swifs grenadiers, and the national 
grenadiers of Perits- Peres, and St. Thomas's nun- 
nery. When he reached the ftair-cafe of the ter< 
race, which was crowded by the mob, who refufed 
to let his majefty pafs, he was detained there 
about a quarter of an hour. The populace kept 
erying out, Away with all tyrants: death: death. 
A man of a frightful figure, in a miner’s frock, 
named Rochet, a noted maniac, who had been at 
the head of former infurrections; poured upon the 
king a torrent of the groffeft abufe. The directory 
of the department prevailed upon the mob at 
length to give way, and to let the King have a free 
paflage to the National Affembly, on condition, 
however, of his agrecing to leave his efcort at the 
door. That very miner, who had infulted the 
King fo much, fnatched the dauphin out of the 
Queen’s hands, and carried him in his arms into 
the Affembly. Two fellows levelled their pieces 
at the king, as he paffed on, 
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_ The perfons who followed his majefty were, be- 
fides the fix minifters, Mefirs. de Montmorin, de 
Poix, d’Hervilly, de Tourzel, de Briges, two | 
other perfons attached to his fervice, and the mu- 
nicipal officer Leroulx, M. Borie having frony 
prudential motives remained at the palace. The 
municipal officer went in firft to announce, that 
the king, the queen, their family, the minifters, 
and the adminiftrators of the department defired 
to appear before the National Afflembly. A de- 
putation was then appointed to go and receive 
their majefties. 


The King, Queen, and their family, accompa 
nied by two of the minifters, entered, and ad- 
vanced towards the feats defigned for adminiftra- 
tors. ©The King faid; ‘1am come here to pre- 
** vent a great crime, which was going to be com~- 
*¢ mitted; and I think I cannot be in greater 
** fafety than in the midft of you, gentlemen.” 


M. Guadet, who aéted as prefident in the ab- 
fence of M. Merlet, replied, ** You may rely, fir, 
“on the firmnefs of the National Afiembly: its 
“ members have fworn to die in defence of the 
‘rights of the people, and of the confticuted 
‘© powers.” 
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‘The King took his feat on one fide of the prefi- 

dent; but fome members remarking, that the con- 

" titution forbade the legiflative body to debate on 

any fubjeét in the King’s prefence, the Affembly 

decided, that their majefties and family fhould re- 

lire to a fmall lodge, or apartment, fituated back- 
ward of the prefident’s chair. 


This apartment had been appropriated to the 
writers of a newfpaper, called the /ogographic jour- 
nal, which reported the debates word for word. 
This journal had already been often complained of 
by the members. Its exaCtnefs ruined many of 
their reputations. The Affembly in turning out 
thofe writers, added to the barbarous pleafure of 
keeping the royal family in an anticipated prifon, 
that of preventing the pen of truth from publith-. 
ing the petitions, motions, and debates of that 
execrable day, and the three following. The jour- 
nal was foon after fuppreffed; but its name will 
ever be remembered. 


It was in this prifon, fix feet fquare, and eight 
feet high, the white walls of which reflected the 
rays of the fun, and increafed their ardor, that the 
King and his family {pent fourteen hours together 
in the courfe of a day that was burning hot, As 
the mob kept tumultuoufly crowding round the 
hall, it was found advifeable to deftroy an iron 

railing 
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sailing which feparated this lodge from the Na- 
tional Affembly, that the King might be able 
to get into the Affembly, in cafe the lodge thould 
be attacked. Meffts de Poix, de Choifeul, de 
Sainte Croix; and Dubouchage, four of the minif- 
ters, and the King himfelf, were obliged to pull 
down this iron railing, without any inftruments 
but the ftrength of their hands and arms. The 
king then fat down, and remained in his chair, 
with his hat off, during the debate that followed, 
keeping his eyes conftantly fixedon the Affembly, 
and taking no refrefhment for the whole time but 
a peach and a glafs of water. 


I fhall here break off for a moment the detail} 
of the thocking debate, in order to relate what 
happened in the mean time at the Feuillans, the 
Thuilleries, and the palace. In the next chapter 
I thall give an account of the abolition of royalty 
and of the conftitution, in the prefence of the 
King of that conftitution. 
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' Firft Maffacre in the Court of the Feuillans. 


Since the morning, a report had been {pread of 
the arrefting ofa falfe patrole in the Champs Elyfées ; 
and the populace, connecting that arreft with the 
thouts of vive /e roi made by the Swifs.at the time 
of the review, {poke of nothing but plots and re- 

venge. The fatt was, that fome of the patrole 

had imprudently taken up in the courfe of the 
night twenty-two perfons whom curiofity, fear, the 
found of the alarm bell, and the general tumult 
had led to the Carrou/él, the Thuilleries, the Champs 
Ehsfées, &c. Mott of them were armed with fwords 
and piftols for their perfonal defence. They were 
almoft all taken up feparately. ‘There were only 
three of them found together. Thus the idea of 
fal’e patroles is entirely out of the queftion; though 
it was no doubt in order to keep up that pretence, 
that about thirty perfons were taken to the guard- 
houfe, and afterwards fent about their bufinefs. 


Of the twenty-two individuals who had been ap- 
prehended and taken to the feétion of the Feuil- 
Jans, eleven were placed in a feparate room. Thefe 
found means to make their efcape at day break, by 
jumping from the window into an adjoining gar- 
den, - 
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The prefident on that day at the fe€tion of the 
Feuillans was one Bonjour, a mad jacobin, formerly 
a clerk at the navy office, and turned out by his’ 
own colleagues for having accufed M. de Fleu- 
rieu, minifter of the marine. As foon as any pri- 
foner was brought, he was put into the hands of 
the national guards, till his turn came to be exa- 
mined. 


At half paft eight in the morning, a young man 
about thirty years of age, wearing the cap and uni- 
form pf a national guard, was brought to this fec- 
tion. Having attraéted notice by the frethnefs of 
his aniform, the luftre of his arms, and the ele- 
gance of his own appearance, he was taken up in 
the terrace of the Feuillans. This was Suleau, a 
royalift well known for his pamphlets againft the 
Duke of Orleans; his humourous interrogatories 
at the Chatelet ; a newfpaper which he publithed ; 
and a journey to Coblentz, the circumftances. of 
which gave him great notoricty. He complained 
in very animated terms of his being arrefted. He 

. faid he was the bearer of a very important order 
which he produced It was there expreffly ftated : 
** The national guard who is the bearer of the pre- 

"© fent order, is to go to the palace, and examine 
** the axact pofture of things, and to make report 
* thereof to the attorrey general of the depart. 
* ment. Signed, Borie and Leroulx, municipal 

** officers.”? 
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** officers.” When he was taken to the guard- 
houfe, they difputed the authenticity of this order. 
They fent to the palace to afcertain the point. 
The municipal officers not only acknowledged 
their fignature ; but farther affirmed that Suleaw 
was the bearer of the order. , 


Ever fince feven o’clock, a part of the mob had 
crowded into the court of the Feuillans. A com- 
miflary of the municipality, juftly apprehending 
fome fatal confeqnences from fuch a ferment, gor 
up upon a bench to harangue the people, and to 
perfuade them to retire by affurances that the pri- 
foners would be treated with the utmoft rigour of 
the law. The virtuous zeal of this magiftrate ex- 
pofed him to great danger: charges were brought 
againft him: he was ordered to get down ; and 
his place on the bench, or temporary roftrum, was 
filled by Mifs Theroizne de Mericourt, in the ha- 
bit of an Amazon, wich the national uniform, and 
a cuclafs flung’ ina-bandolecr. This wretch ex- 
horted the populace to maffacre the twenty-two 
prifoners*. She had an ingueit immediately ap. 


pointed, 


* Though the character of Theroigne de Mericourt mutt be 
notorious, it may not be improper to mention here, that the was 
acommon proftitute, a native of Luxembourg, about thirty 

, years 
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pointed, and went herfelf at their head to the com 
mittee to infift upon having thofe vi@ims deli- 
vered up to the people. The prefident Bonjour 
forbade the national guards to oppofe the withes 
of the people, and even ordered them to lay down 
their arms, There were about two hundred fol- 
diers with the committee at this time. A very 
{mall number of them hefitated to obey the prefi 

dent’s order. All the reft complied inftantly. The 
mob entered: the firft vidtim they feized was the 
Abbé Bouyon, a man of gigantic ftature, whom 
they forced away from one of the commiffaries 
who was examining him. Though he madea long 
and vigorous refiftance, he was at length over- 
powered by numbers, dragged into the court, and 
torn to pieces at nine o’clock. 


This Abbé Bouyon was a dramatic writer, better 
Known by a work entitled Coufin Fames’s Epigrams, 
than by the failure of moft of his pieces at Mon- 
tanfier’s theatre. 


years of age, diminutive, wretched, unhealthy, worn out by de- 
bauchery, and without any refource but a revolution. Unable to 
feduce ary more lovers, fhe threw herfelf upon the deputies of 
the nation. She firft admired Barnave: Petion was the next ob- 
je& of her efteem. She afterwards fet up a civé; then went up- 
on her travels ; was imprifoned, and fet at liberty by Leopold ; 
and now, when biood is to be fpilt, behold her again upon the 


ftage. 
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Before Bouyon’s murder, Suleau {aid to the na- 
tional guards; <¢ I fee plainly the people now thirft 
"for blood; but perhaps one vidim will fatisfy 
“them: let me go, and offer myfelf: I fhall pay 
“* for every body.” He was juft going to fling 
himfelf down from the window ; but was ftopped. _ 
Poor Suleau! this trait does more honour to thy 
memory, than all thou hadft ever done before, 


The next victim was M. de Solminiac, formerly 
"one of the king’s life guards. His gallant defence 
ferved only to render his death more cruel. A 
perfon, whofe name we know not, was then butch- 
ered, 


Suleau’s turn now arrived. Already one of the 
rioters, named Aubigny, who had been fome little 
time before turned out of the new municipality 
for his robberies, had begun to rail at Suleau with 
great virulence, and had ftripped him of his fword, 
and his grenadier’s cap. Suleau protefted againft 
this violence in the moft energetic manner. The-~ 
roigne kept inquiring for him under the name of 
_ the Abbé Suleau: fhe had not the leaft know- 
ledge of him. A woman points him out: the 
mob furrounds him: Theroigne grafps him by 
the collar, and helps to drag him along. Suleay 
fights like a lion againft twenty of thofe hell- 

: hounds 
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hounds: in the ftruggle he happens to get hold 
of a fword: he makes way : he clears round him ; 
he aims a, thruft at Theroigne : he is ftopped ; and 
being foon rendered unable any longer to defend 
himfelf, he is dragged into the court, and cut to 
pieces. : . 


M. du Vigier, a late life-guard, one of thofe 
men whom nature fometimes takes a delight in 
forming to ferve as a model, and who was known 
by the name of the beautiful Vigier, was the fifth 
victim. As he united ftrength to elegance, and- 
activity to grace, his defence lafted almoft a quar- 
ter of an hour. Twice he forced his way: twice 
he was dragged back : at length he fell. 


Four new victims followed. The nine dead bo-« 
Gies were conveyed to the Place Vendime ; and their 
heads were fixed upon {pears. 


In the confufion of thefe maffacres, two of the 
prifoners found means to efcape ; and it is from one 
of them I obtained the faithful and lamentable de- 
tails | have juft related. 


Thus perifhed the firft innocent victims on this 
bloody day. Their only crime was that of having 
got up at the found of the alarm bell, and having 

: walked 
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walked along the ftreets, with arms for thelr natu. 


“tal defence, and for the purpofe of affifting the na- 
tional guards upon any emergency. 


Thus perifhed Yabove all the amiable Suleau, 
whofe gaity, candour and friendfhip endeared him 
tome. He had {pent the preceding day with me: 
we converfed on the king’s dangers, without once 
thinking of thofe to which we ourfelves Were ex- 
pofed. Far was I from thinking that this conver- 
fatton was to be our laft; and that the head of my 
ftiend, whofe countenance glowed with the“pure 
‘flame. of loyalty at the bare idea of Lewis the fix. 
‘teenth’s fituation, would on the morrow be the firft 
object to ftrike my view the moment I opened my 
door. Ah! amiable Suleav ! fince the hand of thy 
young wife * could not perform the laft fond duty 
of clofing thy eyes in death, let frjendthip at leat 


~ he allowed to fcatter a few flowers over thy afhes._ 


Thou art no more! It.was thy fate to expire with 
‘French monarchy : thy loyalty has already receine 
ed its reward: in dying firft, thou haft.not been 
witnefs to the long feries of difafters, which have 


*The daughter of the famous printer Hall, the charming Adela, 
whofe talents are even fuperior to her beauty. Suleau had been 
married to her about two months, and left her ina ftate of preg- 
Rancy. 
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made us, every day fince, experience a thoufand 
deaths! May thy fon, happier than his father, be. | 

hold one day the French monarchy re-eftablithed 
upon an immoyeable bafis; and the ruins of that 
family, whom you wrote again{} with fuch jutt ve- 
hemence, fcattered in their turn, to expiate the 
miferies they have brought upon France ! 
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The florming of the Palace. 


The rebel columns were in motion fince feven 
in the morning; and every hope of defence was 
blafted by the pikemen, before taken notice of, 
who fpread turbulence and treafon among the 
other guards. After the King’s departure to the 
National Affembly, the artillery-men dire@tly avow- 
ed their fentiments, exchanged their cannon with 
fome other rebels ; and turning againft the palace 
thofe field-pieces that were brought for its protec- 
tion, they fhouted vive /a nation! The number alfo 
of the defendants of the palace was diminithed, 
Two Swifs companies and three hundred of the na- 
tional guards were gone with the King to the Af- 
fembly. The latter party had by this fep placed 
themfelves almoft in a ftate of perfe& fecurity, be- 
tween the honours of the republic and the favours 
of monarchy ; patriots without fighting, and roy- 
alifts without any danger. 


‘ 

The firft detachment that came to the Curyoufel 
was not numerous ; and drew up in order of battle, 
facing Princes’ -court. 


A more confiderable detachment, defcending 
from the Pont-royal, meant to pafs through the 
‘ Ra wickets 
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. wickets into the Carroufel. The commanding of- 
ficer {poke to fome national guards, and to the 
‘people. He was told that the court-yards were 
full of troops, and that nothing could be done. 
Then continuing his march, he led on his men to- 
wards the wicket of Froidmanteau-ftreet, His de« 
tachment there met another party, who were com- 
ing from the fauxbourg St. Antoine. The {pears 
were very thick among the latter; and they had 
fome cannon in their center: they were command- 
ed by an officer with round hair, mounted upon a 
poor black horfe. The two detachments halred 
juft facing one another ; and the officer on horfe- 
back advanced to fpeak to the other commander, 
The latter feemed refolved to continue his retreat; 
when a man, about forty five years of age, with a 
black afpect, and ftill blacker beard, ftepped up to 
them, and faid, loud enough to be heard by the 
populace, ‘* we are undone for ever, if we let flip 
“* the prefent opportunity of defeating the court- 
** plot.” Upon this all their hats were waved in the 
air, and every body was made fhout vive /a nation, 
The two detachments then joined, and entered Car- 
roufel-place. The little officer on horfeback took 
upon him the chief command; and drew up the 
confpirators in the form of a fquare, extending 
from the wickets to Echelle freer. This difplay of 
the lines, which was done with great regularity, 
filled the interior of the Carrow/el. We find that’ 

the 
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the officer, who thus marfhalled them, was a Pruf- 
. fian, named Weftermann. 


Tt wasnow eight o’clock. The gendarmerie of 
the Carroufel, commanded by M. Raymond came 
out of their ftables, but notin any order. The 
mob forced fome of them to fhout, vive Ja nation 
but the greater part faid nothing. They withdrew 
without ftriking a blow, at the approach of thofe 
numerous cohorts; and went to form the line on 
the little Carroufel, facing Echelie-freet. But foon 
after, M. de Raymond, not thinking the poft te~ 
nable, led them off to Palais Royal-Place, where he 
drew them up in order of battle. 


After the retreat of the gendarmerie, the rebels 
planted cannon at all the openings that led to the 
Palace, the Carroufel, Echelle-ffreet, and St. Ni- 
caife-ftreet. They waited a few moments for the ar- 
rival of'gwo carts, one loaded with powder, and the — 
other with ball. As foon as thefe came into the 
middie of the Carroufel, the commanding officer 
went himfelf, and knocked at the Palace-gate, but 
was refufed admittance. It was then nine o'clock. 


When the populace had forced the gendarmerie 

to quit the Carroufel, they perceeived fome Swifs 
foldiers at the windows of the Hétel de Brionne, and 
ried out to them to fhour, vive la nation. “The 
R3 ; Swifs 
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Swifs drew back from the windows, without utter- 
ing aword. ‘This redoubled the threats and fury 
of the mob, : 


About eight o’ clock, the part of the Gendar- 
merie who were at the Louvre, received orders from 
M. de Boiffieu, to advance and form the line be- 
fore St. Germain ’ Auxerrois, where they were to be 
divided into two platoons, to the right and left, to 
drive out the mob on one fide towards the Hétel- 
de-ville, and on the other into the Champs Elyfées. 
Then the Gendarmerie from the Palais Royal, re- 
turning by the Carroufel, was to make the mob dif. 
perfe through the wickets. On receiving this order, 
which was brought by an adjutant, M. de Rulhieres, 
wha had reafon to apprehend from the language 
of his troops for the laft hour, that they were not 
well-affeted, called his officers together to know 
their opinion. They agreed with him on_the im- 
pofibility of enforcing the order, and advwed him 
to fend it backs but he could not avoid ordering 
his men to form the line in Palais Royal-Place. The 
troops, on their way thither, fhouted through the 
ftreets, vive Ja nation. They met there the other 
detachment under the command of M. Raymond. 
‘They were going to be drawn up in two lines ; but 
the ground being too confined for this purpofe, 
the three laft companies were ordered to the Lou-. 
wrétourt-yard, where. they were joined by M. de 

Raymond’s 
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Raymond’s detachment. At this moment, M. de 
_ Rulhieres found him(lf much indifpofed. Heat, 

fiigue, age, uneafinefs, and chagrin éverpowered 

him: he withdrew about half an hour before the 

fire. The command devolved on M. de Ray- 
“mond. 


News was now brought to the palace, that the 
attack was going to begin. Several people wete 
then made go into Carrachis’ Gallery. Some 
grenadiers were there drawn up three deep, with 
their backs towards the Carroufel. The two hun- 
dred and nine gentlemen, who had embodied 
themfelves under the command of Marfhal de 
Mailly, and almoft all the people in the palace be- 
longing to the houfhold, drew up ina line facing 
the national grenadiers. There was room between 
both, for the general officers and the aide-de-camps 
to walk backward and forward. 


The warlike preparations of this fmall party of 
the gentry gave great offence to the national guards, 
Yet fome of them had only a cane ini their hands : 
others were almoft feventy years of age: a young 
page was feen*in one place; and in another a gen- 
tleman dreffed in black filk, with a brace of piftols 
flung from a ‘temporary gird!e made out of his 
- white handkerchief: in gencral their arms confift- 
, R4 ed 
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ed of old fwords, hangers, and cutlaffes without 
. any fcabbards ; fo that they looked more like men 
willing to die at the feet of their mafter, than ca- 
pable of affording him any effectual affiftance. It 
was infidioufly fuggefted by fome who wifhed to 
divide the national guards, that thofe gentlemen 
had thus pofted themfelves to claim all the merit, 
and receive the reward, in cafe the defence fucceed- 
ed. What a villainous infinuation ! 


' The King’s retreat to the Affembly had produ- 
ced a bad effect among the national guards ; every ° 
one looked at his comrade to fee what he thought 
of it. Some faid to themfelves, in order to palli- 
ate their cowardice: we are betrayed ! ariftocrats on 
one fide, and Swifs on the other ! we are between two 
fires ! &c. S3e. The Swifs themfelves feemed vio- 
lengly affected, when they found that the king’s de- 
‘parture was a retreat in reality. They had a mind 
to go to him, and to guard him at the Affembly. 
In a very little time there was no order kept up in 
the great gallery: they all quitted their ranks: 
they went to breakfaft, or to take a walk; and the 
Swifs remained huddled together in the apartments, 
and on the ftair-cafes. At this inftant, the palace 
was more like the dreffing room in a theatre, than 
a military guard-room: there was nobody to give 
orders: M. Bachmann and his adjutant had ac- 
companied the king to the Affembly ; in fhort, 

the 
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the commanders of the national guards, the cap* 
trins of the feveral companies either were not at 
their pofts ; or fuch of them as were, knew not 
what to fay, or do. 


At ten minutes paft nine, the gates of the Cour 
Royale were forced open. Some perfons got in 
through the windows, and the porter’s lodge. 
The mob rufhed into the Cour Royale. When _ 
the national guards faw this irruption, the little re- 
mains of their courage feemed totally to defert 
them : their looks turned pale ; and feveral thought 
more of making their efcape, than of defending 
the palace. But being pofted in the laft inclofure, 
as fentinels upon duty, they could not well get off 
with their arms. The national guards were dif- 
tracted by thefe reflections ; and to complete their 
perplexity, their officers feemed to have loft their 
fenfes.. Thus, from this moment, we may efti- 
mate the whole ftrength of the defendants as re- 
duced to 700 Swifs diftributed in above twenty 
different pofts, 200 of the gentry, 100 of the houf- 
hold, and 30 national guards, in all about a thou- 
fand men, without leaders, without order, without 
ammunition; while the number of affailants 
amounted to at leaft a hundred thoufand, with 
thirty pieces of artillery, the corporation and the 
legiflature at their command, the arfenal open to 
them, and the king in their power. What great 

fear. 
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fear the infurgents muft have been in of a confpi- 
racy ! 


There was an interval of a quarter of an hour 
between the burfting in of the mob, and the firft 
fire. The leader of the Marfeillais, who entered 
firft, with a piftol in his hand, cried out to his 
gang to follow him. He drew them up all round 
the court, in two fquare divifions, facing the pa- 
lace. The mob, emboldened by his conduét, 
cried out with horrible imprecations; “ Down 
“ with the Swifs : furrender: the Swifs mutt lay 
“down their arms.” They brandifhed their 
fpears: they levelled their guns with menacing 
geftures ; bur ftill they difcovered their timidity, 
and did not dare advance beyond the middle of 
the court-yard. The Swifs and the national guards 
anfwered them from the windows, not with figns of 
friendthip, as has been reported, but with motions 
of their hands and hats, ftrongly indicating their 
wilh, that the rioters would be quiet and withdraw, 


Meantime the fteady demeanour of the Swifs, 
who were at the foot of the ftair-cafe, {truck fome 
terror into the affailants. In proportion as the 
group advanced into the court-yard, the fentinels 
no tooner thewed themfelves, than the army of pa- 
triots recoiled with fear. They remaized above a’ 
quarter of an hour in this ridiculous fituation, 

when 
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* when at length a dozen of fons culottes, and not 
Marfeillais, with a national officer:at their héad, 
mbre hardy than the reft, went up to the foot 
of the grand ftair-cafe. There they laid hold of | 
the firft Swifs fentinel, and five others after him. 
Their mode of doing this was to dart their crooked 
pikes at them, and by means of thefe, when faft- 
ened in their cloaths, they dragged them out, and 
difarmed them, with loud burfts of laughter. En- 
couraged by the fuccefs of this firft forlorn hope, 

_the main body of the affailants rufhed on to the 
foot of the grand ftair-cafe, and there with clubs 
beat the brains out of the five Swifs, who were al- 
ready feized and difarmed. At that inftant, all 
the Swifs belonging to the fame poft drew up in 
order of battle, under the direction of Captain 
Turler, and M. de Caftelberg, fome on the ftair- * 
cafe, others on the fteps facing the chapel-door, 
and the. remainder on both fides of the double 
ftair-cafe afcending from the chapel to the apart- 
ments of the palace. It was upon feeing the five _ 
Swifs butchered, that M. de Caftelberg executed 
the order to repel force by force, and commanded 
the men to fire. The reader mutt feel a pleafure 
in being informed, that this firft difcharge levelled 
to the grounda man remarkable for his tall ftature, 
and who had with his own hand killed feveral of 

_ the fentinels before mentioned, 
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: Ac the inftant when the fire was going to begin, 
the national officer, of whom I have juft taken no-_ 
tice, vexed to find that his gang were not active 
enough, difcharged his piftol againft the palace. 
The fhot madea few fplinters of ftone fly off ; and 
prompted thofe within to return the fire by dif- 
charging their mufkets through the windows. Up- 
on which three cannons were immediately fired off 
from the Carroufel at the palace, but with fach pre- 
cipitation, and fo Hl direéted an aim, that the balls 
ftruck againtt the top of the roof, though the dif- 
tance was not above eighty yards. 


Ic is. plain from this narrative, fupported by the 
concurring teftimony of fix eye-witneffes, that the 
firft fire came from the mob in the court-yard, 
and that the firft blood thed was that of the Swifs. 
From that moment the reft of the Swifs only 
yielded to the natural law, which commands every 
being when attacked, to fight in felf-defence. 


The firft fire was as rapid in its effects as a thun- 
derbolt. Fear feized all the affailants, and the 
whole mob of curious {peétators : the court-yards 
were cleared in an inftant 3 in the wildnefs of 
their. confternation, many of them threw down 
their arms, fo that the yard was covered with the 
fufees, pikes, and grenadier-caps of the runaways. _ 
Some of them, in order to efcape being fhot. at 
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" through che windows, fell upon their bellies, and 
counterfeited death, ‘till they found an opportu- 
nity of flipping off by the fide walls to get behind 
the fentry-boxes belonging to the horfe guards, 
Even the gunners and artillery-men deferted their 
cannons, and fled like the reft. 


When the Swifs faw the Cour Royale completely 
fwept, about 120 of them came down, under the 
command of Captain Turler. They firft took 
poffeffion of the cannons which had been aban- 
doned ; and conveyed them to the palace-porch : 
but they could not make any ufe of them, for 
want not only of ammunition, but of the moft 
trifling neceflaries, fuch as a match, &c. A de- 
tachment of about fixty men formed themfelves 
into a {quare batallion at the gate of the Cour Royale, 
and fired fome random fhot among the rioters in 
the Carroufel, till the place was quite evacuated. 
The Swifs had but one man-killed in the firft ac- 
tion: feveral of the Mar/ellais fell. The number 
of their dead was the greater, as the people in the 
palace, the national guards, and the Swifs in the 
gallery, kept up a conftant fire till the affailants 
difperfed. 


This formidable column exifted no longer: it 

- vanifhed before a hundred and twenty men: the 
fugitives had left behind them four pieces of can- 
non 
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non inthe Carroufel, oppofite the Hite! Longue. 
ville; and {campeted off through all the openings 
in hopelefs confufion, and with dreadful fcreants, 
The ftreets, the quays, the doulevards were co- 
vered with the runaways, trembling, and as paleas 
ghofts. Two of the federates from Breft in a fcar- 
Jet uniform were flying on horfeback along Sv, 
Honoré-fireet ; but the mob, miftaking them for 
Swifs guards, on account of the colour of their 
uniform, ftopped their way and maffacred them. 


While Turler’s company of Swifs werg clearing 
the Carroufel of the rioters, and preventing the 
Populace from crowding there, another detach- 
ment, under the command of M. de Salis, went ta 
feize three cannon that were at the door of the rid- 
ing-houfe, and brought them all along the garden 
terrace to the iron railing of the palace on that 
fide. This enterprife coft a great deal of blood. 
The Swifs, raked by the fire of the rebels from the 
terrace of the Feuillans, loft thirty men, They al- 

vfo killed a prodigious number. 


When the national guards upon duty in the pa- 
lace heard the firft fire in the court-yard, without 
knowing any thing of the particulars which occa- 
fioned it, they were in the utmo% agitation. Every 
one feized his firelock, and got into his rank fome . 
how or other. ‘Fhey faw the Swifs colours dif. 

played ; 
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* played; this was a new fight to them: confufion 

and diforder prevailed every where: Silence, {aid 
one: Jet us advance, replied another: we muft not 
quit our poft, exclaimed a third: I am of the party, 
faid another in a trembling tone: they fought an 
officer to head them, but there was none to be 
found. 


One of the gentry went up to them, and ani- 
mated them to do their “duty. § Come,” faid he, 
* Gentlemen, now for courage: this is the decifive mo- 
“© ment.” —Courage was a rare article: mean time 
acolumn of the Swifs comes up, and the guards . 
join them. All go down the Prince’s grand ftair- 
cafe: the van turns towards the iron gate opening 
into the garden ; but finding it faft, they re-afcend 
in a hurry to the place whence they came down, 


In the mean while a report is fpread that the 
Swifs in the other court-yards had feized a part of 
the cannon of the befiegers. This was a momen- 

tary incitement to the courage of the former party. 
They advanced again. A Swifs officer {aid to the 
national guards; ‘* Genslemen, you are to take the . 
“ lead ; we fhall follow.” "They go down a fecond 
time: their number when in the court-yard 
amounts only to 120 national guards, and 80 
Swifs. This little troop were going from Prince's 

r Court into the Cour Royale, when a cannon fhot from 
Prince’s 
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Prince's gate made them change their march. 
- They faced about to. that gate; ‘and by a crofs 
. fire, killed a great many, and filenced the battery 

of the Carroufel on that quarter. They advanced 

next to King’s gate, where they fired with equal. 
effect, and then returned to join the main body ac 
the circular colonnade of the palace. Two of the 

Swifs officers, who had been wounded, were laid 

there upon chairs. : 


It was by this time ten o’clock in the forenoon. 
The gentry who were in the palace, not having 
any arms to fight with, remained in the apartments, 


~The gendarmerie, who had been about half an 
hour in the court-yards of the Louvre, feemed 
quite regardlefs of fubordination or difcipline. On 
hearing the firft cannon fired, they precipitately 
took to their horfes, and fhewed by the palenefs of 
their countenances what impreffion this fignal made 
upon them. Their terror was fo great, that they 
fancied they faw cannon-balls flying through the 
air over the Louvre. They cried out; “ we are in 
“the very centre of deftruction: we cannot ftay 
“here: we mult be off.” The runaways increafed 
their alarm. They took them for affailants : fome 
of thefe ran between the feet of the horfes, roaring 
out; ‘they are butchering our brethren at the 
*‘ palace.” The cavalry fet off in diforder, fome 

trotting 
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ttotting, others in-fall gallop. -They'poisted out 
to one-of their officers the poft where they withed 
' to. ge. ‘** Cowards,” faid he in 2 rage, “ if you 
“only want to run away, go to the Chhings Bly. 
oe {ées, there you will find room enough.” Fhey 
tulhed into Cog-fireet. It was choaked up “by 
the multitude of the runaways; fo that the whale 
‘place became an almoft inconceivable {cene of con- 
fafios. Sonte fufees fired off clofe by their fides, 
and feveral of the mob, trampled under oe nae ; 
feet, increafed the diforder. “4 


! y 

In hopes of {creening themielves from danger, * 
Ahey rode along, with their hats on the points of - 
their fwords, thouting vive Ja nation +. but one of 
their troops being killed by miftake near the Pe 
vais Royal, they were fo alarmed, that they galloped 
‘away full fpeed, through the crofs ftreets leading. 
from St. Honoré {treet to that of Pesits champs. The 

courts, the paffages are filled with men and horfes : 
fear is too great to attend to any obftacles in its 
flight. Thofe who had rallied out of the field of 
battle, were advancing, as it were, mechanically 
towards the Champs Ely/ées: the mob {topped them 
at Place Vendéme, to increafe their numbers, and 
force the battallion of the Capuchins to come out. 
This batallion was lying {aug in its barracks, with 
#¥o cannon planted at the eas and did not 
Vou. 1 i s make 
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‘make the leaft motion. After fome parley, they 
‘were gained over: then the gendarmerie, and the 
mob marched on to Lewis the fifteenth’s place, ” 
preceded by that batallion, with the grenadiers and. 
their cannon in front. This was a confiderable ac- 
ceffion of ftrength to the armed multitude who were 
already. affembled at this rendez-vous. 


A part of the gendarmerie, who had their ftation 
‘near the coach-houfes belonging to the palace, 
mounted their horfes as foon'as they faw the van 
of the rebel columns approaching. As they had 
received no particular orders, the commanding of- 

- ficer wifhed to go and join thé main body. In 
croffing the Pont neuf, they were raked by two fires, 
from the palace, and from the mob. Out ofa 
hundred men, they loft five and twenty. They 
joined the ‘populace, however, to fire upon the 
Swifs; and they were the very men that were af- 
terwards fent to face fome other Swifs, of whofe 
march towards Paris from their barracks at Cour- 

_ bevoye a falfe report had been fpread abroad. 


Hitherto we have feen the fmall number of the 
defenders of the palace victorious ; the Marfeillats 
routed ; themob difperfed: but theammunition of 
the Swifs was nearly exhaufted: they had alfo loft 
a great many men; and the orders brought from 

the 
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‘the King on the one hand, and the numberlefs re- 
inforcements of the rebels on the other, totally 
changed the fcene, and the field of battle became 
afield of maffacre. } 

I fhall continue the narrative of the horrors that 
enfued in the next. chapter. 


;LATE PICTURE OF PARIS. 





CHAP. Iv. 


‘Continuation of the Events of the roth of Angup. 


S foon as the report of the firft guns was 
heard in the Affembly, contternation feized’ 
the ‘members and all perfons prefent : the prefident 
: put" onvhis hat asa fi gnal that the coimrhonwealth 
was in danger + all debate was at’ an end; and, for 
more than a quarter of an hour, the filence of the 
houfe was interrupted only by the cries and carat 
e the populace from without. 


The King, salt furprifed and afficted at fee- 
ing his fubjeéts commence hoftilities againft each 
other, after his very retreat feemed to forbid all 
manner of refiftance; and being alfo ignorant how 
the battle was firft brought on; immediately dif- 
patched: M. d’Hervilly to the palace, to call off 
the Swifs, and bring them near his perfon, © 
~ Vor. I. T The 
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The violence of the riot rofe to fuch a height, 
that his Majefty thought it his duty, at fo defpe- 
rate a-crifis, to prevent the effufion of blood on 
any terms. As it was impoffible to quell the in- 
furreétion, he juftly concluded, that though his 
faithful fervants might hold out for a few moments, 
their valour and loyalty muft foon give way to the 
numbers and fury of the mob. Thefe were the 
confiderations that had made him come to the 
Affembly : after this ftep, nothing was wanting to 
complete the horror of his fituation, but to be° 
kept in conftant alarm for the lives of his de- 
fenders; to behold, in all the anguith of his foul, 
the bload of Frenchmen thed in the jufteft of all 
caufes, that of felf-defence ; and to find himfelf 
overwhelmed from all quarters with reproaches of 
his being the author of fo many calamities. His 
affliction admitted of no increafe: the cup was fil- 
led to the brim ! : 


M. d’Hervilly got to the palace juft at the in- 
flant that the Swi, who had made themfelves 
mafters of the Carronfel, were bringing back the 
cannon they had feized. They were trying in 
vain to {pike it with their bayonets. He cried 
out to them from the garden-terrace,—Genilemen, 
I corie from the King, and have his order {nobody 
afked to fee it} for you to repair to the National 
Ajemély—His zeal for.the defeace of his Majefty’s 

perfon 
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perfon made him add, with your cannon. They 
tolled along a cannon from the circular colonade 
to the terrace ; but as they were in want of every 
thing to make it ferviceable, having no ammuni- 
tion but their cartridges to charge it with, hair- 
pins to prime it, and the flints of their fufees to 
{trike fire, they were obliged to pay no farther 
regard to that part of the order ; fo that the can- 
non was left behind. 


About a hundred of the Swifs with Captais 
‘Turler and a few of the national guards fet off for 
the Affembly. In the fhort paflage they had to 
crofs, above a thoufand fhots were fired at them 
from all parts of the garden, and efpecially from 
the Hottot Coffee-houfe. The Swifs, who had already 
{pent a great deal of their ammunition, could 
return the fire but faintly. In this little way, they 
loft thirty of their number. As foon as they reached 
the affembly, the officers ordered the foldiers to 
repair to the guard-houfe of the Fenians, where 
they were ftript of their arms and their cloaths. 
Their guns and their uniforms were afterwards 
cartied in triumph round the ftreets of Paris. 
The officers wanted to get into the hall of the . 
Affembly, to put themfelves under its protection. 
Two of the members, one of whom was M. Cou- 
tard, met them, and told them it was impoffible 
they could goin; but they took them into the 

T2 office 
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office belonging to the keepers of the hall. They 
were eleven in number; and as they form a part 
of the only thirteen officers who efcaped from the 
-butcheries of that day, and of the ad of September, 
the reader will not be difpleafed at being informed 
of their names : 


- Mefits de Salis - 
Turler - - - ¢Captains. 
Pliffer - - - 
Zimmerman, fen. 
Zimmerman, jun. 
Glutz- - - ~ Adjutant. 
Gibelin - - - Under Adjutant. 


} Lieutenants. 


De Luze - - - ‘Second Lieutenant. 
Caftella - - - Enfign. 
Diefbach - - - 1 7 

Z U. * 
ence’ & Gee nder Lieutenants 


_ Imuft here obfetve, that the Swifs who were 
ftript, as before intimated, at the Feuillant guard- 
houfe, did not furrender their arms but in confe- 
quence of a written order for that purpofe given 
by the King to M. Turler. This order alfo 


* ‘Thefe two unfortunate young men, who were hardly eigh- 
teen years of age, were taken up in one of the vifites domiciliaires, 
[a fort of fearch warrants] and butchered at the Abbey. Cap- 
tain d'Erlach efcaped almoft by a rai as did alfo young - 
Deville, the colour-bearer, 


charged 
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charged the detachment to repair to Courbevoie + 
but they were detained prifoners. The difarming 
Of them took place one by one: their guns were 
piled together behind the doors of the Affembly : 
the mob never touched a fingle gun, till all: the 
foldiers were difarmed; but the national guards 
were the only ones to whom their arms were 
afterwards returned, 


Meantime the Tunaways, who had been routed 4 
at the firft onfet, returned to the Carroufel with 
new forces and new cannon. They planted the 
latter at the corners of Sv. Nicat/e-ftreet, Echelle. 
freet, and Orties-freet. They kept firing almoft 
a quarter of an hour ; but with fo little judgment, 
that moft of the balls were thot over the tops of 
the houfes. The mob had wheeled round, and 
got into the garden through the gates of the 
Riding-bowe and the Pont-royal. This irruption of 
theirs might have received at leaft a momentary 
check, had all the entrances been as well guarded 
as the King’s-gate. The mob wanted to get 
through the other court-yards; but they were 
repelled by fome fhot fired at them from the win- 
dows, and by the weak guard of thofe pofts. 


When the Swifs, who were left at the Palace, 
found themfelves attacked from the garden, tu- 
mult and confufion prevailed among them: it was 

T3 im- 
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impofible to give or receive any orders. Moft of 
thofe who were mounted at the different pofts fell 
back to the giand ftair-cafe. There they formed 
a group of about eighty men: the fire lafted 
twenty minutes: the firft and fecond difcharge of 
their pieces was in a regular file: the reft was at 
random, and diforderly: they were all killed. 
The mob, on their part, loft four hundred men 
under the colonade. They now rufhed into the 
"palace with fury, and butchered in the moft inhu- 
man manner all the Swifs they could find in any 
of the apartments. Thofe poor creatures had been 
feared out of their fenfes: few of them attempted 
to make any defence : a great many, who fell upon 
their knees to beg for quarter, were taken up and 
flung headlong out of the windows. The national 
guaids, finding themfelves no longer fupported, 
joined the mob in purfuit of the Swifs. Thefe 
unhappy wretches, with defpair in their hearts, 
and foaming at the mouth, attempted all ways of 
elcape : fome hid themfelves for a moment in the 
cellars, the garrats, the ftables, the hay lofts: but 
they were foon found out, and inflantly put to 
death. 


A fmall party of feventeen of them had taken 
refuge in the veltry-room of the chapel. As thete 
had not fired a fingle gun from the beginning of - 
the action, they hoped to fave their lives by fur- 

rendering 
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rendering their arms to the mob, and {houting 
vive Ja nation !—no fooner did they lay down their 
arms than they were butchered. 


Another party, about a hundred in number, 
got out through Marfan-cout: eighty of them 
were killed in Echelle-freet: their bodies were 
left there heaped upon one another for eight and 
forty hours, after having been mutilated in the 
moft indecent manner: the reft found means to 
hide themfelves in the hay-lofts, under the ftair- 
cafes, and in ftalls: fome perfons humanely fup- 
plied them with cloaths to difguife themfelves : 
feveral of them were three days without any nou- 
rithment ; and fome died with thirft and fatigue. 


At the moment the fire began, the two hundred 
of the gentry, whom I before made mention of, 
went into the Queen’s guard-room, to deliberate 
on the fteps proper to be taken at fuch a crifis. 
The fire had continued in the courts half an hour 
before they determined to repair to the King at 
the National Affembly. ‘They rallied all the Swils 
who happened to be in this part of the palace, and 
being joined by fome national guards, they went 
down into the garden, their number now amount- 
ing to five hundred. The only pofible way to 
get out was through the Queen's gate, which was 

T4 broke 
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broke open : but as they could pafs this way only 
one.at atime, and as they were but thirty yards 
from the batallions pofted at Pont-royal gate, the. 
attempt was extremely dangerous. The two firft 
of the Swifs foldiers, who ventured through, were 
fhot.at the very. gate: the reft of the party had to 
walk over their dead bodies: they. were raked by 
cannon balls and fmall thot, fired at them in every 
direction : but as the Swifs, from the red colour 

- of their uniform, attracted more particular notice 
and were more ftriking objeéts to aim at, only two 
of the. gentry were killed in this paflage, M. de 
Cafteja, and M. de Clermont d’Amboife, fors 
merly a cordon-blue (a knight of. the Haly Ghoft *] 
Another of them, the Baron de Viomefnil, a lieur 
tenant general, was wounded in the thigh. 


As they marched on to the Affembly, they 
pafied by a poft where fome national guards were 
upon duty under the trees, near the middle of the 
terrace that runs along by the water fide. Thofe 
guards difcharged their pieces at the Swifs, who 
returned the fire by flight: eight or ten of them 
were killed here. I fhould inform the reader, 
that feveral of thofe foldiers had thrown down 
their fwords, and thouted vive /a nation, on com- 


* The cordon blue, or blue firing was the badge formerly worn 
by this order of knighthood in France, in the fame manner asa - 
blue ribband is a mark of fimilar diftinSion in England, 


ing 
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ing out of the palace, hoping by that means .to 
intereft the mob in their favour: but it had no 
other effect than that of leaving themfelves more 
defencelefs, without checking the fury, of their 
purfuers. 


. . Having reached the foot of the flight of fteps 

leading to the Fenillans, they were rallied by the 
Duke de Choifeul, under the fire of cannon from 
the Pont-royal and the Draw-bridge: the point was 
to get to the King in the National Affembly, and 
"to form round him a rampart out of thofe who 
were left. The duke, thinking they followed him, 
advancedNword in hand towards the place where 
he expected to find the royal family. Impelled 
by his zeal, he was going thus armed into the very 
hall of the Affembly, when M. Merlin, one of 
the members, luckily met him on the top ftep, 
clofe to the door: Merlin cried out tohim; Adad- 
man! what are you at? It’s all over with you—Put 
up your fword, The Duke amazed at finding no- 
body after him, and ftill more aftonithed at the 
danger he had run, repaired immedistely ta his 
poft near the King’s perfon in the Logographic- 
lodge. 


: The reft of the three hundred Swils and of the 
. gentry continued to make their efcape along the 
trees, They were going, as it were mechanically, 

towards 
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towards the Champs Elyfées by the draw-bridge, in 
order to make a ftand with fome other loyal troops 
whom they hoped to find there; or, in cafe they 
fhould meet none, to difperfe with greater eafe and ~ 
fafety. The continual fire of fmall thot made 
them wheel about to the right, and march towards 
the Green-boufe-terrace, where they halted for a . 
moment to confider what flep was to be taken 
next: three fourths of them were of opinion that 
they had beft go through the Green-houfe-yard to 
Lewis the Fifteenth’s Place: the reft were for re- 
turning to join the King at the National Af 
fembly. 


M. d’Halonville, fub-governor to the Dauphin, 
imagined he could make good his retreat to the 
Abbé Davaux’s lodgings: he was killed on the 
Dauphin s-terrace. 


The Vifcount de Maillé, a camp marfhal, who 
fome little time before had refufed the governor- 
fhip of St. Domingo, was grievoufly wounded in 
getting back to the National Affembly: he had 
like to drop, on entering the paffage that leads 
into the houfe: his face was covered with blood, 
and his cloaths all rent: he was faved in the hall- 
keeper’s office, only to be butchered a few days 
after at the Abbey-prifon. . 
When 
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When the Swifs and the national guards who 
had efcorted the King to the Affembly, and who 
were drawn up in good order on each fide of the 
door, faw the other Swifs and the gentry flying 
along under the trees near the Green-boufe, they 
thought it fafeft for themfelvés to go into the Af- 
fembly. The national guards led the way; and the 
column advanced almoft into the middle of the hall. 
At the fight of thefe armed men, the legiflators 
were feized with confternation. Some of them 
ftarted precipitately from their feats, and were 
making off for the oppofite door. (It was for hav- 
ing candidly {tated this inftance of their cowardice 
afew days after, that the Logographic Yournal was 
fupprefled.) The national guards, who had got 
jn, were ordered to fall back into the lobbies. The 
fuddennefs of their retrogade motion threw the 
Swifs grenadiers, who were juft behind them, into 
fome confuficn : they retreated and made their ap- 
pearance, to the number of about fixty, on the 
Feuillans-terrace, A batallion of the rebels, who 
were fufhing through the Ridiag~boufe gate, difcharg- 
ed their pieces at them, and they returned the fire. 
Immediately after, they went back to the galleries 
on the outfide of the hall, and were difarmed by 
the King’s order, of which I have before fpoken. 


The Swifs and gentry, who had got off by the 
flight of fteps in the Green-howe paflage, purfued 
their 
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their way towards the /Vard-robe, in hopes of mak- 
ing good their efcape cither through the Boulevards. 
or the Champs Ely/ées. The baron de Viomefnil, 
fome others of the gentry, and five of the Swifs 
found a hofpitable afylum in M. Pifanit, the Ve- 
netian ambaffador’s houfe, formerly called the Jn- 
Jantando Hétel, in St. Florentin-fireet. 1m vain was 
fearch made for them feveral times in the courfe of 
the day ; the ritk his Excellency ran in concealing 
them from the rage of affaffins, did not thake his 
tefolution. The law of nations was trampled upon 
in thofe ingni/itorial vifits at the houfe of an ambaf. 
fador; but is well known that the rights of man 
have annihilated the law and right of nations. The 
ambaffador was unable to make any refiftance: yet 
his life was at flake, if the unhappy fugitives he 
gave fhelter to had been difcovered in his houfe, 
We know not which to admire mott, his humanity, 
or his courage! * 


The reft of this party, as they went along by the 
Wardrobe to get into King firect, perceived among 


* He fupplied the fucitives with different difguifes, under 
which they got off one after another. They had like to be.dif. 
covered at one time by a very alarming accident. As they were 
throwing their guns ina great hurry into the privy, one of them 
went off, while a party of the rebels were fearching the houfe. 
Luckily, the confufion was fo great, that the affaffins did not hear 
the report of the gun. 

fome 
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fome ftones for building a bridge, that lay {catter- 
ed all over Lewis the Fifteenth's Place, a piece of 
ordnance with four gunners, and a detachment of 
rebels. . Thefe fled immediately at the fight of the 
Swifs, and left their field-piece behind them. The 
latter were endeavouring to {pike it, when feverak 
cannon, charged with old iron, were fired at them 
from a battery that extended from the draw bridge 
to the foot of Lewis the Fifteenth’s fatue, along 
which two thoufand men were pofted. 


This fire made a dreadful havoc among the poor 
Swifs, and difperfed the whole party. The gendar- 
merie, who had juft arrived with the batallion from 
the Capuchins, were aifo preparing to attack them. 
M. de Villers, formerly an adjutant in the gexdar- 
merie, but lately a captain in the con/filutional guards, 
and who was among the number of thofe that fled 
from the palace, fancied that this body of cavalry 
was to cover their retreat. He cried out to his old 
comrades ;—*‘* Courage, my friends!” One of them 
who eollected him, very coolly clapped a piftol, 
to his head, and blew his brains out, while another 
was difpatching him with his hanger. This atro- 
cious act of Larbarity was applauded by all their 
comrades The gendarmerie then went to draw up 
in order of battle in the Champs Ehyées, facing the 

_ Dutchefs of Bourbon's Gardens. But as heaven never 
fuffers any crime to efcape without juft vengeance 
: , fooner 
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{oonet or later, it permitted the fire from the drazs 
éridge, which lafted fix minutes, and was terrible, to 
Kill fix of thofe gendarmes, feveral of the townf: 
people, and a great many of the plunderers. Two- 
more of the geadarmes had fallen, in their way from 
Vendime-Place to Lewis the Fifteenth’s Place 


The little party of the royalifts were difperfed, 
as I before intimated, by this cannonade. Some 
of them ran towards Florentine-/freet, others into 
King-fireet, and a few into the Champs Elyfées. 
Thofe who got into Kiug-/reet were thirty of the 
Swifs, and one of the gentry, formerly a page to 
his majefty. They rufhed into the Hétel de la Ma- 
rine. The gentleman obferved to them, that if 
they ftaid there, they would be iofallibly cut to 
pieces; but the Swifs would not liften to him: they 
refolved among themfclves to Jay down their arms, 
Upon this they advanced to the gate, and flung 
away their fufees five or fix yards from them, fhout- 
ing, vive /a nation! At this thout, a group of eight 
Jans culottes came up to them and faid, ‘* they were 
* traitors, who would not have laid down their 
“arms, were they not very fure of being caught; 
“adding, that no quarter would be therefore giv- 
“en then.” ‘Fhey made them, however, fhout 
vive /a uation a fecond time. Notwithflanding this, 
one of the poor wretches was killed ftone dead by 
afpeat run through his body: another was thor, 

Both 
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Both their heads were then cut off to be carried in 
triumph. This fired the other Swifs with indigna- 
tion: full of rage and revenge they ran to recover 
their arms, and to difpatch thofe eight affaffins: . 
they inftantly killed feven of them: but fome other 
fans culottes, who had gone to feize the cannon that 
was lefton Lewis the Fifteenth’s Place, charged it 
with old iron; and pointing it at the twenty eight 
Swifs, they killed three and twenty of them with a 
fingle fhot. The other five, with.the page, direct- 
ly retreated into the bdze/, and went to hide them- 
felves in the cellar. They were purfued in an in- 
ftant; but they had found means to penetrate into 
an adjoining little cellar, through a door which they 
forced open and (hut again fo dexteroufly that it 
could not be perceived. They found in thié {e- 
cond hiding-place one of their comrades, who had 
been put there by the keeper of the adjoining hé- 
tel. An hour after, the fame good man brought 
them fomething to eat and drink; and, what was 
ftill more wanting, he fupplied them with blankets, 
for they had been obliged to bury themfelves in 
wet fand, fo that they muft have foon perifhed 
with coid, even fuppofing them able to endure 
hunger, and every other dreadful agony. All the 
people in the houfe over their heads, both then and 
women, gave them every proof of the moft hu- 
mane concern. They brought them cloaths to dif- 


* guife themfelves in: they cut their hats rousd: 
; they 
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they alfo cut their hair; and, at nightfall, enabled 
the poor fugitives to make their efcape. 


Asto thofe who had fled into the Champs Ely- 
Jés, M. Foreftier de St. Venant, a young Swifs of- 
ficer, not moreadmired for the elegance of his per- 
fon than the goodnefs of his heart, retired in fine 
order with thirty of his countrymen. He fees ano- 
ther party of about the fame number flying with 
fome gentlemen through Kine-/reet. He leaves 
his own little troop to the care of M. de Mon... 
and runs in order to rally thofe who were flying. 
He rallied them in fact; but upon his return to 
Lewis the Fifteenth’s Place, he no longer finds thofe 
whom hehad intrufted tothe care of M. de Mon... 
Though fired at from all fides, they had ftood 
their ground for fome time, but were at length 
obliged to wheel off through Champs Ely/ées-fireet. 
M. Foreftier, thus finding his forces unexpectedly 
reduced, refolved at leaft to die glorioufly. He 
advanced fword in hand, at the head of his thirty 
men with their bayonets fixed, to attack the body 
of rebels who were drawn up at the foot of the 
ftatue. Thrice he put them to the rout; but 
having at length loft haif his foldiers, he was forced 
to retreat with the remainder into the Champs Ely- 
‘jes. Even in giving way he well fuftained the 
dignity of his heroic chara€ter : for as he had be- 
fore marched at the head of his men to the charge, 

fo 
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fo now in their retreat he placed himfelf laft to 
cover their rear. They could not long hold’ out 
in, the Champs Elyfées; his brave comrades were 
maffacred one after another: he himfelf, as he was 
endeavouring to get to the Ambafjador’s coffee houfe. 
was {pied by a gendarme on horfeback, who leap- 
ing over the ditch that feparates the walk from 
the main road, fired his piftol at his back, and fhot 
him dead. 


The little troop of Swifs foldiers, whom M, Fo- 
reftier had left under thecommand of M.de Mon... 
and of whofe being driven away from the poft 
where they left I before took notice, were now 
again forced back into the Champs Ely/ées by about 
three hundred men, who had themfelves fled at 
firft before the whole body of the Swifs, as the lat- 
ter were coming out of the Green-boufe paflage, 
and who afterwards took their courfe towards 
Lewis the Fifteenth’s Place through Champs Ehjées- 
freet. Grown bold now by the fuperiority of their 
numbers, they cried out to the Swifs to furrender 
their arms, and to fall upon their knees to beg for 
quarter. Some did fo: the mob furrounded them ; 
made them fhout vive /a nation; took them under 
the arm, and conduéted them, with their officer 
M. de Mon..... to the hétel that was formerly the 
refidence of the mayor, but now that of the mini~ 

Vou. 1, U fer 
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‘Ser of contributions*. As it had a guard-room in 
“it, the mob ufed it as a fort of receptacle ‘for theit 
. ‘conquefts, “The thirty captive Swifs were fent in 
one ‘by one, and afterwards conveyed to the guard- 
‘houfe at the Fevillans. Here they found’ their: 
comrades, ‘who ‘before had been made puna: ; 
and were faved with them. 


The young gentleman who commanded thet : 
made his efcape by means of his not having on a 
uniform ‘like the others. 


A detachment of fixty Swifs, part of thofe who 
“got out through the Green-houfe yard, had made 
their way crofs the Champs Elj/ées, and were eftec- 
ing in great order their retreat to the barracks at 
‘Courbevoye, under the command of four officers, 
The'horfe gendarmerie overtook and hemmed them 
“in; the people then laid hold of them, and fet off 
with them ‘for ‘the Hétel-de-ville, where they were 
‘tobe placed in fecurity, with a promife of having 
their lives fpared. But they no fooner reached 
the Place de Gréve, than they were torn to pieces 
by the populace. This happened at two o’clock 
“in the afternoon. 


* An officer of ftate in the revenue department, fomewhat 
like-a Chancellor of the Exchequer in England, 
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A young gentleman, whom prudential reafons 
forbid me to defcribe otherwife than as the nephew 
of one of our beft general officers; was retiring 
from the palace through Echellefireet. Being 
topped by two men, he thot them both dead with 
abrace of piftols: the mob dragged him to the 
Place de Gréve, there to cut his head off. Fortu- 
nately for him, he got there juft at the moment 
when the attention and fury of the populace were 
dire&ted to the before-mentioned Swifs. He found 
means to difengage himfelf from the two fellows, © 
towhom he was given in charge, by wounding 
them both with a knife. He had afterwards the 
good luck to flip off in the crowd ; and he is ftill 
alive. 


Another gentleman of feventy, the vifcount de 
Broves, a member of the conftituent Affembly, had 
been wounded in coming out of the palace. The 
blood which ran down his cheek made him more 
noticed by the mob; and he was butchered op- 
pofite to St. Roch’s church. 


The populace were no fooner become mafters 
of the palace than they exerted their fury againft 
every foul in it without diftin@tion. The gentle- 
men ufhers of the chambers, the pages of the back 
flairs, the door-keepers, even perfons in the loweit 
and moft fervile employments were all alike butch- 

U2 ered. 
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_agred. Streams of blood flowed every where, from 
the roofs to the cellars: it was impoffible to fet a 
foot on a fingle {pot without treading upon a dead 
body. Stripped as foon as they were murdered, 
theirlifelefs bodies prefented, in addition to the 
ghaftlinefs of death, the fhocking fpectacle of a 
mutilation which the mind may conceive, but 
which modefty forbids me to defcribe; and thefe 
atrocious deeds were perpetrated by women! by 
demons! by furies! A player, who ufually acted 
the part of tyrants, and.who was always hiffed by 
the pit, drinks in public the blood of a Swifs! 
We fancy ourfelves at the entertainment of Atreus! 
The hand trembles, the pen itfelf fhrinks from 
the defcription of the horrors then witneffed: the 
imagination is fcared at fuch debafement of the 
human heart; and, to ufe the words of M. de Ri- 
varol, fenfibility cannot keep pace with fo many 
calamities. 


The fire which began at half paft nine ceafed 
entirely at noon; and the maflacre was difconti- 
nued at two, only to make way for aflaflinations 
of another kind, which are not yet ended. 


The number of the Swifs who were faved in the 
guard-room at the Feui//ans, and in private houfes, 
amounted to 180: the other 750 perifhed on that 
frightful morning. 

Nine 
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- Nine officers furvived the deftruction of their 
regiment, only to be butchered themfelves ¢ few 
days\after, in a more cruel manner, as will be 
feen in the fequel of this narrative. Thole offi- 
cers, who were conveyed to the Abbey-prifon, 
were, 


Mefirs de Maillardor - . Second Colonel, 


Reding - - 22 -e Captain, 
DeSalis - + = \ 
Alimann - 5 . Adjutants, 
Chollett - - 


DeWitt - -. . Under Adjutant, 
De Zimmermann - Li 
De Maillador - . sci 


Bachmann - . - Major-general, 


The officers who are {till alive, intended at firft, 
as I have already related, to go in to the bar of 
the Affembly, to put themfelves under the protece 
tion of that houfe, when they were met by two of 
the members, who remonftrating with them an 
the danger and even the impoffibility of their fet. 
ting in, perfuaded them to go into the office be. 
longing to the keepers of the hall, where they re. 
mained from.eleven in the morning, till nine at, 
night. In the intermediate time, both the fame 
members came twice to fee theirprifoners ; atfirft, 
to inform them that a decree was juft paffed for 
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“placing the Swifs under the fafeguatd of the law, 
and the loyalty of the French nation ; and after- 
wards to tell them that the populace were qiffatis- 
fied with that decret, and infifted on their being 

put to death: but the members, at the fame time, 

affured the officers, that they would do every thing 
in their power to refcue them from the danger that 
threatened them: they contrived to procure them 
towards evening riding coats and other cloaths to 
difguife themfe]ves in, by means of which they got 
off undifcovered in the night. - 


_ Thus, in lefs than three hours, was deftroyed the 
’ fineft and the moft Joyal of the regiments that re- 
mained in the French fervice: thus was pulled 
down the laft pillar that fupported monarchy, 
Probity, difcipline, valour, every great and good 
" quality enobled thofe brave fons of the mountains: 
the eye of the honeft man, wearied with the dif- 
gufting fpectacle of national licentioufnefs, refted 
with fatisfaction on thofe pleafing cbje&ts ; the very 
fight of them reftored ferenity to the foul: virtue 
was impreffed on every feature of their countenan- 
ces; and the perfect correfpondence between their 
looks and their principles, rendered the contraft 
betwen them and their adverfaries ftill more ftrik- 
ing. Already had this corps been twice fent for _ 
againtt the rebels, without being able to a& with 
eff€: their hands were already reftrained : buc : 
how 
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march to Verfailles.on the memorable morning. of 
the fixth of OGtober! How many plots were con- 
trived,-how many fprings put in motion, to dif. 
band and annihilate thofe loyal troops! They with- - 
ftood the manceuvres of three whole years, two na- 
tional affemblies, robbers collected in the capital 
from the extremities of the kingdom, and Petion 
with Roederer at the head of the conftituted 
powers ! Before their enemies could prevail againft 
them, it was neceffary to take away from. them 
their King and their generals; and to leave them 
almoft without officers, as well as without artillery 
and ammunition ; yet we fee them for a whole hour 
mafters of the field of battle. One would think, 
"that fome fatality muft have direéted all the events 
’ of that day, and that every ftep the King took was 
to be attended with misfortune, when we find M,. 
d’Hervilly coming by his majefty’s order to weak- 
en the defence of the palace, by calling away.to the » 
National Affembly a part of the victorious Swifs, . 
with one of their braveft captains (Turler:) the 
company of the grenadiers, who had efcorted the 
King to the Affembly, were alfo to remain, as it 
were palfied, or petrified, while the maffacre.of 
their brethren took place within five hundred yards 
of them: it even happened, that three hundred of 
thofe troops were fent off, but a few days before, 
after more than three weeks delay, and temporifing _ 
U4 on 
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on the part of a fenfible minifter, who has fince ” 
been put to death, as the reward of his fidelity. 


Every mode of feduétion had been tried to €or 
rupt the loyalty of this regiment; and the fole ef- 
fect of fuch wicked artifice was to purify the corps 
of eight rebellious fons who were a difgrace to it. 
A-report was fpread among the people that the 
court had not only been lavifh of money to thofe 
foldiers, but had even made them drunk with 
ftrong liquors on the morning of the battle: thus 
the popular paffion afcribes its own propenfities, 
its own defires, and its own language to its ene- 
mies. An advance of pay had been made to the 
foldiers a few days before ; and the good order that 
was kept up among them rendeved their circum- 
ftances eafy: was it then furprifing that a few half- 
crowns, or a few five-livre notes * thould be found 
in the fpoils of thofe unfortunate victims? But 
what excufe can the affaffins make for the maffacre 
of the five Swifs, who were difarmed at the foot of 
the grand ftair-cafe ?. What more did the ill-fated 
Caftelberg do, than barely execute the order given 
by Roederer, who, after the King had reviewed the 
troops, fpoke to them exactly in thefe words; 
*¢ Gentlemen, I order you, in the name of the law, 


* Thefe notes are called Covers, the value of which is 2 little 
more than four fhillings, Englifh moncy. 
“ce to 
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“to defend the palace, and to repel force my 
* force.” 


~ Loyal band ! brave foldiers! Ihave not the elo- 
quence of a Demofthenes to cover your melan- 
choly remains with the flowers he fcatrered over 
the graves of thofe who fell at the battle of Che- 
roneca ; but at Jeaft, I fhall be the firft to vindicate | 
your memory from the outrage offered to it by ca- 
lumny and guilt. A plain account of the truth is 
your higheft encomium : I have fulfilled that duty: 
and have only one with left: may your courage, 
and your loyalty ferve as an example to your aven- 
gers !* 
Horrors 


* It has been faid, that the Swifs foldiers complained of having 
been abandoned by their officers on that dreadful morning ; but 
befides what I have before related of twenty two’ of them who 
were killed in the field of battle, it fhould be remembered, that’ 
moft of the general officers had accompanied the King to the Na- 
tional Affembly ; that M.d’Hervilly, when he brought the order 
for more troops to go and protect the royal family, took with 
him as many officers as he could find ; and that the difperfing of 
the Swifseinto {uch an infinite number of fmall pofts had render~ 
ed the ufual military communications impracticable. Thus, in- 


ftead of reproaches, tears alone are due to the memory of their 
officers, 


It would be abufing the patience of my readers, to take any 
pains to refute fo abfurd a charge as the pretended intoxication 
of the Swils foldiers. With what face of unblufhing impudence 

will 
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Horrors of the roth of Auguft continued, 


As foon as the mob became matters of the palace, 
they forced their way into, and plundered every 


it be afferted, that thofe men were drunk, who were drawn up in. 
regular order on the Terrace of the Feui/ldns ; who ftood and re~ 
ceived three difcharges of artillery without emotion ; and who 
coolly waited for the orders of their officers to retreat? If thofe, 
who were butchered as they fled, and when begging for quarter, 
had rage in their hearts, and faam upon their mouths ; and if 
that fenfation is to be called drunkennefs ; where fhall we finda 
name for the ferocity of thofe, who nat contented with drinking 
the blood of their victims, trailed about their mangled limbs, and 
feafted upon their flefh! !! 

Among the fignal inftances of courage difplayed on that day, 
we fhould not omit that of a fentinel on the terrace, who, upon 
being attacked by the mob, fo far exerted himfelf as to fire at 
them {even times, then defend himfelf for fome moments longer 
with his fword, and at laft threw that alfo away, in order to die 
naked and difarmed. It would be equally unjuft not to notice 
that of a Mar/eillais federate, who happened to be under the trees 
of the Tuileries, juft facing the platoon of the Swifs and of the - 
gentry who were getting out of the palace, ftopped them, though 
he was alone, and forbid them to advance; then difctfar; ged his 
gum, and afierwards a piftol at them ; nor did he fall till he had 
killed two men. 

Some perfons, who happened to be dreffed in fcarlet, being 
mifteken for Swifs, were butchered by the mob. Among this 
mumber was MM. Melan, the architect, to whom the public was 
indebted for having built the Chingfe Redoubt, and the Summer 
Fauxtall. . : 

corner, 
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corner. Bureaus were burft open; furniture was 
broke to pieces and flung out of windows; even 
the cellars were ranfacked ; in fhort; the whole pre-’ 
fented nothing but fcenes of devaftation and of 
death. They {pared only the paintings in the ftate- 

room. The arts at leaft were not compelled to 

blufh for the deftrudtion of one of Lebrun’s maf 

ter-pieces, of another of Carrachi’s, and of Feti’s 
beautiful picture of melancholy. 


All the beds, which had been prepared for the 
Swifs at the Héte! de Brionne, were burnt in Little 
Carroyfel-Place. The hotel itfelf was pillaged. 


The two ftables, which had been erected for 
the ufe of the horfe guards, were alfo reduced to 
afhes ; as were, in like manner, the buildings in ; 
the court-yards. The lodgings of Meffis; de 
Choifeul, d’Hervilly, deChampcenets, and Dupare 
were plundered and deftroyed ; and, what we muft 
more particularly lament, the valuable library, 
the manufcripts, the original drawings, and the 
geographical collection of the amiable M. La- 
borde, an old valet-de-chambre, and an intimate 
friend of Lewis the Fifteenth’s. After ‘having’ * 
fpent fifty fucceffive years in all the enjoyments of 
acourt, of ftudy, of pleafures, of mufic, and of 
love, Laborde, fhutting himfelf up in a little her- 
mitage, which the goodnefs of his mafters had 

referyed , 
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referved for him in the Carroufel, was devoting the | 
yeft of his time and talents to fome chronological 
and geographical works intended for the Dau- 
phin’s education. A ftranger to all cabals, to all 
intrigues, he forgot in the midft of his books, and 
ef his other memorials, his own paft forcune, and 
the prefent revolution. He was drawing maps of 
the Roman republic, when France fuddenly be- 
came a blank in the general map of Europe ; and 
the dynafty of his own mafters was going to be 
fufpended, while He was yet employed on the 
chronology of the Pharaohs. But neither his la- 
bours, nor his candour, nor his venerable grey 
hairs, nor his well-knoyn intimacy with Voltaire, 
nor any thing, in fhort; could preferve the fruits 
‘of his midnight hours from the fury of the barba. 
‘rians: it was almoft through’a miracle of rood 
fortune that his perfon efcaped their rage, for they, 
threatened him with death, a man, who the very 
night before was at work to fave the life of M. 
de la Peyroufe and of his companions, by promot- 
ing the equipment and departure of two thips 
juft fent out under the command of M. du Petit- 
Thours ; and the fuperintendance of which equip- 
ment had been given to M. Laborde, on account 
of his great knowledge and humaniiy. 


The royal family had been accompanied to the 
National Affembly by the Princefs de Lamballe, 
: and 
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and by Mrs. de Tourzel: the only women who 
remained in the palace, were Mrs. de Tarente, de 
la Rocheaymon, de Gineftous, Paulina Tourzel, 
and the chamber-maids. They were come down, 
into the Queen’s apartment, and there heard all 
the confli&t. When the palace was taken, the 
Marfetilais broke into the afylum to which thofe 
ladies had retreated. The doors fly open, and the 
firft objeét that {trikes Mrs. de Tarente’s eyes is 
the dead body of the fervant in waiting, who had 
been maffacred while defending the entrance of | 
the apartment. This good lady, lefs concerned 
for the prefervation of her own life, than for the 
honour of young Mifs Tourzel, who feemed left 
under her protection, placed herfelf before her, 
and facing the leader of the Mar/eillais, harangued 
him, and thus gained time till fome of the national 
guards came, when: fhe prevailed upon them to _ 
put her and her companions into a place of fafety. 
Te was not, however, for fome hours after, that | 
they could get out of the palace: they were ob- 
liged to come down the Pont-royal, and to crofs all. 
the way on foot between that and Lewis the: 
Sixteenth’s bridge, along the Seine, and at the bot- 
tom of the Quay, in order to avoid being feen. 


The leader of thefe Mar/eilcis was one Four- 
nier, a man about fixty years of age, who had long 
tefided in the Weft Indies, and whofe natural 


violence 
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- violence of temper had been irritated by fome pre- 
tended injuftice, of which he had for feveral years 
complained in vain. He was the proprietor of a 
fnaldive, or a taffia manufactory, in the parifh of 
Verettes, in St. Domingo. ‘This manufactory had 
been fet on fire either by accident, or by his own 
orders, as I have myfelf heard upon the fpot from 
people who were well acquainted with his fplenctic. 
- and perfidious character. He brought an action 
for this fire againft the richeft of the neighbouring 
inhabitants, and upon fo abfurd a ground he kept 
up a law-fuit, which he removed from court to 
court, till it was given again{t him in every tri- 
bunal inthe colony. But he was not to be dif- 
heartened : he came to France, where he appealed 
from the former verdicts, and commenced profe- 
cutions againft all the Judges and Magiftrates of 
- St. Domingo. Thefe profecutions proved to be 
ag frivolous as his Jaw-fuit, when the revolution 
came to revive his hopes, and to inflame his re- 
venge. It is eafy to conceive what an acquifition 
a man of this ftamp muft have been to the pride 
“ofa Petion, and to the frenzy of a Chabot and’a 
Merlin. The Bordelais, with Briffor, Claviere, Ro- 
land, and Condorcet, forefaw clearly that the 
tcheme of general diforder they had in view, muft 
caufe a renewal of the bloody fcenes of Avignon ; 
but they wanted to be able to make a diftinction 


between the two cataftrophes : they wanted a dif- 
ferent 
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ferent man from Jourdan to dirett their army ; for 
by taking that fanguinary hero of the Glacieres, 
they knew they could not lay claim to the glory 
of the roth of Auguit, without becoming refponé 
fible for the fecond of September. Luckily for 
them, Fournier ftarted up to their view, to relieve 
their alarmed delicacy : thus they had it in their 
power to throw all the butcheries at the prifons 
upon fubaltern affaflins; and thought they could 
with impunity lay: them to. the charge of the 
Bazires, the Panifes, and the Marats. They little 

" expected that the latter would glory in the charge, 
would boaft of having faved their country by thofe 
maflacres ; and would one day infitt upon obtain- 
ing the civic crown, and would even tax the former 
with cowardice and effeminacy. Such is the me- 
lancholy refult of infurretions ! Men are hurried 
on from excefs to excefs, from crime to crime, till 
the whole world is involved in confufion: the 
moft cruel charaéter is the moft confiftent; and 
the beft of kings becomes the moft unfortunate 
of men! # 


* About three o’clock in the afternoon, M. Carl, a lieute- 
nant colonel of the foot gendarmerie, was killed foon after his 
coming out of the lodge where the royal family were. Two of 
hisown gendarmes fired at him in the court of the Feuillans, but 
happened to mifs him, though quite clofe. He then drew his 
fword, and cleared his way into St, Honoré-freet, where he met 
with Palloy, the patriotic mafon of the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, 
As Palloy was one of his friends, he went up to him, and begged 

his 
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his proteCtion. The other in a very friendly, generous, and 
humane manner, firft fhot him with a piftol, and finifhed the 
bufinefs with his hanger ! 

M. d’Hermigny, a colonel of the gendarmeric, was killed in 
the {quare before the Horel-de-Ville. His conne¢tions with M, 
de la Fayette had not been forgotten, nor his fpirited reproaches 
on the legiflative body at the beginning of their feffions, when 
he {poke of Goupilleau and his colleagues in the language of juft 
indignation and contempt. 

‘The hanging and butchery did not ceafe for the whole after- 
noon ; but the arjfocrats were no longer the only victims; fome 
of the plundering rioters were butchered by other rioters, lefs 
expert than the former in plunder, but now {killed in fhedding 
blood, and who therefore foon ftripped and inftantly murdered 
them. Rapine, drunkennefs, and impunity increafed the num- 
bers of the mob: the evening feemed to be made the revel of 
carnage !. murder became a party of pleafure! and the mangled 
bodies of the Swifs were covered with frefl heaps of the felf. 
deftroyed rabble ! 


Account 
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Account of M. de Clermont Tonnerre’s Murder. 


AMONG the crimes of this day of mourning, 
it is with horror that we muft relate the treachers 
ous murder of one of the men who had moft dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves in the revolution.. M. de 
Clermont ‘Vonnerre found his houfe in the morn- 
ing furrounded by the populace, under a pretence 
that fome arms were concealed there. He was 
torn away from his wife’s laft embrace, and carried 
to his /eétion. In the mean tinie the fearch took 
place, and his innocence was acknowledged. After 
this declaration, he thought he might return home 
quietly, to remove his wife’s alarms: yet fore of 
his friends advifed him to hide him@lf. He goes 
out from the inqueft into the midit of the mob: 
fome applaud, others thresten him: he repeatedly 
harangues the people: his eloquence has at iirft 
fome eifect; but a cook, whom he had dilmiffed 
from his fervice, incites the rabble againft him: a 
blow of a fcythe in the head warns him that his 
laft hour is come: he gets up into the fourth flory 
of Mrs. de Brafla.’s houfe in Vangirard—fireet: he 
is brought out lifelefs, and fo disfigured, that his 
friends know him only by his cloaths ftained with 
his blood. 

Vou. I. x S M. 
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M. de Clermont Tonnerre had opened his 
career in the National Affembly with peculiar bril- 
Nancy. An eafy flow of language, an engaging 
figure; and an air of dignity in his countenance 
pointed him out to faftain a great character at the 
time of a revolution; and the popular party, on 
whofe fide he was, placed him among the number 
of their moft illuflrious leaders. Chofen twice for 
their prefident, it was towards the clofe of his 
filling that office the fecond time, that he loft all 
their favour; and ever fince the fixth of Oéober 
1789, having incurred the hatred of all parties, his 
Teputation dwindled away; his influence in the 
Affembly became infignificant; and no mention 
was made of his talents, except to reproach him 
with abufing them. But his works furvive him; 
and pofterity will do him greater juftice than his 
cotemporarics, Thofe who were well acquainted 
with Clermont Tonnerre, and who lived in habits 
of intimacy with him, concur in faying, that he 
was a man of exalted fentiments, of jJuft and ex. 
tenfive views, glowing with a fincere love for his 
country and for true liberty. The precipitancy 
of his judgment, which arofe from an abundance 
of ideas not ripened by experience, led him into 
errors which he candidly acknowledged. He par- 
ticularly blamed himfelf for the rathnefs of his 
hopes, and the inconfiderate ardour of many of 
his motions in the firft months of the revolution, 


He 
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He checked himflf on the 6th of O&ober 1789, 


and openly abandoned the majority of the National 
Affembly. But he did not mean to abandon at 
the fame time the caufe of liberty ; which placed 
him in a very equivocal fituation between both 
Parties, without being thanked by cither of them 
for alternately defending, -as his confcience dic- 
tated, the real interefts of the people, and thofe of 
royalty. But as a public character, when his 
opinions are in print, ought to be judged of, only 
by the fair examination of fuch opinions ; in thefe 
we fhall find numberlefs proofs of his poffeffing 
an underitanding and genius, which, when ripened 
by the exertions of ‘a few years longer, would have 
raifed him to the firft rank. His Anahyfis of the 
Conftitution, his fpeeches on the affair of Avignon, 
on that of Count Albert de Rioms, on the legifla- . 
tion of the colonics, on the right of making war 
and peace, and on various other fubjects, united a 
purity of principles with a precifion of reafoning, 
which formed the difttnguithing charaderiftic of 
his eloquence *. When animated by the warmth 
of a debate, his fallies were beautiful, and his 
Tepartees admirable. In private life, his manners 


* At the very time of his being maffacred, a new work of his 
was in the prefs, entitled, 4 Sequel to my dualyfis of the Confits 
tiem, exhibiting with great acutenefs a comparative view of the 
principles of the conftitution, and of the aéts of the legiflative 

body. 
X2 were 
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were mild and endearing, and his friendhhip fteady, 
His wife, a moft amiable woman in every refped, 
enjoyed his full confidence, and deferved it.—The 
murder of Clermont Tonnerre was followed by fo 
many deeds of the like kind, and happened at fo 
cruel a period, that the mourning of his relations 
and his' friends, being confounded in univerfal 
mourning, hardly leaves them the confolation of 
paying that particular tribute to his memory which 
he deferves. 


Recapitulation. 


SUCH was the infurrection of the roth of Au- 
guft, the neceffary refult of a conftitution, which 
had deftroyed the entire independence and equi- 
poife of the different powers; which had intro- 
duced a King without authority or ftrength into a 
body in perpetual action ; which had placed fove- 
teignty, according to Rouffeau’s ideas, in the peo- 
ple, that is to fay, in numbers, in violence, in 
folly, in madnefs, or in ftupidity; inftead of 
placing ic where it exifls, in fupreme reafon 
founded on the very nature of things, that is to 
fay, in propriety, in paternal influence, in wifdom 
and experience.—You have gold, and we have iron, 
faid Charles Lameth to Montlaufier: Yes, replied 
the latter, you have iron, and all your laws are made 
of it. Threle laws have fince broken the iron arms 


of 


Os se 
of the very champions of the conftitution 5 and 
their gold is become the prey of people of no pro- 
perty, whom they had imprudenily invited to affift 
them in fupporting the edifice of their rebellion, ~ 


This infurreQion having been fince made the 
preat title of honour now claimed by perjured 
Jegiflators, we are relieved from taking any pains 
to find out the authors of it. Chabot, in the 
Facobin Journal of the 7th of November, very 
eandidly gives us a lift of them. Barbaroux has 
lately confeffed, that the plan was determined 
upon and finally fettled on the 29th of July in the 
feeret direftory held at Charenton. Petion, in his 
fpeech about Robefpierre claims a part of the 
glory as his right, for having laboured during ten 
fuccefiive months to prepare the way for it by 
throwing the whole ftate-machine into diforder, 
In fhort a committee of five perfons, Fabre d’Eg- 
lantine, Panis, Tallien, Chabot, Bazire, and Dan- 
ton have been directed to ad a hiftorical ac- 
count of it. 


T have been before hand with them in deline- 
ating this pi€ture ; and from the indifputable fads 
I have ftated it clearly refults ; 


That the King maintained the conftitution, bad 
as it was, as long as he had it in his power : 
X3 That, 
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That, if he wifhed for a reform of it, he defired 
to bring it about by mild means, and fuch as arofe. 
from the conftitution itfelf, and particularly by a 
cordial union with the feveral branches of civil 
power: 


That being himfelf one of the conttituted 
powers, his own defence, as a fimple citizen and 
as King, became his right and his duty ; and that 
the whole guilt falls upon thofe who abandoned 
him, after having taken the oath of allegiance to 
him : 


That the regiment of Swifs guards did no more 
than obey the three fucceffive orders of Petion, | 
Leroulx, a municipal officer, and Roederer, all 
commanding them to defend the palace, and to 
repel force by force. 


That they never fired till they were attacked, 
and five of them difarmed and butchered : that, 
in like manner, nota fingle fhot was fired from 
the Palace-windows, till the difcharge of a piftol 
from the Court-yard, and the fight of the cannon 
levelled at the Thuilleries, fhewed that the ftorm 
was going to begin, and that there was an urgent 
neceffity for preventing, if poffible, that agitated 
and {editious mob, who had not one fasure 

among 
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among them of the character belonging to the real’ 
people that form the body politic : 


That the Swifs remained three quarters of an 
hour mafters of the field of battle, and that per- 
haps they would have gained a decifive vidory 
over the rebels, had they been feconded by only 
one hundred horfe, and had they not been aban-' 
doned and panel» thoiland ways by fatal cir. 
cumftances ; 


That the national gendarmerie behaved-on that 
day in a manner which will be their eternal dif- 
grace ; and that the. national guards proved what 
was known along time before, that fome indi- 
viduals among them were excellent foldiers, but 
that the main body was depraved, corrupt, eow- 
ardly, or factious : 


That the King’s retreat to the Afferttbly' was 
only a confequence of his fixt principle never to 
defpair of the public honour ; and that, if he could 
have forefeen his being en on that day to fur- 
vive the conftitution, he would have buried him- 
felf in its ruins, by putting himfelf at the head of 
his Swifs and national guards, and by perfonally 
oppofing the feditious multitude, as had been doné 

in the two preceding years by M. de Bouillé, and 
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de la Fayette, with the applaufe of the half-repube- 
licans who bore the {way at that time : 


That it was not the people who caufed the infur- 
rection of the 1oth of Augutt ; but that it was oe- 
cafioned by a hundred vagabonds in league toge- 
ther, who, after having tried, without full effect, 
to embroil the nation by their writings and their 
{peech:s for almoft a year, and made war be de- 
clared, in order to avail themfelves alike of our 
victories or defeats to irritate and inflame the minds 
of the public, ftill doubtful of fuccefs, invited as 
their grand refource a banditti, uncer the name of 

a Marjeilais amy, confifting of about two hun- 
dred and fifty defperadoes, the {cum of Barbary, 
Maita, Italy, Genoa, and Piedmont, who, being 
protected by Petion and Santerre, fuddenly be- 
came mafters of the National Affembly and of the 
metropolis, juft in the fame manner that Peter 
Mandrin became mafter of Dauphiny and of the 
adjoining provinces for feveral years, only with 
the fupport of a hundred and fifty refolute ruffians ; 
and in the fame manner that Cromwell governed 
England for fifteen years with his brother-redcoats : 


That almoft a month was ftill neceffary to add 
fifteen hundred artillery to this kernel, as it were, 
of an army; and in order to get that number, 
thirty thoufand federates were to be fent for from‘ 


the | 
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the departments, a multitude of ignorant and ftu- 
pid young men, among whom it could be no hard 
matter to pick out and corrupt fo fmall.a number 
of defperate ruffians : 


That by turning the fections topfy-turvy, under 
the pretext of the war, it was eafy to arm and- 
feduce that clafs of workmen and labourers, whom 
the conflitution had fecluded from.a fhare in the 
commonwealth under the name of paffve cilizens 3. 
and that, by a promufe of fome money, it was pof-. 
fible thus to recruit in the fauxbourgs from twelve- 
to fifteen thoufand of fuch fellows : 


’ That a difturbance of this kind concerted with 

ftrangers at the head of it, the attacking of a pa- 
lace and of a king, the difperfion of a court, the 
hope of the pillage, the allurement to fee oceans 
of maney and of wine, and every other circume 
ftance might give the plot the appearance of a 
revel, where the mob crowded alike from curiofity, 
frenzy, and the defire of plunder; but all this fal- 
lacious fhew cannot deceive the penetration of the 
ftatefman, or miflead the judgment of pofterity 
refpecting the true fprings of {uch an infurree. 
tion: 


That the pretended bribery laid to the king’s 
" charge can at the worft be imputed only to his 
agents 5 
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agents; that it is very difficult to prove his hay- 
ing had any knowledge of it; and were that even 

demonftrable, it would ftill ferve only to thew 
more evidently the purity of his heart. In faét, 
obliged to govern in an age and acountry where 
love and fear are the too great and only {prings of 
government, if the king, who feems by nature to 
be all goodnefs and love, being reduced to fuch 

an alternative, had preferred making ufe of fa- 
vours to put the ftate machine under his guidance 

in motion, who would dare to urge it againft him 
asa crime? Would the charge be brought by 
thofe, who after having deftroyed monarchy, pro-. 
ceeded next to lay their eager hands on the kings 

of the republic ? Or will Roland ftand forward to 

inform againft Valade’s pamphlets, and farthing 
newfpapers,—Roland, who upon his firft official. 
appearance on the great ftage of the republic, 

made a prefent of fifty thoufand livres to the two 
theatres of the Palais royal, and of St. Martin-freet, 
to indemnify them for the contempt and abfence 
of the people in reality, the public ? 

-But 1 am already incroaching upon the juftifica- 
tion which is preparing by pens much more elo- 
quent than mine; in cafe, however, the king 
fhould fo far humble himfelf as to juftify his con- 
duct before the very men who have been guilty of 
rebellion againft him, and who, after having co-- 

operated 
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operated in framing the conftitution, accufe him 
of having withed to deftroy it, when they make it 
their proudeft boaft that they concerted its ruin 
from the very moment of its birth. Ina few days" 
more, the fate of Lewis the Sixteenth will be de- 
cided. There is not acountry in the world, where 
more kings have been affaffinated than in France; 
but this country had not yet {een the blood of any 
of its rulers fhed ona fcaffold. Aht no doubt, 
* this execrable fcene is preparing : the combat of 
the two partiesfof the Convention will be the figs 
nal, or the conclufion of it; but our unfortunate 
king will not efcape! What tears goth out at the 
very idea! Ah! may he not, at leaft, degrade his 
auguft character! Hiftory and pofterity will fix 
him again on the throne which the outcafts of the 
earth now want to rob him of, with his life; and 
which he is folely to deferve by che manner of his 
appearing before his executioners. The {caffold 
murders the king; but degradation murders roy- 
alty! (Let us hope they will not dare to condemn bim 1) 
In vain for three years paft did we point out this 
fatal period to the conftitutionalitts. Thefe terri- 
ble misfortunes were neceffary to convince them 
that the evil could not be averted by little in- 
trigues, and that the warning of certain deftruc- 
tion was not given by idle or conceited prophets. 
The late fucceffes of the republic will not check 
‘this cataftrophe. Thofe fuccefles cannot be con- 
: tinual, 
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tinual, as they have been for the laft two months:” 
fome reverfes of fortune will by and by be experiy 
enced to counterbalance them, and to rekindle po- 
pular ven,eance. Even were thofe fucceffles to 
continue, the fplitting of the National Affembly 
would bring things to this inevitable iffue. The 
. republicans will be .routed in their turn by 
the anarchy-men : that fate awaits them. Robef- 
pierre has already imperioufly prefcribed the order - 
of the day to his accufers; and the decree of Du- 
mourier’s impeachment is now perhaps preparing 
in Marat’s cave, along fide of the decree which 
condemned Montefquicu. In fuch a ftate of 
things, where is the power to be found, which 
can and ought immediately to defend the king? 
Ts it opinion ? That is corrupted. Is it the ma- 
jority of the people? They are chained down by 
terror. -Is it the pity of the National Convention 
that we are to implore? The Convention is with- 
out authority ; and its pity would be a punifhmene 
worfe than death. Every heart that has one real 
Crop of French blood in it, faithful to monarchy, 
faithful to its former laws, and to its old rulers, 
pan:s for an army of fome kind, that may prefent 
us at leaft with a phantom of power, and the ap- 
poe of a leader capable of impreffing refpeé, 
and of making royalty {pring out of the grave of a 
prifon.... Muft I declare my fentiments }—Fo- 
teignarmies, and the French nobility leave us now 
but 
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but a very weak hope of it..... Bat thete is 4 vics 
torious army, and it confifts of Frenchmen. It is 
“in the hot-bed of glory, that the buds of honour 
expand themfelves fooneft..... Will the conqueror 
of Mons have power and virtue fufficient to com-- 
mand the re-eftablifhment of order ?....Shall we 
be indebted for royalty to a Frenchman ?....Ah! 
may then the unaccountable Dumourier triumph ! 
.osMay he crofs the Rubicon...,.May he diffipate - 
all fections....May the daggers of the affaffins fpare 
him.....Let hiny but be the high conftable of my 
King, and the paff is alf Sergiven. 


The idea of the King’s fituation led me quite 
away from the continuation of my narrative. I 
fancied myfelf for a moment at the Convention, 
liftening to the defence made by the generous 
mortal, who from London ‘offers to go and plead 
for his King, and who devotes himfelf to a& the 
moft admirable part in the fublimeft drama that 
ever excited terror and pity on the great theatre 
of the globe. I was lamenting the neceffity that 
all his Majefty’s advocates will be under of look- 
ing for his inviolability in the pages of a conftitu- 
tion worthy of contempt as well as its authors, 
inftead of looking for that facrednefs of character 
in the nature of his dignity. Convinced as 1am 
that the real fe of a King depends on the prefer- 
vation of his giory, I could have wifhed the ations: 

2 at 
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of Lewis were to be juttified folely by his own in- 
tereft infeparable from that of his people ; and that 
the exercife of his will was to be juftified only by 
his confcience. In fhort, I with he could have had 
a General to plead his caufe, inflead of an Orator, 
all whofe eloquence and genius can never make 
him reign, My foul, long depreffed under a load 
of affliction, re-animated itfelf at this thought, and 
T indulged the pleafing reverie, having quite for- 
got, that I had not yet given the detail of the total 
abolition of monarchy. -I broke off the thread of 
my ftory with leaving the King at the National 
Affembly : the debate on that memorable occafion 
will be the fubject of my next chapter. I fhall 
fill up the laft pages of this in giving a fhore 
dketch of the Duke of Brunfwick’s cam paign, and. 
of the actual ftate of Europe. However intcreft- 
ing the former picture is, which I have undertaken 
to delineate, public attention is divided by ano- 
ther object of equal importance. All focieties, all 
governments begin now to feel, in a manner more 
or lefs direct, the agitation which has totally fub- 
verted France. A part, therefore, of the different 
_ numbers of my work will henceforward be em- 
ployed in a review of the moft recent tranfactions. 
Thus I thall have it in my power to connect the 
firft events of the republic with the conclufion of 
monarchy ; and to introduce my intended labours .- 
for the enfuing year by pictures exhibiting a col- 
‘ lected 
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lected view of all the {cenes towards the clafe of 
the year 1792. * 


. The roth of Auguft cof human nature about 
feven hundred foldiers and twenty Swifs officers ; 
twenty royalifts of the national guards, five hun- 
‘dred Jfederates, or Marfeillais ; five of the gentry 5 
three commanding officers of the national troops ; 
forty gendarmes ; above a hundred perfons of the 
King’s houfhold; two hundred men killed for 
tobbery ; the nine citizens who were butchered at 
the Feuillans ; M. de Clermont Tonnerre; and 
about three thoufand of the mob, who were killed 
in the Carrou/él, the Thuilleries-Gardens, and. Lewis 
the Fifteenth’s Place, amounting in all to about four 
thoufand, five hundred men, 


* The reader muft not forget that the above narrative wag 
written lait December ; but as. the arrangement of an infinite 
variety of interefting articles, and the delay of waiting for impor- 
tant communications from abroad, unavoidably rendered the 
appearance of the Numbers in the original French fomewhat 
uncertain, the publither thought it beft to defer printing the 
-tranflation, till the numbers could be brought out in the moft 
regular and punetual fucceffion. 


. Tt 
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“ae was upon thefe piles of dead bodies that the 
’ monttrous edifice of the Frencu Repustie 
rofe ; and, like the monument which one 
of the defpots of Afa caufed to be built with 
human fkulls, it fhocks the eye fo much as 
to excite an involuntary with to fee the 
horrid fabric crowned, as its model was,..... 
with the head of its architects. * 


® While this theet was printing, I received an account of the 
debates occafioned in the Convention by a motion for its being 
always attended by a military guard. In the Monitor of the 
eighth of November I find Cambon’s fpeech of the preceding 
day. It contains i a few words a full avowal of the whole plot 
of the roth of Auguft. I cannot refift the defire of inferting it 
at the end of this Recapitulatién. I fhall only obferve, that this 
‘very Cambon’s fkull has been trepanned three times, and that he 
is infane half the year. But the confidence he now enjoys is en- 
tirely owing to thofe fits of madnefs, with which his frantic look 
and filthy appearance perfeAlly correfpond. 


Cambon, “ Witnefs as I have been to feveral facts, I think it 
neceffary to relate them, that the Convention may not expe- 
rience what the Legiflative body experienced. An enemy to 
Kings, I embraced with avidity the revolution of 1789, which. 
has brought about the downfall of Kings. When I came to 
Paris, I faw that a new revolution was neceffary to complete this 
downfall of Kings. This revolution has been effected, not by 
thofe who fay they did it, but by the Legiflative body who had 
difbanded a guard of conf{pirators ; who had commanded the 
difmiffion of the Swifs; who had fuppreffed the eftablifhment 
of general officers at Paris; who had fent off the troops of the . 

. . line ; 
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' Hines and. placed the citizens above‘all fear. (4) The Palace of 
the Thuilleries felt the blow ; parted itfelf off : and fhut up its 
Aparden. The Legiflative body ever a€tuated by the true revolu- 
tion-fpirit, faid: You Sout up your garden: well then! F foal open 
fe; and the garden was opened, in fpite of the tyrant who 
, thought to, make it his ftrong bold. This appeared to fome a 
"pitiful, but it was a revolutionary meafure. The Parifians, ene- 
mies to royalty, faw that every obftacle was removed out of their 
way; and they pulled down royalty. Turbulent fpirits, per- 
ceiving the organifation of the, public force deftroyed, began to 
attack the Legiflative body : they wanted to feize upon the whole 
revolution, in order to reap all the fruits of it, From that moe 
ment, there were no horrors to which the Legiflative body was 
not expofed. From that moment, the Legiflative body could 


employ only intreaties, not with the people, for they do not” 


, Want to be intreated, but with thofe agitators, who intended no- 
thing Jefs than an univerfal maffacre. Lacroix has-been obliged 
to throw himfelf on his knees, “in order to chéck their mad ex. 
ceffes, &c. &c. &c.———-The Legiflative body often felt ittlf in a 
very difagreeable fituation. The palace wanted to attack one 
after another all thofe who were defending liberty, But its de« 
figns were defeated, becaufe the Legiflative body was refolved to 
fave liberty. The Legiflative body was convinced that a revolu- 
tion muft be the moft unequivocal manifeftation of the withes of 
all Frenchmen, Twenty thoufand men were fent for : defporifn 
fhuddered at-fuch an acceffion of ftrength, well knowing that 
twenty thoufand men, added ¢o the Parifians, would re-eftablifh 
and maintain order. Unfortunately thofe twenty thoufand men 
did not come to Paris ; [bat then were the Federates and the Mar- 
feillais ?] for they would have preferved us from the anarchy, to 
which we are a prey ever fince the 10th of Augutt.....[ That is to 
Say, ever fince the fo much Soafted revolution.} On the ad of Sep- 
tember, I was wounded.....I got up into the roftrum.....If we had 


* The orator furely forgot to make one exception, the frar of the frcand of 
September, 
Now. I. Y feized 
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{eigé& ‘upon the municipal power, we fhould have prevented . 
anarchy.....[ Uf the King, after the roth of Fune, had feixed upon the . 
Legiflative power, would be not have prevented the infurredlion am z 
anarchy of the voth of Auguft?| 1 approve of the revolution of 
the 10th of Augutt.....[ Madman, you muft then approve of anarchy, 
and of the ad of September, which was the confequence of it}...”. 

- Never has any {peaker heaped together more precious and 
more precife confeffions. Whoever is to plead for the King, has 
now nothing more to fay: Cambon has iaid open every thing? 
whatever fteps have been taken by Lewis XVI. for or againft the 
conftitution, are fully juftified in that fingle fpeech. Europe hag 
decided upon the bufinefs ; and agents only are wanting to ens 
force its juft decifion. 
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APPENDIX TO No. 'V. 





Political Survey of the State of Europe from the 
roth of Auguft till the 20th of Noveniber, 


THREE monthsare {carcely elapfed, and the face 
of Europe is already changed: the hopes which 
had been formed of the re-eftablifhment of order, 
of monarchy, and of the King of France, exifts no 

longer : anarchy has fpread its ravages; and un- 
certainty and defpair are added to the real fuffer-. 
ings now felt every where by the friends of peace, 
by the agents of governments, by the children of 
honour, and by all who are attached sither to prin- 
ciple or to property. 


When I undertook to write the hiftory of the 
revolt of the tenth of Auguft, how different was the 
ftate of affairs! The dawn of a finer day began to 
appear above the horizon; and we had not the moft 
diftant idea of the poffibilicy of that political dark- 
nefs which now overfpreads us. 


Yet it is throngh this darknefs that we are to 
find our way, aad to {trike out fome faint {parks - 
of information for thofe unhappy men who keep 
afking one another every day, what will become of 

Y2 all 
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allthis ? What will become of ourfelves? What is 

some of thofe formidable armies, whofe projects fo 
Yong amufed our hopes? 


I will endeavour to fatisfy their curiofity ; but : 
_I cannot promife to fatisfy any other with. 


_ [have deferred {peaking of Mirabeau’s hero till 
now. The reports concerning the Duke of Brunf- 
wick were before fo vague, and the firft moments 
of a difafter are fo full of difcontent and obfcurity, 
that it would have been rath to have made any ufe 
of the firft materials with which we were fupplied 
by the ill temper of one party, or the exaltation of 
another. Thole, who were within reach of hearing,. 
and of feeing every thing, afcribe the misfortunes 
of the royalifts to a great variety of caufes. The 
firft and the moft powerful of all is the natural an. 
tipathy between the Pruffians and the Auftrians, 
Accuftomed to fight againft one another, it was: 
not eafy to make them unite in battle with fuccefs, 
There prevailed between the two armies a {pirit of 
jealoufy, and a habit of conftant comparifon which 
irritated their minds ; and the Proffians were vexed 
to fee the Auftrians take the lead upon fo grand 
and folemn an occafion. The Hungarians were 
particularly galling to them : their difcipline as well 
as their generals were greatly fuperior: their frig 
order and their habitual fubordination the Pruffians: 

had 
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chad not even an idea of: their manners were alfo 
more conciliating; and the country people all over 
} Ardennes wifhed for the Auftrians to be quartered. 
among them, but fled at the fight of a fingle Pruf- 
_fian*, When the armies feparated, the Auftrians 
curfed their allies, whom they called robbers and 
piunderers: the Auftrian officers affured the emi- 
grants, that if ever they made war on the Pruffians, 
they would make them fmart for this campaign. Such - 
jarring elements were therefore incapable of any 
effetual union; and fhould another campaign take 
place, it will be neceflary to make the armies aét 
feparately: then perhaps there will be emulation 
without jealoufy. 


The fecond caufe of the difafters of the combin- 
ed armies, arifes from the bad plan that was pur- 
fued, and which, it muft be confeffed,.was partly 
owing to the reftlefs precipitancy of the French 
princes, and to the importunities with which they 
wearied the cabinet of Berlin. They’ were led on 
by blind hopes of the eafy conqueft of Mons and 
of Tournay :. they expected to meet only with 
oy or with runaways: they eee d fo fully 


¥* Stenay was given up to be pillaged by the Auftrian foldiers 
for feven hours; but inftead of the ufual rapine upon fuch occa- 
fions, they contented themfelves with demanding contributions at 
‘the gates, and doors of the houfes; a few days after, no trace of 
depredation was to be feen. 
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‘oma plain, unobftru@ed’toad to Paris, that they 
“took no precaution to fecure the back-pofts. Cuf- / 
tine has fince experienced the effects of the like in-| 
difcretion, in ravaging the electorates. The plan 
of Marthal de Caftries was firft to attack the for-/. 

_treffes on the Meufe and the Mofelle, and after- 
wards to fet off from thence, The French Princes; 
-on the contrary, hurried on by their zeal, which is 
a fufficient reply to the calumnies fpread againft | 
them, thought of nothing but Paris and the King. 
Their opinion unhappily prevailed : EIGHTY FIVE 
THOUSAND MEN conftituted the entire force that 
_- Was to conquer, and afterwards to keep France in 
fubjection. It is at prefent hard to conceive how | 
the Duke of Brunfwick could have undertaken 
fuch a part with fo little means for its execution. 
In fact, it is evident, that out of thofe eighty five 
thoufand men he could not have above thirty thou- 
fand left when he got to Paris, owing to the ne- 
ceffity he muft be under of forming a chain of pofts « 
ali along the way to fecure his ftores and maga- 
zines. He would then have appeared with a fkele- 
ton of an army before the gates of Paris; and . 
would have caufed himfelf, his King, the Princes, 
the Nobility, and all Europe to be caught in the 
fame net. 


Such muft have been the motives of his retreat 5. 
and this retreat would have been no lefs necetlary, 
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if he had defeated Dumoutier on the 29th of Sep~: 
\tember. There were thirteen thoufand fick in the 
Pruffian army: they had {carcely any horfes left :- 
leven a fuccefsful engagement muft have ruined: 
‘(his army: there would have been five or fix thou- 
nd killed; ten thoufand wounded; their few 
horfes completely deftroyed ; and all this without 
_ gaining a fingle inch of ground. The patriotic 
army would have recovered its lofs, and even 
tripled its numbers in the winter: on the Duke’s 
part, it would therefore have been a wanton facri-' 
fice of his men for nothing ; befides expofing to’ 
the greateft danger the important intere(ts com~ 
mitted to his care. In faét, had any lamentable 
accident made his King, his family, and that of the 
King of France prifoners in Champagne Pouilleufe,* 
how could he have then juftified himfelf before the. 
tribunal of Europe and of poftericy ? ae 


Thefe certainly are the great hinges upon which 
the juftification faid to be now preparing by the 
Duke of Brunfwick muft turn; a joftification, 
however, which he ought to decline making, as it 
can have no more effect than both the manifeftos 
which he publifhed on entering and on quitting 
France; a juftification, which will only ftrike 


* This, if literally tranflated, would be Joufy Champagne, % 

«comical fort of epithet, but yet fuch a one as George II. gave to 

Lewi/bam in Kent, on his firft pafhng through it. 
“Fr | 
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hege®s}. already covered with fores, juft as his 
ffienaces to plunderers ferved only to alarm people 
of property who expected his affiftance and pro- ; 
tection. 


.The number of thofe, who blame the Duke, if 
much greater than of thofe, who ftrive to juftify’ 
him. Yet, amidft the exaggerations of their four- 
nefs and difappointment, it is eafy to perceive, 
that his conduét in general has been weak and in-- 
fignificant during the whole campaign ; and that 
he was guilty of military blunders, of the moft 
glaring evidence. When he reached Verdun, on 
the 2d of September, a general confternation being 
then fpread all over France; La Fayette having 
fled from his army wavering between the conftitu- 
tion and the republic ; that army being left with- 
out officers, without public fpirit, without any. 
body to form their lines, or to form their opinions; 
and the horried butcheries at Paris adding to the 
confternation of our leaders and to the number of. 
auxiliaries that joined in the combined armies ; at 
this juncture, the Duke of Brunfwick, inftead of 
profiting by fo favourable a turn of men’s minds 
that are as-eafily depreffled by any difafter as they 
are elevated by any fuccefs, did not fend off any 
detachment of cavalry to feize upon the defiles of 
Argonne; he remains, on the contrary, five days 
locking at the poft of the //ectes, while Dumourier, * 

the 
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the very next morning aften bis.atrival.at Grandpré- 
with feventeen thoufand volunteers; difpatched his’: 
van-guard to fecure that.poft, which decided. the 


! fate of Europe. 


\ Kellerman was coming flowly to Dumourier’s 
help: being obliged to keep to the fouth of Ver- 

dun, and to change his camp every day, but never 
removing mote than. ten leagues to effect his pur- 

pofe, nothing was eafier than to prevent that junc- 

tion behind the Jflettes. Dumourier fends, ‘at.the 

fame time, for Bournonville with feventeen: thous. 
fand men; he breaks up the camp at Maulde, in 
{pite of every clamour againit it ; his troop is re- . 
cruited on its march ; and he arrives on the fif- 

teenth of September at the head quarters. Thus. 
time is allowed to bring together the armies, the 
volunteers, and provifions ; "and as courage is no- 

thing more than a confcioufnefs of ftrength, and 

that confidence it infpires, the ardour of the 

French army, who fee reinforcements coming 

every day, and who hear of decrees for making 

camps every where to cover their retreat, their 

ardour, I fay, is increafed ftill more in proportion 

to the increafing uncertainty and fluctuations of 
their enemies, 


By degrees this army amounts to eighty thou- 
“fand mea under the gsommand of the Generals 
Dumourier, 
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Dumeutier, Kellerman, Bournonville, Dillon, 
Galbaut, and Chazot; and the number of the 
combined armies, taken altogether, was reduced, 


on the 20th of September, to feventy-eight thou- 
fand five hundred men. * 


Dumourier, on his arrival, had fecured, as I be- 
fore intimated, the poft of the [fettes; and ens 
camped with Grandpré on the left, and Varennes 
on his right, placing a body of feven thoufand 
men at Vouzy, under the command of Chazot. 
The Duke of Branfwick was urged to make an 
attack: he told the Baron de Breteuil at Verdun, 
if they remain till the 12th they will be exterminated ;. 
and if I do not attack them in front, I foall get round 
them. 


Clairfayt had feized upon Stenay. It was not 


* 40,000 Pruffians, under the command of the Duke of. 
Brunfwick, of Prince Hohenlohe, and of Kalk- 


reuth. a 
13,000 Auftrians, under the command of General Clair. 
fayt. 


13,000 Ditto, command by Prince Hohenloke. 
6,500 Heffians, 
6,000 Emigrants, forming the army of the princes, 


78,500 
The remaining 30,000 formed the garrifons of Longuy, of 
Verdun, of Bricy, of Etain, and Grandpré, ov were fick in the 
hofpitals. ; 
> ull 
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till the oth that the Duke of Brunfwick, inftead of 
going ftrait forward to fall upon ‘Dillon at the 
Ifettes, marched off to the right, and encamped 
within nine leagues of him at Landres upon the 
river Aire. He remained there four days without 
‘examining Dumourier’s pofition at Grandpré, on 
the conflux of the Aifne and the Aire. Meantime 
the Auftrian prince Hohenlohe, fetting off with 
‘thirteen thoufand men by the main road from 
Verdun, places himfelf directly before the J/ettes. 
The Heffians advance to Varennes, and occupythat 
polt. Clairfayt marches forward from Stenay through 
Lacroix to the wood where Chazot was incamped ; 
kills eight hundred of the French troops ; lofes in 
the battle Prince Charles de Ligne; and fixes him- 
felf at Vouzy. 


The army of the emigrants fets off from Verdana, 
and comes to encamp at Buzancy. 


When Dumourier faw they were thus getting 
round him, he made an excellent retreat, and 
marched acrofs Champagne Pouillenfe, ordering alt 
the bridges over the Marne to be broke down 
behind him: he quickly effe&ted a junction with 
Chazot and Bournonville, in order to fall back into 
the woods of Sainte Menebould, and of the Ilettes, 

, not expecting to be attacked on his march. 
Qa 
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_Ma the roth in the evening, the Pruffian arziy 
«Kaving their baggage on the other fide of the 
Aifue, by a forced march got np to Dumourier in 
the open field, within two leagues of the woods 
of Sainte Menehould.—On the fame day, the emi- } 
grants, by an extraordinary march of eleven leagues’ 
in’ the night, paffed by Vouzy, and came to encamp 
- between Suippe and Sommetourbe, two leagues be- 
hind the Pruffian army. Clairfayt alfo paffed by 
Vouzy, and keeping nearer to the Jifne, rejoined, 
but too late, the Pruffian army. 


/ 

The King of Pruffia arrives: the army difplays 
its ten columns in five minutes, in the moft beau- 
tiful order ; fixes its artillery ; and begins the en- 
gagement with Kellerman, who had joined Du- 
mourier. Thefe two armies together amounted to 
fixty thoufand men. 


A general action was expected on both fides ; 
but the Duke of Brunfwick contented himfelf with 
keeping up a cannonade for feven hours, without 
coming to the fmall arms; and fixed an extraor- 
dinary night-guard on the fpot. This engage- 
ment, on which the fate of Europe depended, coft 
the combined armies a hundred and fifty men and 
two hundred and fifty horfes. The French loft 
fix hundred men ; but this difparity of lofs was 
not fo much owing to the expertnefs of the Pruf- 

fian - 
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© gunners, as to the fall of a mill, and the ex- 

pletion of fome powder-waggons, During the 

' whole cannonade, the King of Pruffia, the Duke 
of Brunfwick, and their fons were continually ex- 
pofed to the fire. The king was particularly re- 
markable and ran the greateft rifks. He there had. 
‘the mortification to fee the regiment of Saxe-Wei- 
mar, and two batallions of infantry fhrink from 
the fire ofthe patriots. In vain did he cry out to 
them: * My lads, do not ftoop your heads : it is 
nothing.” . When fome of the officers remontftrat- 
ed with him on his expofing himfelf too much, he 
replied; “ My foldiers take a pleafure in feeiag 
me at their head.” His perfonal bravery and his 
example did not prevent his army from being fur- 
paffed in difcipline and firmnefs by Kellermann’s 
line, upon which the artillery of the enemy did 
not make the fmalleft impreffion. This inferiority 
of the King of Proffia’s army determined the 
clofe of the action. In order completely to rally 
them, it was not enough that the King and Duke 
were at their head ; the cane was obliged to go to” 
work both upon their heads and backs with un- 
ceafing rigour. 


Clairfayt, coming up after the cannonade, en- 
camps on the field of battle at Valmy, having on 
his left the Pruffian camp at Hans, and on his right 

* the Pruffian van-guard, under the command of 
Hohenlohe, 
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Hohérilohe, on the road to, and within four leaguee’ 
of Chalons. 


Dumourier withdrew in the night, and pofted 


himfelf admirably, with the J/lertes en potence on. 


his mght, while his left flank was covered by a re- 
doubt of eighteen pieces of cannon on an emi- 


nence running along from the Chalons road to’ 


Sainte Menehould. 


In this pofture of the adverfe armies, thofe par- 
leys or negociations were fet on foot, which have 
appeared, and will appear a riddle in hiftory. We 
muft not inconfiderately attempt to explain this 
enigma, We muft wait in filence till time re- 
thoves the veil that covers it. If we confider, on 
the one hand, that the poifan of jacobinifm began to 
{pread its deadly influence in the Pruffian army ; 
that the King’s fons, and the Duke of Saxe-Weimar 
were all day converting with fome of the patriots : 
that the fruits of France were continually paffing 
from Dumourier’s camp to that of the Pruffians ; 
and that it was neceflary to fend an efcort with the 
trumpets going to and coming from the French 
camp: if, on the other, we attend to the pofition of 
the Auftrians, fo fituated that the provifions they 
got from Verdun were to be brought eleven leagues 
before they reached Hans; and obferve farther, 

that 
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shat the mortality of the horfes increafed every 
day’; that the unceafing rain had broke up all the 
road; that the convoys, being obliged to come 
through qaugmires four or five feet deep, were 
five days in reaching their place of deftination, 
: ,While parties of light horfe, fent out by Dumou- 
rier between Hans and Varennes, intercepted a 
part-of them ; that the troops in want of provifions 
fometimes for three days together, abandoned them- 
felves to diforder and to pillage, which nothing 
could reftrain ; and the exceffes of which brought 
on peftilential difeafes: if, I fay, we duly weigh 
all thefe matters, we may perhaps penetrate inta 
the fecret motives that occafioned the firft fufpen- 
fion of hoftilities; and animofity will ceafe to 
afcribe it to infamous feductions, or to the Duke’s 
fuppofed hatred of the emigrants and the princes, 
Thedifmiffion of Schullembourg from the office of 
minifter to his Praffian majefty, to make way for 
Lucchefini, the Italian, will then be no longer re- 
garded but as a change which was occaftoned by 
Schullembourg’s want of abilities at Berlin to direct 
the reinforcements, and to keep up the fpirits of 
the people. In fhort, the memorial fent by Du- 
mougier to the King of Pruffia will be confidered 
in no other point of view than as a ftratagem of 
war, or as one of thofe manceuvres employed fince 
the revolution by the rebel leaders, to divide 


' whatever 
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whatever they wanted to deftroy. The ane 
Pruffia had too great an intereft at flake, his cr6wn 

, and his reputation, to become the dupe of fulfome 

flattery, or of the delufive promifes of a general 
who could not anfwer for the performance of a 

fingle article, and could not be fure of one man, 
in his whole army. Befides, who can fay, that 

the political, moral, and military charaéter of the’ 
Duke of Brunfwick was ever before called in quef- 

tion? Let us hope, that new vidtories will foon re- 

pair the faults, which appear on the firft glance; 

and let us refpec&t his motives, for it is impoffible 

to fuppofe, that he could have intended to clofe 

his own glorious career with infamy, and to betray, 

from fordid views, the hope and the intereft of 
all kings, and with them the peace and happinefs 

of all focieties. 


Yet, if the Duke of Brunfwick’s misfortune 
abliges to be more circumfpect in whatever may 
throw the fmalleft afperfion on his moral chara¢ter, 
hiftory has neverthelefs many reproaches to make 
him, and fome weighty faults to lay to his charge. 
Not to repeat here what I have already faid of the 
flownefs of his firft military operations from the 
time he left Treves: and not to dwell upon the 
ridiculous fiege of Thionville, which he permitted 
the emigrants and the Auftrians to undertake 

Walndas 
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Without artillery? ; he will ever be called to an ace 
coust for the cruel diftinéion he made in his cartel 
for the exchange of prifoners between his own {ol- 
diers, and the emigrants. In vain will he fay, 
that Dumourier would never have acceded to the 


‘ claufe in favour of thofe whom he called French 


tebels: the Duke of Brunfwick. had acknowledged 
thefe rebels as his foldiers, and he was bound in 
honour to make the fame ftipulations for them as 
for his own men. He will never exculpate him- 
‘felf from the murder of the nine unfortunate men 
executed at Paris, by faying, or even by writing, 
that they had done every thing that could incur dif- 
efeem. There is a time, when invectives againgt — 
men will not anfwer any purpofe: if Dumourier 
had fome kind of reafon for treating as rebels thofe 
unfortunate outlaws, how did they incur the infa- 
my of fuch an odious name, but by the long chain 
of intrigues which hindered the king’s eldeft bro- 
ther from declaring himfelf regent of the kingdom, 
and from ere¢ting the royal ftandard on his enter- 
ing France? Could any men, who joined that fa- 
cred banner, during the King’s captivity, be treated 


* They had only one twelve pounder, and two mortar pieces, 
which could not difcharge a bomb to the diftance of four hun- 
dred yards. This will enable us to form a juft eftimate of the 
great renown gained upon that occafion’ by the patriot General 


' Felix Wimpffen. 
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as rebels? And has not the invariable condu& t of" 
tte Baron de Breteuil in acting as his majefty’s Te- 
prefentative, contrary to the opinion of the ableft 
civilians, proved a ftumbling-block of deftruction to 
the French nobility, té the royal dignity, to the 
lives of theemigrants, and pethaps tothar of Lewis “ 
XVI. whom the rage of his enemies already repre-" 
fents as guiding with far-ftretched, but invifiblé’ 
arm, a meafure fo unworthy of him? And were 
the princes really capable of all that levity which 
flander has taken a delight in laying to their charge 
for the laft two years, they now command our re- 
fpect by the double perfecution which oppreftes 
them, and our admiration by tle dignity with 
which they fupport their misfortunes, 


But to return to my furvey of military and po- 
litical events. After the aétion of the 2oth, the 
great objet was to repair the honour of the Pruf- 
fian arms, and to renew the attack. Orithe 27th, 
a council of war was called, at which thirteen ge- 
nerals were prefent. The Duke laid before them 

* the fituation of the French and of his own army : 
he faid, that fufficient provifions were come to latt 
till the third of OG&ober. The Marthal de Caftries, 
who fpoke next, voted for an engagement, and in- 
fifted on the importance of an aétion which would 
give them the honours of the day. All the other 
members of the council concurred in the fame \ 
opinion : 
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Spivion: the king himfelf withed fot a battle, and 
{poke very well upon the fubje&y the Duke of 
Brunfwick alone thought otherwife: he yielded, 
however, to the opinion of the council, and faid ta 
M. d’Autichamp, ‘ one point then is fettled, the 

battle i is to be on the 29th.” M. de Clairfayt wifhed 
to make an attack with his Hungarians only : the 
Count d’ Artois was eager, at the head of the French 
nobility, to diflodge the enemy from the redoubt 
of Gifancourt, which the Duke of Brunfwick had 
Iet Dumourier take poffeffion of and fortify..Seme 
geheral officers, who had rcconnoitred that poft, 
perceived that the redoubt was not fenced by pale 
lifades, and thought it might be carried, by facri- 
ficing a few files of the gentry. Kellermann’s 
camp, which formed the left wing, was much 7x 
pofed, and very eafy to be cut off in an extent of 
more than two leagues. Orders were given for 
‘the 2gth.....the troops are in motio.1....two cou» 
riers atrive..,..the fatal retreat is founded.....* 


* The Duke has fiace fai:i, that he had only fix hours on that 
day to give battle in. What, then, hindered him from availing 
himfelf of thofe fix hours ? 

The above are not the only inftances which might be given of 
the unaccountable want of vigour in the Duke’s military opera-. 
tions—Oa the isth of September, he and his army were pofted 
in a diret line, north aud fouth, between Verdun and Clermont. 
Dumourier was on his right flank, in the narrow paffes between 

I ebe hills of Grandgré; and made a motion to quit this pott, and 
Za go. 
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“Dhus: was terminated, almoft without a blows 
this campaign, upon which the eyes of all Eufope_ 
were fixed, and on which the order and future 
flability of all governments feemed to depend. 
Thus, in fad, vot only impunity, but a kind of 
fanction was given to all the crimes that had. 
covered France with infamy and blood for three 
years paft. The military fyftem of Europe was 
annihilated in one day, with the difcipline of the 
Pruffian army. The retreat took place, but in bad 
order, and-with general pillage and licencioufnels, 
The Heffians, who formed, as it were, the chord 
that joined both extremities of the circular fegment 
traced by the army on its return to Verdun the 
fame way it went, plundered alike the vanguard, 
and the rearguard. Five hundred Huffars would 
have deftroyed the whole army in this retreat. 
Dumourier fec off immediately for Verdun, from 


go towards Sainte Menchould, to join Kellerman who was coming 
from Virry. In this movement, 1500 Pruffians. put to route 
10,000 of Dumourier’s army. This general has fince confeffed, 
that if the blow was followed up, and the purfuit continued, his 
whole army muft have been broken. He rallied it, however, as 
well as he could, and went to Saiute Menebould, where he effected 
that junction, which it was fo eafy to prevent. 

‘The Duke of Brunfwick advanced towards Sainte Manchould, 
ftrait before Clerment ; but halted facing the valley of Gi/ancourt. 
Dumourier drew up in order of battle on the rifing ground on 
the oppofite fide. Nothing more remained to be done but to 
crofs the valley : negociations were opened. aa \ 

which 
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Which he was diftant only four leagues. Forta«: 
‘nately, Hohenlohe, who was pofted with his Auf- 
trians all along by the J/etzes, fell back to an emi- 
nence which covers Verdun, and there with fifteen. 
_ thoufand men checked the cateer of an army whieh; 
threatened that city and its magazines. The ree. 
treat was totally effected on the 23rd of October; 
ahd the Proffian army, fince fcattered up and down, 
and loft in the cleftorates, lias left no traces of its 
exiftence. It feems to have difappeared in can- 
tonments and garrifons: people are every where 
afking what is become of it; and wonder they. 
cannot find even any vettiges of its difperfion, = +, 


The unchecked and unpunithed plunder com-, . 
mitted by the Heffians had fet the example to, all 
the Proffian army. They robbed even their.own 
king, his general, and efpecially th: emigrants, Jg ~ 
was in confequence of this diforder that thofe pa- 
pers of correfpondence were feized; and, which, 
having been fince publifhed by the patriots, have 
kindled up afreth the flames of enmity, and occa~ 
fioned new decrees of impeachment. But what , 
ought more particularly to excite the grief and. 
pity of every humane and feeling breaft were ‘the ; 
rifks, the torments, the diftreffes, the robberies of 
every kind which the emigrants experienced in 
this. humiliating retreat. Mifery, defpair,. and 

’ death are the only profpects before tneny; and 
Z3 fome 
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fome of them are already gone to afk the latys 
from their countrymen. One would think there 
was fome boundary at which human ferocity mutt 
ftop ; yet the {peethes and writings of the new 
republicans are full of a barbarous and infuliing 
triumph over thofe unfortunate creatures: itis like 
the frantic joy of favages dancing round the bodies 
of the flain. 


The Duke of Brunfwick will complain, no 
doubt, of his having been deceived by the emi- 
grants refpecting the nature of the refources they 
promifed him in France, and the difpofitions of the 
people. The emigrants will fay, in their turn, that 

‘ e@urage calls forth courage ; that elevation or de- 
“preffjon are ‘the two elements that compofe the 
charaCter of Frenchmen; that a blow ought to 
have been ftruck vigoroufly and quickly, in order 
fpeedily to gain warm and numerous partifans ; 
and that, above all, it was neceflary to hold out 
acertain flandard and fyftem of government, round 
which they might rally, inftead of making them a 
band of rebels, whom every body was afraid to 
join. With regard to the camps at Paris, Mons, 
Soiffons, and Chalons, with the pompous praifes of 
which the news papers, as well the fpeeches of all 
the orators in the Affembly were every day filled, 
we need only caft an eye on the ftate of thofe en- 


campments 
+ 
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‘campments at the beginning of September, to be. 
{atisfied how litle they were to be dreaded. 


Luckner, the nominal generaliffimo, came.to 
take upon him the command of the camp at Gha- 
. fons, after the capture of Verdun, We found no- - 
tbody there; and it is afferted that the old general, 
“then feventy years of age, fhed tears for the firlt 
time.—In five ‘days, fixty thoufand country people 
came to him, without guns, and almoft without 
cloaths: he fent them away, not having it ia his 
power to equip them.—About the 15th of Sep- 
tember there came at length fome batalliong from 
Paris, with arms, but undifciplined, and who 
{poke only of cutting off the heads of the.general, 
the war-commiffioners, the army-contradtors, and 
even the municipal officers, Some commiffioners 
of the commonalty wonderfully feconded thofe 
fanguinary difpofitions, They refufed to go and 
join Dumourier’s army. Luckner was diftraéted. 
At length about twenty-five thoufand national; 
guards come, who prepare to fet off for Kellerman’s 
and Dumourier’s. Luckner begins to recover 
breath and {pirits, when he is ordered by a decree 
to Paris, where he had anly his own misfortunes 

to hed tears for, and to tremble for his life. 


The camp at Soifons confifled of about four or 
five thoufand wretches, without arms, without 
Z 4 fhoes, 
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thoes, and even without cloaths, performing their 
exercife with flicks, and making themfelves talked 
of only by their aéts of outrage, and their accufa- 
tions. - ; . 


At Meaux, there never was a fingle foldier in the, 
camp. Nothing was feen going forward there, but 
horfes and waggons carrying facks of flour from 
Paris. There was plenty of provifions however. 

The camp at Paris did not deferve the name of 
acamp. One would fuppofe that the plan of it 
had been traced out by the engineers of the Duke 
of Brunfwick himfelf. Above a ycar would have 
been neceflary to complete it; and five hundred 
thoufand men wou!d have been hardly fufficient to 
defend it. All the military and the people who 
had arms, having fet off from Paris, there was no- 
body in this camp but mechanics and labourers, 
‘with’ M. Berruyer for their general, and Dugazon, 
a player, for his aide-du-camp. Not one foldier 
was there amongft them. 


During all this time the executive council of 
the republic were deliberaring with anxiety enough, 
what place they fhould fix upon to retreat to with 
the national treafure, the affembly, and the King 
asa hoftage. What vexation the acknowledge- 
ments fince made of thefe facts muft have given 

the 
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the Duke of Brunfwick ! How they muft ‘have © 
undeceived him in his idea of the infallibility of 
his favourite proverb; Ghe va piano, va fano. The 
immente ftores of provifions, that were thus placéd 
in a line along his road, feemed to be fo ordered 
_. by providence for the fupply of his army ; but he 
ovght to have concurred with the kind difpofitions 
of that providence by more vigorous and aftive 
meafures, than the idle and tedious ceremonies of 
re-inftating the Bifhop of De/nos in his epifcopal 
fee. me 


After this lamentable retreat, all governments, 
led into error by vain hope, begin to be alarmed 
for their own exiftence ; and are on the point of 
feeing French anarchy triumph over all their efforts. 
Joined in.a mutual bond under the Duke of Brunf- 
wick’s flandard in the month of September, they = 
now feem to have no firm prop, or center, of = 
union; and unlefs fome great event, very hard to 
be forefeen, takes place, we can only announce to 
them their approaching downfall. The aim of the 
French revolution begins to difcover itfelf more 
and more: this manifeft aim is robbery 5 and the 

_ inftruments for accomplifhing it are lawyers and 
attorneys. Agents, therefore, and leaders will not 
be wanted and, in every country, the fame fo- 
phiftry will give a fanétion in the fame words to 

/ the fame aéts of rapine. Let therefore all ‘the 

thinking 
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sritiking part of the people and all.the men af 
Sproperty now join the governments who are not 
yet attacked: let them devote to their fupport 
three fourths, if neceffary, of all their property, in 
order to fave the remainder: let private parties, 
animofity, or revenge ‘be extinguifhed in that Ber. 
neral concern which requires their union: but, 
above all, let them by their celerity, and the joint 
vigour of their exertions, encourage and facilitate 
‘the efforts of adminiftration, which is nothing 
without them, as they are nothing without it: 
and, far from trifling with their duty and their 
principles, let them be particularly impreffed with 
this maxim, that when the paffons of the mob are 
once put in motion by the ALLUREMENT OF PLUN- 
DER, it is no longer in the power of REASON to check 
their impetuofity. A fironger mode of convition muff 
then be had recourfe to: PROCLAMATIONS can be of 
no avail: TERROR and SEVERITY alone are to be 
employed againfi the 1nnavators. Woe be to thofe, 
who are not firuck with the force of this eternal truth! 


A revolutionary ferment in a corrupt age is ne- 
ceffarily the forerunner of all the calamities that 
have at different periods defolated the face of the 
earth, In a prudent and fevere adminiftration, 
the efforts of people end in bringing every one to 
his proper place. But fhould this adminiftration 
be overturned by robbers, or by orators, or by\ 

both 
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agitation and violence, till wars, having rendered 
armies neceflary,. thofe armies having formed 
Ieaders, and the divifion of the {poils having fer 
thofe leaders to quarrel one with another, weak. 
human nature isat length obliged to {eek for peace 
ubder the quiet defpotifm of the mot fuccefsful 
ef thofe generals; and happy that part of mankind 
may think themfelves, if, in order to force them 
to fuch fubmiffion, they are not doomed to pafs 
through the long train of afflictions preparing for 
us, through diftrefs, butchery, famine, and peftis 
lence ! 


Such is the fate that now threatens France, our 
unfortunate country, as well as that part of Exrope 
the has already begun to invade. Let it not be 
imagined that her progrefs is to be checked by 
negociations. Was not Monrefquiou ruined for 
having united to the misfortune of his name the 
imprudence of making treaties: Did not Dillon 
experience the fame fate for parlying with the 
Landg:ave of Heffe ? Who would be mad enough 
to rely on the faith of a nation, that having alread 
forfworn its firft oath of allegiance to its King, 
afterwards violated the oath it had fpontaneoufly 
taken to a conftitution of its own framing and 
choice ? After two fuch inftances cf perjury, what 
fecurity can any people have that fuch a nation 

will 
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Wit¥inake them free, and will not bow them downg 
#8 the yoke of defpotifm? Did- not that nation 
guaranty property, at the time of its overturning- 
government, the only natural and seal fecurity;' 
aad was not property afterwards violated with im-:, 


punity ?” 


} Wes, Prepeat it, England alone excepted, Eu- 
rope cannot now efcape defpotifin, and the mis~; 
fortunes that bring.it on. She has held our her 
arms to embrace the principles of the French revo- 
Jution : they have found the way into every heart! 
Whar will be the confequence ? Nations will lofe 
their liberty by the very means they make ufe of 
wmacquire it. In fact, the republics that are now 
going to be formed, will be incorporated with 
‘France, or will remain independent. If they can 
remain, free to govern themfelves at home, ftill the 
National Affembly will continue to be, as it were; 
the center, and will give the impulfe that is to re, 


_* Among the number of thefe violations of property, we muft 
certainly reckon the late decrees which have been pafied for con- 
fifcating the eftates of emigrants without diftinétion. In the o!d 
fyftem of our law, the accufer was obliged to prove his charge 
ut now an information is given in, and punifhment is inflicted 
upon’a negative proof; a thing never heard of till the prefent 
times. After this, can it be auy matter of furprife, that nene are 
left but the poor, in the revelution-fa/e of that word; and that 
Marat fheuld have taken fer his motto, #¢ vedeat mifiris, abcat 
JSortuna fisher is 2 

gulate 
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gulate their motions, -Fhey. will follow the fame 
wanderings; repeat the fame errors; with for the 
fame fort of government, and, like the Affembly, 
deflroy its active power; perpetuate jealoufy be- 
tween the governed and their governors; and keep 
up every where a clath of interefts, but no exercife 
of authority. Thus at length rivalthip, envy, 
hatred, revenge, with all. the paffions that cam 
{pring from talents, opinions, manners, neigh- 
bourhood, commerce, and a thoufand other rela- 
tions, will occafion quarrels, explofions, wars, 
armies, generals, death, famine, peftilence, and 
at laft, a military diGtator. If, on the contrary, 
thofe republics incorporate themfelves with France, 
they muft fhare in the miferies by which the is 
already rent afunder: they muft chufe, as well as- 
dhe, between a Robefpierre and a Briffot: they 
muft, like her, fabmit to the tyranny of fome oné 
individual: and happy will they be, if they caa ~ 
run quickly to hide their pretended fovereignty 
under the thadow of his power. és 
Univerfal war is now. therefore the only profpect 
to which Europe can look forward. Dreadful 
truth ! and who is tobe the man, powerful enough 
_ toover-rule opinion, and to fubdue his rivals. Cuf- 
tine and Dumourier are beginning their career: 
they have already repelled the moft formidable ar- 
mies of Germany ; and already our fufpicious re-> 
publicans 
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publicans begin to fear they {ee in thofe viotiout® 

_-S¥oops the armies of Cafar and Pompey. Bur the: 
lucky Dumoutier is a man of more genius than:: 
his colleague : he is better beloved by his foldiers ; 
and has alfo a greater number of victories and of | 
important fervices to boat of. He has forefight, 
bravery, activity, in thort every thing that can al- 
Jure and attach Frenchmen. He hurries away 
from Flanders to Champagne witha handful of 
troops to face the Duke of Brunfwick: with only 
ten thoufand men, he overturns all the plans of: 
the combined powers: thus, to ufe the words of 
Bourdaloue, fpeaking of a fuccefsful ufurper, one 
grain of fand, moved out of its place, deranged in an 
inflant projects of the greateft magnitude: he beats off,. 
he difperfes the foreign armies: he contents him- 

‘ felf with fending his lieutenants in purfuit of them : 
he returns in triumph to Paris: he fpends the 
night with his old profligate companions in all the - 
exceffes of diffipation : from this bacchanalian res. : 
vel he tnarckes away into Brabant: he fays, he is - 
going to take up his winter-quarters at Bruffels: in 
lefs then a fortnight, he enters that city, after a - 
victory, which can only be compared to that of . 
the great Condé at Nordlingen: and, as if every 
thing in this revolution was to be extraordinary, 
he hares the honours of the triumph with Baptifte, 
his foorman. Dumourier’s fucceffes mutt of courfe 
give him immenfe influence. It is therefore in the 

. hands 
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‘hands of Dumourier alone that we can perceive 
"that bolt of power, which, like the bolt of heaven, 
_ will, fooner or later, beat down and melt into a 
common mafs all the jarring elements of the 
French government. Upon him alone the Con-- 
vention now build all their hopes. If the two par« 
ties there (hould come to an open rupture, and that 
one of them fhould call in his help, if he ats with 
confiftency, he will cruth them both, one after the 
other : but above all things, let him not ftop half-- 
“way 3 and the.crown will then be at his difpofal. 


Such is the political picture of the ftate of Eu- 
rope for the laft two months, and at prefent. Pro- 
perty is every where likely to fink in the ftruggle 
with pretended principles, which are only thofe of 
anarchy. All laws, all inftitutions are going to be 
fubverted. The whole world fhould then take up: 
arms in defence of property, and of government. 
If fuccefsful guilt was to be fuffered with impu- 
nity every where to {pread the fame havoc and de- 
folation as in my unhappy country, then fhould 
the brave man attend only to che fuggeftions of his 
defpair. 


And like th’ immortal Cato, when befet 

With murder, treafon, facrilege, and crimes, 
Should nobly dare to find himfelf a paffage 

From this fad world, th’ abode of guilt and forrow. 


LATE PICTURE OF PARIS. 





CHAP. V. 


Proceedings of the National Affembly on the roth of 
Angufi, 


HE Houfe met at two o’clock in the torn- 
ing; and, from that time, the Affembly 
became permanent till the 2oth of September, 
when the National Convention was opened; an 
gra, on which the French revolution began with 
active power to diffufe its {pirit and propagate its 
doétrines throughout Europe; an era ever memo- 
rable for the retreat of the foreign armies out of 
‘the territories of France, for the invafion of foreign 
territories by the French armies, for the abolition 
of royalty, and the beginning of the trial of the. 
royal family. 


Three fucceffive ptefidents filled the chair on 
that day. It is curious enough to obferve that M. 
VoL.L Aa Merlet, 
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Merlet, the prefident for the fortnight, fhrunk 
from the difcharge of his duty on that particular 
occafion; and that his vice-prefident alfo left it 
to three attorneys, one after the other, Vergniaud, 
Gaudet, and Genfonné, the three great leaders of | 
the deputation of Gironde. At fuch a crifis their 
beft men were to ftand forward; nor could the 
confpirators intruft the honours and the authority 
of the Aand-bell to a Feuillant, or to any man of 
moderate fentiments. 


Though fome of the members met at the before- 
mentioned early hour, yet their number was not 
fufficient to make a houfe, or to affume their deli- 
berative character before feven o’clock. There 
were not above thirty of them together in the 
courfe of the night. Thefe kept walking up and 
down the hall, or making a buftle in their com- 
mittee-rooms, or hearing informations, or fome- 
times ftepping into the Zhuilleries. They all be- 
trayed great uneafinefs. Merlin was the moft bufy 
amongft them. Very few of the Feuillants ven- 
tured on that night to appear at their poft. The 
report of the alarm-gun, and the ringing of the 
bell for the fame purpofe warned them of the near 
overthrow of their fo much boafted conftitution : 
they knew very well it was no longer worth their 
while to defend it: they abandoned it therefore to 
its fate. 

I have 
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T have already told the reader, that Petion, the 
mayor of Paris, having found means to inform the 
Affembly, that he was in fome fort confined in the 

 Yhuilleries by a numerous detachment*of the na- 
tional guards, who wanted to keep with thema 
re(ponfible magiftrate, in order to give a legal 
fanction to their intended refiftance, the few mem- 
bers, who happened to be then in the hall, thought 
themfelves competent to pafs a decree, which fet 
the mayor at liberty, by ordering him to appear at 
their bar, under a pretence of giving them an ac- 
count of the meafures he had taken for the main- 
tenance of public fecurity. Petion fpoke, and 
withdrew. His place at the bar was foon filled by 
a crowd of pretended deputies from the fections, 
that is to fay, by fome of the mob, who fucceeded 

one another in bringing intelligence to this fhadow - 
of a legiflative body. Expreffes arrive from dif- 
ferent quarters of the town, fome in their fhirts, 
others panting and fweating, children, céal-men, 
porters from the markets and quays, all the rabble 
rufh to the bar to fwear and bellow, in the name 
of citizens. Yet this noife, tumult, and wild up- 
roar are reprefented in all the newfpapers next 
morning as the addreffes of orators deputed by dif- 
ferent fections of Paris, who inform the Houfe that the 
- popular ferment was at tts height ; that the difturbance 
in the fuburbs arofe folely from the people's convidiion 
that t be Court was engaged in counter-revolutionary 
Aa2 plots, 
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plots, and from their being now irritated at their own 
long fuffering fuch treachery on the part of the executive 
power. The clerks of the Affembly, more con- 
fiftent than the newfpaper-writers, made no men- 
tion of thofe reports in their minutes of the pro- 
ceedings. 


The Affembly, who had thought themfelves 
numerous enough to pafs a decree, when the ob- 
ject was to relieve Petion from his fears and his 
duty, refolved about fix o’clock, that their number 
was not fufficient to fend a deputation of their 

‘members to the King. Joly, the minifter in the 
law-department, claimed fuch a deputation, in the 
name of the King, in the name of the conftitution, 
in the name even of humanity: the legiflative 
body knows nothing of all thofe names; and the 
minifter goes back to the King to acquaint him, 
that an infulting order of the day was the only 
reply made to his Majefty’s defire of having fome 
of the members near his perfon. 


The pritoners, who were taken up in the courfe 
of the night and brought to the Feuillants, occas 
fioned a crowd in all the paffages that led to the 
hall of the Affembly ; and fome of the mob got 
into it, But feveral members, coming about feven_ 
o’clock, eftablifhed fome kind of order in this 
general tumult ; and the houfe then proceeded to 

bufinefs 
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bufinefs with two hundred of its members, and 
more than five hundred ftrangers who had taken 
their feats.. This was a renewal of the fcene of the 
sth of O&ober, when women and banditti fat 
down in confultation fide-by-fide with Mirabeau, 
to prepare for the labours of the night. 


Three municipal officers firft inform the houfe, 
that commiffioners, elefted by the forty-eight felions, 
had juft taken poffeffion of the Hotel-de-ville, where 
they erected themfelves into a common council ; 
turned out the old members; annulled all the 
municipality, except Petion, Manuel, and Dan- 
ton; iffued an order for arrefting Mandat, the 
commander in chief of the national guards; dif- 
organifed the eftablifhment of ftaff-officers; and 
appointed in the interim Santerre commander of 
the military at Paris, that is to fay, general of the 
infurrection. 


We have already feen in what manner this noc- 
turnal election of commiffioners by the fe@tions had 
taken place, while all the citizens wer; repairing, 
at the found of the alarm-bell, to their refpedtive 
batallions, to prevent the affaffination of the King, 
and the general plunder, which had been fpoken 
of feveral days before, 


Aa3 One 
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One of the members had courage enough to 
move, that the Affembly fhould pafs an immediate 
decree on the nullity, the illegality of the nomina- 
tion of thofe commiffioners, and of their proceed- 
ings——The Affembly was ignorant, or affected to - 
be ignorant of the new common council’s having 
caufed the unfortunate Mandat to be butchered : 
the’ cognizance of the whole bufinefs was hatftily 
referred to the committce extraordinary ; and the 
clerks, in their minutes of this proceeding, in 
order to palliate fo flagrant a breach of the conflti- 
tution, ftated, that the Affembly refolved to wait for 
farther information, well knowing that the people were 
to be Jet right by perfuafion, not by violent meafures ; 
and that, in the dangers which then threatened the 
commonwealth, it would have been imprudent to difmifs 
and alienate men who had it in their power to be of 
effential fervice. Thus then we fee Marat, Robef- 
pierre, Panis, Huguenin, Sergent, and Offelin ac- 
knowledged to be ferviceable men ! ' 


At this inflant intelligence is brought, that a falfe 
patrole, armed with blunderbuffes,* who had been taken 


up 

* TI have before explained what was meant by the word fale 
patrole: it confifted of thofe unfortunate young men, whom I 
mentioned 2s having been taken up one after another in the 
Champs Ehyfces. One of them happened to have a Jarge-barreled 
piftol, which gave rife to the itatement of their being armed 
with 
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up in the Champs Elyfées, and confined in the guard- 
houfe of the Feuillants, were furrounded by a great 
crowd of people-—The Affembly immediately decreed, 
that the perfons, fo confined, were under the fa aufeguard 
- of the law; and fent commiffioners to ‘perfuade the 
people to leave the punifhment of the guilty to the law 
alone * ;—yet thefe very commiffioners could not 
hinder the people from butchering, before theit 
eyes, eleven of thofe poor wretches ; but hoped to 
fhake off all refponfibiliey from their own fhoulders 
by faying, that they implored the fafeguard of the 
law,—the Jaw, of which they themfelves had de- 
ftroyed the energy, and rendered its execution im. 
poffible. Can we give the name of Jaw. to what 
has no ative power, and cannot be put in force ? 


The reader will recolle& the minifter’s having 
applied to the houfe for a deputation of fome o 
its members to protect the royal family from out 
rage. The matter was thus entered in the jour 
nals: The debate is refumed on the propofal to fend « 


with blunderbuffes: yet it was a grave affembly, in its deliber: 
tive charafer, that caufed thefe’ minutes to be printed, to te 
pofterity, that a falfe patrole, armed with blunderbuffes, he 
aétually been taken up. THe mob was to be impofed upon t 
ftrange and extravagant affertions. 


* The paffages, printed in Italics, are exaétly copied from tl 
minutes of the proceedings, as entered in the journals of 1 
houfe. 
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deputation of the members to flay with the King at the 
palace, or to invite him to repair with his family to the 
National Affembly ; upon which it is remarked, that 
the conftitation gave the King full liberty to come, 
whenever be thought proper, amofig the reprefenta- 
tives of the people; and, in confequence of this re- 
mark, the Affembly proceeds to the order of the day. 
What a humiliating and barbarous difcovery the 
Affembly here makes in the conftirution! Un- 
doubtedly, the King had a right to come when he 
pleafed to the Affembly: he came there, when his 
minifters forced him to declare war: he came 
there, when, by a delufive reconciliation, you made 
him hope, at the end of June, for fome days of 
peace and of happinefs; when you configned to 
the abhorrence and execration of the people all 
thofe who fhould ever dare to {peak of a republic 
in France ; and you now point out his having the 
fame liberty to come among you, when you know 
he can appear only as a fugitive running away from 
the daggers of affaffins. Your cruel difregard of 
his danger is farther manifefted by this circum- 
ftance : on hearing that the lives of fome pri- 
foners, whom you had placed under the fafeguard 
of the law, were expofed even within your own 
precinéts, you immediately fend commiffioners ; 
and you refufe the royal family the fame favor 
which you grant to fimple citizens. Death ftalks 
sound your walls: yet you invite there the mo- 

narch 
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narch whom you fwore to defend at ihe peril of 
your own lives! Cruel men! you then wifhed for 
his death! But you withed firft to enjoy his humi- 
liation, a hundred times worfe than death! 


The officer upon duty at the guard-houfe of the Feuil- 
lants comes to fay, that the people bad broke in upon 
bis poft, and that every thing was to be feared for the 
lives of the prifoners. The prefident gives new orders 
for their fafety: but he gives none for that of the 
royal family ! , 


A juftice of peace appears at the bar, to give notice 
that the King and his family, the members of the de- 
partment, and thofe of the municipality who were thea 
in the Thuilleries, were coming to the National Af- 


fembly, 


A municipal officer begs the Affembly to permit the 
King to come, attended by his guards, or at leaf to 
employ the latter in preferving a free accefs to the hall. 


The Affembly, fenfible that they want no other guard 
than the love of the people, only give orders to their 
commiffioners, who had the care of the hall, to redouble 
their attention to maintain good order within their 
precin&ts ; and farther confidering, that, outfide thofe 
walls, the police belonged to the civil magifirate, proceed 

to 
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to the order of the day, without taking any other notice 
Of the municipal officer’ s requeft. 


The King’s arrival is announced : in conformity to 
the conftiturion, a deputation of twenty-four members go - 
to receive him. 


He enters with bis family, and his minifters : JSeve- 
ral of his guards rub forward to follow him; and 
prefent ibeir bayonets: they want to force their way: 
some members of the Affembly flop them, and command 
them, in the moft energétic tone, to respec the temple 
of liberty : the armed troop retire. 

x 

Let us fetch breath for a moment. There were 
{till then fome good royalifts! They advance with 
the King into the hall of the legiflative body : half 
the members in a fright make off for the oppotite 
door; and it was folely in confequence of a re- 
mark made by fome of the moderate party, that 
the King’s fafety would be endangered by fuch 
condudt of the military, that the latter retired, 


The King takes his feat by the prefident’s fide : 
his family and two only of his minifters place 
theinielves in the arm-chairs before the bar, facing 
the prefident’s table, and which were defigned for 
the ufe of the minifters. The King faid, Gentlemen, 


Tom 
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Lam come here to prevent a great crime; and I think 
I cannot be fafer than among you, 


M. Vergniaud made the reply which we inferted 
-in the third chapter, page 206, 


The King and the royal family wént into the 
Logographic Box: they were followed there by the 
minifters, by four of the gentry, and by a fmalk 
number of faithful national guards. 


"Fhe council general of the department, who 
came with the King, prefented themfelves at the 
bar: M. Roederer was at their head: he informed 
the houfe, that, on hearing the alarm-bell, and the 
report of the cannon, he had repaired to the 
palace at midnight ; that M. Petion had alfo gone © 
thither at the fame hour; that the mayor having 
been afterwards ordered to attend the National 
Affembly, and the commander in chief having 
been called off by a fimilar order from the coin- 
"mon council, he (Roederer) was left alone at the 
palace, to take upon him the weighty charge of 
defending the King’s perfon, without knowing 
what was going on at the fame time either in the 
fuburbs, in the fections, or at the Affembly ; that 
a confufed kind of report brought informarion of 
the death of the commander in chief, and that a 
great concourfe of people having crowded into the 
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Carrousel, and the cannon having been, pointed 
againft the palace, the magiftrates had run thither, 
and yeminded the people of the riot-aét, which 
limited the number of petitioners to twenty ; that, 
for his own part, he, indeed, had given orders to, 
repel force by force, but that he advifed the na- 

. tional guards not to be the aggreffors, but to act 
folely on the defenfive ; and that, upon this decla- 
ration, the only anfwer made by the artillery-men 
was to fire off their cannon. 


M. Roederer was here interrupted by one of 
the mob, who faid, that the whole concourfe of 
the people would continue round the houfe till 
a decree fhould be paffed for dethroning the 
King. —— 


Behold now all the wifhes of the republicans 
gratified. —One daring ruffian reprefents for a mo- 
ment the entire French nation, you, me, the colo- 
nifts, all the landed intereft, abfent and prefent, 
paft and future: the collected wifdom of the 
kingdom {poke from the mouth of a fingle rioter, 
perhaps a forcigner : the Affembly fuffers the re- 
port it was receiving from a magiftrate to be inter- 
rupted: it fuffers its own liberty to, be threatened 
by an individual: it fcems to enjoy the infule 
offered. to it, and to court the very chains that 
were forging for its fervitude ! 
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Roederer refumes his fpeech, and tells the houfe, 
“© That the municipality being diforganifed, and 
« the commander in chief being no more, we no 
« Jonger found ourfelves capable of preferving the 
“ depofit intrufted to us. We therefore adviled 
“¢ the King to remove with his family to the Na- 
“ tional Affembly. Our force having felt, as it 
*¢ were, the effect of a paralytic ftroke, and being 
“© no longer in exiftence, we can have fuch pro- 
*‘teétion only as the National Affembly thall 
“* think proper to give us,” 


Inconfiftent magiftrate! couldft thou, one of the 
framers of the conftitution, be ignorant, that the 
fupremacy of power, eftablifhed by that very con- 
flitution, had affigned to the departments the func- 
tions of the municipalities, whenever the order of 
adminiftration fhould be interrupted either by the 
filence, inactivity, or infurreétion of the latter? 
And, in the military department, does not the 
command devolve on the next officer, in cafe of 
the General’s abfence, or death ? What muit be 
underftood then by this mean, and fervile fub- 
miffion to the caprice of a fa@tious mob? Yet can 
this Recderer, who calls himfelf a Jiberty-boy, be 
ignorant that the firft fundamental principle of 
liberty is, that the feveral powers of the ftate fhould 
be kept diftinct and independent of each other; 
and that every honeft man fhould die rather than 

fhrink 
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fhrink from his duty ? But how does the procureur 
fyadic of the department at? He wants a defpot : 
he finds one: he affects to humble himfelf before 
the fovereignty of the people; burt it is before 
Robefpierre that he bends the knee; for it is Ro- 
befpierre who ‘excited the infarre@tion, and who 
dire&ts the common council, which gives the law 
in its tura to the legiflative body. But in vain 
does Reederer ftrive to exculpate himfelf from fo 
many ignominious charges: he never can, with all 
his efforts, wath out the double ftain his character 
is blotted with. The people will never forget the 
order he gave to fire upon them ; and the King’s 
friends will always call him to account for having 
led the King, his family, and his glory, to the very 
feet of rebellion—What was the confequence ? 
Lewis XVI. fell out of the hands of Roederer into 
thofe of Manuel: only one day intervened be- 
tween his removal from the Thuilleries to his pri- 
fon; and Roederer did not even obtain, as the 
reward of having given him up, the infamous ho- 
nour of being afterwards named in the lift of his 


executioners, * 
What 


* T have dwelt the longer on this Roederer, as he may, and 
ought to be looked-upon as‘one of the moft unprincipled fellows 
in the revolution. Of amore frightful afpect even than Danton, 
or the late Mirabeau, he unites to the uglinefs of his looks all the 
features of falfhood and hypocrify. At the time of the difturb- 


ance on the zoth of June, Reederer could not difavow the mif- 
; condué& 
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What account does the National Affembly give 
of Reederer’s {peech? It contents itfelf with fay- 
ing that the procureur-general-syndic had informed the 
Assembly of the fteps taken on the preceding days, and 
during the night, to prevent all tumult: and that 
having requefted the farther orders of the Assembly, be 
solemnly declared, that the. department was ready te 
rifk their lives in carrying them into execution. Yt will 
be fuppofed, do doubt, that the Affembly would 
fend immediately to the rioters, to’ prevent the 
intended maflacre.—No fuch thing. —The Affem- 
bly muft itfelf be broke into: the ardour of the 
people mult be carried to the greateft height, be- 
fore it can warm the cold-blooded fury of their 
cowardly reprefentatives—The department are re- 
quefied to fit down during the debate. 


A municipal officer and an adjutant of the fixth 
legion of the national guards come to inform the 
houfe, that cannon were planted in the Carroufel 


conduét of Petion, and concurred in the vote of all the members 
of the department for fufpending him. But what muft have 
been the furprife of all his colleagues, when, upon reading his 
fummary of the bufinefs, he was found to afcribe all Petion’s 
mifconduét to the difficulty of circumftances, and to his juft hor- 
ror of fhedding the blood of the peop.e. Both a wit, and 2 
tebel, he was ambitious at the fame time of the fuccefs of Beau- 
metz, and of Robefpierre, of the influence of Manuel, and of 
the Bithop of Autun’sprofits : the wretch has only got the Paris 
Journal, 


againft 
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againft the palace, and that the people feemed 
preparing to ftorm it. One of the members then 
moves, that ten commiffioners may be appointed 
to go and harangue the people, in order to prer 
vent a battle, if poffible. 


In confequence of this motion, and that of ano- 
ther member, the following decree was paffed : 


The National Assembly puts under the safeguard of 
the people of Paris the security of persons and property: 
it orders twenty of its members to go to the places 
where the people are collected, to communicate to them 
the prefent decree, and to employ all perfuafive means ta 
reflore public tranquillity. 


It is farther decreed, that twelve commiffioners fhall 
repair to the town-hall, there to confer with the com- 
miffioners of the fections, and other perfons invefted 
with the confidence of the people, on the bef means of 
re-eftablifbing peace and good order. 


The prefident names the commiffioners who are 
to go to the palace, and to the town-hall. 


Thefe commiffioners fet off to execute the bufi- 

nefs intrufted to their care. 
M. Vergniaud reigns the chair to M, Guadet. 
Some 
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Some perfous in arms having got into the ball with 
the King, a decree is paffed, that no armed force fall 
be admitted there, Thofe perfons retire. 


The report of a cannon ts beard: the prefident puts 
on bis hat: a profound filence reigns in the Afembly: 
the commiffioners, who had been fent to the people, re» 
turn: they inform the houfe, that it-was impofible for 
them to penetrate to the place of battle, the people 
having crowded round them, and blocked up their . 
way. You feall not go,” faid they, “ to expofe your 
“© lives to the traiterous fire of the palace : we will not 
“* fuffer it: it is to the National Afembly that your 
“ duty calls you: it is there we Jball go to defend 
ae you.” . 


The National Affembly decrees, that all its members 
foall remain within its walls 3 that this is the pof, 
wohere it is their duty to fave their country, or to perifh 
with it., 


The reports of cannon redouble : volleys of 
mufket fhot ate added to them: fome national 
guards of the King’s efcort advance into the mid. 
dle of the hall: a difcharge of finall guns is heard 
on the terrace of the Feuiilants : it was the Swifs 
grenadiers who had juft received an order to let 
themfelves be difarmed, but who at leatt did not 
with, by furrendering their fufees charged, to fur- 
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nith the enemy with the means of inflicting im- 
mediate death. Some of thofe Swifs appear at the 
door of the hall: terror and confternation feize 
the Affembly: the people in the galleries fcream 
out; there are the Swifs; it is all over with us: 
they rufh headlong one upon another: an officer 
of the national guards runs up in wild diforder, 
crying out, we are formed. The people are heard 
fhouting on the terrace, vive /a nation, when the 
Swifs fired off their guns in the air: this fhout is 
echoed, as it were, mechanically in the hall, when 
they find that no danger exifts : and it is entered 
in the minutes of their proceedings, that, she Na- 
tional Assembly all rofe together, to anfwer to this 
foout, Vive la Liberty ! 


In vain would I endeavour to paint the confu- 
_fion that prevailed in the hall at this moment, 
The mob had broke into the galleries, and had 
forced their way through the committee rooms, 
and even through’ the windows: the feats of the 
members were covered with the populace: a great 
many impelled by fear, or curlofity, as well as 
fome of the rioters crowded together: all took a 
part in the debates and deliberations of the legif- 
lature. This ftate of popular tumult continued 
till the 20th of September. Yet in order to fpread 
over the proceedings of the houfe an air of gran- 
- deur and dignity it never had, we are told in the 
minutes, 
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minutes, that the Assembly continued its deliberations 
in perfed tranquility. 


In vain alfo could I endeavour to defcribe the 
King’s deep affliction on hearing the firft report of 
the battle. J bave given orders, cried he, forbidding 
them to fire. He then immediately dered M. 
Dubouchage, the minifter in the marine depart- 
ment, to make the Swifs come away from’ the 
palace to the National Affembly, there to receive 
from his Majefty fuch orders as circumftances 
might require.* The tears, which trickled down 

the 


* When the King determined to repair to the Affembly, he 
addreffed his minifters, and other perfons round him in thefe 
words, too little known, though ever memorable, Let us go, Gens 
dlemen ; there is nothing more to be done here. This was certainly 
giving the cleareft and moit pofitive order not to ftay in the 
palace, as nothing more was to be done there ; and if this order 
had been officially tranfmitted, as it ought to have been, to the 
Swifs officers, tq the national guards, and others, they would have 
all retired; the entrance of the palace would have been left open 
and free to every body; it would probably have been demolih- 
ed: but a fingle gun would not have been fired. Unfortunately 
the order was not tran{mitted, and was obeyed only by the per- 
Tons who heard it, and who accompanied the King to the Na- 
tional Affembly. The refult of this was, on the one hand, that 
the Swifs, the national guards, and all others who had gone to 
the palace to defend the King, fuppofed that he thought only of 
his own fafety ; and complained of his having abandoned them ; 
while, on the other hand, the peopte imagined, that the King, 
before he quitted the palace, had given orders for the refiftance 
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the Queen’s cheeks, fhewed the horror and uneafi- 
nefs fhe felt, without difcompofing her dignity. 
The tumult and confufion that prevailed all round 
her, the cannonade and the difcharge of mufketry 
which fhe heard, the fhocking language that affail- 
ed her ears, the weak guard that protected her, 
every circumftance led her to believe that her laft 
hour was come: the tears fhe fhed were for her 
children and thofe about her: the dignity and 
compofure of her own countenance were all that 
the had to oppofe to her aflaffins. 


The prefident communicates to the Assembly a letter 
reritten by the mayor to the municipal officers, acquaint- 
ing them, that being detained, and guarded by fentinels 
at the mayoralty, it was impoffible for bim to join them. 


The artifice is fo grofs that we need take no 
pains to lay it open. Every thing had been fettled 
the evening before between Sergent and Santerre, 
Yet the popular guard was not fufficient to quiet 


and fire they afterwards experienced ; whence alfo arofe the 
fufpicions and clamors againft the King’s pretended treafon, and 
the confpiracies of the Court. Thefe details are attefted by too 
great a number of eye-witneffes to admit of any doubt; and they 
prove evidently that the reproaches, caft upon the King by both 
parties, are equally groundlefs. This note is taken from M. Bert- 
rand de Molleville’s fecond letter to the prefident of the National 
Convention« 
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the virtuous mayor's uneafinefs, when the run- 
aways, who had been repulfed by the Swifs, fled 
to the manfion-houfe, crying out to the great 
Pétion, that he was going to be butchered. Some 
people, ‘who faw him at that inant, have affured 
me, that this modern Cicero had nething then of 
the Roman in him. 


It is farther {tated in the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings, that swo different reports are fpread at the » 
Jame time, refpeling the commanding officer in rotation 
of the national guards: according to one of thofe reports, 
he was faid to be under arreft at the town-hall; but 
the other fated, that having given orders to fire upon. 
fome citizens who were peaceably going by the palace, 
he loft bis life in the popular ferment, excited by this 
criminal order. The Affembly decrees, that its prefident 
Soall be authorifed to iffne fuch orders as the exigency of 


circumpances may requires 


Thus then the prefident of a factious gang be- 
comes the king of the empire, on the murder of 
M. Mandat : he is invefted with this authority in 
the very prefence of the King: he is indebted for 
it to the death of a man, wHo was juft butchered 
for having done his duty: even the chair, to which 
this fupreme power is now annext, is not filled by 
the natural prefident of the houfe, or by his pro- 
per fubftitute: the ringleaders of faGtion alter- 

Bb3 nately 


[ 336 J 


nately fhare with one another, the roftrum, and the 
chair, to decree and propofe, to propofe and de- 
cree in fucceffion: and thus they fancied they 
could deceive foreign nations and pofterity ! 


The fir order, difpatched by the prefideut, was to 
command the Swifs to return to their barracks: the 
Second was to difmifs the fentinels who. confined the 
mayor at his bonfe. As to the Swifs, the marine mi- 
nifter informed the Affembly, that they had already 
received from the King an order fimilar to that juft 
Jent them by the prefident. 


The King had, indeed, manifefted the greateft 
eagernefs to difcharge his own obligations by 
ordering the Swifs to retire. It was the duty of 
the Affembly to exert its influence over the peo- 
ple, in order to difperfe the mob, and put an end 
to the riots; but it preferred this opportunity of 
ufurping the executive power, by an order to the 
Swifs to retire to their barracks. It was a new 
gratification of its pride; and when a darling paf- 
fion is to be flattered, mere points of duty are: 
commonly but fecondary objects. 


With vefpeét to the mayor, the Affembly decreed the 
following proclamation : 


"© If the firft of ithe conftituted powers be fist 
refpeted ; 
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refpetted ;—if the reprefentatives of the people, zealous 

for their happine/s, ftill retain over them the afcendancy 
of confidence and reafon ;—they beg of the citizens, and 
command them in the name of the law, to difmifs the 
Jentinels upon guard at the mayoralty ; and to permit a 
magifirate, the darling of the people, to come forth to 
the people who love and cherifo him.” 


A member obferves, that the commanding officer of 
the national guards being either killed, or under arreft, 
it is of importance to fupply his place: he therefore 
moves, that the conmand may be intruffed pro tempore 
io M. de Lachenaye, the leader of the fixtb legion, 
who was then at the bar. 


Ii is faid, in reply, that it was impofible but the 
commiffioners of the feétions at the town-hall muft have 
already nominated a commanding officer: that, if the 
Affembly was to appoint a fecond, it would be the meaps 
of introducing confufion, as the two commanders might 
purfue very oppofite meafures, for want of baving pre- 
vioufly concerted any plan together: that befides, at the 
prefent juncture, a commander could not expect to be 
obeyed, unlefs he derived his authority direétly from the 
confidence of the people: and finally, that a military 
corps can never be without a commander in chief, as a 
vacancy there is always immediately filled by the next 
officer in fuccefion, according to the order prescribed 
by law. 

Bb4 The 
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What inference are we to draw from this jum. 
ble of contradiétions! The Affembly acknow- 
ledges, that the law fubftitutes one commander in 
the room of another: yet, in the very fame breath, 
it confeffes that the infurgents have a right to no- 
minate one: thus the Affembly fAlu€tuates between 
the law, and rebellion ; and for fear of-introducing 
confufion, it throws every body into it, even the 
readers of the minutes of its proceedings. 


The Affembly adopts an address to the people, couched 
in these words : 


“© In the name of the nation, in the name of liberty, 
in the name of equality, all citizens are invited to respe 
the rights of man, liberty, and equality.” 


Butcheries were committing at the Feuillants; 
heads were carrying in triumph through the 
ftreets; the mob was plundering the palace ; and 
while all this was doing, the Affembly, proclaim- 
ing liberty and equality, without faying one word 
of the conftitution and of Property, authorizes 
murder, and permits pillage ! 


Lt is decreed, that this address, and the proclamation 
respecting the mayor fhall be immediately printed, and 


pofled 
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pofted up all over the city. Then all the members of 
the Assembly rise from their seats together; and, in 
the midft of acclamations from all the citizens prefent, 
swear to die, if necessary, in the defence of liberty, 
and of equality, 


In fuch a flate of general agitation, the Affem- 
bly muft alfo have felt its fhocks, and muft have 
blended its own oaths with the imprecations. it 
heard on all fides. The whole was a fcene of 
{wearing and of confpiracy.# 


A deputation from the fection of Thermes de Fulian 
(Julian’s hot-baths) is introduced to the bar :-—§ Hi'e 
adbere,” fays the fpeaker at their head, “ to the sen- 
timents manifefled by the common council on the des 
throning of the King. Legsflators, receive, with this 
declaration, the teftimony of our confidence ; but dare to 
Swear that you will fave the empire.” 


** We do fear it,” exclaimed all the members of 
the Assembly, 


More noife, more uproar, more fwearing: this 
was the third oath. 


* It isafferted, and the proofs are faid ta be forth-coming, 
that the affaffination of the King and the royal family had been 
long projected ; that horrid ceremonies had been performed as 
Preparatory to this crime of crimes; that daggers, ftained with 
blood, had been depofited in myfterious places, &c. &c. &c. 


The 
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The prefident then tells the addreffers, that the 
people will always find in their reprefentatives the 
real friends of their happinefs, and of their liberty. 
Aud you, adds he, who have proved yourselves so wor- 
thy of the confidence of the people, by those patriotic | 
Sentiments you expressed, go back to them, and beg of 
them to wait peaceably for the decifions of the National 
Assembly : transmit to them the decrees already passed, 
and recommend the execution to their zeal, and their 
patriotism. 


Thofe addreffers were Meffrs. Matthieu, Cellier, 
Piogé, Dubofe, Varin, Jacob, Gerard, Dumefhne, 
Jobbé, and Gaudri. 


Thefe eight names, entered in the journals of 
the houfe, will be a curious memorial for the 
future hiftory of revolutions: day-labourers, me- 
chanics, wharf-porters, and {chool-boys; fuch are 
the reprefentatives of one of the fe@lions of Paris ; 
that is to fay, of a fiftieth part of that department, 
and of the four thoufand one hundred and fiftieth 
portion of the kingdom, The infertion of their 
names will at leaft fecure their refponfibility, when 
the people will fooner or later call them to an ac- 
count for the deftruction of their happinefs and of 
their King ; when public juftice will be enabled 
to revenge the wrongs of Romorentin’s widow.* 


* « The dethroning of the King, the fufpenfion of all govern- 
“ ment, anarchy, and famine were the confequences of all thofe 
patriotic 
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At length fix deputies from the new common 
‘council come to give a legal {ation to their re- 
bellion: they are preceded by three banners with 
the national colours: it may be thought perhaps 
that the words Jaw, peace, and property were dif 
played in thofe colours: no fuch thing ;—there 
were no other words to be feen but country, equa- 
hity, liberty, VERBA ET YOCES. 


Thofe deputies were Huguenin, Bourdon, 
‘Tronchon, Deriem, Vigaud, and l’Hiullier. 


Huguenin, the orator of the 20th of June, 
{peaks alfo upon the prefent occafion, and fays : 


“Te was the imminent peril of the ftate that 
urged the neceffity of our nomination. The 
people, tired of being made for thefe four years 
the {port of the treachery and intrigues of the 
Court, refolved at length to fave the empire on 
the very brink of a precipice. The people have 
honoured us with their confidence: we will juftify 
their choice by our zeal. Petion, Manuel, Dan- 
ton are ftill our colleagues. Santerre is at the 


“* patriotic compliments addreffed to fome of the Parifian rabble 3 
“and fuch was the chain of crimes that led to fo much diforder, 
“ that, in three months after, mothers of families, being unable 
“ to get bread, were known to cut their children’s throats, and 
“then to hang themfelves.” See the Monitor of the 27th of No- 
vember, : 


head 
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head of the military. The blood of the people 
has been fhed: foreign troops, Swifs, who are cons 
tinued at Paris only through a frefh crime of the 
executive power, have fired upon the citizens: 
widows and orphans cry out for their huibands, 
and their fathers.” 


Now, deputations rapidly fucceed one another: 
addreffers crowd pell-mell from all quarters ; fome 
pale with affright; others foaming with rage; 
fome in their fhirts, and their hands imbrued with 
blood. One demands the arms which the King 
had ordered the Swifs to lay down: the Affembly 
refers this demand to its military committee ;_ 
though the arms in queftion had been already car- 
ried off by the mob. Another informs the houfe, 
that three hundred Swifs were coming with their 
cannon. from Courbevoye ; and afks the Affembly 
for horfe, and foot, and artillery, to deftroy this 
new column of enemies. The marine minifter 
obferves, in the King’s name, that there were no 
more Swifs at Courbevoye than what were barely 
neceflary to mount guard at the barracks ; (there 
were only thirty men, exclufive of the fick) and 
that his Majefty had fent a written order to them 
not to ftir from that place. 


Other addreffers come to repeat to the Affembly 
the popular rumour, that, before the battle, the 


Swifs who were upon guard at the palace, pre- 
tended 
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_tended the warmeft brotherly love for the people, 

and then availing themfelves of the fecurity into 
which they had thus lulled the unfufpedting citi- 
zens, fuddenly fired upon them, and killed a great 
number; that the people, enraged at being thus 
betrayed, threatened the lives of the Swifs officers 
and foldiers, who were difarmed and put under 
arreft. The Affembly, now become the defpica- 
ble tool of the moft defpicable rabble, puts thofe 
unhappy prifoners under the fafeguard of the law, 
and of the virtues of the good people ! 


Tn the interval between thofe addreffes, a mem- 
ber begs to be heard, and fays: ‘‘ The oath taken 
in the Tennis-court at Verfail/es did honour to the 
Conftituent Affembly: that, which we have this 
day taken in a body, will be no Jefs memorable 
throughout Europe. I move for a call of the 
houfe, that evcry one of us may take it individu- 
ally.” The call of the houfe is decreed, on the 
motion of M. Montaut. The following is the 
form of this fourth oath: In the name of the 
nation, I swear to maintain with all my might li- 
berty and equality, or to die at my pof. Jutt in the 
fame manner they had fworn to maintain the Con- 
ftitution and the King, or to die. This call of the 
houfe, having been continually interrupted by new 
deputations, lafled for more than three hours. 


One M. Mallet, 2 wine-merchant, brings a hun- 
dred 
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dred and feventy-three guineas, which, he fays, 
were found upon a prieft killed at the palace, 
This fum was depofited in the hands of Mi 
Huguenin, the prefident of the common council, 
Every time he has been called to account for them. 
fince, he has made no reply but in proteftations of 
his patriotifm. 

Five and twenty other perfons bring a trunk full 
of the King’s plate, which they ftole from the pa- 
lace. The Affembly, to exprefs its acknowledg- 
ments to them, difgraces its journals with their 
names. In one place we fee a crofs of the order 
of St. Lewis, which was brought by fome of the 
plundeters ; in another place, a watch taken from 
one of the Swifs; a bundle of afignars ; a purfe of 
crown pieces; fome jewels; fome diamonds; a 
box in which the King had depofited fifteen hun- 
dred guineas.* The Affembly cannot conceal its 
joy at the fight of thefe new treafures. It laments 
not knowing the names of the modeft citizens 
who brought within its walls all thofe heaps of 
royal plunder: it expreffes its regret in the mi- 
nutes : it orders every thing taken at the palace to 
be conveyed to the municipality, to be difpofed 
of according to law. This is the firft time we ever 


* This box of 1500 guineas had been on the journey to 
Varennes: it was given back to the King, after his return: he 
. kept it as an hiftorical monument. 


heard 
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heard that the law gave pene ion to difpofe e a 
thefc. , 


An addreffer comes with a packet of letters; 
he has already had time to read them: perhaps he 
himfelf wrote them: she knowledge of thefe letters, 
he fays, would have prevented the Afjembly from 
thinking La Fayette innocent. (Patience! he will 
not be Jong innocent.) ‘A fecond addreffer tells 
the houfe, thac M. d’Affry, a Swifs colonel, is in 
prifon for bis own fafety, and that a feal has been 
put on his papers. A third appears at the bar all 
dropping with fweat: he is a gunner of the na- 
tional guards: his lips utter the moft horrid blaf- 
phemies: he ftretches out a naked arm, all covered 
with blood; and offers to tear his foul out of the 
King, if neceflary. Know, fays he to the Affembly, 
that the Thuilleries is on fire; nor will we extin- 
guifo it till the vengeance of the people is fully fated. 
Lam ordered once more, in the name of the people, to 
defire of you the dethroning of the executive power. 
1 fupprefs the reft of his fpeech, to avoid wound- 
ing the fenfibility of my readers, who have not 
forgotten that the King was but a dozen yards 
from this addreffer, furrounded by his family, and 
feparated but by a thin partition from a hord of 
frantic rebels, ready to execute what this addreffer 
propofed. So dreadful a fituation may be con- 
ceived; but it is impoffible to defcribe it. 


At 
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At laft, the Affembly, that hitherto appeared’ 
only as the head quarters of the infurgents, refolves 
to take an active part, and to confummate its guilt, 
The conftitution is ripe, and mutt now tumble to 
the ground. This whimfical produétion of wit, 
paffions, fear, intereft, revenge ;—this abortion’ 
which iffued with fuch hard labour from Thouret’s 
brain, and Target’s fide, did not exift long enough 
for regular conception and delivery. 


Vergniaux mounts the roftrum, in the name of 
the committee extraordinary : “I am come,” faid 
he, ‘to lay before you a very rigorous meafure ; 
“* but I appeal to your own painful feelings at the 
* prefent moment for the neceffity of immediately 
“ adopting it, as the falvation of your country is 
* at ftake.” 


In confequence of this motion, the following 
decrees are pafled for abolifhing the conflitution, 
the executive power, laws, manners, government, 
property, fubfiftence. All order is at an end: 
fociety is thrown back into the primitive ftate of 
nature: the very name of the French monarchy 
exifts no longer : its glory, its monuments, its arts 
are. to be annihilated in an inftant: barbarifm is 
to appear again: conqueft is to become our only 
refource: the reign of old chaos is to be re-eftab- 
lithed: the cataracts af defolation are opened: 
fave them{felves who can in this general deluge. 

Decrees 
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Decrees of the 10th of Auguf. 


«© THE National Affembly, confidering that the dan~ 
gers of the country are at their height ; 

“ That it is the moft facred duty of the legiflature to 
employ every means to fave it; By 

‘ That it is impoffible to find any of fufficient efficacy, 
till the fource of all thofe evils is dried up ; 

“ Confidering, that thofe evils are chiefly derived from 
the miftruft excited by the condud of the head of the exe- 
cutive power, in a war undertaken in his name againft the 
conftitution and the national independence ; 

“That fuch miftruft has excited in different parts of 
the empire a with to revoke the authority delegated to 
Lewis XVI. 

* Confidering however that it is neither the duty nor the 
inclination of the legiflature to extend its own power by any 
ufurpation ; , 

“ That in the extraordinary circumftances, in which the 
legiflative body is placed through events unforefeen by the 
laws, it cannot reconcile its unfhaken fidebity to the confti- 
tution with its firm purpofe rather to be buried in the ruins 
of the temple of liberty than fuffer it to expire, but by having 
recourfe to the fovereignty of the people; and, at the fame 
time, ufing indifpenfible precautions to prevent fuch an ap- 
peal to the people from being rendered ineffectual by trea- 
chery and plots, decrees as follows : 


Art. 1. © The people of France are invited to forma’ 
National Convention: the committee extraordinary will lay 
Vou. 1, Ce before 
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’ before the houfe to-morrow a plan ftating the time and mane 
ner of this Convention. 


Art. 1. “ The head of the executive power is in the 
mean time fufpended from his funétions till the National 
Convention fhall have determined on the meafures it may 
think advifeable for fecuring the fovereignty of the people, 
the reign of liberty and of equality. 


Arr. in. The committee extraordinary is in the 
courfe of the day to draw upa plan for organifing a new 
miniftry: the aétual minifters are in the interim to con- 
tinue the exercife of their functions, 


Arr.tv. The committee extraordinary is alfo to lay 
before the houfe in the courfe of the day the plan of a decree 
for the nomination of a governor of the prince royal, 


Arr. v. ‘ The payment of the civil lift hall remain 
fufpended till the decifion of the National Convention. The 
committee extraordinary is to lay before the houfe in twenty” 
four hours the plan of a decree for granting a penfion to the 
King while he is fufpended. 


Arr. vi. “ The regifters of the civil lift are to be de- 
pofited in the National Aifembly’s office, after having been 
marked with the indorfement and fignature of two com- 
miffioners of the Affembly, who are to be fent for that pur- 
pofe to the comptroller’s of the civil lift. 


Art. vit, “ The King and his family are to remain 
within the precinéts of the houfe tilt i as is re-eftab- 
lithed in Paris. 

Art. 
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Arr.vin ‘ The department is to give orders to pre- 
pare for them in the courfe of the day a lodging in Luxem- 
burg-palace, where they are to be placed under the protec 
tion of the citizens, and of the law. 


Art. ix.‘ Every man in any public office, every fol- 
dier, fubaltern, officer of whatever rank, and general, who, 
in thefe moments of alarm, fhall quit his poft, is declared 
infamous, and a traitor to his country. 


Arr. x. * The department and the municipality of 
Paris are to caufe this decree to be proclaimed immediately, 
and folemnly. 


Arr. x1.“ Itistobe difpatched by couriers extraor~ 
dinary to the eighty-three departments, who mutt convey it 
in four and twenty hours to the municipalities of their 
refpective diftri€ts, in order to be there proclaimed with the 
fame folemnity.” 


After having paffed thefe decrees, fubverfive of 
the conftitution,* the National Affembly adopted 
an addrefs to the people of France. It was couched 
in the following words : 


* When the Affembly was thus overturning that very contfti- 
tution to which it owed its own exiftence, the King was with 
great goodnefs converfing with fome of the members. M. Cou- 
tard got up to give his vote for the decree, The King remarked 
to him, that what he then did was not very conftitutional.— 
That is true, Sire, replied he, dut I Save your life——What 
impudence ! 
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Fora long time have all the departments been agitated 
with much uneafinefs: fora long time did the people expect 
from their reprefentatives the means of political falvation. 
Now the citizens of Paris have declared that the legiflative 
body was the only branch of the conftitution that retained ' 
their confidence. The members of the National Affembly ° 
have fworn individually, in the name of the nation, to | 
maintain liberty and equality, or to die at their poft: they 
will keep their oath, 


“ The National Affembly is now employed in framing 
laws which fuch extraordinary circumftances have rendered 
neceffary. It intreats all citizens, in the name of their 
country, to be watchful in fecuring property, and enforcing 
a juft refpe&t for the rights of man. It intreats them to rally 
round the legiflature, and to concur in its endeavours to fave 
the commonwealth ; and not to aggravate by fatal divifions 
the calamities and dangers of the empire. 


*¢ The National Affembly declares every man in any 
civil employment, as well as every officer and foldier, who 
fhall quit his poft, to be infamous, and a traitor to his 
country.” 


It is unneceflary to make any reflection on thefe 
decrees. None but conftitutionalifts, that is to 
fay, men of no integrity, or of no underftanding, 
can bewail the fate of a conftitution decreed in the 
years 1789, 1790, and 1791, and which expired 
in 1792. ‘The ways of providence are incompre- 
henfible. The conftitution is deffroyed: \et us thank 
heaven for having permitted this deftruétion to be 
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brought about by its own children. The conftitu- 
tion is no more. This word feems to chear the foul. 
It is not then the King who firft violated an un- 
fortunate oath. The Aflembly feduced the peo- 
ple: the people in their turn did violence to the 
Affembly: they, no doubt, vied with each other 
for the honours of perjury; but the heart of the 
King will remain pyre and unfpotted. He quits 
a tottering throne fora prifon, out of which he 
cannot come forth but to receive a crown, that of 
France, or that of martyrdom. St. Lewis did not 
ceafe to be King, when he fell into the hands of 
the Saracens: Lewis XVI. now in the hands of 
barbarians, has more chances to reign than he had 
for three years paft.—He is going into the valley 
of tears: the juft man is going to ftruggle with 
misfortunes ; but from thefe he may alfo date the 
beginning of his immortality. The King is in 
irons: all our hearts are feized with alarm: but 
the confittution is no: more: and our minds at leaft 
are freed from the moft painful burden, 


When the temporary reprefentatives of the na- 
tion had annulled its hereditary reprefentative ; 
when the upftarts of a few months had taken the 
place of the proprietor of an inheritance handed 
down for fourteen centuries; they were obliged to 
fubftitute in the room of his government a tempo- 
fary government; to frame well or ill an execu- 
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tive power; and, in the name of the republic, to 
give a legal fanétion to the defpotifm they were 
preparing to exercife over all, in the name of all. 


They begin with paffing the following decrees : 


Minutes or THE Procrepincs, 
Firft Decree on the Organization of the Minifiry. 
} ai 


Art.1. “ The National Affembly, defirous of fecuring 
the active energy of government, declares that the prefent 
miniftry have not the confidence of the nation, It decrees, 
that the feals fhall be put on all their private papers, under 
the infpeétion of the precureur-general-/yndic ; and that their 
vacated places fhall be filled in the following manner: 


Art. 11. Minifters thall be nominated pro tempore by 
the National Affembly, and fhall be individually elected, 
but not from among its own members. 


Axrr.in. They thall be chofen in the following 
order: the minifter of the home department; the wars 
minifter; the miniffer of the public revenue; the law- 
minifter; the marine-minifler; and the minifter for the 
foreign department. 


Axt.1v. ‘ The perfon nominated firft fhall fign all 
“the difpatches for the other depaatments of the miniftry, tilt 
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Art.v. “ The election fhall be made in the following 
manner: every member of the Affembly fhall name aloud 
the objet of his choice: a lift of the perfons fo named thall 
be made out, and read to the Affembly, with the number 
of votes in favour of each. 


Arr.vi. ‘ Every member of the National Affembly 
fhall then nominate one of thofe whofe names are entered 
jn this lift; the eleétion however for a fecond lift is only to 
extend to thofe: who fhall not have already obtained a ma+ 
jority of votes in the firft. 


Arr. vit. * If none of the perfons named fhould have 
an abfolute majority of votes, the Affembly is to decide be- 
tween the two who may have moft, firft by rifing, or re- 
maining feated ; and if any doubt fhould ftill remain, by a 
call and divifion of the houfe. 


Art. vin. ‘ The fecretary of the council fhall be no- 
minated in the fame manner. 


Art.1x. “ The like method hall be taken in apa 
pointing a governor for the prince royal.” 


Seconp Decree. “ The National Affembly decrees, 
that, till the formation of the new miniftry, the committee 
of decrees is ordered to fend off to the feveral departments of 
the empire all the laws and aéts of the legiflature.” 


Tuirp Decrez. “ The National Affembly, fenfible 
of the importance of immediately adopting fome method to 
afcertain the conveyance of its decrees to their various places 
of deftination, 


nn... Pe a eae 
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S¢ Decrees, that the hearers of the decrees, or other as 
of the legiflature, hall take a receipt from the civil mae 
giftrates, or corporations, to whom thofe difpatches fhall be 
addrefled,” 


Fourtu Decreg. “ The National Affembly, confi- 
dering how important it is to regulate the form af its decrees 
during the fufpenfion of the executive power, decrees the 
urgency of fuch a meafure, 


<¢ The National Affembly, having decreed the urgency 
of the meafure, decrees as follows : 


Art.1. ‘ The decrees already paffed, which may nat 
have received the royal affent, and the decrees to be paffed, 
which cannot receive that affent, on account of the King’s 
fafpenfion, are neverthelefs to have the name and full force 
of the law throughout the kingdom. The ordinary forms 
are to be continued, 


Art. “ The minifter in the law-department is 
ordered to affix the ftate-feal to thofe acts, without the royal 
affent ; and to fign the minutes and difpatches of laws to be 
fent to the tribunals and adminiftrative bodies. AJ the mi- 
nifters thall determine together, and fign proclamations and 
other acts of the like nature,” 7 

This laft decree foon gave rife to fome debate. It was 
obferved, that the continuance of the old forms in the King’s 
name would be highly improper during his fufpenfion. A 
report is called for of that claufe in the decree, which pre- 


{cribed the continuance of the royal form. 
T1 
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The report is made, and the following decree ‘is then 
paffed : 


“ The National Aflembly decrees, that, from the prefent 
day, all its decrees fhall be printed and publithed without 
the ufual preamble; and fhall end with the cuflomary 
charge, and be figned by the law-minifter in the name of 
the nation.” 


Intelligence was brought to the Affembly that 
the popular -ferment’ continued: upon this, ic 
caufed an analyfis to be drawn up of all its decrees, 
and the following words to be printed and ftuck 
up at the corners of all the ftreets ; 


The King is fufpended : he and his family remain as 
hoftages. 


The aétual miniftry have not the confidence of the 
nation, and the Assembly is proceeding to fuperfede them. 


The civil lif ceafes. 


This fhort extra& of the revolution of the roth 
of Auguft clearly points out the caufes of it. The 
King, become a hoftage, is to remove the people’s 
fears with refpe& to the Pruffians and Auftrians.— 
The nomination of a popular miniftry has for its 
objec to flatter the vanity and weaknefS of the 
people, by giving them again the fame minifters 


C 356 J 


to whom they were indebted for the war, the. 
affignats, and the bell metal money :—and the fupe. 
preffion of the civil lift crowns the whole work, 
by making them believe that they gain on this 
day five and twenty millions ; (that is to fay, a 
livre annually for every citizen.)—Thus the main. 
fprings of that day, as well as of the whole revo- 
Jution, were 


Frear—IcNnorance—Aanp AVARICE. 


The Affembly in three phrafes gave us a key to 
all its principles. 


Truth obliges me to obferve, that there were 
only two hundred and eighty-four members, out 
of feven hundred and forty-five, that is to fay, 
little more than a third of the whole, prefent on 
this occafion, 


The temporary reign of the Affembly fhall be 
divided into two periods; that of the month of 
Auguft, and that of September. 1] fhall defcribe 
both in the following chapters; and hall conclude 
the prefent with fome general refiéCtions on this 
day, and on what preceded the imprifonment of 
the King, and royal family. 
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Refleflions on the Revolution of the 10th of Anguft, 
and on Revolutions in general. 


WHEN a nation becomes totally dead to every 
fentiment of religion; when a-fpirit of indolence 
and plunder is fubftituted for a fpirit of induftry 
and good order ; in fhort, when the morals of a 
people are entirely corrupted and depraved ; go- 
vernment can be kept up only dy rigour.—When 
fuch a people, incited by factious leaders, rifes up 
in arms againft their lawful fovereign, if he does 
not make hatte to reprefs the firft aé of rebellion ; 
if terrible punifhments, inflicted without delay, do 
not force the rebels back to their duty; if, ina 
word, the fovereign feels alarm and terror himfelf, 

~ jnftead of making them be felt by others ; it is all 
over with him, HE 1s DETHRONED. 


Such was the fate of Lewis XVI. While he 
was {till invefted with the plenitude of his royal 
power, he had the weaknefs to put up with Mira. 
beau’s infolent difobedience of his orders on the 
23d of June; and the throne of France tottered 
from that moment.* If that act of difobedience, 

which 

* M.z de Brézé brought the King’s order to fufpend the pro- 


ceedings of the commons till next morning, and to adjourn the 
i haufe 
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which was then a crime, (as nobody could difpute 
the King’s right to convene, and to diffolve the 
ftates gencral) had been punithed with death, the 
diffolution of the unequally formed National Af 
fembly muft have been the confequence : the de- 
claration of the 23d of June would then have had 
effec : France would now be happy and in peace : 
arts and commerce would flourifh; and the mo- 
narch, reigning with fplendor, would enjoy the 
happinefs of his people, and might truly fay to 
himlelf, ‘his bappine/s is my work, 


It is the weaknefs of thofe who govern, that 
ruins all governments. Clemency, that amiable 
virtue, becomes in certain cafes a political crime. 
If Leopold, after having {cattered the infurgents 
of Brabant, had made a terrible example of their 
ringleaders, whether pricfts, or laymen, he would 
have deftroyed {edition in its bud, inftead of let- 
ting it come to full bloom. . If the contagion of 
anarchy, to which Frasce. is now a prey, fhould 
fpread to all the other ftates. of Europe, who ought 
to be blamed but the governors ? They feem not 
to have had hitherto difcernment enough to cal- 
culate its confequences : they have not taken the 


houfe for the purpofe of making fome alterations in the hall: Ga 
ad tell him acho Sent you, veplied Mirabeau, that we are afimbled 
bere by the orders of the people, and that we will not quit our peft, 
ulh compelled ty the point of the bayonet, 
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proper meafures; and even when they began to 
do fo, it was always faintly, and with infufficient 
means. 


The fovereigns of Europe have often gone to 
war for the honour of precedency being given to 
the ambaffador of another Court in preference to 
their’s ; for an infult offered to their flag; for 
fome injury done to one of their failors; yet, at 
the clofe of the prefent century, they could behold 
with indifference Lewis XVI. their peer, their 
coufin, their brother, dragged like a captive from 
Verfailles to Paris by one faction ; his royal confore 
threatened by another; their very guards affa{- 
finated before their eyes; their Majetties after- 
wards brought back from Varennes to Paris in the 
mid& of infult and outrage; the King’s power 
fufpended ; and he himfelf confined in his palace, 
which became his prifon. From that moment, it 
was eafy to forefee the fall of this unfortunate mo- 
narch; and if the projects of thofe, who hurled 
him from his throne,: projects, which they do not 
even ufe any artifice to conceal, are not confound- 
ed without delay, by a final and unanimous effort 
of all the fovereigns of Europe, not a fingle 
throne can ftand ; and in the fame ruin will be 
involved the religion, morality, and laws of every 
country: the man of property, who hitherto found, 
himfelf fecure under their protection. will be oh- 
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Hged to fly and to abandon his eftate and effe&s, 
in order to fave his outlawed perfon from death : 
all the fcourges of human kind will defolate 
the earth together : murder and famine will every 
where {pread their ravages: nature will fink into 
chaos; and the world muft have a new beginning. 


It would be in vain to diffemble the truth: 
Tiberty was only the pretext for the French revo- 
lution: the real motive of the infurgents was to 
ftrip their neighbours of their pofleffions, and to 
fhare the fpoils: in a word, it was a war between 
thofe who had not any property and: thofe who 
had ; and as, in all the countries in the world, 
thereas fcarcely more than @ tenth part of the in- 
habitants who are wealthy, if the reftleffnefs and 
Jealoufy of the other nine tenths are not reftrained ; 
if, on the contrary, any encouragement is given to 
their equally unjuft and abfurd claims; if, in 
fhort, arms are put into their hands, inftcad of re- 
preffing their tendency to difturb the public peace; 
if, after having clearly explained to them their 
true intereft as infeparably conneéted with that of 
men of property, the moft rigorous punifhments 
are not infli€ted on thofe who ftrive to miflead 
their Judgment, to inflame their hatred, and to 
multiply their pretenfions; all the evils, which F 
have predicted, will be inevitable; and no human 


power 
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power can counteract their effects, after once ne- 
glecting to prevent them, 


The Facobins had a jufter perception of this 
truth than kings, that a people, without religion, 
or morals, could be governed only by reRRoR. 
It is by commanding affaffinations that they com- 
manded public opinion: it is by wading through 
blood, and marching over heaps of dead bodies, 
that they fubverted a conftitution {worn to by all 
the civil magiftrates, by the army, by the King, in 
fhort by the whole nation, who, in every part of 
France, took the folemn oath with enthufiafm on 
the altar of their country. This conftitution was 
intrufted as a facred depofit to the care of all thofe 
civil powers, to the fidelity of the national guards, 
to fathers of families, to mothers, and to their 
children. . It was but a very fhort time before its 
deftrudtion that the legiflative body paffed a de- 
cree for. regarding the propofer of a republic as 
infamous, and as a traitor to his country. The 
Facobins, who were all the while bent upon having 
one, order their Marjeillais banditti to advance. 
The word of command for maffacre is given: the 
victims are pointed out: blood pours in ftreams 
along the ftreets: confternation and wild affright, 
which freeze every heart, are feen in every face: 
three hundred Marfeillais, re-inforced by thofe 
plunderers who follow revolutions as birds of prey 

follow 
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follow armies, order the legiflative body to break 
down the key-ftone of the arch of government: 
conquered by thofe flrange auxiliaries, the legifla-- 
tive body obeys: the dethroning of the King is 
decreed ; and aftonifhed France lets the republic 
go on, without daring to utter one word, ora 
fingle murmur, 


If all thofe magiftrates in every civil depart- 
ment, if the national guards, exerting thofe rights 
with which they had been invefted by the confti- 
tution, had fhewn as much firmnefs, as their ad- 
verfaries did fury ; if, faithful to their oath, they 
had employed the power in their hands to fupport 
the King; if, in fhort, by putting the Mar/eillais 
to death, as the tribunals could not avoid con- 
demning them, they had fpread alarm among the 
incendiaries and robbers with which France fwarms, 
they would not have incurred the infamy and the 
guilt of perjury.* The falutary terror they would 

: have 


* The national convention has paffed judgment on the con- 
dué of the legiflative Aflembly, by its cenfure of the three commif- 
fioners Maur, Biroteau, and Le Cointre, who, having being fent 
to Chartres to quell a riot, {ettled the price of bread, in order to 
efcape being killed, when it was their duty to fuffer death rather 
than obey the diftates of the mob. The vote of cenfure is an ex- 
prefs condemnation of their own predeceffors, who ought ta have 
died rather than acquiefce in the overthow of the conftitution. 
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have made others feel, inftead of fegling it them- 
felves, would have kept the vile agitators of the 
people, if not in their duty, at leaft in filence ; the 
anarchy, to which France is now a prey, and which 
muft end in annihilating it, might have been pre- 
vented : the conftitution might have quietly con- 
tinued, till, convinced of its defects, the King and 
the people might have got rid of it by a common 
effort; and that moment was not, perhaps, very 
_diftant. , ; 


"Terror and pillage are the means and the end of 
popular convulfions. error and prefervation are 
the inftruments and the duty of kings: the latter 
fhould never fuffer incendiarjes to get the flart of 
them ; and certainly, if any fet of men can have 
the leaft right to reproach the King with the reyo< 
lution of the roth of Auguft, and -the calamities 
that followed it, it muft be thofe, whofe misfor- 
‘Hines were occationed by his too great gaodneis 5 
not thofe who dethroned him, for no other put- 


of the parliaments, at whofe vequeft they had been convened 5 
that the conftituent affembly deftroyed the ftates general ; that 
the legiflative alfembly fubverted the conftitution ; that the na- 
tional convention has paffed fentence of death on the legiflative 
affembly ; and that the nation is now feen in its turn threatening 
the convention with a balter, while the convention wants to # 
faffinate the king ! it feems as if we were reading a hiftory of pars 
ricides, . 7 
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pofe but to raife the empire of their crimes on the 
ruins of that power which he always too feebly 
exercifed.* 


* A very afiliéting idea rifes in the mind, after this furvey of 
the prefent ftate of Paris and of Europe ;—an idea, humiliating 
to human nature, but not the lef juft: it is this, what an ex- 
tremely filly kind of animal waa generally is! Whole ages are 
neceflary, as it were, to break him in ; to train him to the yoke of 
the law, to the mfluence of politenefs, morality, and religion: he 
is at length well lodged, well cloathed, and well fed: he is happy: 
he is dridled. Up ftarts fome knave, fome fcoundrel, a Payne, a 
Condorcet, who, under pretence of reftoring him to his rights, 
take Uf the bridle and curt in four and twenty hours ; and then on 
afudden fee man roving at large: his noble edifices are changed 
into huts ; ‘his cloaths into rags; and the tools of hufbandry into 
inftruments of war: mifery and famine are feen grinning at his 


‘heels: even in expiring he hardly difcovers his fatal miftake. 
Ages are afterwards requifite to bring man back out of this favage 


ftate into fociety: half the generations of the earth muft be facri- 
ficed, to render the other half happy; and torrents of blood muft 
be thed to teach us how to live: to this miterable end we are led 
by the wretched perfuafions and artifice of thofe fpeakers, who, 
fupported by an army of madmen, declare war upon all govern- 
ments! That falfe philofophy, which they pretend to make the 
bafis of every thing, ferves only to difunite men, to encourage 


_and inflame all their felfifh paffions : it is, as it were, a general 


Pa 


diffolvent. Nature, which they inceffantly appeal to, fhews them 
every day their faults and their duty. What, in fact, would be- 


‘come of nature without that celeftial government, which fertilifes 


her bofom by the warmth of noon, and the dews of the night, 
and which makes even thunder and hurricanes fubfervient to its 
beneficent purpofes. But what of all this? The examples of 
every age, of every day; the leffons of antiquity ; the laws of na- 
ture ; all muft give way to the pride and narrow conceptions of a 

é 3 Garat, 
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Garat, a Grovelle, a Sieyés, a Briffot : nothing lefs than a total 
fubverfion of the globe can convirice them, that policy and relit 
gion are the elements of peace and tranquillity ; that thefe are the 
only bonds that can keep man in a focial ftate, and force him by 
a phyfical and moral conftraint to extinguifh all his paffions in the 
focus of obedience and charity. What has refulted from the fpe- 
culative vanity of thefe innovators? Divine vengeance has been 
feverely felt in thofe provinces which had efcaped the ravages of 
fire and fword. Four months are fcarcely elapfed fince the over- 
throw of the government in France ; and already the inhabitants 
of the moft fertile diftri@s have nothing to eat but cabbage and 
. potatoes ; they will foon be obliged to fubfift upon acorns. Na-. 
tions of the earth, let not fuch an example be loft upon you : let 
it teach you, that no government, be it what it will, is ab/olutely : 
bad : affift, and do not pull down that to which you are fubject : 
let reafon, preferved as it were in truft in fome corner of furope, 
ftill be found among you ; and let not Boileau’s and Rochefter’s 
fatires on human nature ever appear to be founded in general and 
hiftorical truth. 


Ddz Situation 
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Situation of the Royal Family at the National Af- 
fembly, from ten oclock on Friday morning till 
Monday at noon. 


WHEN the royal family was put into the Lo- 
gegraphic Box, the minifters and a few perfons be- 
longing to the Court were permitted to place 
themfelves near their Majefties. The fmallnefs of 
the apartment, and the exceffive heat of the day 
were almoft enough to fuffocate them; but this 
was nothing to the anxieties, the dangers, and the 
horrors of a thoufand different kinds which put 
this deplorable family to feverer trials than the 
human heart had ever before endured. The report 
of every cannon fhot death through the King’s 
foul: the whizzing of the balls within ten yards 
of the Affembly, the cries of the wounded, the 
sage of the populace, that of the addreffers crowd- 
ing from every entrance into the hall, the bellow- 
ing from the galleries, and the harangues from 
the roftrum, every circumftance muft have made 
the King and Queen conclude that their fate was 
decided. The iron railing, which feparated the 
box from the Affembly, was, as I before related, 
broken down, that the royal family might get into 
the hall of the members, in cafe the mob fhould 
break into the box through any of the outer gal- 


{[ 367 } 


leries. A guard of fifty chofen and faithful men, 
part of the efcort from the Tuileries, did duty all 
day on the soth, and order was kept up with 
tolerable exaétnefs. 


The King, leaning againft the extremity of the 
box, faw and heard every thing with compofure 
and dignity. He very gracioufly communicated 
his remarks to fuch of the members as were neareft 
to his place of retreat. All the infults that were 
levelled at him did not alter for a fingle inftant the 
ferenity of his looks. He was far above the efforts 
of growling abufe: its arrows could not reach him. 
Meffrs. Coutard, Caflon, and Vergniaud, to whom 
he {poke one after another, will fooner or later be 
forced to do him this juftice. He heard with great | 
coolnefs the report from the committee for de- 
throning him, and the decree that confirmed it. 
What regret, in faét, could he fel for the lofs of 
an authority, of which the conftitution had only 
given him the empty name? And, if he had be- 
fore replied toa minifter, who upon fome occafion 
threw out bints that the power of the National 
Affembly was to be increafed at the expence of 
the royal prerogative, so uch the better, if they 
employ it for the good of the people; ought not he to 
have the fame thought now, ata momefff when 
they relieved him from the dreadful tatk of go- 

Dd3 verning, 
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verning a people, who were made incapable of 
being governed ! 


It was not till one o'clock next morning that 
the King was permitted to come out of the box, 
where he had fpent fixteen frightful hours © No- 
body could take any refrefhment there. Some 
fruit and water were all that their Majefies could 
procure from a neighbouring coffee-houfe. The 
Queen inquired, with the greateft emotion, of 
every perfon who came from the Téuil/eries, and 
who could get near her, about the unfortunate 
women whom fhe had been forced to leave at the 
palace. She had the comfort to hear that they 

. got off fafe, Overcome with heat, fatigue, and 
watching, the dauphin dozed a little on his mo- 
ther’s lap What an affecting fight ! innocence 
afleep amidft the tumults and agitations of regi- 
cide ! 


‘Carl, the colonel of the gendarmerie, was in the 
box with the King. About three o’clock in the 
afternoon, a great noife was heard in the paflage 
of the Feui//ants. Carl faid he would go and in- 
Quire what was the matter: he was hardly got out, 
when the uproar increafed: their Majefties wifhed 
to Know the caufe: they fhuddered at hearing that 
it was the murder of the unfortunate Carl, who 
had juft left them. 

‘The 
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The minaiflers were obliged to leave the King. : 
at fix o’clock. The Affembly jutt paffed a decree 
for having their papers fealed up; and this decree 
had been preceded by a declaration, that they no 
longer enjoyed the confidence of the nation.” 
There was not a moment to be loft: the King 
tommanded them to look to their own fafety : 
they took leave of his Majefty and withdrew. The 
account, which they themfelyes are preparing to 
give of the affair of the roth of Auguft, obliges 
me to defer, till towards the clofe of this work, 
fome private anecdotes of that and the preceding 
day, 


In the courfe of the day, four fmall rooms were 
got in readinefs, which had been the lodgings of 
the architect of the Feuillants. The royal family 
was condyéted thither, Commiffioners from the 
Affembly, and a detachment of national guards 
accompanied them. All thofe rooms'were con- 
tiguous to one another : in the firft, which ferved 
as an anti-chamber, five of the gentry who would 
not quit the King, flept, or rather watched. 


The royal family was divided in the following 
manner: the King went to bed in the feéond 
room, half undreffed ; a napkin ferved him for 4 
night-cap: the Queen lay in the third room, with 
her children by her fide: the Princefs Elizabeth, 

Dd4 the 


{ 37° ] 


the Princefs de Lamballe, and Mrs. de Tourzel 
-occupted the Jaft room, and lay down as well as 
they could upon matraffes on the floor. 

Néxt miorhing at fix o'clock, they weté obliged 
to return to the Lovographic-box, ftill farfounded 
by a guatd, and affailed by thé infults of the mob, 
and ‘the motions of the Affembly ; it wag on this 
fecorid morning, that the people, inflamed by 
treacherous fuggeftions, came With loud ctfies to 
demand the lives of the Swifs who were prifoners 
in the guard-houfe of the Fevil/ants. The threats, 
with which they made the Affembly ring, made 
every body’s blood run cold. Vergniaud, who fat 
ds ptefidenct, cdtild riot help exclaimiiig, Great 
Gods ! What cannibals! The Affembly wete feized 
with fo much terror, that M. Caflon, one of the 
infpectors of the hall, ran to warn their Majefties 
to fetire into the lobby of their box, as foon as 
they fhould fee the mob force their way through 
the fentinels. The King and Queen muft have 
regarded that moment as the laft of their exiftence, 
—as the fignal of their death. The King, per- 
fectly tranquil and refigned, had the prefence of 
mind to tell all his faithful fervants who were pre- 
fent, that he wifbed to fee them get away out of dan- 
ger. Things remained in this ftate of violent 
alarm ull Pétion and Danton came to inform the 

houfe 
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houfe that they had quieted the people, and made 
themfelves refponfible for the Swifs. 


After another as horrid a day as the preceding 
one, the King went back to the Fevil/fants, op- 
preffed with fatigue, on Saturday evening. He 
hoped at length to get fome little reft there, and 
to converfe familiarly with thofe who: atrended 
him: fuddenly the national guard on duty at that 
poft was relieved: thofe who took their places 
were turbulent; fufpicious, and wicked fellows. 
A thoufand proofs of this foon appeared. My 
Grangeneuve, the member for Bordeaux, was at 
the bottom of the whole: he was one of the com- 
mittee of infpection: their comimittee-room was 
clofe by the King’s apartment: they thought the 
King converfed too familiarly with the very fame 
perfons who had not quitted him for eight and 
forty hours: they wifhed to deprive him of this 
Jaft feeble confolation. The Affembly are tcld of 
a plot to carry off the royal family: fome pre- 
tended deputies from the common council inform 
the houfe, thar there are feveral falfe patrolesy 
how do you expec, fays one, that we can be answers 
able for the King’s life, if we suffer people we know 
nothing of to get about him *—Let us have a lip, {ays 
M. Choudieu, of a those who attend the King.» 
Let bis guard, fays another, coufft of fifteen volune 
teers, aud fifteen gendarmes—Maake the Commanding 


officer 
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officer résponfitle, adds athird. All their motions 


are decreed. Merlin, a member of the committee 
of infpection, crofling the outer gallery, perceives 
the Duke de Choifeul: you are always with the 
King, fays he to him—7Ves, I have not quitted him, 
and I hope not to be parted from him.—That’s well, 
replied Merlin, fhaking the Duke’s hand with a 
fort of loyalty ; and went directly to vote with 
Grangeneuve. 


It was therefore decreed that the King’s guard 
fhould be changed. The new fentinels loading 
the royal family with abufe, the King fent for the 
commiffioners who have the care of the hall. M. 
Caflon, one of them, obferved to bis Majefty, that 
the national guards were anfwerable for. his fafety ;' 
that the people wanted to come: and tear away 
from his perfon all thofe of his attendants they 
fufpected ; that it was therefore neceflary the latter 
thould leave him, and not furnifh any pretext for 
new ats of violence, and ftill greater calamities, 
The Queen {poke to them with great emotion and 
energy. The King anfwered M, Caflon coolly ; 
I am then in prison! Gentlemen, Charles 1. was more 
fortunate than I am: bis friends were permitted ta 
flay with him till be went to the scaffold —Ah! ills 
fated prince! he was brought fo low even on the 
rith of Auguft, as to envy the lot of the Englith 
martyr. : 


Ag 
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At this inflant, the King was informed that his 
fupper was ‘ready. Their Majetties weie waited 
upon, for the laf time, by the five ' gentlemen 
before mentioned. The certainty of a fpeedy 
feparation fprcad over this repalt a mournful 
gloom, impoffible to be defcribed: indignation was 
blended with the tendereft fenfibility. The King 
did not eat: he thus enjoyed a little longer che 
fad pleafure of looking at thofe fond and faithful 
fouls, before he fell into the hands of barbarians. 
At length they were forced to part. This was a 
heart-rending moment. The King, informed of 
the decree pafled by the Affembly for putting 
them under arreft, commands them to quit him : ' 
he embraces them in the midft of tears and fighs : 
he makes them embrace his.children : he feems to 
bid them an eternal farewel ; the Queen fays to 
them in her own peculiarly impreffive manner: It 
is at this moment, Gentlemen, that we begin to feel all 
the horror of our fituation: you Joftened it by your 
cares, and your attachment : they hindered us till now 
from perceiving it; and our gratitude eas Juft as fhe 
was uttering thefe words, they heard the guard 
coming up fo apprehend them; bur they hadi it 
in their power to efcape by a private flair-cafe : 
they then feparated to avoid being difcovered by 
the mob.*. M. de Rohan Chabot, one of them, 


* The royal family had come to the Affembly without money, 
and without linen. At the moment af parting, every one of 
them 
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was then in a committee-room : he-had done duty 
for the preceding night near the King’s perfon = 
the earneftnels of his manner gave rife to fufpi- 
cions: he was arrefted and dragged to the bar of 
the Affembly, whence he was conveyed to the 
Abbey-prifon, and there butchered among the firft 
victims on the 2d of September. Excellent young 
man! He thus repaired by an irreproachable con- 
duct for the laft year, and by his tragical end, the 
error of a moment, for which his youth, and the 
prevalence of delufion at the time may alfo afford 
an excufe.* 


The King and the royal family {pent the whole 
day on Sunday and the morning of Monday in 
the Logographic Box. Let thole, who have ever 
felt the endearments of friendfhip, ‘judge of their 
folicude, when deprived of the friends, who for 
two years had never ceafed to give them proofs of 
the fincereft concern, and the moft affeGtionate 


them Jaid at the king’s feet all the gold they had. M. Obyer, 
‘in particular, fearing to be refufed, threw down fifty guineas on 
the table, and haftily withdrew. The Queen faid ‘o them on 
this occafion : “ Keep your money, gentlemen : you want it more 
““ than we do: you, I hope, will have longer to live.” 

* M. de Roban Chabot had been in 1789, aide-de-camp to ge- 
neral Fayette: fis papers were feized, and a feal put upon them. 
Luckily, he found means to fave and to fend to a friend a very 
valuable manufcript on the hiitory of the Jacobins, which had 
been intrufted to bis care by one of the minifters. 

care 
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care and attachment.* Their hearts were ready” 
to break: what they felt on this account inuft 
have rendered them infenfible of the frefh infules 
and outrage they experienced during the debates 
on thofe days. 


At three o’clock in the afternoon, on Monday 
the 13th of Auguft, in confequence of a motion 
made by Manuel, attorney to the common coun- 
cil,.a motion which was foon paffed into a decree, 
the royal family fet off in two coaches for the 

' Temple: they were two hours on the way thither. 
Petion and Manuel were with the King: the hor- 
rid pleafure of revenge fparkled in their eyes : 
thefe two faithlefs magiftrates, who had been de- 
graded from their office but a manth before, now 
fancied themfelves to be two Roman confuls lead- 
ing their captive to the prifon of the Capitol. 
They had .promifed the Affembly to thew the royal 
family all the attention and refpect due to misfor- 
tune; and they firft directed their courfe through 
Vendéme Place, where they taok care to point out 
to their Majelties the ruins. of Lewis the Four- 
teenth’s ftatue. To this firft Rtroke of bitternels 


* Two of thofe friends Meffrs de Choifeu! and de Goguiat had 
been of the party on the unfortunate journey to Varennes :.they 
had been fent to the prifon at Orleans; and their.difcharge 
thence had in no fimall degree contributed to determine the king 
to accept the conftitution. 


Was 
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was added the horror of paffing through a drunken 
mob, and being expofed at every ftep to the 
grofleft abufe. ‘They were at length lodged in 
prifon ; and lodged there by thofe two ringleaders 
of the riots on the zoth of June, whom the King 
himfelf had been willing to pardon on the 6th of 

. July, when the department, when honour, and 
when France had fufpended them from their func- 
tions. 


Thus was. imprifoned by his own fubjeéts, and 

, fhut up in the moft cruel folitude, the moft vir- 
tuous of the fixty-fix kings who had reigned before 
him on the throne of France; be who had abo- 
lithed the ufé of the rack ; who had put an end to 
fervitude ; who had mitigated the hardthips of pri- 
foners ; who had re-eftablifhed the French navy ; 
feenred the independence of America; given the firk 
public accounts from the fovereign to the nation ; 
and firft invited his people round his: perfon to 
affitt him in fuppreffing the abufes which impeded 
and clogged the wheels of government ;—a King, 
. in whofe conduét the fevereft cenfure could find 
no juft ground of reproach for eighteen years,’ 
when the paffions are moft inflamed, and in the 
mid{t of general corruption and immorality. By 
“ way of reward then for all this virtue, for all the 
conceffions he made, and the bleffings he conferred 
on his people, after three years’ humiliations and 
fufferings, 
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fufferings, he is dragged to a prifon with his wife, 
his fifter, and his children, by infamous rebels’;— 
by rebels whom his heart would {till feel a plea- 
fure in pardoning. Neither the virtues of their 
Majefties, nor the graces and innocence of their 
children, nor the purity of Elizabeth could make 
any impreffion on their hardened tormentors. The 
juft man, according to the words of God, isin 

' irons: his family are imprifoned with him : our 
tears, our withes are poured out and expire on the 
threthold of the tower that fhuts them up: let us 
adore Providence, refpeé its decrees, and hope it 
will watch over their lives ! 
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APPENDIX TO No, VI. 


a 
. 


A Letter to M. Peltier. 
SIR, 


. N orator, diftinguifhed for his talents and 
his integrity, and whofe judgment in ftate 
affairs may be depended upon, has publithed re- 
flections on the French revolution. He has ex- 
pofed its horrors ; he has juflly appreciated that 
"declaration of the rights of man,—that catechifm 
* of intrigue, where crimes and infurredtions of every 
kind may find their juftification, but where virtue 
is left without the leaft fupport. He has viéto- 
rioufly combated a fyftem fubverfive of fociety, 
framed by a plotting incendiary, a difturber of the 
peace of the univerfe. He has founded the alarin 
againft an evil that threatened his country, and all 
other ftates: governments have been warned of 
the danger: whence then proceeds this aftoni(h- 
ing ftupefaction, this abfurd felfithnefs, that lulls 
them to fleep on the brink of a precipice, while 
the ftorm is gathering that muft foon burft on all 
their heads ? A 
Would 


foaie 


Would they. fain look ypon. the calamities of 
France only as a fire confuming their neighbout’s 
houfe, and which might give them an opportunity 
of enriching them(elves by his loffes? Let them 
know that, at this moment, the party-walls are 
burne down; and that the flames threaten their 
own dwellings. 


Is any thing farther neceflary to rouze them 
from their lethargy ? Do they wait for the. Fato- 
bins to declare war upon them, and to carry it on 
in their new way? Do they mean to give their 
deftroyers time to prepare the inftruments of 
death ? 


_ Let them no longer deceive themfelves: thofe 
{anguinary defpots are from intereft, and from prin- 
ciple, the enemies of all governments. 


To divide all nations; to fetter every aphere ‘the 
feeds of rebellion: uch is their praétice to open the 
way for their own fucce/s. : 


To keep the people in play, sid not allow them time 
to get out of their infatuation: to facri ifice to their am~ 
bitious views thoujands of men in wars which they pre 
tend are undertaken for the bappinefs. and liberty of 
mankind: to plunder temples, banks, and public. trea~ 
Juries : to lay bold of every thing of any ufe to them in 

Vou. I. Ee the 
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the countries where they find admiffion: to create paper 
money: to eftablifh the credit of their notes on the 
eftates of people of landed property, which they will 
Jfeize upgn whenever their intereft prompts them : fuch 
is the fyftem of their executive meafures, 


The following are the grounds of their wars. 
The eirculation of the Facobin papers has been 
prohibited in Germany, Savoy, and Spain. ‘They 
dire&tly declare war againtt Germany and Savoy 5 
and are going to declare it againft Spain alfo. 
Their armies are followed by printing-preffes, as 
by atrain of the moft formidable artillery. Their 
writings will foon be difperfed over thofe vaft 
countries, Like the moft venomous ferpents, 
they leave their poifon in the wound they have 
made. 


In the mean time above twenty clubs are eflab- 
lithed in Pruffa: one Anacharfis Cloots is their 
correfpondent at Paris. 


Some are formed in Denmark, in Sweden, in 
Rufia, and even in Turkey. 


" Upwards of forty of them exift in England, Scot- 
Jand, and Ireland; where their fhocking papers 
circulate under the indulgence of too mild a law. 

: We 
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We cannot help afferting, that the laws of any 
country, which permit. fuch a liberty, carty in . 
themfelves the principles of their deftruction. 


The Yacobins make war, or avail themfelves of 
peace, to propagate their doctrines. They every 
where blow up the fparks of divifion and revolt ; 
and inflame the minds of men with a notion of 
uncurbed licentioufnefs, which they call Jberty: 
every where the mob, incapable of reafoning, only 
wait for their fuccefs, to follow their example; 
and, as foon as they rife up in rebellion, are fure 
to find among the Facobins leaders to head them, 
and vigorous affiftance. 


It is therefore of the utmoft importance to all 
governments to check them in the career of their 
fuccefs, We cannot too often repeat, that the 
foundations, upon which the Facobins have erected 
their republic, ate fuch, that if they fucceed, all 
- Europe is undone, 


Let not any government flatter itfelf, that trea- 
.ties can fecure it from the ruin intended by them 
Facobins. Can any reliance be placed upon trea- 
ties made with profligate wretches, guilty and ca- 
pable of every crime ; with wretches, whofe fpirit 
never changes, though their perfons are renewed 
at certain periods, leaving their fucceffors an excule 

: Ee2 ; ” ever 
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ever ready for violating any treaties whenever it 
may be dictated by their intereft ? 


‘What treaty can be depended upon with a gang 
who are taking rapid ftrides to univerfal empire by 
a new route; who with perfidious fubtlety know 
how to yield temporary advantages to thofe they 
are now in treaty with, merely to avoid having too 
many enemies to ftruggle with at once; but who 
alfo know how to derive from thofe very advan- 
tages they feem to give up, the fubftantial benefit 
of fcattering, by means of their agents, the feeds 
of a revolution like that in France, from which 
they are fure to reap an abundant harvett, as they 
have already done by fimilar manoeuvres in their 
own country. : 


Let not fuch artifice then impofe upon men of 
wealth and independence; men of landed, monied, 
or funded intereft ; or, in fhort, on the refpectable 
part of the community, who have any property, 
and wifh to live in peace in their own country. 
Revolutions are defirable’ only for fa€tious defpe- 
radoes, who have-nothing to lofe either: in point 
of character or fortune. I beg them for a moment 
to caft theit eyes on France. 


Who are at the head of affairs there? Ruffians. 
Who fill all the places in their monftrous admi- 
niftrations ? 
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niftrations ? Their accomplices. Men of. eftates 
are {tripped of them: men of monied, or funded 
property are robbed of it: merchants are obliged 
to hide their merchandize : all liberty, except that 
of joining with the Facubins, and talking as they 
do; is a capital crime: ‘religion and morality are 
atan end: monuments and churches are pulled 
down, profaned, fold; and in the midft of the 
moft horrid anarchy, crimes of all forts are feen, 
as it were, hovering over the entire furface of one 
of the fineft countries’ in the world. The national 
debt has been more than tripled fince the begin- 

‘ning of the revolution: commerce and agriculture 
are ruined: thofe fources of the wealth of France 
are dried up: the hands, tat could have made 
them flow again, are facrificed to the ambition of 
a gang of ruffians, who purchafe the moft trifling 
fuccefs with the blood of thoufands, whom they 
have deluded by the hope of a chimerical liberty. 
To fum up the whole in a word, the Conftituent 
Affembly had covered France with ruins: the 
Facobins have even deftroyed thofe very ruins ; and 
have made the fineft kingdom in Europe an object 
of pity to its moft inveterate enemies, 


Ts there any man of character and virtue, who 
mutt not fhudder at the idea, that if this revolu- 
tion, with all its train of alarming confequences, 
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which the Yacobins want to introduce into his 
country ? 


Is there any real Englifhman, who, upon feeing 
fuch a frightful mountain of evils threatening to 
fall down upon this flourifhing kingdom, will not 
immediately cry out to his fellow-citizens to take 
up arms to exterminate thofe monfters ? 

What! is it poffible that France, punifhed in fo 
difaftrous 4 manner for the fault, or rather the 
crime fhe committed in favouring the revolution 
in America, whence her own took its rife, thould 
in vain hold out fo dreadful a warning to the uni- 
verfe that has witnefled her punifhment, and her 
calamities | 


What! are the conquefts, lately added by the 
brave Cornwallis to the vaft poffeffions of the Eng- 
lith in the eaft; are their Weft India iflands, and 
Canada to thare the fate of St. Domingo ! 


What! is that bank fo rich, fo folid, that facred 
depofitary of the wealth and confidence of almoft 
all the people, to become the prey of infamous 
rebels ; and to involve in its ruin the credit of the 
nation, and the fortunes of the greater part of the 
kingdom | ' 

What 4 
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What ! is that liberty, which the Englifh enjoy 
under their happy conftitution, to be annihilated 
before licentioufnefs, and to fink under the efforts 
of a profligate faction ! 


Is that arfenal, which has not its equal in the 
world, with thofe numerous fleets, thofe dock- 
yards, and thofe prodigious ftores ; in fhort, is 
every thing, which fecured to this powerful ifland 
its glory, its grandeur, its opulence, and the fove- 
reignty of the feas, to fall into the hands of Faco- 
bins, the curfed inftruments of univerfal ruint 


No. It is impoffible but the brave and {pirited 
affertors of the rights of all citizens muft fee 
through the deep defigns of the moft cruel, and 
the moft dangerous enemies of this empire ; and 
muft perceive the neceffity of being beforehand 
with their plots. , 


It is impoffible but they muft crowd round their 
government, to concert with it the moft effectual 
meafures for extinguifhing fuch a contagion. 


It is impoffible but they muft conjure their go- 
vernment, in the name of their juftly alarmed 
country, not to pay any farther regard to the petty 
interefts of a few avaricious and thoughtlefs mer- 
chants, and fpeculators, of whom the Facobins buy 

Ee4 provifions, 
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proyifions, which enhances their price here, and 
arms, which thofe bandit will foon, perhaps, em~ 
ploy againt England itfelf. 


It is impoffible but they muft reprefent to their 
rulers, that England would in vain ftrive to increafe 
its wealth with all the gold, which is the fruit of 
' Facobin guilt, if, to procure that gold, it gave them 
time, and fupplied them with the means of ruine 
ing itfelf. 


It is impofible but all orders of the ftate muft 
unite with government in the meafures neceffary to 
fave the liberty, property, lives, and honour of the 
inhabitants of Eugland; and mutt advife their fo- 
vereign to join his natural allies, and even to for- 
get fome poffible caufes of complaint againft an 
old enemy, that a general coalition of princes may 
take place, before any of them is weakened by 
confiderable loffes, in order to make a combined 
and well-fupported effort, which may cruth, at 
one blow, the enemies of human nature, who dare 
to call themfelves its friends, at the very moment 
that their politics, their murders, and their devaf- 
tations threaten to replunge Europe into all the 
horrors of thofe paft ages, the very hiftory of 
which even now makes us fhudder, 


M. 
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M. Peltier’s Anfwer. 
SIR, 


HERE are certain periods of corruption in 

the hiftory of ages, when great calamities 

are neceffary to bring men to a fenfe of great 

truths. We, no doubt, had reached that moment 

fixed upon by the wrath of heaven, fince we feel 
its {courges in fo terrible a manner. 


Heaven had ftruck almoft all fovereigns with 
blindnefs and hardnefs of heart: they did not rife 
at once to crufh the monfter that threatened to 
devour them ; and fome of them have already dif- 
appeared. Already the EleCtor of Méentz, the 
Prince of Liege, the Bifhop of Spires, the Duke of 
Savoy, the Sovereign of the Low Countries are {eat- 
tered like the birds of the fouth before a northern 
blaft : powerful armies are fhrunk into nothing : 
weak and timid Europe waited for their fuccefs to’ 
declare itfelf: defeats having taken place, inftead 
of victories, it has endeavoured to hide its own 
weaknefs under the name of neutrality. Thus it 
proclaimed its impotence; and fuccefsful guile 
foon declared itfelf without the leaft referve: it 
folemnly decreed, in the face of the univerfe, war 
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againfi all governments, in the name of all their fub- 
Jets; affiflance and protection to all infurgents—In 
confequence of this, Dumourier marches off to- 
wards Vienna: Kellerman directs his courfe to 
Rome : Holland is on the point of being invaded : 
Naples, Venice, Genoa axe in the convulfions of 
death: the fate of Berlin is only adjourned: 
Madrid trembles: a young courtier has there fuc- 
ceeded in the miniftry an old philofopher ; and is 
not likely to manage the reins of government with 
more fkill than his predeceffor : laftly, Stockholm 
and Peterfourg look upon their remotenefs and 
their ice as the beft ramparts againft the progrefs 
of our miffionaries. 


Every thing, however, has its ftated limits; and 
the invifible hand, which has corrected Europe, 
will not fuffer it to perifh; but will uphold it 
againft its deftructive enemies. As virtue is not . 
the bafis of their power, it muft neceffarily crum~ 
ble: whoever founds an empire without morality, 
builds upon fand, fays the fcripture ; and the royal 
Prophet, above three thoufand years ago, foretold 
the now approaching fate of thefe innovators: 
Nifi Dominus edificaverit domum, in vanum laborave- 
reat qui adificant eam. That invifible hand has 
placed in the midft of Europe two nations, to 
whom morality, good fenfe, and energy feem to 
have been given in perpetual truft, in order to 

, prevent 
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prevent the total fubverfion of human nature. Both 
of them equally fecured, one by the fea, and the 
other by rocks and mountains, they are to be the 
great barriers that will check the diffufion of thefe 
new doétrines, Switzerland and England will {ave 
Europe. They have expreffed their intentions 5 
and Facobinifm has recoiled at the found, Vice 
cannot ftand before the glance of virtue. ; 


Banifh then your fears, Sir.——-This flourithing 
land, which now affords an afylum to fo many 
unfortunate refugees, will not be agitated by the 
troubles of our native country; but its influence | 
will re-animate all the other powers. Its long 
neutrality has been found fault with; but had 
thofe, who found fault, a clear idea, or a juft per- 
ception that the partial efforts of its fovereign mutt 
have proved very inadequate; that England could 
not ad with effeé&, unlefs the whole nation de- 
clared war againft thofe difturbers of the public 
peace; that, in order-to rouze fo great a nation, 
it was neceffary that time fhould gradually difcover 
to all ranks of this tru/y good people the reality of 
our crimes which had been fo artfully difguifed, 
the character of the criminals, the rapine of the 
sioters, the diftrefs and mifery that poured down 
upon all claffes of people, the ftagnation of comy 
merce, the ruin of manufactures, the decline of the 
arts: it was neceflary that they thould fee with 

: their 
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their own eyes the affecting {pectacle of thoufands 

of citizens ftript of their property, exiled, out- 

lawed (1); women and children crying out for 
their hufbands and fathers, and miferably torn 

from their embraces: it was neceflary that our 

tears fhould melt every heart, in order to excite a 

perfect unanimity between the nation and the go- . 
vernment ; for, Sir, it cannot be diffembled, that 

the army of the enemy coafifts of more than five 

hundred thoufand men: they have for their auxi- 

hraries the banditti of every country: they have 

immenfe treafures at their difpofal; and may re- 

new them every year by terror (2): all the virtue 

in the world then muft combine its forces ; muft 

colle& round this focus of deftruétion; mutt 

comprefs it on every fide; and not fuffer one {park 

to fly off, or to remain unextinguifhed. The 

example of Exg/and will furely be followed ; and 

the guilty will at length be punifhed. 


Bleffed be for ever thofe Afociasions formed alt 
over Great Britain, under the aufpices of liberty 
and property, to fupport the conftitution againft 
the attacks of republicans and levellers. Their 
numerous members are fenfible that, in a republic, 
fome citizen becomes fooner or later too powerful 
for the Jaws; but that, ina monarchy, nobody 
can be as powerful as the monarch, who is the 
guardian of the laws: they have feen by the 

examples 
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examples both of ancient and modern times, that, 
in a republic, the people are always feeking after 
Viberty ; but that, in a well- conftituted monarchy, 
they always enjoy it. In fact, one might fay, that 
Providence has fixed a throne in every country, 
and that fociety fuffers a fort of violence, when 
that throne is not filled: the moment it is, ambi- 
tion trembles, and dares not to approach otherwife 
than with refpe& that feat to which its afpiring 
views might have been directed. Monarchy, by 
giving a head to any ftate, or community, infures 
an all-powerful proteCtor to the liberty and tran- 
quillity of its members; and were even this the 
only advantage it had over a republican govern- 
ment, nothing more would be neceflary to entitle 
it to our preference. 


Bleffed be that happy conftitution, wherein de» 
mocracy prefetves its energy, without danger; © 
ariftocracy its wealth and knowledge, without 
pride; and the royal. authority all its ftrength to 
put in motion the {prings of government, without 
violence; a happy combination of powers nicely 
balanced, to promote the freedom, the virtue, and 
political confequence of the nation. 


Bleffed be that government, which in due time 
has awed the factious into filence; has put a {top to 
fibels; has difmiffed from office men who dif- 
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graced their employments by their opinions ; has 
called together the reprefentatives of the ftate; 
and has made a difplay of its ftrength fafficient to 
terrify the wicked, without giving any alarm to 
the man of property. 


Alas! it was thus that, in our ill-fated country, 
we begged, we conjured all the people of property 
in the kingdom to rally round the throne. Far 
lefs prudent than the Englith, our mafters in poli- 
tical oeconomy, the fyftem of vanity prevailed 
among us over that of property; and our preten- 
fions hindered our precautions. We fee now more 
clearly than ever the very bad plan of defence 
which was adopted by the French nobility. It is 
now, though too late, that we may form a jut 
opinion of the unaccountable frenzy, which, at 
the fuggeftion of a few ambitious individuals, 
drove moft of the people of property out of the 
kingdom, and has covered all the nobility with 
deeper mourning than the battles of Gref}}, Poitiers, 
and Agincourt. 


Do not entertain the fame fears for the fate of 
England. One of its eminent writers very juftly 
compares the clamour of the Englifh revolutionifts 
to the ruftling of grafs-hoppers, while the peaceful 
bull feeds quietly under the fhade of the royal 
oak. Their inflammatory newfpapers are already 

fup- 
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{uppreffed: their preachers of rebellion are taken 
up: the Bank, the Tower are guarded againft any 
fudden attack: the militia is called out by the 
King, and is under his command, not under that 
of a faAious general; internal peace is fecured : 
numerous fleets are ordered out to prevent its 
. diftanc poffeffions from being annoyed : the whole 
body politic is to be united to its head, loyally to 
fiipport every Vigorous meafure; and Englith 
freedom will enjoy repofe, undifturbed by the 
engings of {edition or defpotifm., 


Permit me, however, to differ from you, Sir, in 
opinion with refpe€t to the coalition which you 
think neceflary to extinguith the Yacobin volcano. 
Experience has demonftrated, that from the time 
of Agamemnon down to that of M. d’Orvilliers, 
and of the Duke of Brunfwick, that all thofe great 
affociations of kings, thofe confederacies of dif- 
ferent powers, thofe combined fleets and armies’ 
have feldom or never accomplifhed their purpofe ; 
and certainly there never was a more unfavourable 
moment than the prefent for the renewal of a coa- 
ition which has fo lately failed. If it be impoffible 
at any time to guard againtt the evils arifing from 
Private animofities, and from the ufual jealoufies 
and rivalfhip that are kept up between the inhabi- 

" tants of neighbouring ftates, how much more are 
they to be now dreaded, when inflamed by defeats, 
and 


{ 30+ J 


and by the fecret correfpondence which the 7aco- 
4ins have publithed co increafe the difunion and 
mutual antipathy of troops that ought to be 
a@tuated by the fame intereft and the fame fenti- 
ment. The difference of difcipline between the 
‘feveral armies would be another infurmountable 
obftacle. The difficulty of putting fo many fprings 
in motion, and of making them at the fame time 
agree exactly, would give a vaft advantage to the 
propagators of republicanifm, who diétate from 
their cells quick and precife orders, and, have 
them executed with the rapidity of lightning, 
Thefe defperadoes muft be attacked, as it were, 
by foraging parties; and they muft be poured in 
upon from every quarter at once. The ridiculous 
idea of a congrefs and of a combined army has 
been too long the grand effort of European poli- 
tics; too Jong have fovereigns been the dupes of 
the moft infignificant minifters: they muft now 
break through the old routine of diplomatic for- 
mality, and even through the rules of their tactics: 
fury alone can repel the onfets of madnefs: the 
enthufiafm of order muft be oppofed to the enthu- 
fiafm of licentioufnefs: the royal diadem muft 
either pull down the Jacobin bonnet, or will be 
pulled down by it: the Jeaft contraé with fuch 
elements is of the utmoft danger: the greateft 
error of all would be to make prifoners : the con- 
tagion would foon infect all the bodies within its 

atmof- 
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atmofphere, and would render the difeafe incurable. 
Humanity may thudder at thofe didtates of poli- 
tical neceffity; but furely no plea of humanity 
can be urged by thofe unfeeling monfters, who 
condemn to death the women and old men that 
fled from the daggers of the fecond of September. 
Can they, or dare they complain, that the {pirit 
of conqueft is fubfticuted for that of rapine, when 
they fee the lawful owner come (word in hand to 
recover the’ field which was wrefted from him by 
the force of {pears ? 


But I perceive my pen is hurried on by the 
warm impulfe of my feelings. I was {peaking of 
an emigrant proprietor going back to regain by 
conqueft his paternal eftate, or tu die upon the 
fpot, where he enjoyed all the fweeteft inter- 
changes of affe&tion. Vain hope! Thofe unhappy 
men have not even the {mall confolation left to 
think that their bones will ever reft near the bones 
of their parents, or their athes ever mix with the 
athes of their fore-fathers. Foreign conqueft is 
become inevitable. Barbarus has fegetes ! 


That brilliant army of princes and of nobility” 
no longer exifts, where fo much luxury and folly 
were at firft made amends for by fo much honour 
and courage, and have been fince fucceeded by fo 
much milery and defpair. The King’s brothers, 

Voi lL Ff who 
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who even furpafs him in wretchednefs, are gone - 
to hide their forced inaGtivity in the courts of thé 
north and of the fouth. England is now the lurk- 
ing place of half their affociates in: misfortune (4). 
If, however, they profit by the examples of virtue, 
order, and gaod fenfe, which. muft ftrike them in 
this kingdom, their difafters will have a valuable 
effect ; and vain iilufions will ceafe for ever to 
- afflict their minds. 


" Sivedens ilies muft unfold in 1793 the laft 
refources of their power; and muft, above all 
things, miftraft the opinions of their minifters. 
When the Crown is attacked, every man in admi-" 
niftration fhould have but one opinion. Let it 
be remembered that the King attended to M. 
Necker ; and that from the report delivered to his 
Majefty by the Jatter on the 28th of December 
1788, till the fame minifter’s funeral oration (5) 
of Lewis XVI. there was not an interval of quite 
four years.—If the lucky Dumourier has conquer- 
ed all Brabant ina fortnight, he is indebted for 
his fuccefs to the niggardly plan of Lafcy, the 
minifter, who fancied that 30,000 men would be 
enough to guard an immenfe and quite open fron- 
tier, againft citadels and the prodigious numbers 
of the French. Yet M. de Lafcy had before given 
a fpecimen of his military fkill by the manner in 
which. he defended and loft a few years fince the 

Bannat™ 
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Banifat of Temefwar with an extended line of 
troops.~The deftruction of the Freach nobility 
is owing.to the inhuman fyftem purfued by Mefirs. 
de Mercy and de Breteuil, in reprefenting a eap- - 
tive King otherwife than by an active regency. 
Old Duranda, quite puffed up with the philofo- 
phical correfpondence. carried on between him, 
Diderot, and Condorcet, bindered his matter from 
fupporting the. character which a Bourbon fhould 
have fhewn to the world upon fuch an occafion ; 
and his fucceffor (7), whatever may be his energe- 
tic powers, will not find in the opinion of thofe 
about him that firm fupport for which his mafter 
has occafion.—I do not {peak of other cabincts, 
where the {piric of Facobinéfm, or what is {till worfe, 
the fpirit of terror has {pread its influence more or 
lefs ; ‘nor fall I take notice of the ftrange choice 
made of a philofophic general to’ put a ftop laft 
Auguft to a philofophical revolution (8) > my pre: 
fent object is to point out to fovereigna the necef. 
fity of their defending, hand to hand, their prero. , 
gatives and their perfons; dnd to declare how 
much I am overjoyed, like you, at the example of 
found policy fet them by the people of England “7 
the prefent moment. x. 

The French republicans, however, ftill fatter 
themfelves they fhall form fome alliances on the 
Continent, Let them fupprefs then for that pur- 
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pofe the difgufting report of their debates. Who 
would, of who could enter into any treaty with 
men who have already deceived Europe twice; 
who having firft compelled governments to ftoop 
to a level with ad’ André and a Chapellier, obliged 
them afterwards to fink ftill lower to, a Briffor ? 
Muoft they be brought down at laft to an equality 
with a Marat and a Jourdan, when thefe fhall havé 
wrefted ftom the Briffot faction (g) its unfteady 
“power ; and would George the Third’s minifter 
be degraded to treat with a Robefpierre? No.— 
The French republic can have no allies: no power 
can acknowledge it; perpetual war is then its lot; 
for it is with badies politic the fame as with indi- 
viduals; where friendthip is impoffible, hatred be- 
comes a duty. 

T conclude this letter, already too long, with 
my hearty concurrence in your wifhes, Sir, for the 
extindtion of that impious race ; and remain, with 
fincere refpect, 


Your’s, &c. 


Pyaar 


NOTES. 
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NOTES 


(1) Tue hatred of the enemies of the refugees purfies 
them even to the hofpitable land where they have found: 
fhelter. Stript of all property, and of courfe unable to dif 
charge any former pecuniary claims on them, fome of their 
notes have been bought up by the Fecobins, and fent to fo- 
reigners refiding in London. Thus, by the help of a falfe 
oath, thefe unfortunate men may be deprived of their lait 
means of fubfiftence ; and the viétims, that efcaped from 
the Abbey-prifon, may be committed to Newgate. It wae 
referved for us to fet this laft example of barbarity ! But we 
may, and ought to hope, that the wifdom of the Britith Par- 
liament will interfere: it is not by real-Englithmen, but by 
foreigners, that this fcandalous trade is carried on here, 


(2) Several purchafers of the church-lands, having been 
forced to emigrate as well as others, have already feen that 
ufurped property put up a fecond time to fale ; and ere long, 
the fecond fraudulent buyer will, in his turn, fee them trans- 
ferred to other hands. Such a fyftem of revenue appears at 
firfl fight inexhauftible ; but a little-refle&tion muft con- 
vince us, that, in lefs than four years, thefe violent changes 
of property will render the beft eftates in France of no more 
value than lands on the banks of Lake Ontario, When we 
fhall have reached the point fo emphatically prediéted to be 

our immediate fate; @ Republic and mifery. 


(3) In the Conftituent Affembly, when the virtuous 
Petion, and the incorruptible Robefpierge were paying their 
gourt to the banditti, at the expence of reafon and juftice, 

Pf3 they 
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they were warm advocates for the abolition of capital pu- 
nifhments, Their fpeeches may be referred to. But no 
fooner are the banditti and Robefpierre become the mafters, 
than death hangs over every head: the clofe, the burden of 
every law is, under pain of death. Does any body fly from 
thofe gentlemen, to efcape Captain Rotundo’s club? No- 
thing Jefs than death can atone for fuch a crime! After this, 
truft to the philanthropy of philofophers ! 


(4) A juft idea of the flate of the emigrants cannot be 
formed from {eeing only thofe wlio have reached the‘Englith 
eoaft. It is at Maeftricht, in Holland, in the Eledtorates, 
that we fhould view the thattered fragments of the army of 
the Princes, It is like the facking of Jerufalei, or the in- 
vafion of Mexico. ‘The pen fhrinks from the defcription of 
fuch fcenes. But from this one circumftance we may judge 

. of their diftrefs ; that a part of them preferred returning to 
France, and expofing themfelves to certain death, rather 
than drag on a life of fhame and mifery in a foreign land. 


It is wel! known with what barbarity the municipality of 
Paris ordered the heads of nine emigrants, who were taken 
in the retreat of the combined armies, to be ftruck off. The 
Princes had 300 prifoners at their difpofal: they fent them 
back to France. Can we want any farther proof of the dif- 
ference between two caufes? The nine emigrants had all 
been life-guards: they were among the fick in the rear of 
the army: of courfe they were not made prifoners with arms 
in their hands. : 


Tt may feem worthy of remark, as being one of the fin- 
gularities of this revolution, that it was on the fifth of O&o- 
, ber, 
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‘ber, a fecond time, that the life-guards were fired upon by 
the national guards, without being able to return the fire. 
‘The combined armies were retreating : the corps of French 
emigrants had received orders to repair to Stenay, where the 
Princes flept on the fifth of October. The fignal for 
mounting horfe was given at two o'clock in the morning. 
About five o’clock, as the column of life-guards were afcend- 
ing an eminence to get into the Stenay road, they heard a 
~brifk cannonade from two pieces planted at the corner of a 
wood. The life-guards were expofed to feveral thot, which 
fortunately killed only fome-of their horfes. A detachment 
of about eighteen hundred horfe and foot then fallied out of 
the wood. This party had fet off from Sedan with the hope 
of taking the Princes in the night ; and they would probably 
have effected their purpofe, if juft fufpicions of fuch a de- 
fign had not prompted the emigrant commanders to found 
‘to horfe at fo early an hour. The life-guards being feparat~ 
* ed from the enemy by a floping morafs, which made it im- 
poffible to attack them in front, were obliged to receive 
their fire without returning it. The Marthal de Broglio 
immediately ordered them to draw up on the high road, fo 
as to get round the wood, which they did. The Irifh bri- 
gades, confifting of the regiments of Berwick, of Walfh, and 
of the Duke of Fitzjames, their colonel at their head, ad- 
vanced with fixed bayonets to the right of the wood. The 
patriots, frightened at this manceuvre, retreated with their 


cannon. Berwick, however, came up to a great part of 
them; and the horfe gendarmerie, with M. d’Autichamp 
at their head, charged in the plain all thofe who came out 
of the wood. The patriots loft in this ation 150 men kil- 
led, and 50 taken prifoners, The emigrants loft but one 
man, M. de la Porte, aid-de-camp to M. d’Autichamp. 
He was aflaffinated by ‘a national guard, whofe life he had 

Fa faved; 
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faved: the indignation, with which this aét of ferocity filled 
~ the gendarmerie, was the caufe of their fettin Z fire to four 
villages that were burned on that day. 


(5) I give this name to the defence of Lewis XVI. lately 
publithed by Mr. Neckar, under the title of Reficéfions ad- 
dreffed to the French Nation, 8c. 


(6) M.de Lafcy is the fole caufe of the conqueft of 
‘Brabant. He thought, according to his ufual fyftem of nig- 
gardlinefs, that 30,000 men were fufficient for its defence, 
and he loft all, Dumourier is indebted for his fuccefs fole- 
ly to the multitude of fmall bodies he had to encounter. 
He was never faced by more than 14,000 men. This was 
the whole amount of the Auftrian army at the battle of 
Jemappe. It was attacked by more'than 60,000 men, who, 
notwithftanding, advanced flowly, under cover of a train of 
artillery of four-and-twenty pounders, the fire of which was 
returned only by eight pounders. Dumourier’s difpofition 
of his forces was worthy the originality of his genius : the 
flower of his troops of the line, which he referves perinaps 
for fome better occafion, was placed in the rear of the corps 
of national volunteers, with cannon pointed at them in cafe 
of treachery or defertion. Before the battle, Dumourier 
harangues his volunteers, and tells them, that they were the 
perfons who had effected the revolution, and that it was their 
duty to maintain it. The mutual jealoufy of Duke Albert 
and of General Beaulieu was of ftill more fervice to him 
than his own arrangements. In fact, had Beaulieu’s advice 
been taken, the Auftrians would have attacked the enemy 
iu the night, and thus rendered their heavy cannon ufelefs. 
The 
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The Duke, guided by M. de Sekendorff, his aid-de-camp, 
would pot agree to it; and the battle took place, juft ac~ 
cording to Dumourier’s wifhes. Even then, if the Auf 
trians had been properly fupplied with heavy cavalry, they 
muft have gained the viétory. Such cavalry would have, 
deftroyed the center of Dumourier’s army, after the thock.” 
it received from the Hungarians ; and the whole army muft 
then have been cut to pieces. Huffars and light horfe 
could never make any effectual impreffion on fuch num- 
bers of clofe-embodied infantry. The dragoons of La Tour 
and of Cobourg, and above all the four battalions of Hun- 
garian grenadiers of Bardedetzky, Morzin, Lowen, and: 
Puckler, performed prodigies of valour, but to no manner” 
of porpofe. Yet the regiments of Saxe, Berchiny, and 
“Royal Germans, with the life-guards and the gendarmerie, 
had been for above a fortnight at Liege, ready with their 
fervices, if called upon : minifterial formalities were in the 
way | s 


Dumourier’s vitory coft him between eight and tea. 
thoufand men : Beaulieu loft only fifteen hundred : befides, 
one cannot give the name of an overthrew, or route, to the 
retreat of an enemy who lofe none of their artillery. The 
gafconade of Dumourier’s having only three hundred men 
killed aid fix hundred weunded was very foon detected by 
the very profecutions commenced againft the contractors for 
the hofpital-beds, 


After the taking of Bruffels, the fame ceconomical plan . 
of defence was ftill purfued. It was imagined that the 
whole courfe of the Meufe could be fecured by detach- 
ments : Gjairfait and Staray near Liege with 8,coo men, 
Begulieu under the walls of Namur with 12,000, 2 large 


body 
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pody at Huy, and fome garrifons, conftituted all the broken 
remains of the Brabant army. ‘They were unable to pre- 
~ vent Namur, Liege, and General Staray from falling before 
the enemy. Half the preparations fince made to recover 
Brabant, would in due time have defeated all Dumourier’ A 
attempts to penetrate into it. 


(7) M. de Godoi, who, from the rank of a common 
life-guard, is become in lefs than two years Duke of Alcu- 
dia, and Prime Minifter. 


{8) Notwithftanding what I have before faid of. the Duke 
of Brunfwick, I cannot fee him come forward upon the ftage 
again, without once more taking fome notice of the campaign 
which was attended with fuch dreadful confequences, and 
of the faults that prevented its fuccefs, I mult here add 
fome farther particulars to the details already given, 


We have feen, that the principal caufe of the retreat was 
the infufficiency of the combined armies, and the miftaken 
idea that was formed of the patriots. The commander in 

.chicf is not only blameable for this wrong calculation ; but 
it is farther objected to him, that thofe armies never amount-. 
ed even to the number given out;—that of courfe fieges 

and proper means of communication were impracticable ;° 
that the war was entered upon too late ;—that the worft 
fleps had been taken to fecure fupplies of provifions ;—that 
there were only enough for 50,000 men, when there were 
100,000 mouths to feed ;—that the tranfports had been ab- 
furdly ordered down the Mofelle, a river which ates to be 
navigable in the months of July, Auguft, and September ;— 
that 


[ 405 } 


that the counter-revolution was undertaken without any 
particular and well-concerted plan, nearly as the revolution 
was begun by Neckar and La Fayette ;—and that the fai- 
dure of the one is not more to be wondered at than the dif 
afters of the other, as the Duke of Brunfwick, deeply im- | 
preffed with the maxims of the club of 1789, efteemed 
Neckar, pitied La Fayette, defpifed all the Generals he had « 
under his command, loved only himfelf, and confulted no- 
body but M. de Tempellroff, the commander of the Pruf- 
fian artillery. 


This Prince was chofen gencraliffimo, from his great re~ 
putation, the grounds of which had not been duly examined, 
Sufficient regard had not been paid to his irrefolute charace 
ter, and to his well known felf-love, which made him greedy 
of renown, without being willing to fhare any partofit with 
others. Befides, a General of a philofophic, and of what4s 
called a philanthropic caft, was very unfit to conduét an en~ 
terprize againft men, who, by employing the moft deteftable 
means to accomplifh their ends, often rendered extremely 
rigorous meafures neceflary, and which ought to have been 
followed up to their full extent, and without any hefitation. 
This defe&t in the Duke’s charaéter difcovered itfelf com-. 
pletely, when he was placed at the head of an enterprize, 
which particularly required the greateft energy, and the 
greateft perfeverance. The talents of this Prince! were by 
no means fufficient to ward off the inconveniencies that muft 
have inevitably refulted from his defects, 


Tn confequence of his greedinefs for undivided glory, he 
would enter into, and regulate himfelf all the minuteft de- 
tails. He therefore fuffered nobody to affift him in his la- 
bours but a quarter-mafter, two aid-de-camps, and a fecre- 

tary. 
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tary. - The whole dire&tion of the ordnance and artillery 
was intrufted to a fingle man, whom the Duke dared not 
to contradi& in the {malleft particular, and whofe jealous 
character, Tike that of the General, would not admit of 
- any advifers. This circumftance entirely defeated the re- 
folution taken. to join ten officers of the French artillery to 
the Pruffian army. 

Notwithftanding all this, the Duke himfelf was the mere 
toat of a commiffioner of the war-office, who acted as muf- 
ter-mafter general, and had alfo the direction of provifions 
for the fupply of the army, an appointment the moft inju- 
dicious imaginable. 


‘Thus then, the very General, who never confulted, but 
treated with difregard the old officers of his army, and who 
fhewed as little refpect to the Auftrian Generals whom he 
made feel his fupremacy in command, was literally the moft 
humble fervant of his mafter of the ordnance, and of his 
mufter-mafter, with whom he never ventured to affume a 
tone of authority. 


It is therefore evident, that the Duke of Brunfwick’s 

" perfonal charaéter rendered him very unequal to the ar- 

duous tafk, which had been inconfiderately intrufted to his 
charge, and which he had the prefumption to undertake, 


Some little difcretion in the ordinary affairs of life, which 
is commonly attended to by men of middling talents, and 
which gives their conduét an impofing appearance of wif- 
dom and probity, joined with great application to military 
getails, and with much vigilance and affiduity in the eafy 
adminiftration of a petty ftate, was fufficient to raife the 
reputation of a Prince, whofe bravery in his youth bordered 

even. 


. 
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even upoit temerity ; who was fuccefsful in an enterprize - 
in Holland : favoured by all the blunders of his adverfiries, 
which covered his crown ; flattered by the great Frederick 
in his writings ; cried up by the literati, the difpenters o€ 
fame in the prefent age ; and praifed by foreigners whom” 
he had vifited abroad, or entertained at his own court with, 
extreme politenefs. 


Tt was chiefly in confequence of the Duke’s reputation, 
that the Emperor had determined with admirable greatoefs 
of foul to intrift him with the command of his armies, 
though the Duke, from his own rank and title, muft have 
been at the head of a Pruffian army, where the King of -- 
Pruffia was to attend in perfon to gather the greater part of 
the laurels which were fo confidently anticipated to pring 
from the fuccefs of the campaign. 


Far from fhewing a grateful fenfe of the Emperor’s gene- 
rofity, the Duke of Brunfwick feemed to have made a point 
of rendering the Auftrian armies incapable of executing any 
brilliant enterprize. Hé never left any of-thofe armies ei- 
ther in fufficient force, or for a fufficient time in any place, 
to be able to attempt, or to complete any ufeful operation. 


He ftript the frontiers on the fide of Brabant, and or- 
dered the fiege of Lifle, with a detachment of troops that 
could not even furround the place. The army of Prince 
Efterhazy was alfo weakened, by fending off the Count 
d’Erbach’s corps to make an attempt upon Thionville, at 
the very time that a vigorous refiftance, encouraged by the 
weaknefs of the attack, demonftrated the infufiiciency of 
the force employed againft the town. 

While 
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Wile this < corps of the Count d’Erbach was én its Eee 
aad Before its <arrival, Prince Hohenlohe’s army -was dif. 
membered to be ufelefsly potted againft the foreft of Ar-. 
gonne, with the Heffians, who knew jut as little for what 
Purpofe they were ftationed there. 


Chirfait’s'army was af kaj before Longwy for feveral days 
after the redudtion of that place, when it might have been 
employed, with the greateft probability of faccefs at that 
time, in the fiege of Montmedy, before its marching for Se- 
dan, whither it was ordered afterwards, 


_ Atthe very inftant that General Clairfait was going to 
begin the fiege of Sedan, the taking of which was equally 
important and eafy, he was fuddenly ordered to rejoin the 
Pruffian army, which by throwing a few bombs had made 
Verdun furrender, and then loft ten days there, without 
advancing a fingle ftep towards the enemy. The different 
¢orps ‘of the Lower Meufe, of the Evéchés, and of Alface, 
were allo allowed time to embody and unite, when the 
Duke might have attacked them feparately. 


While the Duke negleéted thofe opportunities, he defpifed 
alf the information given him, and the moft preffing intrea- 
ties to feize the important pafs of the Iflettes, which remained 
open and unfortified for feveral days, that the Duke let flip 
by, without any other movement except to look about the 
environs of Verdun. It was then that General Kalkreuth, 
having puthed beyond Clermont, propofed to the Duke to 
put him in poffeffion of the defile through which the high 
toad paffed from Verdun to Chalons, the avowed object of 
the ProfGan army. : 

Tt 
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“"' Ieis remarkable that the, weather during the delay at’ 
Verdun was conftantly fine; and that if, the morning’ after 
the furrender of that town, the Pruffian atmy had marched’ 
forward, they would have been mafters of the road to Cha- 
lons, and muft have met the enemy in the plains, where ' 
every thing was againft the latter, whereas by being per: 
mitted to take poffeffion of the heights, covered by a wood, : 
and forming a chain all along the narrow pafs, the enemy: 
had all the advantage of their artillery, ' 


The rains’ did not begin till the day of the departure of 
the Pruffian army from Verdun, whence the Duke made 
them take a very difficult route, which could only lead themy 
into the barren plains of Champagne, when, though he had 
neglected to feize the pafs of the Ifettes, he might ftill have 
marched to the left, towards St. Dizier, leaving Verdun 
covered by the Auftrians and Heffians, whorn he afterwards: 
kept pofted before the foreft of Argonne, 


In confequence of his direéting his courfé to the right, :- 
he foon found himfelf in‘a barren country, while his ene- 
mies had conftantly an open communication with, the moft 
fertile part’ of the country, namely, la‘ Voevre, le Barrois, 
and le Pertois, 


.The Duke overlooked another eafy opportunity he had of 
cutting off that refource, or rendering it extremely difficult 
to the enemy, by puthing forward his van, and extending 
his right wing, inftead of fuffering the left wing of, the 
enemy to get by him, when he might have impeded its pro- 
grefs by General Clairfayt’s corps, which he ufeleffly kept 
in the fecond line. 
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He might even have annoyed the convoys of the enemy 
another way, by joining to a corps of French royalifts a de- 
tachment of Prince Hohenlohe’s corps, who defired it, This 
detachment, by advancing towards the upper Meufe, would 
have kept a good look out over the Barois, and would, at the 
fame time, have caufed all thofe fupplies of provifions, 
which the enemies availed themfelves of, to be carried to 
Verdun, and there Jaid up in ftore. 


Tt feems that from the time of the Duke’s arrival before 
Verdun, be began to feel the uneafinefs which. his want of 
refolution alone could have occafioned; for he tolda French- 
man in an unguarded moment, that if he would take his 
advice, he would propofe to the King of Pruffia not to ad- 
vance any farther, but to march home with his army. 


The taking of Verdun feemed to revive his hopes. He 
then flattered himfelf that he might end the campaign with 
complete fuccefs, by hemming in his enemies who were juit 
colleéted together between Clermont and Chalons, and 
whofe junétion he, no doubt, encouraged from an idea of 
cutting off all their beft troops at one blow. 


It is impoffible to affign any other reafon for his fo quietly 
permitting them to effect that junétion. This may even be 
farther prefumed from the tone of confidence, with which, 
on his leaving Verdun, he {poke to the Baron de Breteuil, 
in the manner mentioned in the preceding number. 


After fuch a detail of military blunders, it is necdlefs to 
fay any thing farther of the contempt and barbarity, with 
which the corps of emigrants was treated and difperfed in an 
unprecedented manner. Ought they to have been left 
without taking them into the fervice, or taken without any 
intention to give them an opportunity of ating? And would 

not 
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sagt the Duke of Brunfwick’s behaviour, in fhewing them 
fuch ftrong marks of his diffatisfaction, after he had before 
treated them with great civility at Coblentz, give us ample 
reafon to fuppofe that he came into France only to gratify 
an old pique againft the Court of thirty years’ ftanding, if 
the written proofs he was imprudent enough to leave behind 
him, poe us to entertain any doubt of it ? \ 

The Doke's friends will think thefe ftri€tures on his con+ 
dud fevere ; but let them refle& on the irreparable injuries 
he has done, and on the prefent fituation of Lewis KVI.* 
‘Then they will fee, whether hiftory and misfortune have a 
right to treat the Duke with any lenity. His apologetic 
memorial, which is foon expeéted to appear, will be the fub- 
je@ of fome farther ftritures. 


(9) Ever fince the authority of the nation has been fub- 
ftituted in France to that of the King, the moderate party 
has been always obliged to give way to the more violent: 
the King’s party was over-powered by La Fayette ; that of 
the firft conftitutional committee, by Mirabeau and Chapel- 
lier; that of Mirabeau, by Barnave and the Lameths; that 
of Barnave by Briffot ; and that of Briffot has, in its turn, 
been ftripped of its popularity by the heroes of the ad of 
September. Every one of thofe gentlemen wanted a revo- 
lution to a certain point, but was forced to make way for a 
more patriotic fucceffor, till at laft the pureft, and the only © 
good patriot exhibits to us the laft ftage of human degrada- 
tion. This is what comes from flattering popular opinions : 


* This was written before the King’s execution. 
ot vT ~~. 
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they foon are‘ at a lofs where to ftop: woe be to the corrupt 
nations among whom they {pread themfelves: woe be-td the 
rulers, whofe minifters and fubordinate agents feem to 
threaten them with their popularity, and preferring their 
ambition to their duty, do not fee that internal tranquillity 
can never exift without general peace: in a word, woe to 
thofe who do things cnly by halves. % 


Jerom Petion publithed on the 1ft of December an, opi- 
nion on the decline of tafte, and the fpirit of ignorance 
which has prevailed in France, ever fince the prevalence of 
the faid Petion. It feems this great man wifhed to, fupport 
and elucidate his theory by immediate practice, as the very 
awext day he mounted the roftrum, and faid, that it was 
neceffary to fend a confiderable armed force to Chartres, to 
appeafe {ome riots there on account of corn, not, added he, 
to fire upon the people, but to enlighten them. 


Yet fome people with the common fenfe of the Englith 
nation would form an alliance with fuch confution and fuch 
ignorance t 


They with England would enter intoa compa with that 
Robefpierre, who demands, amidft burfts of applaufe, not for 
the King’s trial, but his direct murder! with a gang, who 
truft folely to infurgents and cut-throats, to bring about a 
new infurrection, and to fhed the moft facred blood! O}! 
my dear mafter ! at the moment my trembling pen writes 
thefe words, which J almoft blot out with my tears, perhaps 
fome barbarous hand has.....1 cannot go on.....and thy fon..... 
they have alfo declared him a traitor to his country.....they 
agreed in this, that they themfelves deferved death ; and in 


order 
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rder to efcape from it, they condemn. all thofe who dare to 
pain favour of the King, and of royalty: they impofe 
upon the ‘primary aflemblies fuch laws as the defpot of 
Morocco never ventured to diétate to his flaves; and the 
French nation fubmits to them !..01 height of 
horror! 


LATE PICTURE OF PARIS. 





CHAP. VI. 


Firft moments of the National Affembly's Reign. 


Coe royalty was no longer 
in exiftence. The revolutionary common 
council of Paris found itfelf invefted with fupreme 
authority. It was condefcending enough to per- 
mit the legiflature in its turn to become its execu- 
tive power ; but without fearing the refufal'of its 
fanétion to whatever decrees the common council 
thought proper to diate for forty days, in the 
form of addreffes, prefented by fome of its agents, 
with Robefpierre conftantly at their head. It 
would be no eafy matter to deforibe, nor even to 
conceive the popular tumult and confufion that 
prevailed for the week following the ioth of 
Auguflt. The Hotel-de-ville, the hall of the AC 
fembly, the gardens of the Thuilleries, the fquares, 
and all public places were conftantly filled with 
crowds, following one another in rapid fucceffion, 
dike the agitated waves in a tempeft. The apart- 
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ments cf the palace remained open for two deys, 
fo that every body might go and fatisfy their fg4~ 
amazement and curiofity in beholding this palace, 
not long fince fo full of {plendour and glory, but 
now ftrewed with dead bodies, and ftained with 
blood. This magnificent refidence of Lewis XIV. 
and of Lewis XVJ. was foon fhut up, and exhi- 
bited the appearance of a dreary folitude, of a life- 
lefs duly, that ftill, however, feemed to beg for 
its former animation, for royalty, and a king. 


More than three days were {pent in conveying 
away the bodies of thofe who were killed on the 
roth of Auguft: the air began to be tainted with 
their putrefaction. There were alfo fome perfons 

maffacred on the 11th, Among the Jatter was the 
"unfortunate Guinguerlo, fecond lieutenant colonel 
to the national horfe gendarmerie. He had long 
been pointed out to the mob, as a zealous royalitt; 
and he certainly deferved in every refpect that 
honourable imputation. He was difcovered in 
Lewis the Fifteenth’s Place, by the populace who 
were demolifhing the ftatue; and he was there 
butchered, in the fame manner that his fuperior 
officers d’Hermigny and Carl had fallen the day 
before. He efcaped, however, in death one af- 
flicting circumftance, which was to fee his place 
filled by Marat’s colleague, Verrieres the attorney, 
editor of an infamous paper, called The Friend of 

the 
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“the People. This Verrieres had pleaded in San- 
terre’s defence againft La Fayette. He well de- 

Mferved to be the lieutenant of fuch a general? He 
was foon placed at the head of a troop highly 
worthy of him: he got the command ofall, the 
foldiers at the French Guards, who had been turned 
out of the regular battalions of the national guards, 
From the momeht that the police thus fell into 
the hands of a b&nditti, property was left without 
any protection, and probity without any place of 
refuge. 


The sew commander of the national guards, 
who was nominated, not by the fetions, but by- 
fome members of the ‘common council; took pof- 
feffion of his place, in contempt of an exprefs law 

_ which forbad any one perfon to be appointed com- 
mander in chief of the military at Paris. He 
dire&tly made a point of purfuing a line of con- 
duét diametrically oppofite to that of his old rival, 
even in the moft trifling particulars. La Fayette 
was all affability, and paid his court to the people: 
Santerre was {tiff, and peremptory in his com- 
mands. When La Fayette appeared in public, it 
was always with the greateft attention to his drefs 
and ou:ward deportment: Santerre, who wore his 
hair round, was conttantly {cen in the moft carel. & 
and floveniy trim, his breaft open, and the {wear 
running down, as if he wanted to relemble a leucler 
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of gladiators, or rather of rebel flaves. La Fayette’s 
‘white horfe had become proverbial to exprefs the 
general palenefs, or the general blank: Santerre+~ 
affected.to give his orders in the ftreets of Paris, 
mounted on a heavy black horfe, and attended 
only by a fervant, who officiated as his aid-de- 
camp ; inftead of the gay and gilded train that for 
two years always followed the great general of the : 
revolution, 


The men, who formed the new national guards, 
were very worthy of having a brewer for their com- 
mander in chief. Fellows armed with fpears, 
feythes, piftols, and bludgeons, were feen from 
time to time patroling the ftreets; too weak to 
‘protect, but excellent at havock ; greedy of plun- 
der; having nothing to lofe ; the outcafts of the 
{eétions ; aftonifhed at their new authority ; yet as 
timid as the national guards when they met with 
any of the gang from Marfeilles and Breft, who 
ftill continued mafters of Paris. All the fhops 
yemained for a long time fhut: a dead filence 
feigned even in the moft populous ftreets: thofe, 
whom alarm or bufinefs obliged to go out of their 
houfes, did it with trembling, and were difguifed 
in the meaneft fort of clothes: they feemed to fteal 
‘along, rather than attentive to any bufinefs. Even 
‘friends fhrank from the fight of one another : uni- 
verfal fear dictated univerfal caution. This filence 


was 
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-. Was not even interrupted by the noife of carriages : 
“Tebody dared to. venture out for a. litte air, ill 
the thades of night fpread a veil over people’s 
faces, and infufed fome little courage into their 
hearts. I fhall never forget, that, after havin 
~jpent four days withour feeing a fingle foul go 
through the ftreet where I lived, I determined at 
length to take a turn one night in the Champs Ely» 
fées. Twas quite aftonithed to find the fields mere 
crowded with people in thefe hours of darknefs, _ 
than in the brighteft days of fummer. They had 
been all day imprifoned in their houfes by the 
fame terror ; and the fame want of air now brought 
them to the fame place, and at the {ame moment, 


The new common council had annulled the old: 
municipality ; but was obliged to keep fome of its 
committes, fuch as thofe which had the care of 
provifions and of public works; as the turning 
them out of their places offered neither the allures 
ment of plunder, nor the fad pleafure of doing 
mifchief. One may eafily fuppofe what kind of 
people this common council was made up of: a 
fhoe-maker, a crimp for recruiting parties, a clerk 
turned out of his place, a hackney writer to ator 
nies, a player, a poet who by his deeds fought res 
venge for the public contempt of his works, with 
fome other roffians in waiftcoats and long beards, 
formed a part of this burlefque fenate, at the head. 
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of which Robefpierre almoft always prefided. The- ~ 
au tence was jultas refpettable as the council: it 
confi:ted of common rroftitutes, and wretches who 
had broke out of prif n, or efcaped the juft pu- 
nithment of the law. Profligacy fat attending the 
deliber .tions of drunkennefs. In fhort, this fan-” 
hedrim was fo complete, that even Petion found 
himfelf eclipfed in it. 


Such, however, was the great political body 
that continued for feveral months, and ftill conti- 
nues invefted with the fovereignty of the nation ! 


Its firft care was to inftitute that formidable 
committee of general fecurity, for which. its coun- 
try has fince paid fo dearly, by the facrifice of 
many a.victim, and of which Marat, iffuing from 
his den, became the principal agent, juft in the 
fame manner as Charles Lameth had been feen, 
three years before, to eftablith the committee of 
jnquiry on the ruins of the infurre‘tion of the fifth 
ef O&ober; with this fole difference, that Marat 
at the Abbey undertonk the commiffion of crimes, 
whereas his predeceffor only brought upon himfelf 
a load of ridicule by taking Aznonciados. (The ine 
fignia of an order of knighthcod.} ~ 


But it was not enough to have deftroyed royal- 
ty ; fame temporary adminiftration was to be fub- 
ftituted 
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ftituted in. its room. The National Affembly, 
therefore, filled, without delay, the places of the 
fix Minifters St. Croix, Jolly, Dubouchage, d’A- 
bancour,Je Roulx de la Ville, and Champion, 
with the following perfons : 
* Le Brun, the editor of a very ordinary kind of 
new{paper, entitled the European Fournal, in which 
tranflations of German paragraphs from the Ham- 
burgh and Frankfort gazettes appeared four-and- 
twenty hours fooner than in the other papers. 
This had gained the editor the reputation of an 
able ftatefman with the ninnies of Paris, and no 
finall degree of diplomatic confequence among 
his brethren. He was therefore chofen Minifter 
for the Foreign Department, 


The law-minifter was the ter:ible Danton, that 
favage counfel to the fection of the Cordeliers, the 
very man who, when the conftitutionalifts brought 
in a complaint of the arrival of the Marfetllais, 
‘told them, that they would be foon an/wered with 
ihe muzzle of a fire-lock to ibeir heads. Danton im- 
mediately chofe for his fecretaries Faber Déglan- 
tine, and Camillus Defmoulins, the editors of two 
incendiary newfpapers, one entitled The Revolutions 
of Paris, and the other, The Revolutions of Brabant. 
If Themis, the impartial goddefs of juftice, is re- 
prefented in mythology with a veil over her eyes, 
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one may fay that the had now a triple bandage 
faftened upon them by three fuch difpenfers of the 
law ; that her fcales were broken to pieces ; dnd 
that her {word alone was left to her. 


M. Monge, the examiner of the marine pupils, 
was elected Minifter for that Department. 


M. Servan, brother to the celebrated attorney~ 
general of that name, was nominated a fecond 
time Minilter for the War Department. They 
forgot that he had been already charged with ne- 
gligence by Dumourier, his fucceffor, accufed of 
fraud by Le Cointre, and cenfured for extortion 
and for difadvantageous contracts by the public at 
large : they forgot that, on the yery day of his for. 
mer appointment, he promoted himfelf to the rank. 
-of camp-marfhal : but they were willing ta forget 
his ambition and his avarice; and to remember 
only that he was one of the principal inftruments 
of the infurrection, by his having folicited a decree 
for the forming of a camp of twenty thoufand men 
under the walls of Paris; and fuddenly,asa teftimo- 
ny of refpect, the Affembly decreed the forming of: 
fuch a camp, with permiffion to the corps of Pari- 
fian artillery to plant their cannon, according to. 
their own requeft, on regular efplanades along 
the heights of Montmartre, 


Claviere, 
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Claviere, from Geneva, a refentful, turbylent 
{pirit, a compound of gall and revenge, was once 
more advanced to the office of Minifter of the 
Public Revenue. He it was who let Briffot have’ 
the fmall fupply of cath he wanted to go upon his 
travels to the United States of America, and to 
“bring back thence the idea of a national conven- 
tion, It was but juft that the pupil fhould reim- 
burfe his patron’s expences by a lucrative poft. 
Thefe two philanthropifts had long been poifoning 
the minds of the French with their pamphlets on 
paper-money, or on the principles of political 
economy ; and their double counterfeits had fa- 
tally got into extenfive circulation. Claviere’s 
entire fkill and his {ole refources in revenue-mat- 
ters confifted in fabricating affignats, and coining 
bell-metal ;_ in drawing and remitting ; in bank- 
ing tricks and fpeculations, founded on paper- 
millions, by which one may influence foreign ex- 
changes for a given time at pleafure ; and in all the 
Jictle juggling of trade, which may gain a mana 
great character in the eyes of fools, but a very fiily 
character among fenfible merchants. With this 
empty fhew of-talents, Claviere was fixty years old, 
before he could accomplith any thing more than 
throwing his native country into confufion, get- 
ting himfelf driven away difgracefully, and creat- 
ing in France a new company of ftock-brokers, 
who paid off fixty thoufand livres of his debts, 

and 
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and granted him a falary of twelve thoufand livres 
a year. He had already half ruined this company, - 
when Eriffor’s gratitude recommended him to 
public acknowledgements of his great fervices, in- 
order to give the finifhing ftroke to poor France. 


Laftly, the virtuous, the eternally virtuous Rol- 
land, or rather Mrs. Rolland, his wife and privy 
counfeller, or to fpeak with ftill greater precifion, 
Mr. and Mrs. Rolland were appointed to fill the 
office of Minifter for the Home Department ; and 
came to manage the affairs of the republic in 
the very houfe where Neckar and his virtuous con- 
fort had begun to manage the affairs of the revo- 
Tution. Such was the reward of Rolland’s grofs 
infults to the King in the month of May, when he 
was difmiffed from office, for a letter addreffed to 
his maje(ty, which the courts of law could and 
ought to have punifhed. The truly original con- 
du of this minifter, amidft all the crimes that 
followed the tenth of Auguft, will be the objec 
of a particular examination in a future chapter, 


A fecretary was wanted for this executive coun- 
cil, the appointment of which was faid to be only 
temporary. Up ftarted, juft at this moment, a 
lide puppy of a ballad-writer, the editor of a 
couatry newfpaper, M. Grouvelle in a word, who 
‘was firft employed to copy writings by Cham- 

fort 


[ 425 ] 


_ fort the academician, then got a fecretary’s place 
in the Condé’s family, and next became a revolu- 
tion-man, and joined Creuthe in publihing a vil- 
lage paper full of the moft ridiculous ftuff, in which 
thofe two perverfe {cribblers catechifed the poor 
country people with ftrings of philofophical points, 
each in the form of an antithefis. : 


Such was the adminiftration conftituted by the 
good pleafure of two hundred and eighty mem? 
bers of the National Affembly. Its firlt object, 
like that of ail defpotic governments, was to re- 
move every obftacle that might impede its pro- 
grefs; and, for this purpofe, to deftroy without 
delay whatever might raife any oppolition to its 
will, or fet the public opinion right with refped& 
to its meafures. All the newfpapers, attached to 
the caufe of royalty, or to that of the late conftitu. 
tion fo often {worn to, were fuppreffed, and their 
printing preffes deftroyed. The editors were alfo 
profecured, their houfes plundered, and their per- 
fons imprifoned. The following were the papers, 
againft which the fury of the faction was thus di. 
rected ; ‘ 


La Gazette de Paris, (t be Paris Gazette) edited 
hy the unfortunate De Rofoi, of whom: I fhall foon 


have occafion to make farther mention : 
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Ai ami du Roi, (The King’s Friend) by Counfel- 
lor Montjoie, the author of a valuable hiftory of 
the revolution. 


La Feuille du Four, (The Daily Paper) a produc- 
tion of great wit and humour, written by fome 
well-bred men who kept the beft company ; but 
as it did not flatter the violent extremes of any 
party, though yead by all, it was approved by 
none : 


Le Speétateur et Modérateur National, (The Nar 
tional Speélator and Moderator) by M. Charnois, 
the fon-in-law of the famous Préville, and one of 
the victims fince butchered at the Abbey prifon : 


Le Fournal dela Cour, et de la Ville, (The Court 
and City Fournal) known by the name of Little 
Gautier, the fuppofed editor of which, Capt. St. 
Méard, paid very dear, by his agony during eight 
and thirty hours at the Abbey, for the puns and 
feurrilities of other writers in that paper : 


Le Fournal de Paris, (The Paris Fournal) which 
had rifen into notice, not fo much by having a 
member of the Conftituent Affembly, Regnault 
de St. Jean d’Angeli, for its editor, as by being 
fupplied with excellent articles, the. productions of 
Mefits. Suart, Andrew, Chenier, De Pange, Fran- 
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cis, Chéron, and of all the writers in general who 


, formed what was called at Paris the Trudain Society. 


wd 


La Gazette Univerfelle, (The Univerfal Gazette} 
by Cérifier, who was for a long time the editor of 
a paper publifhed in Holland: the greateft crime 
with which this gazette could be charged was its 
having 14000 fub{cribers :. 


Les Annales. Monarchiques 5 (The Monarchical An- 
nals) Le Bulletin. de Minuit ; (The Midnight Re+ 
porter) Le Fournal Eccléfiaftique ; (The Clerical Four~ 
nal) by the learned and virtuous Abbé de Barruel : 


Laftly, Le Logographe, (The Logographic Journal) 
the moft voluminous of all the newfpapers pub- 
lithed fince the creation of the world, and which 


| for that very reafon had the merit, or advantage of 


telling every thing, an advantage that never was 
agreeable to ufurpers *, 


‘ ' Alt 


* Ido not take any notice, in this lift, of The King’s Friend, 
of which the two Royous were the editors. This paper, which 
united with the pureft principles great ftrength of argument and 
the keeneft ftrokes of farcaftic wit, had been fuppreffed three 
months before ; and one of its brave editors, againft whom the 
Affembly had paffed a-decree of impeachment, had funk under 
the preflre of his labours and of his affliftion the very morning 
after the 20th of June. “He expired on hearing of the infults 
and outrage offered to the King. It is thus that one of Alex- 
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Alf the fources of public information were now 
exigroffed by Gorfas, Catra, Briffot, Marat, Lou-’ | 
vet, Robert, Guinguené, Condorcet, &c. &c. ; and 
it is through fuch infeéted and poifoned chanacls 
that the infurreétion of the tenth of Auguft has 
been hitherto conveyed to the public, nearly: in 
the fame manner that the Alcoran was laid before 
the world by Mahomet. 


Thefe defpotic forms were continued long after 
the tenth of Auguft. Never was the Bufile 
chargeable with fuch horrors as the republic. I 


ander's foldiers is defcribed ruthing into the flames of his maf- 
ter’s funeral pile, determined not to furvive him. The Freach 
Mercury was no longer edited by Maurer Dourax. This cele- 
brated writer had feen very clearly, two months before, that it 
was impoffible to avoid the ftorm then gathering: he therefore 
retired into Switzerland, where he employed his leifure hours in 
giving advice, which unfortunately was never attended to, Soon 
after the revolution the Mercury was dedaubed with republica- 
nifm, and gained in contempt what it-loft in fubfcribers, ‘The 
political correfpondence, which I continued till the ninth of Auguft, 
was alfo one of the objects of Facodin perfecution. In general, 
fafficient attention has not been paid to the moft active caufes of 
the revolution. The leading one is the {worn enmity of the 
Baissor party to that of the Lametus ; and the fecond is the 
mutual jealoufy of the editors of newfpapers. One envied ano- 
ther’s influence, or the number of his fubfcribers ; and Europe 
was thrown topfy turvy to gratify printers, and the vanity of a 
wretched fcribbler, who had been for a long time employed in 
correcting the proof-fheets of the Courier de PExrope. 
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fhall enter into the fhocking detail of them, ‘yhea 
I,come to give an account of the King’s trial. 


The Swifs foldiers, who were confined ‘in the 
Feuillant guard-houfe, {till occafioned a great fer- 
ment among the mob, and much uneafinefs ameng , 
the members of the Affembly. A citizen, how- 
ever, relieved the latter from this perplexity, by 
informing them, that fome of thofe men whom 
the Court, he faid, had intended to employ for the 
purpofe of opprefing the people, had only been mif- 
led, and were therefore pardoned. The Affembly, 
in order to embellith the pages of its hiftory, or- 
dered the following fine words to be inferted in . 
the Journals of the Houfe, though the Speaker 
never uttered one of them: ‘ They have acted as 
* flaves in fhedding our blood ; we will treat them 
<« with" generofity, which is the charatteriftic of 
« freemen.” “This bombaftic rant is immediately 
followed by a little farce : it is thus defcribed in 
the minutes of the proceedings. 4 difarmed Swifs 
fuddenty makes his appearance, as if by magic. The 
Speaker at tbe bar views him with emotion ; catches 
him in his arms ; clafps him to bis breaft ; bedews bim 
with bis tears; and, bis heart being unable to fupport 
Juch Prong agitations of fentiment, he faints away. The 
peeple fly to bis affiftance: bis eyes foon open, and are 
sagain fixed on the Swiss. Ab, said he, I feel my 
frrength revive ia bebolding the unfortunate vidlim 

whose 
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whose life I bad the happiness to save. IE afk but one 
thing in return; and that is, that be will go to my 
house, and never part from me. I will maintain bint. 
Iwill take care of him: it is thus that freemen re- 
wvenge themselves on despots. Might we not add with 
much greater truth; it is thus that mountebanks 
make fools of people, by working upon their Senfibility. ~ 


The Affembly melts into tears, and afks the 
cjtizen’s name, that it may be recorded: What is 
very remarkable, he happened to be called Cur- 
MENT: the Affembly is enraptured with the name : 
it was that of the ¥acobin who affaffinated Henry 
IV. This King’s fucceffor was now prefent, and 
he heard the name of the aflaffin of his family ap- 
plauded. Chabot, the capuchin, immediately ad- 
vifed the Affembly to order this CLemenr to an- 
nounce to the people the King’s fufpenfion, ob- 
ferving, at the fame time, that this citizen’s name 
was calculated to infpire confidence. What an 
infipid and barbarous pun. Such was the charac- 
ter of the French in all their civil wars: irony al- 
ways went fide by fide with cruelty. The King 
was a prifoner, and a defpicable monk infulted 
him : in the fame manner did one of the brother- 
hood, Andrew de Joyeufe, kindle the flames of 
rebellion in Paris, when Henry IV. was fighting 
for his crown, Machiavel was right when he 

called 
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odlled révoludions the carnivals, or mafquerades of 
Fiftory. ‘ 

The Affembly feizes upon the horfes of the 
King’s guard that were ftill at the military {chool ; 
decrees relief and rewards for the familiés of thofe 
who had loft their lives in the affair of the tenth ; 
votes a gratuity of a hundred thoufand livres to 
the common council of Paris; fufpends the de- - 
parture of the mail; forbids all travellers to quit 
Paris ;_ takes poffeffion of all the property in the 
Thuilleries and the royal wardrobe ; forms a 
court-midrtial for the trial of the Swifs officers and 
foldicrs ; breaks the corps of officers belonging to 
the gendarmerie; decrees the removal of all ftatues 
erected in the fquares and other public places ; 
abolifhes the late corporation of Paris ; orders the 
great feal to be put on’the papers and effects of all 
the Minifters, as well as of M. Foreftier, pay- 
mafter of the Swifs guards, and of M. Bonne- 
Carrete, Secretary for the Foreign Department; 
recommends to the common council of Paris to 
fhut up all gaming houfes ; authoriles domiciliary 
vifts (general f{earch-warrants) in all fufpected 
houfes ; pafles a dectee of impeachment againtt 
M. Blanegily, member for the department of the 
Mouths of the Rocue, for having betrayed the fecrets 
of the Jacobins ; orders the feals to be affixed to 
all the royal houfes; creates a guard for its own 
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defefice, by a vote for raifing a corps of eavalry, 
and granting thirty fous (fifteen pence Englift: 
money) per day to the federates, from the time of 
their coming to Paris * ; orders twelve commif- 
fioners, chofen. out of its own members, to repair 
to the four armies, in order to extingnifh any. 
fparks of honour and loyalty that might flill be: 
found there, by ftriking a terror into the generals, 
fowing diffentions between the foldiers and their 
officers, and infufing the republican fpirit into the 
troops. 


Jealous of paying. homage to the fervices of the 
common council, the fa@tion who decreed in the 
name of the Affembly +, deprived the magiftrates 


* The miniftry had, perhaps, negleéted too rich the appli- 
cations made by the Mar/eillais from the time of their arrival at 
Paris. The extreme diftrefs they were in, even fo as to want 
the common neceffaries of life, Jeft them wholly at the difpofat 
of the firft bidder. Parbaroux, their agent, continued for a 
Jong time to teaze M. Audibert, a merchant of Marfeilles, for 
twenty thoufand livres. When the miniftry feemed inclined to 
attend to their wants, fifty thoufand livres were demanded. 
Petion raifed the fupplies: the fecret bank was opened for their 
fupport: the Mary/eil/ais were kept in pay; and royalty was 
deftroyed. 


+ It fhould not be forgotten, that no difcuffion took place 
upon any one motion; and that there was fcarcely the interval 
of a moment between any thing's being propofed, and its pafling 
into a law, or its being decreed. 


of 
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of the depattment for the time being of al] con 
‘cern in the atts pafled by the reprefentatives of the 
common council refpecting the police and general 
_fecurity ; atid configned that terrible power to the 
dreadful Committee of Infpection, who afterwards 
directed the maffacres on the fecond of September, 
and whofe prefident was a man, againft whom a 
decree of impeachment had been paffed, Marat, as 
his odious name muft be mentioned: 


After having hefitated a long time on the place 
to be appointed for the King’s refidence ; after 
having fucceffively decreed, and feen rejected by 
the common council Luxembourg Palace, and the 
Chancery Hotel in Vendéme Place, they caufed this — 
auguft vidim and his family to be lodged in the 
Temple prifon, allowing them a maintenance of five 
hundréd thoufand livres a yeat; which was hever 
paid. 


After fo many decreés paffed without any de- 
bate, the Aflembly affected the thew of laying 
down all its power on the altar of patriotifm, by 
decreeing, that, in forty days, a National Con. 
vention fhould be formed, in which every man of 
twenty-five years of ag¢ might vote for the elec- 
tion of a reprefentative. lt even declared that 
foreigners were eligible ; and thus invited thé er- . 
fors and thé madnefs not only of France, but of 

Tig all 
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all Europe, to come and fecond its own rage, and 
give a fandtion to its principles. This minority 
of the Affembly, which thus gave the law to the 
majority, and’ had even put them to flight, as 
there were not above three hundred members who 
made their appearance, this minority, I fay, kept 
up the fhew of being difinterefted, without for- 
feiting the leaft part of its tyrannical authority. 


When the firft torrent of decrees had been 
poured out, in the midft of the crath of ftatues that 
were pulling down, in the midi of dying groans, 
the noify rage of fome, and the murderous filence 
of others, the Aiiembly at length decreed it ne- 
ceffary te review its own conduét, and to fubmit 
its proceedings to the examination of the whole 
ftate, of Europe, and of pofterity. It ordered a 
manifefto to be drawn up, which might ferve 
upon any emergency as its juftification, or its ex- 
cufe. It entrufted the penning of this to that falfe 
wit, that perverter of literary honours, that turbu- 
lent mathematician, that hufband without fidelity, 
that philofopher without gratitude, that republican 
without virtue, thet philanthropift without the 
leaft abhorrence of murder, whom Avignon had 
difgorged under the name of Caritar, and whom 
the old government had permitied to aflume the 
name of the 

Marauis pe Gonporcer, 
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Ic was then the Marquis de Condorcet who drew 
«ip the memorial which Iam going to lay before 
the reader. I fhall afterwards enter into a dif- 
cuffion of its merits, a thing not yet done, owing 
to the terror which the faétion had fpread round 
them. With this I fhall conclude the firft volume | 
of my narrative. I fhall then conduct my readers 
into a frightful career. It is through the dreary - 
abodes of death, amidft tombs and ruins, over 
heaps of “flaughtered and {till palpitating victims, 
that we muft purfue our way to reach the final 
cataftrophe with which we are now threatened. 
Some kind ofattack, fome fort of defence may be 
faid to have at leaft palliated the difafters of the 
zoth of Auguft: crimes without precedent, crimes 
without excufe, murders in cold blood will naw 
make the tears gufh from every reader’s eye: the 
calamities I have to defcribe, calamities’ never be- 
fore heard of, {cenes almoft furpaffing belief, events 
which pofterity will look upon as fi€tions, mutt 
{care the fancy, and torture the fenfibility of every 
feeling foul. Let the man, who is incapable of 
fympathizing with the fufferings of others, now 
turn away his eyes: Ihave nothing but tears to 
pour out before him, nothing but fcenes of blood 
to prefent to his view. Frivolous and unfeeling 
readers! once more Jet me tell you to turn away 
your eyes: it is not for youl write. But it is to 
you, much efteemed iflanders, that I addrefs my- 
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felf—you, who have afforded us fhelter from per- 
fecution, affiftance and relief from the preffure of . 
‘diftrefs, may now fee the abyfs of mifery intg 
which our corruption and difloyalty have plunged 
the only nation in the univerfe that has been your 
rival. Ah! no doubt, there was no occafion for 
fuch an example to incite you to bring to the foot 
of the throne thofe teftimonies of refpe& and at- 
tachment which your loyalty has poured in from 
every quarter. You defpifed. the rights of man, 
becaufe you had a clear. idea of ‘his duties; and 
your wifdom directed you to ftrengthen the rights 
of your government, in proportion to the activity 
with which you perceived the new {pirit of anar- 
chy was. diffufed and propagated. Go on in fo 
glorious a career; fhew yourfelyes as powerful as 
you are great: reftore kings to their fubjetts, and 
fubjects to their kings: let Europe be indebted to 
you for the happy union of liberty and royalty ; 
and nothing will then be wanting to your glory, 
as nothing is now wanting to your profperity.# 


* England very wifely availed itfelf of its infular fituation ta 
get rid of wolves. The fame fteps fhould be taken to extermi- 
nate all other beafts of prey, and fuch ferocious animals as live 
only upon carnage. A new fpecies of the carnivorous kind has 
lately made its appearance in Europe, and has committed ravages 
fhocking to human nature. Thefe animals unije the ferocity 
and blood- thirftinefs of the tyger, the fubtlety of the fox, the 


cowardice of the wolf, the venom of the ferpent, and the defor- 
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graded by the ‘dligacs and accumulated vices of fociety—-when 
Pplungéd into the laft fink of depravity and corruption. Ani- 
amals of this fort are known by the name of Facobins.” Their | 
manners, their tricks, their condu&, their mode of propagating 
the {pecies, are all perfettly known at prefent: their hiftory is 
even written by themfelves: their eftablifhment in every country 
is traced in charaéters of mud and gore: impofture and auda- 
cioufnefs are their fore-runners; and they every where intro- 
duce confternation, plunder, and death. ‘Their artifice in af- 
fuming different fhapes renders them very dangerous ; but it is 
not difficult to ftrip them of their difguife, by taking proper 
methods. : 

A very fimple one is to aét, upon fych occafions, as people do, 
when informed that the plague has appeared in any neighbour- 
ing country: This is the conduét that ought to have been 
adopted by all the powers of Europe when the acebin plague 
broke out in Frame, Had they done fo, there would have been 
no occafion for fuch mighty armaments to drive out and exter- 
minate this new race of ferocious animals, whofe number in- 
ereafes in proportion to the terror they infpire. 

Let England, ating with more wifdom and courage than other 
ftates, perfift to the end in her generous refolution to deftroy 
thofe pefts‘of human nature: ‘et her thew the world the irrefift- 
able energy of a good government, when exerted againft the fons 
of turbulence, who can lift up their heads only in the midft of 
yeeaknefs and diforder. 

It would be proper every where to appoint, as the Js dcohin 
themfelves have done, but under legal fanétion, committees of 
inquiry againft thofe public enemies, and committees of infpece 
tion, to watch over all the members of the community, who 
might be threatened with the contagious effects of the poifon 
{cattered abroad by thofe animals to transform men into mon- 
fters like themfelves. Such methods might be taken, that, upon 
their judicious application, the real fhape and colour of every in- 
dividual woul immediately appear. As foon as it became evi- 
dent that any being in human form was of the ¥ecodiz foecias. 
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‘that animal thould then be treated exaétly as a mad wolf, the 
contagious bite of which might endanger a whole diftri@. Eng- 
land furely will not hefitate to adopt againft the Jacobins as ef- 
feftual meafures as fhe once did againft wolves that prey only 
upon theep, whereas the food of which the acobins are molt 
greedily fond is human fteth. 

The venomous qualities of the Facobin render it farther necef- 
fary to ufe the fame caution with refpe& to any thing that be- 
Jonged to him, or that may have comie in contaét with this fpe- 
cies of animals, as we do in regard to whatever belonged to, or 
was touched by a perfon infected with the pi.zue, or was brought 
from any country where that contagion is known to prevail. 
Experiments thoild be made to afcertain whether it may be fafe 
or not to admit the fufpected articles into circulation. Written 
and printed papers: being the moft active vehicle for diffufing 
Yacobin poifon with the greateft eafe and rapidity, they ought to 
be examined with particular care by the committees of inquiry, 
and not one page, containing the {malleft particle of the noxious 
infution, thould be fuffered to find its wey into the hands of the 

unfufpecting multitude.’ : 

‘As to the individual montters of this {pecies, we leave the 
world to judge whether any delicacy ought to be ufed towards 
them ; and whether it can be politic in us timidly to be fatisfied 
with putting ourfelves on our guard, the only effeét of which 
will be to delay a litte the inevitable moment of our being 
devoured by them, if we do not march againft them with col- 
leéted forces, and attack with the vigour that we ought a race of 
animals as cowardly as they are cruel, flying before thofe who 
make a fpirited onfet, but purfuing with unabated fury fuch as 
they perceive to be terrified at their approach. The only rule of 
our conduét thould be to treat them, juft as they intended to treat 
allwiankind. A race of animals, that fprung from the mafs of 
vice and corruption which overfpread France, lately become the 
fink of Europe, cannot be deftined by Providence to have any 
Jafting exiftence. Like locufts, whofe fwarms, after having de- 
voured the produce of immenfe trals, are driven back bya 

purifying 
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purifyiog wind, and plunged into the fea; the Jacobins, after 
having ferved as a fcourge for the chaftifement of men debafed 
and corrupted by a falfe philofophy that cherifhed in them the 
wort of vices, will foon Jeave behind them no y other trace than 
that of their dreadful ravages, the remembrance of which mut 
be equally horrid and affli@ing. , “i 
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EXPOSITION 


Of the National Afembly’s motives for proclaiming the 
calling together of a National Convention, and for 
fufpending the King’s exercife of the Executive - 
Power. 


STRICT account of the motives that influ- 

enced the late refolutions of the National 
Affembly is certainly due to the nation, to Ey- 
rope, and to pofterity. 


Feeling at once the oppofite preffure of two 

‘ important duties, the facred obfervance of its oaths 

on the one hand, and the falvation of the ftate on 

the other, the Affembly wifhed to unite the dif- 

charge of both, and to do what the exigencies of 

public affairs required, without ufurping any 
power not intrufted to it by the people, 


At the opening of the feffion, fome emigrants, 
who had crowded together on the frontiers, kept 
up a correfpondence with all the enemies of liberty 
that were ftill lurking among the troops of the 
line, and in the feveral departments; while fanatic 
priefts, exciting alarms in fuperftitious minds, 
ftrove to perfuade deluded citizens, that the rights 

: of 
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pf confcience were violated by the conftitution, 
and that the law had incrufted-the funCtions of re- 
ligion to men guilty of herefy and facrilege. 


Laft of all, French liberty was threatened bya 
confederacy of powerful kings, who fancied they - 
“had a right to determine how far it was confiftent 
with their intereft as defpots to permit us to be 
free ; and who fondly hoped to fee the fovereignty 
of the people, and the independence of the French - 
empire fhrink before the arms of their dlaves, 
Thus the imminent danger of a civil and reli. 
_ gious war was likely to be foon increafed by a fg- 
reign invafion, 


TheAffembly thought it its duty to crufh the 
emigrants, and to defeat the efiorts of factious - 
priefts by fevere decrees ; but the King oppofed 
to thefe decrees the fufpenfive refufal of that affent 
which was yvefted in him by the conftitution: 
Meantime thofe emigrants and thofe priefts conti- 
nued to act in the King’s name: it was under 
the pretence of reftoring to him what they called 
“his lawful authority, that the former had taken up 
arms, and that the latter were become the preachers 
of affaffinations and treafon, Thofe emigrants 
were the King’s brothers, his relations, his caur- 
tiers, his late guards ; and at the very time that. 
this 
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this fa&t, confidered in the fame point of view 
with the King’s conduct, not only juttified, but 
enforced fufpicion, the refufal of his affent to de- 
crees, which were ncceflarily deftroyed by being 
fufpended, fhewed clearly how that veto, which 
the law meant only to be fufpenfive, might be fo 
perverted, by the manner of its being made ufe of,” 
as to have a final and decifive effect, and to give 
the King an unlimited and arbitrary power of an- 
nulling all the meafures that may be deemed ne- 
‘ceflary by the Legiflative Body fer the mainte- 
nance of liberty. 


From that moment the whole nation may be 
faid to have been overcaft with thofe glooms of 
uneafinefs which are the fure forerunners of a tem- 
peft ; and ftrong indications appeared of the ge- 

-neral miftruit of the Executive Power, 


The National Affembly was not difcouraged. 
Princes, who called themfelves the allies of France, 
had afforded the emigrants not only an afylum, 
but full liberty to take up arms, to enlift recruits, 
to colle€&t bodies of troops, and to make every 
other warlike preparation; in confequence of 
which, as being a dire& infringement of the law 
of nations, the King was requefted by a folemn 
meffage to break the filence he had too long pre- 
ferved. He feemed to comply with the withes of 

the 
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the nation : armaments were ordered ; but it was 
* féon evident, that negociations, fet on foot by a 

weak or criminal miniftry, had no other object im 

view but the obtaining of empty promifes, which 

being never performed, could be looked upon 
. only as a deception, or an infult. The confede- 
racy of kings now began to a¢t with freth vigour ; 
and at their head appeared the Emperor, the French 
King’s brother-in-law, allied to the nation by-a . 
treaty beneficial only to himfelf, which the Con- 
ftituent Affembly, impofed upon by the Miniftry, 
had thought proper to confirm, facrificing on that 
account the well-founded hope at that time of an: 
alliance with the Houfe of Brandenburg. 


The National Affembly deemed it neceffary for 
the fafety of France to oblige the Emperor to de- 
clare whether he intended to aé as its ally, or its 
enemy ; and to explain himfelf on the fubject of 
two contraditory treaties, by oneof which he was 
bound to-affift France, while in the other he had: 
engaged to attack it,—treaties, which it was im- 
pofible for him to reconcile, without avowing his’ 
intention to feparate the King from the nationy 
and to have the war againft the people of France 
looked upon as affiftance given to his ally. The 
Emperor’s anfwer ferved only to encreafe the mif- 
truft fo natural at fuch a concurrence of affairs, 
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the French nation, and againft the popular affocid- 

tions cftablifhed in our cities, the abfurd charges 

with which the counter-revolutionary preffes have 

Been {0 long made to groan by the emigrants, and 

the hirelings of thé miniftry. He folemnly de- 
clared his with to remain the King’s ally ; yet he 

had juft figned a new confederacy againft France, 

to fupport the authority of the King of the French, 


Thefe leagues, thefe treaties; and the intrigues 
of the emigrants who had effedted them in the 
King’ 's name, had been concealed by the minifters 
from the reprefentativ es of the people. No public 
difavowal of thofe intrigues, no effort to prevent 
or diffolve this confpiracy of Monarchs, had af. 
forded any proof to the citizens of France, or to 
the people of Europe, that the King had fincerely 
finited’ his own caufe with that of the nation. 


This evident connivance between the cabinet of 
the Thuilleries and that of Vienna ftruck every 
obferver. The National Affembly thought it 
their duty rigoroufly to enquire into the conduct 
of the Minifter for the Foreign Department ; and 
adecree of impeachment was the confequence of 
thatenquiry. His colleagues in office difappeared 
with him ; and the King’s council was then filled 
With patriotic minifters. 


Leopold's 
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Leopold’s fucceffor purfued his father’s polis 
tics. He infifted upon indemnifications, in. favour 
of the Princes who had any property in Alface, 
which were incompatible with the French contti- 
tution, and contrary to the independence of the 

_ nation. He wanted France to betray the confi- 
dence, and to violate the rights of the people of 
Avignon. He alfo mentioned other grievances; 
which, he faid, could not be difcuffed but by av 
appeal to the fword. 


The King feemed to feel that fuch a challenge’ 
to go to war could not be endured without betray-- 
ing the moft fhameful weaknefs : he feemed fen 
fible how perfidious this language was on the part’ 
of an enemy, who appeared defirous of his alli-’ 
ance, and concerned for his fate, folely to fow be.’ . 
tween him and his .people the feeds of difcord, 
which would enervate our ftrength, and check, or” 
difconcert all our operations. He therefore pro- 
pofed war by the unanimous advice of his council ;+ 
and war was decreed. 


By countenancing the embodied collections of 
emigrants; by fuffering them to threaten: our 
frontiers ; by keeping up troops in readinefs to fe.” 
cond their firft fuccefsful attempt; by preparing a° 
retreat for them; by perfifting ina menacing con- 
federacy ; the King of Hungary fubje@ed France‘ 

to’ 
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to the hecéffity of adopting very expenfive meitig 
ef defence ; exhaufted its revenue ; encouraged” 
the audacity of confpirators, {cattered up and down 
in the feveral departments ; excited the alarms of 
the citizens; and thus fomented, and perpetuated: 
confulion. Never was any war juftified by more _ 
_ teal hoftilities ; and declaring was only repel- 
ling, it. 


The National Affembly were then enabled to 
judge how far the preparations of defence had 
been neglected, notwithftanding fuch frequently 
repeated promifes. Their uneafinefs and mif- 
truft were ftill, however, confined fo the laté mi- 
niftry, and to the King’s fecret advifers : but they 
foon faw that all the meafures of the patriotic mi- 
nifters were counteracted, and that they were at- 
tacked with the greateft afperity by the advo- 
eates for royal power, and by thofe who made a 
boaft of their perfonal attachment to their King. 


Our armies were torn afunder by political divi- 
fions : difcord had been fown between the officers 
and the troops ; between the generals and the 
minifiry. Attempts were made to convert thofe 
very armies which had been raifed for the defence 
of the French territories, and the fupport of na- 
tional independence, into the tools of a party who 
no longer concealed their with to fubflitute their 

own 
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ign will in the room of that of the reprefentatives 
bf the nation. 


The machinations of the priefts, acquiring feeth 
activity by the war, rendered a law to reprefs_ them 
~indifpenfable : fuch a law was decreed. 


The forming of a camp between Paris and the 
frontiers was a meafure happily contrived for ex- 
ternal defence, while it ferved to infpire the inter~ 
tial departments with confidence, and to prevent 
the difturbances which any alarm thete might oc- 
cafion: the Affembly decreed the forming of fuch 
acamp: but the King refufed his affent to both 
thefe decrees; and difmifféd his = pasion mi- 
nifters, 


The conftitution had allowed thé King a guard 
of 1800 men; and thefe guafds manifefted their 
anti-patriotic fpitit with ah infolence which ex- 
cited the fears or the indignation of all well-affec- 
ted citizens. The beft recommiendations to a poft 
neat the King’s perfon were an avowed hatred of 
the conftitution, and a ftill more marked detefta- 
tion of Mere and equality. 


The Affembly was forced to diffolve this guard, 
in order to prevent both the difturbances it was 
fon likely to occafion, and counter-revolutionary 
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plots, of which there was already but too much 
evidence. : 


The King gave his affent to this decree; but 
iffaed at the fame time a proclamation full of pa- 
negyric on the very foldiers he had juft difbanded, 
and whom he had thereby acknowledged to be 

_ men fairly charged with being enemies to liberty. 


The new minifters excited juft fufpicions ; and’ 
as thefe fufpicions could no longer be confined to 
them, they extended to the King himfelf. 


His exerting the power of refufing his affent to 
decrees ditated by the urgency of immediate cir: 
cumftances, and the execution of which ought on 
that account to be prompt, and to ceafe with 
them, was looked upon by tbe public, at large, as 
a perverfion of his conftitutional prerogative, in- 
confiftent with liberty, ‘and with the very fpirit of 
the conftitution. There was a violent ferment 
among the people at Paris: an immenfe crowd of 
citizens joined in drawing up a petition, the ob- 
jeéts of which were the recal of the patriotic mi- 
niftery, and the retra@ation of the King’s refufal 
to fanction decrees, in favor of which the public 

had loudly declared themfelves, 


They 
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They requefted t6 file off in drms before the 
. National Affembly, as foori as their deputies 
fhould have read this petition. As fevefal other 
armed corps had obtained the like. permiffion, it 
was granted to them alfo.’ They withed to pre- 
fent the fame petition to the King, and to prefent 
it according to the forins prefcribed by law; but 
‘at the inftant that the municipal officers came to 
tell them, that their deputies, who had been at 
firft refufed, were going to be admitted, the door 
opened, and the crowd rufhed into the palace. 
The zeal of the mayor of Paris, the influence 
which his virtues and his patriotifm have given 
him over the citizens, the prefence of the repre- 
Yentatives of the people, who had ficceffively 
Yeputed feveral of their members to furround the 
King’s perfon, prevented all difturbances; and lefs 
tumult was feldom known to attend fo humerous 
a crowd. : 

The Kitig had difplayed the coloiirs of liberty, 
and had done jiftice to the citizen’ by declaring 
that he thought himfelf perfectly fafe in the midft 
of them: the focderation-day was drawing néar: 
citizens from all the departments were to come to 
Paris, and there {wear to maintain that liberty for 
which they were going to fight upon the frontiers: 
every thing might ftill have been happily repaired. 
But the miniftry difcovered in the events of the’ 
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‘goth of June only a favorable opportunity of 
fowing divifion between the inhabitants of Paris . 
and thofe of the departments ; between the people 
and the army ; between the different corps of the 
national guards ; between the citizens who ftaid at 
home, and thofe who flew to the defence of their 
country: The very next day the King changed 
‘his ftile: a flanderous proclamation was lavithly 
diftributed among the troops: one of the generals, 
by defire of the army under his command, came 
fo imfift upon vengeance, and to point out the 
victims. A pretty large number of the directories 
of the departments had: long: betrayed in their un+ 
conftitutional proceedings a concerted plan to 
form themfelves into an intermediate power be- 
tweén ‘the people and théir reprefentatives, be- 
tweert the National Affembly and the King. Even 
in the very palace of the Thuilleries, fome juftices 
of the peace had begun a dark fyftem of profecu- 
tion, in which they hoped to involve thofe patriots 
whofe vigilance and talents they dreaded moft. 
One of thofe juftices had already attempted to 
infringe upon the’ inviolability of the reprefenta- 
tives of the people ; and every circumftance indi+ 
cated:a deeply laid plot to make the judicial eftabs 
lithment an inftrument for giving unlimited extent 
to royal authority. Letters from the minifter of 
the home department gave directions to employ 
“forcible means againfl any foederates coming. to 
Paris 
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Paris to take an oath to fight for liberty; and it 
. Tequired all the aétivity of the National Affembly, 
all the patriotifm of the army, all the zeal of ens 
lightened citizens, to prevent the fatal effects of 
‘this diforganifing fcheme, which was likely to 
kindle the flames of civil war. An impulfe of 
* patriotifm had extinguifhed, in brotherly love and 
union, the divifions which had too often prevailed 
in the National Affembly; and the fafety of the 
ftate might ftill have refulted from this harmony. 
The profecutions begun by the King’s order, at 
the requeft of the comptroller of the civil lift, | 
might have been put a ftop to, The yirtuous 
Petion, punifhed by unjuft fufpenfion for having 
{pared the effufion of the people’s blood, might 
have been reftored to his office by the King; and 
it was {till poffible to throw all the odium of fuch 
continued mifdeeds, treachery, and treafon, upon 
thofe perfidious councillors, to whom a_-people, 
diftinguifhed for their confidence in royalty, had 
long been in the habit of imputing the crimes of 
our kings, 


The National Affembly then faw that the falva. 
tion of the ftate required extraordinary meafures, 
A. debate on the means of faving the country took 
place; and a committee was appointed to confider 
and draw up a plan for that purpofe. 

Kkg The 
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‘The declaration that the country was in danger 
was a call upon every citizen to unite in its de-” 
fence, and upon every public officer and magiftrate 
to remain at his poft; yet, in the midft of re- 
iterated complaints of the inattivity of govern- 
ment, of the negle&, or injudicious arrangement 
of warlike preparations, of the ufelefs or dangerous : 
movements of the armies, the avowed purpofe of 
which was to favour the political calculations of 
one of the generals, minifters either unknown to 
the public, or of fufpected characters, were feen 
rapidly fucceeding one another, and exhibiting, 
under new names, the fame inattivity, and the 
fame principles. 


Sufpicions were juftly increafed by a manifefto 
from the general of the enemy, threatening all 
freemen with death, and promifing his difgraceful 
protection to cowards and traitors. The defence 
of the French king feemed to be the fole concern 

of this enemy of France. Twenty-fix millions of 
"men were nothing to him in comparifon of one’ 
family claiming certain prerogatives: the earth 
was to be ftained with their blood, in revenge for 
the moft trifling infults; and the King, inftead of 
publicly declaring his indignation at a manifefto 
tending to rob him of the confidence of his people, 
feemed reluctantly to oppofe to it nothing more 
than a cold and timid difavowal. 

Could 
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Could it then be a matter of furprife, that the 
_people’s miftruft of the head of the executive 
power fhould have infpired them with a with no 
longer to fee the forces raifed for the common 
defence at the difpofal of the King in whofe name 
France was invaded; or the care of maintaining 
internal tranquillity intrufted to the man, in vin- 
dication of whofe pretended rights all thofe dif- 
turbances had been excited ? To thefe confidera- 
tions, which had equal weight with all France, 
were added fome others peculiar to the inhabitants’ 
of Paris. They faw that the families of the con- 
{pirators of Coblentz were the conftant companions 
of the King and his family.  Hireling feribblers, 
paid out of the civil lift, endeavoured, by infamous 
calumnies, to render the Parifians odious, or fuf- 
pected to the reft of France. Attempts were alfo 
made to fow divifion between the, poor and the 
rich citizens: even-the national guards were trea- 
cheroufly tampered with, and fchemes contrived 
to form a party of royalifts among them. In fhort, 
the enemies of liberty feemed to be equally fhared 
between Paris and Coblentz, and their audacioul- 
nefs increafed with their numbers, 


The conftitution made it one part of the King’s 
duty to notify any impending hoftilities to the 
National Affembly: yet it was only by dint of 
repeated folicitations that the miniftry were forced + 
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to communicate the long withheld intelligence of 
the march of the Pruffian armies. The conftitu- . 
tion pronounces the exprefs fentence of legal abdi- 
cation againft the King, if he does not formally 
oppofe any enterprize undertaken in his name 
againft the nation: yet the emigrant princes had 
raifed public loans in the King’s name: they had - 
contracted for foreign troops in his name: they 
had levied French regiments in his name: they 
had. formed a military eftablifhment for him out 
of the territories of France; and thefe facts were 
known for above fix months, without the King’s 
once attending to the. duty prefcribed by the con- 
ftitution, when his public declarations and his re- 
monftrances to foreign powers might have pre- 
vented the fuccefs of fuch manoeuvres. 


It was owing to thefe cogent reafons that nume- 
Tous petitions on the fubject were poured in from 
a great many of the departments: the with of 
feveral fettions of Paris, followed by a general 
with expreffed in the name of the whole commo- 
nalty, folicited the King’s forfeiture of his crown, 
or at leaft, the fufpenfion of the royal authority ; 
and the National Affembly could no longer avoid 
difcuffing thac important queftion. 


Its duty was not to pronounce any decree on 
this head till after the moft’ mature and deliberate 


inquiry, 


, 
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inquiry, after a folemn debate, after having heard 


.and weighed the opinions of all. - But the patience 


of the people was exhaufted : they appeared all ar, 


» once united in the fame views, and the fame de- 


termination : they advanced in a body zowards the 
place of the King’s refidence: the King fought 
refuge among the yeprefentatives of the people, the 
walls of whofe Affembly he well knew that the 
brotherly union which fubfifted between the inha- 
bitants of Paris and the citizens of the departments 


‘would always render a facred and inviolable fanc- 


tuary, 


Some national guards were upon duty to defend 
the refidence juft quitted by the King; but Swifs 
foldiers had alfo been pofted there. The people 
had long feen, with a mixture of uneafinefs and 
furprize, Swifs battalions admitted into the King's 
guards, though the conftitution forbade his having 
any foreign guard. It was eafy for a long time to 
forefee that this flagrant violation of the law, which 
from its nature ftruck every eye, mutt fooner or 
later be attended with dreadful confequences. 
The National Affembly had left nothing undone 
on its part to prevent them. Reports, debates, 
motions made by its members, and referred to its 
committees, hac warned the King, feveral months 
before, of the neceflity of difmiffing from about 
his perfon thofe men, whom the French will al- 
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ways look upon every. where elfe as friends and 
brothers, bue whom they could not fee kept as 
guards to a conftitutional King, contrary to the 
{pirie of the conttitution, without fufpicions of 
their being made the tools of the enemies of 
liberty. 


A decree had been paffed for their removal ; 
their commander, fupported by the miniftry, beg- 
ged for fome alterations in that decree: the Na- 
tional Aflembly confented. .A part of thofe fol- 
diers were to remain near Paris, but without being 
employed upon any duty, which might renew for- 
mer apprehenfions : yet in direct contradiction ta 
the fentiments of the Affembly, and the exprefs 
letter of the law, they were, on the tenth of Au- 
guft, engaged in a kind of {ervice totally incon- 
fiftent with every motive of humanity and pru- 
dence : they received orders to fire upon the armed 
citizens, at the very moment that the latter were 
holding out to them offers of peace,—offers which 
they feemed to accept with the moft unequivocal 
teftimonies of brotherly love ;—at the very mo- 
ment that fome members deputed by the National 
Affembly were feen advancing between the drawn 
fwords,. with words of reconciliation to prevent 
carnage. After fuch orders to fire, nothing could 
reftrain the vengeance of the people, now provoked 
by this farther proof of treachery, at the moment 


of 


£ 457 ) 


of their coming to complain of the former in- 
ftances of it, Which they had long been the vic- 
tims of. : 


In the midft of thefe calamities, the National 
Affembly, afflicted, yet calm, took an oath to 
* maintain equality, and liberty, or to die at the poft 
of duty: it took an oath to ‘fave France, and 
fought the means of effecting it. 


“But one expedient occurred: that was to have 
recourfe to the fupreme will of the peaple, and to 
invite them immediately to exercife that unalien- 
able right of fovereignty, acknowledged by the 
conttitution, and which it was’ impoffible to fub- 
ject to any reftri€tions. The welfare of the ftate 
made it neceflary for the people to manifeft their 
will through the medium of a National Conven- 
tion, confifting of reprefentatives invefted by them 
with unlimited powers: the welfare of the ftate 
made it no lefs neceffary, that the members of this 
Convention fhould be elected in every department 
in a uniform manner, and according to a regular 
plan. “But the National Affembly could not re- 
{train the fovereign powers of the people, from 
whom it derives its own authority : the extent of 
its duty was to conjure them, in the name of their 
country, to follow the plain rules it laid down for 
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. ready inflituted for elections, becaufe the intro- 
duction of new forms, were they even preferable, 
might prove a fource of delay and perhaps of di- 
vifions. It retained, however, none of the condi- 
tions of eligibility,—none of the limits preferibed 
by former laws to the right either of electing, or 
of being elected; becaufe thofe laws, being fo - 
many reftrictions on the exercife of the right of 
fovereignty, are not applicable to a national con- 
vention; wherefore that right is to be exercifed 
with perfect freedom from all controul whatever. 
The diftintion of aétive citizens is alfo inadmif. 
fible, as that, in like manner, would be a reftric- 
tive claufe. The only qualifications therefore re- 
quired are thofe prefcribed by nature, fuch as the 
neceffity of belonging, by a conftant refidence, to 
the territory where the ‘right of citizen is exer- 
cifed; of having attained the age, when a man is 
deemed, according to the laws of the nation of 
which he is a part, capable of exercifing his per- 
fonal rights ; and laftly, of having preferved the 
abfolute independence of his own will, 


But time is neceffary to convene pew reprefen- 
tatives of the people; and though the National 
Aifembly has forwarded with all praGtical difpatch 
the feveral ftages of the procefs requifite to form 
fuch a convention ; though in order to avoid the 
{malleft fufpicion of any felfith or ambitious views, 

it 
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it has accelerated the moment when it is to be re- 
lieved from the weighty cares of ftate.; the term of 
forty days would {till have expofed the country to 
great calamities, and the people to dangerous dif- 
turbances, if, during that interval, the King were 
allowed to exercife the powers conferred on him 
“py the conftitution ; and thé fufpenfion of thefe 
powers appeared to the reprefenratives of the peo- 
ple the only means of faving Frante and liberty. 


In decreeing this fufpenfion neceffary, the Af- 
fembty did siot go beyond its own powers. It is 
authorifed by the conftitution to pafs fuch a decre¢ 
in cafe of the King’s abfence, when the exact time, 
on which that abfence implies a /egal abdication, is 
not yet elapfed, that is to fay, while there is not 
yet ground for a final refolution, though in the 
‘interim fome rigour is evidently neceffary, as it 
would be abfurd to leave any power in hands that 
can no longer nyake'a free and advantageous ufe 
of it. But in the prefent inftance all the material 
circumftances of the cafe provided for by the con- 
ftitution are united with the fame degree of evi- 
dence ; and thus, by going back to the principles 
that conftitution laid down for us, we ated in’ 
ftri& conformity to its fpirit, fo far-from having 
been guilty of any infringement, contrary to our’ 
oaths. 


The 
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Thé conftitution has wifely forefeen, that all aes 
tamulation of power ,muft be dangefous, and 
might change hito tyrants over the people thofe 
who ought to be only their reprefentatives ;_ but 
it concluded alfo, that fuch danger pre-fuppofed a 
Jong exercife of that extraordinary power ; and thé 
period of two months is that which it has ap- 
pointed in allcafes of the poffible union of fuch 
powers, which it has upon all otkter occafions fo 

feverely prohibited. 


The National Affembly; far from lengthening: 
that petidd, feduted it to forty days only ; and 
far from going beyond the boundary fet by law; 
on the {pecious plea of neceffity, it refolved to cori- 
Fine itfelf within {till narrower limits: 


_ When the power of giving the royal affent té 
jaws is fufpended, the conftitution declares, that 
the decrees of the Legiflative Body are of them- 
felves to have thie ftamp and validity of law ; and 
as the perfon, to whom the conftitution had af- 
figned the choice of minifters of ftate, could no 
longer difcharge his duty, a law became necef- 
Ea for transferring that right to other hands: 
The Affembly affumed that right, becaufe it can 
devolve only upon cleStors belonging to the whole 
nation; and they alone at this moment are of that 


deferiprion, . But in affuming that power, it guard- 
ed 
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éd againfl every fafpicion of any with to make i¢ 
‘hiblervient to its own felfith, or ambitious views : 
it decreed that the election thould take. place int 
the moft public manner; and that every one of 
its members fhould name aloud the obje@ of his 
choice, in the reprefentative body, and in the pre- 
fence of the great number of citizens who attend 
the debates : it refolved that every one of its mem- 
bers fhould, have his colleagues for his judges, the 
public at large for his witneffes, and be refponfible’ 
to the whole’ nation for his choice: 


Frenchmen, let us now unite all our ftrength’ 
againft foreign tyranny, which threatens fix-and- 
twenty millions of freemen with its vengeance. 
In fix weeks, a power, acknowledged by every ci- 
tizen, will explain itfelf on our divifions : what a 
Wretch that man mift be, who, attending to any’ 
felfith confiderations during that thort interval, 
would not devote himfelf wholly to the common 
defence of the ftates and who would not be con- 
Vinced, that as foon as the fovereign will of the 
people is made known, from that inftant we have 
no other enemies but the confpirators of Pulnitz, 
and their accomplices. 


It is in the midft of a foreign war, and at the’ 
moment when numerous armies are preparing a 
‘Fermidable invafion, that we call upon our fellow- 

citizens 
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éitizens to difcufs ia a peaceful affembly the rights. 
of liberty, What would have been rafhnefs in any 
other nation, did not appear to us beyond the cou- 
rage and patriotifin of Frenchmen ; and undoubt- 
edly we fhall not fuffer the affliction to find our- 
felves miftaken in our opinion of your being great 
enough to forego every other concern for that of 
liberty, and to facrifice every other confideration 
to the love of your country, 


Fellow-citizens, you are to judge whether your 
reprefentatives have exerted for your happinefs the 
powers you intrufted them with; and whether they 
acted in conformity to your wifhes by making one 
particular ufe of thofe powers which neither you 
nor they could have forefeen. As for our part, 
we have fulfilled our duty in embracing with cou- 

' rage the only means we could think of te preferve 
liberty. Ready to die for it at the poft, where 
you have placed us, when we refign that poft, we 
fhall carry away with us the confolation of having 
ferved it well. 


Whatever fentence may be paffed upon our con- 
duc by our cotemporaries, or by pofterity, we 
fhall have nothing to fear from the decifions of our 
own confcience : whatever dangers we may be ex- 
pofed to, we fhall retain the happinefs of having 
faved torrents of French blood, the fhedding of 

which 
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_ Which would have been the confequence of weaker 

“ tneafures : we at leaft will be fecure from re= 
morfe ; and we will have no reafon to reproach 
ourfelves with having feen any methiod of faving 
our country, and not having dared to embrace it. 


Signed 
Guaper, Prefident. 
Goujon, G. Romms, Marans, CrEstin; 


“Arena, Lecornrre-Purravaux, Se- 
cretaries. 


Vout. Li DISCUSSION 
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Difenffion of the preceding Statement. 


DE CONDORCET lays before Europe 
e and pofterity the laft a¢ts of the Affem- - 
bly, under the title of refolutions : to refolve necef- 
farily implies the power of willing, and of difeufing: 
but it is well known that the Affembly has never 
enjoyed the free exercife of its will, not only fince 
the tenth of Auguft, but from a much remoter 
period, particularly when feveral of its members 
were purfued and ill-treated at the time of the de- 
bate refpecting General La Fayette. Such decrees 
cannot be called refolutions, Two hundred and 
eighty members out of feven hundred and forty- 
five are an evident minority; and there is no 
doubt but, if the other four hundred and fixty- 
five could have met peaceably, beyond the reach 
of balls and bullets, they would have annulled the 
fervile decifions of a factious minority, as they are 
already annulled in the opinion of every man who 
has, either in France, or out of France, any idea, 
any virtue, or any property. 


M. de Condorcet meanly copies after Petion, 
and infidioufly reprefents the Affembly, as feeling 
ai once the oppofite preffure of two important duties, the 

facred 
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Jacred obfervance of its oaths on the one hand, and the 
jalvation of the fate on the other ; jut: as the virtuous 
mayor had complained during his magiftracy of his 
feeling the like oppofite preflure of duty from the 
people on the one hand, and the law on the other twa 

. anabfurd Jargon—a folecif{m in morals and politics, 

“which had been juftly expofed and ridiculed in all 
the publications of the day. In fact, can any thing 
be more extravagant than the idea of a law exifting 
without a people, or a people exifling without a 
Jaw ? and, if the con{titution afforded no means of 
faving the country why was it formed, and why 
did you fwear to it:? 


You did not wifh, you fay, to ufurp any powers not 
intrufed to you by the people. But do you think 
that the people had moreover intrufted to you the 
power of {ulpending a monarchy under which they 
had exifted for fourteen hundred years,—a mo- 
narchy, which fome rebels like you had before at- 
tempted to deftroy at different periods, but which 
always rofe with increafing {plendor from its athes, 
under Charles V. under Lewis XII. and under 
Henry 1V. after having coft the deluded people 
torrents of blood ? You forget, that it is, in fact, 
ufurping powers not intrufted to you, and hettay- 
ing your conftituents, to abandon their rights and 
conftitutional privileges to that rabble, which the 
conftitution had feparated from the body poiitic, 

Lia under 
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under the name of pafive citizens. You have the, 
impudence to fpeak of oaths: did you take any to 
that part of the nation, who, on account of their 
want of property and their indigence, had been 
deemed incapable of interfering in the common. 
wealth without caufing confufidn? They certainly. 
had a juft claim to your benevolence and protec-** 
tion : it was your duty to ufe every effort to en- 
coutage in them habits of induftry, and the love 
of virtue, which would foon have raifed them to 
the rank of aéfive citizens: but you ought never 
to have flattered their vices, inflamed their enmity, 
inftigated their turbulence, and prolonged their 
mifery, by giving a legal fan&tion to their riots 
and their rebellion. You were bound by your 
duty and your oaths to die rather than fuffer the 
law to be trampled upon which you had received 
from active citizens ; and to call your conftituents 
yound you, if you found it neceffary. Do not 
fancy you can efcape the cenfure both of the one 
and the other : the latter will call you to account 
for their happinefs which you defpifed, for their 
virtues which you deftroyed, for their laws which 
you trampled under foot ; while the former will 
upbraid you with having difperfed their fupporters 
and their comforters. If ever you accufe the 
people of having been themfelves the authors of 
their misfortunes, they will fooner or later remind 
you of your own fpeeches, thofe fpeeches in which 
you 
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‘you claim the merit of their infurreétion, in which 
you boatt of their crimes as your own work; and 
the fovereign people, then undeceived, will in 
their turn cry out to you, as Lewis XIV, did to his 
flatterers, Had you not rods to chaftife us ? w 


Your pride accufes the vanity of a collection of 
mal-contents on the frontiers. Have you then 
forgot that this was folely the effect of your perfe- 
cutions ?—that it was not till after they had been 
expofed to fire, pillage, and butchery, that all the 
gentry firft fled to the frontiers as a place of re- 
fuge, and afterwards as a common rendezvous to 
frighten and put a ftop to plunderers, to fupply 
the weaknefs and inefficacy of the law, and to re- 
turn in a body to defend their property in conjunc- 
tion with every good man that was left in France ? 
How long has that barbarous fyftem of law been 
in vogue, that makes it a crime to fly from dag- 
gers and firebrands? From what facts have you 
been able to infer, that they threatened the liber- 
ties of their country? Why do you not rather 
tell the truth, and confefs, we wanted the preroga> 
"gives and demefnes of the Crown, with the eftates of 
the nobility and clergy : it. was our bufiness to harass 
them, to put them to flight, to represent them ai the 
enemies of the nation: we ftripped them: we tran- 
sported them: we declared an unjuft war upon all 
Kings, well convinced that its numberless events would 

Ll3 afford 


[ 468 ] 


afford us some pretence for impeaching our own 
King : and we have gained our point : he is impri- 
soned, and we reign in bis fead! This candour 
would have been more to your credit than the 
fncaking artifice with which you diftort facts; 
and pofterity would have more readily forgiven 
you. 


That embodying, or gathering together of emi- 
grants on the frontiers was much more diftreffing 
to the King’s heart and mind, than irritating ta 
the paffions of the demagogues : he oppofed it 
with every means of terror and perfuafion in his 
power. 


‘The Conftituent Affembly, by creating two de- 
nominations of the clergy, one of which is ftiled 
conftitutional, and the other refractory, had fown 
the feeds of a fatal divifion ; but it left the con- 
fciences of the citizens at liberty to determine wha 
were Abifmatics, and who were orthodox. Is it 
‘poffible to afcribe the effect to fanaticifm and ta 
fuperftition, when upon fecing on one fide the bi- 
Shop of Autun difplaying the triple-coloured flag 
of Baal, and on the other the virtuous Cardinal de 
la Rochefoucault ereéting the fpotlefs ftandard of 
Ifrael, the fober part of the people, joining the im- 
menfe and incorruptible majority of the clergy, re- 
folyed to temain faithful to the religion of their 

forefathers, 
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forefathers. Fanaticifm is a criminal zeal to proe 
pagate a new doctrine ; and that of atheifin, pubs 
licly avowed in the very roftram of the Affembly, 
and which is the only doctrine that removes all 
fear of eternal punifhment, may command mur- 
der and revenge; while the fpirit and letter of 
Chriftianity dired us to love, to pray, and | to 
forgive, 2 


The King was deceived by the very words of 
that article of the conftitution which had permit- 
ted all forts of religious worthip. He fancied, 
that as confciences were left free, he might chufe 
his own priefts and his altars. This matter he 
therefore fettled between God and his own heart, 
But the fa&t was, that the framers of that article 
bore an enmity to ali religions : they meaned to 
pull down all the altars of the Gods, as well as all 
the thrones of Kings ; the point was determined 
upon ; and fince, conftitutional priefts have not 
met with more indulgence than thofe who ad- 
hered to their faith ; and the clergy of every de- 
{cription, the priefts of the Jews and of the Gen- 
tiles, Catholics and Proteftants, all alike deceived, 
will one day be all alike fent about their bufinefs, 


This clath of religisus opinions was no more 
owing to his Majefty, than the compaét figned by 
the Kings, when they faw, upon Lewis the Six- 

Lig feenth’s 
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teenth’s imprifonment after his journey to Varens 
nes, their treaties fhaken, and thcir poffeffions 
threatened. The happinefs of their own fubjects 
impofed upon them a ftrict obligation to fecure by 
new means the enjoyment of peace, which they 
could no longer expect from the inftability of the 
government in France. If was not an empty 
theory of the fovereignty of thé people that they 
oppofed ; their object was to preferve their own 
independence, and the tranquillity of their refpec- 
tives ftates; and the confequence has but toa 
clearly demonftrated the neceffity of their pre, 
cautions, 


Thus, the religious war would have been the 
effect of the decrees ; the civil war, the refult of | 
perfecution ; and the foreign war, the confequence 
of the principles of the Conftituent Affembly ; and 
the Legiflative Affembly only ftrove to haften the 
explofion, while the King was exerting himfelf tq 
prevent jt, 


The King’s refufal of his affent to the fevere 
decrees pafied againft the emigrants and the clergy, 
was the refult of his duty, and of his opinion. In 
fact, Lewis XVI. was not the king of philofophers 
and incendiaries alone, but of the collective body 
of Frenchmen. In oppofing his veto therefore ta 
the inconfiderate punifhments you decreed, the 

. King 
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: King made it known to the emigrants, that there 
was ftillin France a Jaw, and a power that affured 
them protection and peace: he thus invited them 
to return : it was you who kept up emigration and 
refentment, by defpifing that vefe which the cone 

- ftitution had placed in the King’s hands to check 
your paffions; and if, from she very nature of this 
fufpenfive veto, it became final and abfolute, ‘it is 
becaufe in confequence of your having deprived 
the King of the power of diffolving or proroguing 
the Legiflative Body, he had not that infallible re- 
gulator, which enables the Sovereign of another 
ftate to become accurately acquainted with the 
fentiments of the nation, Do you think, that, if 
he had had it in his power to make fuch an appeal 
to the people, they would have re-elected men 
who had already fet a dreadful example of their 
contempt for one of the fundamental principles of 
the conftitution ? If any one had a right to refpea 
that vefo, it was you, and not the rabble in the 
ftreets, who paid no refpe& to any thing, not 
even to your decrees. You complain that the 
King annulled, or defeated all the meafures of the 
Legiflative Body: might nof this reproach be re. 
torted with much greater truth upon yourfelyes, for 
your condud towards the Executive Power? Your. 
ruling-principles were confufion and ruin: peace 
and prefervation were thofe of the King; and you, 
even you, had taken an oath to maintain them. 


The 


[ 472 J 


. The nation, according to you, began to be overcaf 
with glooms of uneafinefs. But what do you call the 
nation; and what do you mean by thofe glooms of 
uneafinels? Are we to look for the fentiments of 
the nation, and its colle&ted wifgom, in fifty thou- 
fand feditious, idle, indigenc fons of rapine, diftri- 
buted amoéngft eight and twenty millions of fouls, 
and fcattered over eight and twenty thoufand fquare 
leagues, like an infeted excrefcence, or morbid 
wen growing out of a large population? Can thofe 
wretches be fuppofed capable of what you infinuate 
by sxeusinefs, when they do not even comprehend 
the ftate of the queftion? They felt nneafine/s: aht 
if they did really feel any, it was on finding that 
others had got the ftart.of them in the career of 
plunder, which you held out to them as the /and of 
promife: they felt uueafinefs; y~s, no doubt. Robe- 
fpierre’s adtivity was enough to give unea/fness ta 
Jourdan’s indolence. | 


The people were sneasy: I grant it, but it was 
for their own happinefs, and for their king: they 
were. uneasy, as they now are, at feeing that you de- 
ceived them refpecting the pretended crimes of 
their monarch: they would have {till adored him, 
had it not been for the violent meafures which you 
fuffered the faction to purfue after the tenth of Au- 
guit, and the wicked agents which the common- 
council and you difpatched to the departments and 

to 
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fo the armies, to impofe upon the credulity, and 
abufe the confidence of the public. 


How much M. de Condorcet muft have been 
fince yexed at his own defpicable produétion, 
when he faw Briffot with greater boldnefs frankly 
acknowledge the confpiracy of the party againtt 
the conftiiytion; and when he heard Cambon and 
Barbaroux defcribe all the details of it with rap- 
ture. Jt was then that he himfelf felt the g/oamy 
uneafiness of great criminals: he had ftill fome 
doubts of the energy of his party: it was neceflary 
that Marat fhould reveal to him the fecret of 
his ftrength; and Eurcpe, that pow draws a pa- 
ralle} between thofe two Jeaders of faction, feenis ta 
fay to Condorcet, in giving him the preference to 
his colleague, is is the weak may who deceives, and 
the powerful whe commands. 


M. de Condarcet pretends that the alliance of the 
French nation with the Emperor was advantageous 
pnly to the latter, and that there was at that. me a 
well-founded hope of an alliance wjth the houfe of 
Brandenburg. Had France been allied to Prufiia, 
it would have been equally eafy to objet the pof- 
fibility and advantage of an alliance with Auftria: 
for the faction wanted to excite fome difturbance, 
and-to embarrafs the executive power: an allega- 
tion coft them only a few words, and did not eves 
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require any proof: the minifters, who have been 
fince impeached without being heard, and butch- 
ered without being tried, might have anfwered with 
much greater truth, that, for the thirty preceding 
years, the treaty with Auftria had preferved France 
from any contincntal war; and that Pruffia had al- 
ways manifelted its abhorrence of any conneétion 
with our principles. In a word, was not the head 
of the houfe of Brandenburg a king; and had you 
not declared war againft all kings? What confi- 
dence could the cabinet of Berlin place in a diplo- 
matic committee, when your whole fyftem of go- 
vernment was nothing but tumult, infurr&tion, 
and murder? Its ambhaffador even would not have 
been fafe.(1}_ The King, from the concern for 
his fituation that he infpired, and from the influ- 
ence of his own virtues, would have been fure of 
avoiding a war: his cabinet was- acquainted with 
the Emperor’s fentiments: the King had, in fome 
meafure, caufed the conftitution to be acknow- 
ledged all over Kurope, through the general love 
and confidence he himfelf had gained: the re- 
proaches will not be for a long time forgotten 
which were thrown upon Meffts. de Kaunitz and 
de Mercy, for the meafures, unworthy of an em-+ 
peror, which they recommeded to Leopold and his 
fucceffor: feeling at once the delicacy of the dou- 
ble character he had to fuftain, as head of the em- 
pite, and as the brother of Marja Antonietta, he 

confined 
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tonfined himfelf to remonftrances and négocia+ 
tions: he appealed to your wifdom: you breathed 
nothing but revenge; and you commanded the 
King to make war. He did fo, though againit his 
own opinion, by the unanimous advice of the 
council you had forced upon him; but, in order 
to wafh his hands, in the eyes of Europe and of the 
Supreme Being, from the blood which was going 
to be fpilt, he infifted upon having the advice, 
given onthe fubjeét by his council, ftated with 
their reafons, and figned by every one of his mi« 
nifters: thefe then are the men who alone ought to 
be refponfible both for the time and the confe. 
quencés of that declaration of war. The original 
papers, which are the vouchers of this fact, have 
efcaped your fearch: they are in the hands of the 
King’s defenders ; and will confound your charges 
of his being either negligent, or an accomplice. 


In fact, from the very opening of the campaign, 
we take the field with numbers every where fupe- 
rior to thofe of the enemy: we are difperfed by 
panic fears: this, however, does not prévent 
Luckner from entering Brabant foon after, with 
an army four times the number of the enemy: cah 
there be any ground for the charge of negligence, ° 
when after defeats, the fupplies of all kinds were | 
ftill found to be abundant; and when we have 
fince feen the victorious armies of the republic in 

want 
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want of every thing froni head to foot, from hats to 
thoes, from money to affignats? Yet the executive 
power, frugal of the public money, did not then 
expend per menth the fourth part of the two huns 
dred millions of livres now expended. 


The Affembly makes it a crime in the Emperor 
‘to have wifhed France to betray the confidence, 
and to violate the rights of the people of Avignon. 
How can it dare to remind us of that bloody pes 
riod, when Jourdan’s army invaded the rights and 
property of the people of Avignon, and prefented 
France with this new conqueft, amidft flaugdtered 
heaps of Swifs foldiers? When we fee the norrid 
deeds of the fecond of September perpetrated 
about a fortnight after, can we feparate the reputa- 
tion and the name of M. de Condorcet from that 
of the general of Monteux camp? 


You confefs that the King had at one moment 
entered into the {pirit of the conftitution by de- 
claring war. Ah! take back your infulting enco- 
mium : it muft have been affliting to him to be 
‘obliged to adhere to the exact letter of it. What, 
could that fpirit, which brought about the 2d of 
September, and your decrees againft all govern- 
ments, have been adopted by him for a day, for 
an hour, for a fingle inftant> Ah! do not ftrive 
to impofé {uch an idea upon us: you yourftlves 

do 
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~. do not believe a tittle of it. Remember how uns 
eafy the King was on the day of declaring war, and 
what joy was fhewn by the two parties about him, 
while his heart was pierced with affli€tion: he faw 
his own ruin in that meafure: he alfo faw your's 
in it: he wifhed to fave you from guilt, and from 
calamity. 


The political divifions, that rent our armies 
afunder, wefe the fame that difturbed the whole 
kingdom. Thanks be to your cares, and to your 
manceuvres, this {pirit of divifion had found its 
way, fince the revolution, into every proceeding, 
both public and private, into your committees, 
into our diftri€ts, even into our families. Yet you 
charge the King with your own crimes; and you 
fuppofe that the generals of the conftitution ought 
to have been more exempt from difcord than the 
generals of the republic: but Dumourier accufing 
Pache, and Cuftine accufing Kellerman of cowar- 
dice and drunkenne({s, are fufficient replies to this 
new paradox of M. de Condorcet. 


The minifter propofed, without giving the leaft 
notice of it to the King, and the Affembly de- 
creed, the forming of a camp of 20,000 men 
under the walls of Paris: the King could not par- 
don fo grofs an infult from his minifter, and there- 
‘fore difmiffed him ; but his Majefty immediately 

7 propofed 
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propofed a more formidable camp at Soifons, which - 
would have more effectually anfwered the purpofe 
alledged by the Affembly, that of fecuring exter- 
nal defence and internal tranquillity. But fuch 4 
camp would have left no room for any difturbance 
at Paris, where thofe turbulent volunteers might 
be eafily managed by any perfon inclined to en- 
courage and feed their feditious fpirit. The ten- 
der concern, which the Affembly feemed to ex- 
prefs for Servan, was a mere farce; for, to fay no- 
thing of the charges-brought againft him the next 
day by Dumourier, his fucceffor, or of the remarks 
made on his mifconduct by feveral members of the 
Affembly, was democratic anarchy ever known to 
efteem any individual ! 


But this is not all: the propofal of ani encamp- 
ment at Paris, under the pretext of fecuring gene- 
sal tranquillity, was only a revolutionary meafure 
to bring about the overthrow of the conftitution 
with more quicknefs and difpatch. On the 2d of 
September, the Affembly was not ignorant that a 
part of thofe wretches were on their way to Paris : 
it was the King’s duty, when informed of the plans 
that were laid, and the orders given, to exert his 
utmoft authority and vigilance in maintaining the 
liberty of all the conftituted powers of the ftate. 
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Jt is impoffible to guefs what M. de Condorcet: 
‘means by the anti-patriotic f{pirit, of the King’s 
guards. Thefe troops, whofe fole duty it was to 
guard his Majefty’s perfon and houfe, .had not, 
and could not have the fmalleft concern in,what 
paffed without thofe walls: commiffioners from 
the municipality had examined, and adminiitered 
eaths to every man of them: no legal complaint 
had been brought againft them, nor any one alle- 
gation fubftantiated : to-break them, and to accufe 
their refpe€table commander, was a breach of the 
conftitution, a revolutionary mealure, and there- 
fore adopted by the Affembly ; and, perhaps, the 
King ought to have fhewn the fame energy-in 
-Keeping thofe guards, which he exerted in fufpend- 
ing the cranfportation of the piiefts. 


M. de Condorcet’ comes to fpeak of the 20th of 
June: fentence has been already paffed on the 
2oth of June, and on !'etion—The fanctuary of 
the King broke open, his perfon treated with in- 
dignity, his Majefty threatened and infulred, the 
perfidious filence of the mayor of Paris, the cou- 
rage difplayed by the King, the Queen, and Princefs 
Elizabeth, on that execrable night, do not ftand 1m 
need of any new illuftration. (2) 


__, Whe King’s being forced to contaminate his 
‘Tacred ead by putting on the red cap is impudently 
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teptefented as his difplaying the colours of libetty, 
and as the a& of his own free-will. Did the 
writer then forget, that when the Marfeillais, on 
their coming to Paris, wanted to compel all the 
citizens to wear a woollen, inftead of a filk cock- 
ade, the National Affembly itfelf exprefsly prohi- 
bited fuch aéts of violence? After that, how was 
it poffible to look upon the fcene of the red cap, 
prefented to the King on the point of a {pear, 
otherwife than as the effect of the moft criminal 
outrage? And what grofs abfurdity it muft be to 
think of making the world believe, that the King, 
by putting on that cap, had adopted the principles 
of the rabble, who were come to infult him, while 
tegicides were fearching for their Majefties in other 
apartments, in order to pive the finifhing ftroke to 
their crimes ! 


The ftrong difplay of public opinion at that 
time in the King’s favour, the demand made by 
the armies and the departments to have juft 
punifhment inflicted on the authors of fuch an 
outrage offered to Lewis XVI. both asa citizen, 
and as one of the conftituted powers, are repre- 
fented in the flatement ‘as grounds of reproach 
againft the King. Ah! if the concern then felt 
for him was made a matter of accufation, how 
much has his guilt been fince increafed, when . 
, * every 
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“every good and virtuous perfon in Europe implores 
the divine vengeance in his favour! 


M. de Condorcet upbraids the Kine with hav- 
ing confirmed the fentence of the department for 
fufpending Manuel and Petion, and with having ° 
authorifed the profecution fet on foot by fome 
Juftices of the peace againft the fomenters of the 
riots on that day: but he paffes over in filence, 
with deteftable art, the offer made by the King, 
on the very evening of the day of reconciliation, 
to bury the whole affair in oblivion, and the bar- 
barity with which the Affembly by its decree 
placed him again in a firuation where he was 
dragged different ways by his duty, and by his 
geodnefs.—The heart of Lewis XVI. was very 
willing to forgive ;. but the juftice of the King 
impofed on him the rigid obligation to confirm 
the fentence of the department; and both the 
man and the King were immediately expofed to 
all the rage of faction. The two guilty magiftrates 
were reinftated in their office by the Affembly, 
and their deteftation of royalty was ftrengthened . 
with all the force that the legiflative body could 
add to it. From that moment the King had no. 
authority in Paris: Petion reigned there before his 
face. : 


Mm2 The 


{ 482 ] 


_ "The charge of a plot to: make the judicial eftab- ~ 
Yithment an inftrument for giving unlimited extent 
to royal authority is as frivolous as any of the 
foregoing. The judicial power, according to the 
conftitution was to be independent : if it was not 
fo, the balance of power was deftroyed, and mutt 
have turned rather againft the King than in his 
favour, as the people had the nomination of all 
the judges. But juftice and honour are infepara- 
ble: the befl argument that could be urged to ex- 
culpate the King would be to fhew him always 
treading in the fame line with the judicial power, 
immediately derived from the people. The legif- 
lative power was obliged to deviate from that line, 
becaule it was inceffantly abandoned to factions, 
and always at the mercy of the mob. Its diffen- 
tions arofe from the number of its members, from 
the clafh of their interefts and paffions, and from 
the debafement to which it had doomed itfelf; 
while, on the contrary, the executive power, the 
judicial power, and the magifterial power, by the 
gravity of their operations, the awful dignity of 
their forms, the whole of their proceedings, and 
by the influence of habit, fo powerful over the 
minds of the people, commanded a degree of re- 
fpect and of reverence which the National Affem- 
bly never experienced. All that was good and 
conftitutional acted -in concert, without being. 
biended together : this caufed the joint ateack-af 
all 
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Lall the criminal part. The legiflative mob and 
affembly were then to’ overturn the conftiruted 
powers, and afterwards to dire&t a writer ‘by his 
fophiftry to throw the guilt of their own conf{piracy 
on the innocent fufferers. M. de Condorcet per- 
formed this tafk ; but he is now well punithed for 
the inconfiftency of his paradoxes, by the incon- 
fiftency of thofe who fet him to work : Barbaroux, 
by giving an undifguifed narrative of his own 
crimes, in the very roftrum of the Affembly, has. 
torn away the mafk that concealed all the crimes 
in M. de Condorcet’s narrative. 


The impofture and falthood of the allegations . 
are fo flagrant, that one is tempted at every line to 
leave off making any farther comment on them. 
The fyftem of republicanifm had already made 
fome advances in the fouth: the department of the 
Mouths’ of the Rhbéne no longer paid its thare of 
taxes into the public treafury: the minifters were 
in poffeffion of the plans of the confpiracy : the 
foederation was ufed merely as a pretext for bring- 
ing the feditious together: the names even of the 
revolutionary departments were known, whofe 
focderates were coming to this rendezvous, for 
the purpofe of fubverting the conftitution: the 
miniftty wanted to oppofe the arrival of the latter: 
it was their duty,. and a duty pointed out to them 

by tprdeparrments and the municipalities them- 
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felves. Lyout, Autun, and Tournus had forbid the 
Marfcillais to make any ftop among them, and had 
even expelled thofe banditti by force of arms the 
moment they made their appearance. Like the 
inhabitants of the deferts of Syria, the French 
were obliged to lie down without drawing breath, 
in order to let thoi peftilential blafts pafs by, that 
blew upon us from the ports of the Levant. Muft 
not thefe internal tumults, and the anxious con- 
cern to preferve the facred depofit intrufted to 
their care, have taken off fome part of the atten= 
tion of miniftry, and hindered them from giving 
up their entire thoughts to the conduct of the 
war, with that full energy, the want of which 
they are accufed of ? Undoubtedly, the conftitu- 
tion had more to fear from enemies at home, 
than from thofe abroad; for, at that time, every 
one of the powers, againft whom we had de- 
clared war, thought only of acting on the de- 
fenfive. : 


M. de Condorcet reproaches the King with not 
having re-inftated the virtuous mayor in his office, 
after the 2oth of June. Alas! by what figns could 
the King have difcovered all that virtue, in the 
-cloak of which the philofopher has muffled up the 
magiftrate? In fufpending the mayor of Paris, the 

_ King only.confirmed the fentence of the depart- 
ment ; and were there not in that depois Cae 
ome 
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“Toike men whofe virtue had become proverbial ? It 
had been ufial formerly to fay the virtuous La Ro- 
chefoucault and the virtuous Defmuniers. , Placed 
between fo many virtues, the King decided ac- 
cording to the impulfé of his own heart: M. de 
Condorcet, reduced to rhe fame alternative, gives 
fentence in favour of his colleage, and againft his 
benefaétor. The King, in preferring M. de la 
Rochefoucault to Petion, aéted only as an honeft 
man: What character did Condorcet deferve by a 
diametrically oppofite condu& (3) ? , 


The Duke of Brunfwick’s manifefto is alfo con- 
verted by M. de Condorcet’s pen into dne of the 
criminal charges againft the King; the writer, 
however, confefles that the King oppofed to it a 
timid difavowal. In the firft place, that manifefto 
was heard of at Paris but a few days before the 
tenth of Auguft ; fecondly, the account of it was 
received only through the fufpicious channel of a 
newfpaper : and laftly, its effedts was fo perfectly 
infignificant at Paris, that the King would have 
been very excufable for treating its menaces with 
the fame contempt that the Affembly did, when 
the reading of it was propofed to the houfe. . 


Who attempted to fow divifion between the 
poor and the rich citizens? Who endeavoured to 
hg it alike? Who ftrove firft ta overturn that 
>; Mm4 conftitution 


pated 


conftizacion fo much boafted of, which had di- 

_Yided the citizens into two clafles? Was it not 
Petion ‘himfelf, who had told the world, during 
his mayoralty, that the conftitution deftroyed equa 
lity, by its diftindtion between adive and pafive ci- 
tizens? Whatever courfe the King could have 
taken would have been made the ground of im- 
peachment by the faction: had he maintained the 
conftitution, they would have faid, he deftroyed 
equality : and had he fupported equality, they 
would have accufed him of overturning the contti- 
tution. . His enemies had placed him between two 
rocks, upon either of which he muft have (plit : 
they had left no place of refuge but in the walls of 
aprifon, or in the grave: yet his enemies arro- 
gated to themfelves . the pompous, title of Friends 
of the Confitution ! . 


The adverfaries of that conftitution, the repub. 
licans and levellers, withed to put the country in 
danger by dint of infulting and provoking foreign 
powers, in order to have a {pecious pretence for 
deftroying and overturning every thing. Laws, 
tribunals, magiftracies, revenue, property, govern- 
ment, conftitution, every thing that exifted was 
involved in the fame guilt : nothing was beautiful, 
patriotic, fublime, or facred, but what did not 
exift, and what, fince the tenth of Auguft, has Rot, 
yet been able to get into exiftence, 


~~ 
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If the country had been in any real danger, if 
the foreign troops that were advancing had not 
taken the field with the fole view of re-eftablithing 
peace and good order in France, and of preferving 
their own countries from our pernicious principles, 
then was it not the duty of the Legiflative Body ta 
join its head, and invett him and his miniftry with 
unlimited confidence, and with much more ener- 
getic and active authority? Thefe modern Ro- 
mans had forgot that, whenever the republic was 
in danger, the people whom they pretended to imi- 
tate always placed the welfare and fecurity of the 
whole flate under the protection of the. confuls, 
To ftrengthen the Executive Power in fuch criti- 
cal moments,—to crufh all faétions under the 
weight of that authority moft interefted in the ge- 
neral fafety, had till now been the maxim and 
grand expedient of all nations who had the leaft 
claim to policy or common fenfe. It is thus that 
England, when lately threatened by an enemy, the 
more dangerous for being concealed, rallied round - 
its King, and thereby difconcerted the whole tribe 
of innovators, and the banditti that wifhed them 
fuccefs. It was referved for France to exhibit to 
the world the new {pectacle of a diforganizing fac- 
tion marching again{t the enemy without order, 
without difcipline ; fupported by terror, by rob- 
ery, and by their numbers ; exciting at firft afto- 

‘ Bilbplene F blazing forth like a fire of ftraw, but 
. foon 
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foon Ropping fhort in the midft of its early vi€o- 
ries, and finking back into the glooms of fear, into : 
the darknefs and confufion of chaos, into the crufh 
of ruins and the fhattered fragments of public and 
Private fortune. None but falfe wits could under- 
take the odious tafk of extolling a revolution fo 
Tepugnant to every idea of what is great or good ; 
Garat and Condorcet, the leaders of the literary, 
faction, have been criminal enough to become the 
panegyrifts of the execrable bravoes of the tenth of 
Auguft, and of the fecond of September. Such 
heroes were highly worthy of foch Homers to ce. 
lebrate their exploits. 


. 


One of them had already faid in his newfpaper, 
that it was better attach ourfelves to rifing, than to 
expiring inftitutions. What daes M, de Condorcet 
mean by this remark ? Would he infinuate, that 
we ought to defert the ftandard of wifdom and 
teafon, becaufe their old inftitutions contra. 
di& in every inftance his conduct and his doc- 
trines? Would he infinuate, that we ought to re- 
nounce all former ideas of honour and propriety, 
to adopt in their ftead his fyftem of logic and mo- 
rality ? If this be his meaning, I advife him to go 
and preach in Capt. Roland’s cave: it is there 
alone he will find objeéts of attachment; fora 
robber may alfo call himfelf a rifing proprietor. 


M. Gk 
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M.Garat, who fucceeded Danton as Chief Juf- 
tice in the revolutionary law department, had a 
right to celebrate, and has celebrated in Ris turn, 
the glorious fecond of September, by affuring us, 
that Paris foould alfo take the lead in an infurrection. 
Thus we fee the tenth of Auguft and the fecand 
of September juttified by two philofophers: the 
one gives a fanction to rapine by calling it a rifng 
inflitution ; and the other to maffacres, by giving 
them the name of an infurreciion. Men of no pro, | 
perty are invefted with all political rights, and foon 
plunder real proprietors : Paris gives the fignal for 
butchery, and blood ftreams all over France : fe 
voluere parce ! Such was the will of the two oracles 
of the revolution ! Was it the intention of Divine 
Providence, in giving fo frantic a turn to two 
thinking minds, in fuffering them to be believed, 
and in delaying their punifhment, to {port with, or 
to infli& vengeance on the human fpecies } We 
cannot tell, 


If the Legiflative Body had not been itfelf tainted 
with fedition, would it have fo gtacioufly received 
thofe addreffes for dethroning the King, which 
are now urged to vindicate its conduét in the eyes 
of Europe? Is it then a matter wholly unknown 
that every town, every fection in the empire was 
Split into two parties, that of reafon and that of the 

“patbens, thar of men of property and thar of the 
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Facobins. An addrefs was read to the Houfeand 
was faid to convey the fentiments of the nation, 
though ‘it came only from fome players, fome gal- 
ley-flaves, and fome deferters ; and not a word was 
faid of a petition from twenty thoufand men of 
property ;: or if it was fuffered to be read, lifts of 
outlawty were immediately circulated, containing 
the names of all thofe who had figned it: thus 
terror was called in to ftop every mouth, and to 
chain down every pen, 


Laft of all, the confpiracy fucceeded : Barba- 
roux and-his Marfeil/ais, Marat, Robefpierre, Ba- 
zire, Merlin, and Chabot (4), affifted by the bra- 
voes of the fuburbs, under the command of Wef- 
termann, -a’ fellow convicted of {windling, over- 
‘turned the throne: the only regiment that re- 
mained faithful to the King was wholly cut to 
Pieces, without having given the people any pro- 
vocation (5): the Pruffians and Auftrians were 
driven back out of our territories, and attacked 
upon their own: pafive citizens made themfelves 
mafters of the empire : a convention was formed 
out of fuch impure clements; and the confpira- 
tors of the tenth of Augult became the judges of 
their Sovereign. 


Well then (now that all the caufes of the revo- 
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afk you, M.de Condorcet, where is that happinefs, 
where is that liberty, which you promifed to the 
French, and with which you threatened the reft* of 
the world? What is become of that..internal 
peace and tranquillity, which we enjoyed under 
one of the beft kings in Europe, and which you 
affured us we fhould find in your republic? We 
can fee nothing any where but terror, and miftruft. 
Every tender fentiment, every rational enjoyment 
has vanifhed, to make way for turbulent igna- 
rance.(6) The noify fong of the Marfeillais ftuns 
every ear, and {cares every heart. The fovereignty 
of the people is in full exercife of powet, and we 
fee nothing but the effects of their paffions. Gangs, 
whofe approach is announced by the war-whoop, 
or death-fong of favages, put the peaceful inhabi. 
tants every where to flight: the charms of fociety 
are deftroyed: every body fecks the remotelft cor- 
ners, the deepeft caves and folitudes: man is afraid 
of man: fome ftill remain in this land of blood, to 
preferve the thadow of property; yet thofe who 
really had any, have feen their eftates confifcated 
before their faces, in the fame manner as if they had 
emigrated. One, like the Roman fenator who was 
profecribed for his feat at Alba, finds a decree of 
‘impeachment paffed againft him for having too 
magnificent a garden: another, on feeing his name 
oinferted in a pretended lift of emigrants, is obliged fo 
“aueice himfelf, by declaring that he is the agent of 
the 
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the faction in a foreign country: a third is happy 
in being arrefted and imprifoned abroad, in order 
to prove by the certificate of his commitment, that 
he was not at liberty to go and put on fetters in 
his own country. New difeafes, hitherto unknown 
in medical practice, are come to affli&t mankind: 
the features of every face are diftorted by the ef= 
fects of terror, ferocity, and death: phyfical and 
moral beauty no longer exifts: all France refem- 
bles the monfters in the Paphlagonian prince’s gal 
lery; and this is your work, M. de Condorcet ! I 
fay, it is your work: yes, you are more guilty 
than any other man of thefe frightful alterations in 
France ; for it is under the banners of your philo- 
fophical reputation, that a people eafily mifled have 
ron into all the fatal exceffes of republicanfm. But 
you already begin to feel the pangs of remorfe: it 
pierces you on every fide: you are feated with 
Marat and Philip: your own levelling principle 
has reduced you to a level with them; and this 
firft punithment is only a warning of the farther 
tortures which await you. 


The injuftice of your charges againft the King 
has been indignantly {purned at by furrounding 
nations. You yourfelf are forced to acknowledge 
the noblenefs of his defence. What! could you 
not perceive the infenfible chain that copyediss 
every one of the pages you wrote during the reta— 
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lation with Robefpierre’s bloody inferences? Ah! 
no doubt, you feel the force of that conviction in 
the dead of night, in thofe terrible moments, when 
man, difengaged from the vortex of vanity, is left 
all alome—is no longer giddy with the burfts of 
popular applaufe, and has only his confcience for 
his judge. In thofe melancholy hours, you would 
willingly efface with your tears, with your blood, 
the dreadful impreffions you have made. It is too 
late. You are doomed to hold out a ftriking ex- 
ample to the world. Hear the crics of thofe chil 
dren and old men who demand of you their fathers 
and their fons, butchered on the fatal days, that 
you provoked by perfidious infinuations, which 
you yourfelf never believed. Sce all thofe heroes 
who fought by your fide, and in fupport of your 
meafures, Manuel, Gorfas, Petion, now flung head. 
long from the popular roftram, to which you had 
exalted them. Behold a new power, raifed by 
your care, deftroying that which you had created ; 
the {word of the gladiator vi€torioufly brandithed 
over the fallen fa/ces of the republic, in the fame 
manner as the axes of your lidtors had before 
broken the fceptre of kings. See the torrent of 
anarchy {weeping along all the fadtious leaders in 
fucceffion, from Bailly, your colleague, dowm to 
Bentabole. See the fhocking generation that 
—fprings up under your aufpices;—children of 
atwe Doe years of age, accuftomed to carry about in 
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horrid triumph heads ftreaming with blood, and 
" to vie in acts of ferocity with your fatellites. See, 
in fhort, thoufands of diftraéted citizens, ruined. 
and difperfed through your means, now calling 
upon you in vain for that protection whicg their 
ancient laws afforded. They ftill look round them 
for thofe words of comfort which ufed to be in- 
{cribed over the entrance into the temple of juftice : 
there they once could read with rapture, civibus 
indé, falus, foitibus indé tremor. Now they lift up 
their eyes with trembling towards the town-hall: 
the fhocking committee prefents itfelf to their 
view; and,. like the approach to Dante’s hell, a 
mouth of brafs feems to utter thefe terrible words ; 


Poi che,intrate, lafciate ogni fperanza | 


. Having loft all hopes of gaining partifans, you 
attempted to procure accomplices all over the 
world. You have already {pread your pernicious 
doétrines through feveral neighbouring ftates ; 
and they have every where excited general abhor- 
rence. People have {till ftronger objections to 
your counterfeit morality than to your counterfeit 
money. Your atheifm is as fhocking as your 
crimes are difgraceful to the name of liberty, 
Your fentinels are butchered in the public ftreets 5 
and your generals cannot enjoy a fingle moment's 
repofe, without a train of artillery at their ee : 

dae 
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You forgot, that you had been above four yéats 
effecting the gradual perverfion of the character of 
a people eminent for their levity and vivacity: yet, 
in the excefs of vanity, you fancied that a week 
would be enough fo overturn the fettled habits of 
one of the moft flegmatic nations upon earth: but 
you no fooner begin to diftutb the tranquillity 
they enjoyed, than your foldiers find reafon to 
dread the moft bloody fetaliation, Your troops 
of the line keep deferting $ your volunteers return 
to their refpective homes: you are forced to recal 
your armies to the frontiers; while thofe of the 
enemy are increafing every day, and their rage 
againft you is farther inflamed by the contempt 
you left behind you in all the provinces which you 
had invaded. 


This then was the end of your deftroying roy- 
alty: we have now a key that lets us into the 
fecret of the King’s pretended crimes, and of your 
pretended grievances: his whole guilt confifted in 
refpecting neighbouring governments, and in an 
unwillingnefs to difturb the peace of all the nations 
in Europe. Frugal of the public money, and full 
of fatherly affection for all Frenchmen, it was by 
the example of his own virtucs and of the happi-. 
nefs of France, that Lewis wifhed to reform the 
sbufes of other governments: but as for you, you 
wanted Blood and money: contributions and dead 
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bodies were the fole objeéts of your aim. A: hun- 
dred and fifty millions of livres a month did not 
alarm your political calculators: but how did they 
expedt they could long continue fuch an expendi- 
ture without danger? By whom is the bufinefs of 
hufbandry to be attended to, or arts and manufac- 
tures carried on, if the working part of the com- 
munity are obliged to take up arms? Whence are 
the articles of fupply for your foldiers to come, if 
every man is forced to turn foldier ?’ What final 
fecurity will there be: for that revolution-paper 
which you now iffue in fuch abundance that you 
yourfelres are afraid to mark the number, or ftate 
the amount of it? You are very fenfible it had no 
Jonger any real value. The fatal period being at length 
arrived, you conceived the wild hope of eftablifh- 
ing your paper-credit upon phantoms ; and you 
decreed before-hand, that a fund for that purpofe, 
to be determined upon according to your wifdom, 
fhould be raifed by anticipation on the national 
eftates which you were to permit your allies to in- 
vade. But if the fovereignty of the people be in- 
violable, what right have you to incroach upon the 
fovereignty of thofe very people, who are ftill 
more aftonifhed at your licentioufnefs, than. at 
their own liberty? What madmen! who, uniting 
folly with cruelty, have in fancy already feized 
wpon the mines of Mexico and Potofi ; and who, 
in the extravagance of their projects, would even 
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attempt to raife the fabric of their paper-credit on 
the mountains in the moon, or the landed property 
of the inhabitants of the other planets, had they 
but a glimpfe of any poffible means of going to 
overturn the focial order! 


Ts it poffible, without the moft indignant enio- 
tions, to fancy to ourfelves a M. ‘de Condorcet 
calculating very coolly in his clofet the death of 
five hundred thoufand, and the ruin of twenty 
millions of men, in order to obtain by an am- 
biguous phrafe, a falfe fyllogifm, or a vague decla- 
mation, the applaufe of fome fools, er a paragraph 
in the Morning Chronicle(7). He made fure, no 
doubt, of the total want of common fenfe, and 
found policy: this great philofopher is an atheift 
into the bargain: dixit infipiens in corde fuo, non of 
Deus. 


But if we fuppofe M. de Condorcet poffeffed of 
any fhare of underftanding, he cannot but be af- 
fected with the deep wounds of his bleeding coun- 
try; and, in that cafe, the conteft between his own 
inward fentiments, and what we fee come from his 
pen, would make him the outcaft of the earth, if 
the effects of his falfe do@rine had not already 
made him one of the fcourges of human nature, 
After fuch an example, what father will not tremble 
“at the edycation he gives his fon? Who can avoid 
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feeing in our calamitics the accomplithment of thé 
curfe pronounced by the creator, when the firft 
man violated the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil? One would be apt to fay, upon feeing 
Mentz taken, fubjected to contributions, retaken 
and bombarded, that heaven intended to punith 
that city for its fatal prefent to mankind in having 
invented printing. 


When a Robefpierre, a Chabot, and a Legendre 
breathe nothing but blood and rapine from the 
roftrum, the mind becomes familiarifed to their 
horrors 7 pernicious animals a€t according to in- 
ftinét. A butcher, a capuchin, one of the def 
cendants of Damieas, naturally concur in their 
withes and efforts to haften the moment for cutting 
off the two hundred and eighty thoufand heads, 
which Marat demands. But to fee a man, long 
fuppofed to be a philofopher, applauding the mea- 
fures, the arguments, and even the eloquence of 
Robefpierre, is an excefs of depravity, or cowar- 
dice that confounds all human conception, 


The proteftant minifter, Rabaud de St. Etienne, 
though for along time as perfidious as M. de 
Condorcet, yields at length to the piercing cries of 
confeience. He warns the Convention of the re- 
fponfabilicy that refts upon it: he declares, , tha 
the moment it paffes prene on the unfortiiate Mo= 
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warch, the fentence of ages will begin to be paffed on it» 
Seif, without a poffibility of its being able, by Zate ren 
pentance, by vain regret, or by nfelefs reflections on the 
aft, 10 foake off the load of public cenfure, which na- 
turally fells, increafes, and at length overwhelms thofe 
who have heaped it on their own'beads. We cannot 
feprefs his indignation at beholding legiflators at 
once accufe, condemn, and perhaps execute their 
victims: at the fight of fuch an accumulation of 
legiflative, judicial, and executive powers, he ex- 
claims, Liberty is no longer in France : it is at Con- 

_ Mantinople, at Lifton, at Goa, that we mut look for it, 
Ih the next breath, remorfe extorts from him thefe 
terrible words : I am tired of my foare of defpotifin: 
Lam -wearied, harrafed, tortured with the tyranny 
which now falls to my lot : I long for the moment of 
Jour creating a tribunal which will rid me'of the forms 
and appearance of a tyrant. 


You, M. de Condorcet, heard this language ex- 
torted from your affociate in the academy, and in 
the legiflarure. You alfo heard the atrocious, but 
confiftent harangue immediately uttered by Rote- 
{pierre from the roftruam: he pointed out civil 
war as the inevitable confequence of your referring 
the decifion of the King’s trial to the primary af- 
femblies : no body could contradié& the inference 
eie~deew : it was you who had eftablithed the pre- 
gnifes. The former fpeaker contended for the 
: ° Nn3 rules 
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tules and forms of juftice: the latter infifted upon 
the King’s death : you praife the one; you carefs 
the other: what a vile part you act in this fright- 
ful tragedy ! You have not even the merit of a fpi- 
rited fupporter of faction : -but what party you may 
juin in giving fentence is of little confequence : it 
will ever be remembered, that you laid down the 
principles to juftify regicide. 


What an infinite diftance now feparates you from 
the rank to which the brave advocates for Lewis 
have lately rifen! De Seze {poke (8), and all the 
clouds of darknefs vanifhed before his words. He 

“united in his pleading grandeur, elevation, argu- 
ment, perfpicuity, method, truth, dignity, and, in 
fhort, every excellence; and that pleading, though 
the production of a few hours, wil! laft for all fu- 
ture ages. The compofure of the King, and the 
rage of his perfecutors, afforded neighbouring na- 
tions a fufficient fpecimen of that important caufe ; 
their opinion was fixt, long before you pronounced 
fentence. 


De Seze, Malefherbes, Tronchet, names of im- 
mortal fame! names never to be mentioned by fu- 
ture ages but with refpe&t and bleflings. Oh! may 
they defcend with your courage and your ovalty. 
to our lateft pofterity i—may they rekingde-<ii ineit : 
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breafts the facred flame of zeal for their King, that- 
only prefervative againft diforder and anarchy ! 


Let the city of Bordeaux blufh no more for the 
rebél children it difgorged upon the banks of the 
Seine : it has given birth to a De Seze, and thus 
made atonement at once for Guadet, and Grange- 
neuve, for Ducos and Boyer. 


Mefiis. de Lally and Malouet, not lefs eloquent, 
though lefs fortunate, than thofe famous advocates, 
have alfo fulfilled their duty to their country. 
“Their offers to the Convention will be an eternal 
teftimony of their loyalty, and devoted attach- 
ment; while the refufal of the Legiflative Body 
will always be its difgrace, and their apology. 
The exact coincidence of their opinions, publithed 
at the moment of the King’s laying the account of 
his whole life before his fubjects 3 that coincidence, © 
Tfay, of opinion with the arguments of his advo- 
Cates is at once a proof of the juftice of his caufe, 
and a panegyric on the accurate reafoning of Meff, 
de Lally and Malouet, 


But what excites, above all, our admiration and 
our refpe&,—what ftrikes home both to ou: hearts, 
and to our underftandings, is the truly noble and 

-~Anagnanimous conduct of the Englifh nation in fo 
. folemn acaufe. That nation, whofe fovercigary 
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is vefted in 9 political body which feems to have 
been formed by heaven itfelf, declared its fenti- 
ments by the voice of its reprefentatives : all had 
but one opinion on our King’s facred canfe : all 
looked upon the Temple-prifon as the depofitory 
of the honour of France ;—as the center which 
might attra€t the wandering affections of a de- 
luded people ; and prevent the convulfion of Eu- 
rope. But the Britith Parliament had a delicate 
tafk—to preferve its own dignity, without jrritat- 
ing the favage pride of the feditious :—it recony,, 
ciled every difficulty by a condu& becoming its — 
wifdom. ‘Was an ambaffador to be fent to a flate ~ 
of anarchy? This would have been acknowledging 
that anarchy ; and honour forbids all alliance with 
guilt, with daggers, and with atheifm. Was a 
meffage in favour of the King to be fent from the 
Parliament to the Convention ? Cruel experience 
had fhewn, that fuch applications had only ferved 
to accelerate the fate of Charles I. In fo melan- 
choly 4 fituation, the man, whom nature feems to 
have formed at his birth to be the minifter of 
Great-Britain, is.fixed in deep thought before the 
glory of his own country, and the image of Lewis 
the Sixteenth : he meditates ; he wavers; he fighs; 
his head, his eyes are turned towards the ground ; 
he lets not a word efcape his lips; and the King 
of England’s letter to his ambaffador in France 
clearly expreffive of the fentiments of hi'Feople, 
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jg delivered there, and remains upon record as a 
Jafting teftimony of the fecret withes, and dumb 
affliGion of the Britith nation, The public pa- 
pers, thofe natural embaffadors of democracies, 
were enough to manifeft and convey to the fedi- 
tious thefe wifhes, and this affliction. Oh! you, 
who in your {peeches recommended, and juftified 
the propriety of this eloquent filence, Pitt, Burke, 
Dundas, Wyndham, Grenville, Loughborough, 
Jenkinfon, Stanley, permit me to join your names 

ne thofe of the illuftrious Frenchmen before-men- 

) tioned : permit me to nite you in the participa- 

~ thon of the fame praife, - Honourable defenders of 
morality, of property, and of the laws, you would 
have fpoken at Paris as De Seze and Malfherbes 
did; and De Seze and Malfherbes would have 
thundered like you in Weftminfter againft rebels 
and traitors ; for in France, as well as in England, 
both in the calm of peace and the tempeft of re- 
volutions, the language of virtue and honour is in- 
yariably the fame. 


ne nT a arc 


] believe I have performed the tafk I undertook, 
Tthink I have pulled down M. de Condorcet’s 
political fcaffolding. Here then I fhall conclude 
the firft volume of my work. It may be entitled 

The DiXory of the Rebellion. The fecond volume 
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will be The Hiftory of ihe Anarchy. 1 am petrified 
-at the idea of the dreadful cataftrophe now uni- 
verfally apprehended. I fhall, perhaps, at fome 
other time, attempt to defcribe what may be the 
effects and confequences of the King’s death, or 
of his perpetual imprifonment. Jt would be im- 
poflible for me at the prefent moment to write a 
Jine on the fubje&. What wretches thofe mutt 
be, the powers of whofe minds are not fufpended 
on fuch occafions by the keen anguith of their 


hearts ! Ry 
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NOTES 


(1) The embaffador from Parma was dragged to the bar 
of the Affembly. The embaffador from the republic of 
Ve ice was arrefted by the people, and brought back in the 
midft of fpears, ftones, and infults. The Englith embgffador 
was detained. above a week before he could procure the pafs- 
ports neceffary for his departure. The deputies from the 
people of Frankfort owed their fafety folely to the dread of 
retaliation. I cannot help repeating my former remark, 
that the rights of man and the law of nations are abfolutely 
irreconcilable. 


(2) The door opened, fays M. de Condorcet. Yes, it 
opened » but four blows of an axe had forced it open; and 
cannon had been planted in the anti-chamber, The writer’s 
ftrict adherence to truth may be judged of from this fingle 
fpecimen. ; 


(3) M. de Rochefoucault had given M. de Condorcet a 
hundred thoufand livres to faciliate his marriage with Mifs 
Grouchi, He even afterwards fold one of his eftates, and 


“~-maade the philofopher a real offer of the whole amount. It 
may 
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may be fuppofed, perhaps, that the writer having fince are 
rived at the fummit of honours and fortune, would diftin- 
guith himfelf by fome fine flroke of difintereftednefs and 
gratitude. No fuch thing: Condorcet takes the money, 

_ libels his benefactor, and becomes Petion’s panegyrift. What 
is the confequence? Upon being thus libelled and calum- 
niated by Condorcet, M. de la Rochefoucault is murdered, 
After his death, his heir, the Duke of Liancourt fled for re- 
fuge to a foreign land. The whole property of that valuable 
inheritance was confifcated; and thus in lefs than three 
months, by a fingle dafh of his pen, M, de Condorcet asca- 
fioned the murder, and engroffed the beft part of the fortune 
pf his asiend, his father, his benefactor. 


(4) Chabot, the principal incendiary in the Fauxbeurg 
St. Antoine, had found it fo troublefome and fo tedions to get 
together a fufficient number of defperadoes to excite “public 
Notice and thereby occafion the ferment which they call an 
infurrection, that, defpairing of fuccefs, he confented to let 
himfelf be affaffinated by fix of his own gang, fuborned for 
the purpofe of charging the King with the murder, and thus 
ftirring up the people to rebellion. Such an inftance of 
fanaticifm is fcarcely conceivable ; but there are undoubted 
proofs of the fact. Chabot confeffed it himfelf before feveral 
witnefles in a committee. 


A few months before the roth of Auguft, M. de Jaucourt 
had threatened to cane this very Chabot in the roftrum, 
Chabot admitted his own cowardice, by reproaching his ad- 
verfary with the little merit there was in a colonel’s attacks 

ing 
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found himfelf fuddenly transformed into a frantic hero; and 
was the only one of his gang who attempted to ftop at the 
very door the whole column of the king’s guards, who ad- 
vanced however into the middle of the hall, That column 


was led on by M. de Goguelat, who did not withdraw ti 


he perceived that the King was in the Logographie Bow: he 
then’ went immediately thither in order not to quit his 
Majefty, till he was torn away by force from the royal 
family. . 


7M. de G-—= was one of thofe who were refolved | not to 
abandon their Majefties on thofe two lamentable déys. ‘I 
avoided mentioning him before, for fear of increafing the 
dangers to which he was then expofed in France, Happy 
now in his having nothing of that kind to fear, I can do 
juftice, without endangering a friend ; and I embrace with 
eagernefs this opportunity of fulfilling a duty, and gratifying 
the fond impulfe of my heart. 


M. de G 
to the pleafure of ferving the king and royal family at every 
period of the revolution. When the Duke of Orleans re- 
turned from. England to Paris, and had the impudence to 
introduce himfelf at the Thuilleries, it was this officer who 
made the prince fenfible, rather in a blunt manner, that it 
Was not a proper place for him. At the time of the King’s 
flight, M. de G: commanded one of the detachments of 
Huffars who were fent forward to protect the royal family 
on the road. Two piftols, fired at him almoft at arm’s 
length at Varennes, would not have prevented him from 
clearing 
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is.one of the few who facrificed every thing: 
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clearing the way for the King, by difperfing the mob already 
collected, if his Majefty had not preferred furrendering him- 
felf up to the people, rather than have any blood fpilt. 





M. de G——, upon being releafed from the prifon at 
Orleans, returned to his loyal poft at the foot of the throne, 
and would have followed the King to the Temple-gate, and 
theve renjained, to watch over the lives of the auguft pri- 
foners, if, through a miftake which will be foon cleared up, 
acharge had not been wrongfully brought againft him on 
the pretence of his name’s having been found in the books 
belonging to the treafurer of the civil lift. 

ae 


(5) M. de Seze, in his eloquent defence of the King, 
{peaking of the affair of the Swifs, makes ufe of thefe. words; 
how did the combat begin? J do not know: perhaps biffory 
will never know, Truth obliges me to fay, that the details 
T have given of it were compiled from five accounts which 
were written by eye-witneffes ; and that all thefe accounts 
correfpond in the exaéteft manner with a letter that was 
fent me on the morrow of the roth of Auguft, The letter 
was thrown upon my ftair-cafe; and 1 was: fortunate 
enough to have it conveyed to me in the place of retreat I 
had chofen, Thefe details coincide alfo with the account 
drawn up by the Swifs officers who were imprifoned at the 
Abbey: the fubftance of their memorial is incorporated with 

“this work. ‘The original was written with lemon juice on 
the blank fide of fome paper, the other fide of which was 
covered with drawings by the unfortunate. Abbé de Boifge- 
lin, under the pretence of thus filling up his dull moments ; 
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and they found means to fend it out in this form with 
other pieces of paper. Thefe details may trem puerile; 
but the circumftance gives them importance, and makes 
them not unworthy of the notice of hiftory. 


T have omitted others of an atrocious nature refpedting : 
the Swifs. There are fome of them, over which a writer 
of any delicacy muft throw a veil, Among other {cenes, - 
it would have been too fhocking to defcribe the particulars 
of the burning of twelve of their mangled bodies i 
Carroul?- Place on the night of the 11th by torch light, 
_with the fpeétacle exhibited by the furrounding mob. M, 
de Condorcet gould not have been ignorant of it “yet he 
fill attributes to the pretended treachery of the Court the 
origin of thofe crimes to which the populace had been 
trained for three years before. Ah! M. de Condorcet ! you 
swill fleep no more! 


(6) One may form fome idea of the prefent tafte and— 
literature of the French nation from thefe two extradts 
of an ode recited by citizen la Harpe at the opening 
of the Lyceum. The patriotic poet, after fhouting with 


the echos cf the day, to arms, citizens, adds this ftrain 
of bombatt ; 


The fword....thirfis for blood....blood caufes rage; and rage 
caufes death, 


What can be expected from a generation, whofe ftile is 
formed under fuch mafters ? 


GG) M. 


ee rogte f E 


(7) M. de Condorcet, who is. accuftomed to calculaté 
. the revolutién as he would a mathematical problem, muft 
have told Marat, that as it was neceflary to cut off fifteen 
thoufand heads, in order to urge on by the impulfe of 
terror a hundred thoufand men to march to the frontiers, 
"to repel the Duke of Brunfwick’s armies, ninety thoufand 
frefh victims muft be butchered the enfuing fpring, in 
- order to procure fix hundred thoufand troops, men and 
women, to be poured out by anarchy, to face the three 
hundred thoufand men intended by Europe to fight demo~ 
cracy. But as it would be impoffible to find fubfittesce for 
thofe hords of fix hundred thoufand combatants, it is eafy-by__ 
a dat.of a pen to confign to déath all the old men and” 
children, who as they are unable to defend their country,’ 
cannot deferve to live. Thus, at one ftroke, at leaft fix 
millions more of individuals are facrificed to the liberty of 
France. A picture of this kind, put into a frame fur- 
rounded with long investives againft defpots, noblemen, and 
priefts, ftill finds admirers: fuch are the witty conccits of 
_our modern philofophers. 


It was formerly faid of fome of our profligate courtiers, 
innocence is the laft prey vice feafts on. But whyt fhall we 
now fay of thole philanthropifis, who facrifice Zvhole gene- 
yations to their pride? When we fee them {preading our 
crimes and their doétrines into neighbouring countries, one 
would fuppofe, that tired with the repetition,of the fame 
horrors in the fame kingdom, they wifhed to change the 
fcene, and to make experiments on the effects of the paffions 
+ jn the diferent climates of Europe. “Uhey wanted crimes 
of a uew nature: they were forming fpeculations on the 


fo su J ; 


different torments which the human frame was capable of 
enduring: they wiihed to unite to their pikes the toma~ 
hawks of favages, the poifons of Italy, the impalings at Con- 
ftantinople. It is owing to their being tired of the butche- 
ries at the prifons, that they want to fpread havoc through 
the world. The variety of tortures inflicted by the slegroes 
‘on their mafters muft have been a momentary entertainment 
to Briffot. ’ 


ad) The King had named Target for his advocate, 

his was another ‘proof of the goodnefs of his Mayefty’s 

~ heart. This Target, ever fince the time of the conftituent 
aifembly, had been the butt of fo much ridicule, that his 
very name excited laughter and contempt. The King 
ftretched out a kind hand to extricate him from the mine he 
had falfen into; but the villain fank deeper into it: he re- 
_fgfed to accept of his mafter’s gracious offer: inftead of de- 
fending, he even threw out infinuations to his prejudigae= 
he availed himfelf of the pretence of his greatage; yet that 
great age had not hindered him from marrying the year 
before. Tere was not a foul at Paris, not even a fith= 
>voman, whoboul help expreffing juft indignation at his 
conduét, 


It is farther proper to obferve that the King’s defence’ was 
his Majefty’s own produétion: it was he who marked out - 
the feveral heads, and ditated the arguments. His advocates 
had thought it neceflary to add fome hiftorical illuftrations, 
and fome pathetic touches. His Majefty ordered them all 
Werke k out. He wifhed that the eloquence of his de- 

? fender jould be artlefs and pure, like his own heart; and 
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: ftatement of faéts was highly interefting,~and hat | 
> pleft modes of expreffion were unavoidably. elogu 

gravity, that commanding dignity were frongl y 
people. The nation feemed to be involved it 
_ charge with the King ; and every allegation, chia 
* qurned by De Seze, feemed like a mnieh 
abrealts of all, 























‘The French author has inferted here, in 
anote, a fummaryof the debates which took 
Houfe of Crmmons on being. called together by 
before the time to which they had been prorogu 
adds fome remarks on the King’s fpeech. But fach a 
2 eectiasicntry paresis aoee. necef 
: very little mgeres if laid Before the nen 
———sanft have feen thofe eloquent and animated deb 
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